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Amherst Town Library Sum-
mer Reading Program 

The 2010 Summer Reading Pro-
gram at the Amherst Town Library is 
underway! The theme of this year’s pro-
gram is all about water- youngsters are 
invited to “Make a Splash,” middle school 
students challenged to “Make Waves,” and 
adults encouraged to “Water Your Mind.” 
There are activities and events planned for all ages 
throughout the summer. 

Pick up a calendar of events at the library or view it on 
our website: www.amherst.lib.nh.us. Some programs 
require registration due to space limitations. It Is Go-
ing To Be A Fun-filled Summer And We Hope That You 
And Your Family Will Participate In All The Fun! 

Elementary—make A Splash…read!
Again this year, participants must register and will 

keep track of their reading. Minutes being read-to 
count as well! As the kids read, they will earn books and 
prizes and chances to enter raffles.
Weekly Events & Programs

Drop-in Crafts - We’ll provide the art supplies, so 
stop by for a craft. Wednesdays from 10am - 4pm.

Storytimes - Come to any age appropriate storytime.  
No registration required. 

Babies-2: Tuesdays @ 10am
2s & 3s: Tuesdays @ 11:15am
4 & up: Wednesdays @ 11:30am
Family Storytime: Thursdays- 8/12 @ 6 pm. All 

ages.
Farmer’s Market Storytime: Thursdays- 8/19 @ 

3pm. All ages.
Storytime at Baboosic Lake: Mondays-7/26 @ 12pm 

and Thursdays- 7/15, 7/22, & 7/29 @ 3pm. All ages.
Read to Us! - Sign up for a 15 minute time slot for 

some one-on-one reading time
Read to Miss Sue: Fridays- 7/30 from 1-2 pm
Read to Leo & Anna (library dogs): Mondays- 8/2 & 

8/16 from 10-11am 
Bookclubs - Our bookclubs will meet on the follow-

ing dates. Please join us! 
Book Bunch: Fridays- 7/9, 7/23 & 8/13 @ 10am. Ages 

5 & up.
Junior Bookclub: Thursdays- 8/5 @ 6:30pm. Grades 

2-5. 
Middle School Bookclub: Thursdays- 8/5 @ 6:30pm. 

Ages 10-13.
Family Movies– Bring a pillow and we’ll provide the 

popcorn! 
Thursday, July 22 @ 6pm: The Little Mermaid
Thursday, July 29 @ 3pm: Muppet Treasure Island

Special Events
Family Beach Party
Monday, July 26th @ 3pm

 Join us for some refreshments, games and crafts. 
Registration is required. All ages.
Curious Creatures
Thursday, August 5th @ 3pm

Kids will learn about all kinds of animals, such as al-
ligators, frogs, lizards, turtles and more! Registration is 
required. All ages.
Wii Fun
Friday, August 6th @ 2pm

 Join us for a Wii competition! We’ll play a variety of 
summer sports. Registration is required. Ages 8 & up.
Toe Jam Puppet Band
Tuesday, August 10th @ 2pm

 Join us for some hilarious tunes and dancing! No 
registration. All ages.

Middle School/high School—make Waves 
@ Your Library!

Book bucks are back! Participants will be awarded a 
“book buck” for each book they read during the pro-
gram, by writing a book review, or by participating in 
a teen program.   “Bucks” may be redeemed for instant 
prizes or entered into weekly raffles for prizes such as 
school supplies, DVDs, or gift cards from iTunes, Wal-
Mart and various other local merchants. 
Weekly Events & Programs

Craft Workshops –We’ll provide the art supplies, so 
stop by for a craft. Fridays from 7/9-7/30 @ 3pm.

Bookclubs - Our bookclubs will meet on the follow-
ing dates. Please join us! 

Middle School Bookclub: Thursdays- 8/19 @ 
6:30pm. Ages 10-13.

Pizza and Pages: Thursdays- 7/29 & 8/26 @ 6:30pm 
Ages 12 & up.

Summer Movies- Bring a pillow and we’ll provide 
the popcorn! 
Tuesday. July 27 @ 3pm: Surf’s Up (PG)

Anime Manga Club- Come join a new club for lov-
ers of anime and manga. Watch a variety of anime, dis-

cuss manga, and do creative craft 
projects.  Refreshments will be pro-
vided. Wednesdays 6/23, 7/28, and 
8/11 @ 3:30pm
Special Events
Origami Workshop
Tuesday, August 3rd @ 3pm

Learn how to make all kinds of fan-
tastic sea creatures, such as goldfish, 

penguins, and crabs by using special 
origami paper. Registration is required. 

Ages 11 and up.

ADULTS—WATER YOUR MINDS…
READ!

Participants simply complete an entry form for each 
book they read to be entered into weekly raffles. Prizes 
include offerings from many local sponsors including 
the Rustic Leaf Bistro, Aurvara, The Mile Away, Wal-
Mart, Staples and more! As always, there will be a grand 
prize drawing at the end of the program. 
Weekly Events & Programs

Wednesday Workshops- For beginners and or those 
wishing to reacquaint themselves with a favorite craft. 
All workshops begin at 1:30 PM.
July 28 - Working with Wire

Using simple hand tools learn to create simple gifts 
with wire.  Learn linkage systems for jewelry.  Create 
earrings and a piece of summer jewelry.  You bring the 
beads; the rest will be supplied. Sussy-Rose Shields, In-
structor
August 4- Yoga

Share the insights and joy that come from incorpo-
rating body, mind, and spirit into a wellness practice. 
Lisa Jones (NiaNH and Yoga), Instructor
August 11-  Yoga

Curious about yoga? Come and learn a bit of yoga 
history, philosophy, and how it can enhance your body 
and your life. Experience basic yoga postures. Barbara 
Landry & Michelle Luks (Amherst Yoga), Instructors
Games in the Garden - Fridays from 9:30am- 
12:30pm

Enjoy your Friday morning coffee in the garden at the 
Amherst Town Library. Play a game of Cribbage, Scrab-
ble, chess, or checkers with a partner or challenger you 
meet in the garden. Or find a spot of your own and chal-
lenge yourself to a crossword or sudoku. Freshly baked 
goodies, coffee and games will be provided! 
Wednesday Workshops

June 23 – August 11, 1:30 PM-3:30 PM

Water Your Mind …Read!  Water Your 
Mind…Learn Something New!

The theme of the Adult Summer Reading Program 
at the Amherst Town Library is “Water Your Mind…
Read.”  The library wants to expand that to “Learn Some-
thing New” and has scheduled Wednesday Workshops 
to introduce or reacquaint participants with a variety 
of offerings.  Many talented artist/practitioners will be 
sharing their talents in these afternoon sessions.  There 
are no prerequisites—just the desire to learn.  Space is 
limited so please call 673-2288 or visit the library web-
site www.amherst.lib.nh.us to register.
Wednesday, June 23 @ 1:30 PM –Watercolor 
Painting

An introduction to watercolor for people that have 
always wanted to try it. Now’s your chance! The only 
thing you’ll need to bring is your sense of humor. Am-
herst artist, Kevin Dadoly will educate and entertain as 
he works you through a watercolor painting from start 
to finish. All levels are welcome.

Kevin Dadoly has been teaching watercolor for the 
past twenty years. He is a color blind artist who under-
stands color values. He is teacher at the New Hampshire 
Institute of Art, the adult evening enrichment program 
at Souhegan High School, Copley Artist, and offers two 
signature workshops in Nantucket and Maine. Prepare 
to have fun!

To register for this workshop, please call the Amherst 
Town Library at 673-2288. A $10.00 materials fee is due 
at registration.
Games in the Garden
Fridays 9:30 AM- 12:30PM
June 25-August 13

 It’s not a secret garden!  The Amherst Town Library 
has a wonderful garden created and maintained by the 
Amherst Garden Club and we want people to enjoy it. A 
special feature of the Adult Summer Reading Program 
at the library this summer is Games in the Garden.  You 
are invited each Friday morning (weather permitting) 
to spend time playing some old favorites like cribbage, 
chess, checkers, Scrabble, or Boggle or try something 
new like Cranium or Apple Scrabble.  Bring a partner 
or find a challenger in the garden.  If you prefer a quiet 
Sudoku, crossword, or jigsaw puzzle they’ll be there as 
well.  Coffee and goodies will be provided; so come en-
joy the garden!

It’s About Conservation

Word Orienteering
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

We’ve written quite a bit lately to encourage ev-
eryone – not only hikers – to purchase the new 
Amherst Walk Book.  Every sale benefits the ACC 
land protection program.  And every buyer bene-
fits from the revised trail descriptions, maps, and 
photographs.  The outdoor experience with Nature 
becomes a whole body and soul experience.  The 
book was written to guide both the feet and mind.  
The body part is pretty clear.  Our feet and legs re-
port on that.  But what does your mind do while 
on the trail?  Can you set aside for an hour or two 
schools, shopping, finances, the office, home?

I try to do that, turning my eyes and minds to 
the trailside surroundings.  Mental lists are one 

tool.  What trees are 
seen, what animal signs 
or how many wildflower 
varieties?  I usually carry 
a camera.  It helps frame 
scenes mentally even when the shutter isn’t trig-
gered.  For me, visual scenes often evolve into word 
scenes which the mind paints.

We recently spent a week walking with wild-
flowers and falling waters while in the mind, words 
tumbled into place turning what the eyes wel-
comed into pictured poems.  Here are a few from 
the set called Trail Tableaux.
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I Stardrops
Dotting the forest floor,
Spots of white, blue and pink
Rise above the leaves and needles.
Four, six and five-pointed, as stars should be,
Fuzzy heads and pendulant bells,
Twins and singles,
Stardrops lead us on,
Masking as trail-side flowers.
II The Cascade
Waters, conceived high above,
collected behind the dam
of a spruce-encircled beaver pond,
come, carried beneath overarching conifers
by a crystal stream, 
flowing in a channel
carved from the country rock
over centuries of centuries,
spring out into space and sunlight
for their pleasure 
and children’s joy.
IV   Sentinel
Sturdy survivor of ice and wind,
standing straight,
branching wide,
shelters her scions shadowed below.
Forest condominium;
raptors nest in the crown,
seed-seekers pry open her cones,
furry ones burrow between the roots.
Symphony hall for Nature’s orchestra,
calls of thrush and vireo harmonize
with pileated percussions and swishing breezes
where generations ago double-bitted axes spoke.
VI  Your Tableaux
Waiting for your eyes, feet, mental gallery -
the acorn sprouting beneath the parent oak,
the 2-year old riding in Dad’s backpack,
young minds studying Nature’s diversity,
a grandmother sitting watching time and the river,
green trees, red birds, white snow, blue skies –
yours to picture and word paint….

The Trail
Something different for each who travels;
a way to get somewhere from here,
an aisle in Nature’s classroom,
escape route from blacktop,
creation’s vignettes, a way back in history,
recreating spaces, waiting to be found.
Trails; a way back with eyes opened,
spirits attuned to life,
pressures put in perspective,
body and soul revived by Nature’s tableaux,
changing for each viewer, with every footstep.

construction in 1824 on the house 
at 154 Amherst Street (41 by 20 feet 
with a two-story ell of 25 by 18 feet), 
but he had to borrow money twice 
(with a three-year grace period) to 
complete it in 1825. He tried in vain 
to sell the house in 1826 while it was 
being rented by Rev. E. Q. Sewall, 
the first minister of the Christian 
Society (Unitarians), and it was 
seized by the sheriff and auctioned 
to cover other debts. The next own-
ers, too, had trouble selling it. Rev. 
Silas Aiken, who rented there in 
1829/’30, chose to buy the mansion 
at 13 Carriage Road instead. 

The twin house at 6 Main Street, 
presumed to have been built for Da-
vid Holmes (1778-1867), a manu-
facturer and merchant, was also 
built circa 1825 (after July 1822 and 
before Aug 1826, judging by exist-
ing deeds and lack of earlier deeds), 
probably also by Hiram or another 
of the Leavitt clan of joiners. It’s in-
teresting that Holmes chose not to 
build a brick house as his partner 
and neighbor Jonathan White had 
done, perhaps as early as 1818.
Two Neighbors

Two more houses were built in 
this time period, neighbors just 
north of the Common, on land sold 
off by H.H. Ray, owner of the near-
by hotel at 101 Boston Post Road. 
Three Wakefield sisters built their 

4-over-4-room house at 97 Boston 
Post Road in 1824, and in Jan. 1825 
Miss Nancy Wakefield moved her 
millinery and dressmaking business 
to their home. She closed the shop 
early in 1831. The Misses Wakefield 
sold the house in 1839 for $700.

The house next door at 99 Boston 
Post Road was built in 1825 by Mo-
ses Hills (1781-1855), a housewright 
and joiner (also a farmer who lived 
on Christian Hill). Hills paid $100 
for the lot and sold the house in Au-
gust 1824 for $750 to an accountant 
and mathematician named John 
Bennett who had arrived in 1824 
“to commence a school in Am-
herst in the school house near the 
third courthouse.” As a teacher, he 
was a heartless tyrant given to un-
just punishment. Hills bought back 
the house from Bennett in 1829. 
Andrew Wallace (1783-1856), Esq., 
who moved to Amherst when ap-
pointed Clerk of the Courts of Hill-
sborough County in 1824, bought 
the house for his small family in 
1829; he and his widow lived out 
their days there.  With 2-over-2 
rooms and two chimneys along the 
back walls in the main section and 
with a typical gabled roof, it is simi-
lar in style to the house at 91 Bos-
ton Post Road, built by Moses Hills 
years later and sold in 1841 for $700 
to Samuel Vose  (1800-1857), a stage 
coach proprietor who ran a livery 

stable (rent-a-horse business) there.
To correct the record, the house 

at 3 Church Street, built by David 
Underhill (1799-1840) for his sec-
ond wife, Lucretia French (1803-
1883) of Milford, was NOT erected 
in 1825 but rather after May 1829, 
let’s say circa 1830. Underhill, a 
wheelwright, had arrived in Am-
herst from Concord and in August 
1823 commenced a wheel, carriage 
& sleigh making business at 110 
Boston Post Road (later turned into 
a buggy whip factory).

Innkeeper and storekeeper Eber 
Lawrence, who served the 1824 In-
dependence Day celebration dinner 
in the new courthouse, lost his tav-
ern in 1826 to seizure by the sheriff 
after Underhill, his former son-in-
law, took him to court for non-pay-
ment of debt. A sign of the econom-
ic climate?

In the 1830s, by contrast, only 
two houses were built in Amherst 
(according to 1840 census), pre-
sumably not counting the two 
churches built that decade: the Uni-
tarian meeting house (now Baptist 
church) and the Methodist chapel 
(now Wigwam museum). The mid-
1840s would bring another build-
ing boom and usher in a completely 
new architectural style.

Thanks go to HSA’s Jackie Mar-
shall for finding and transcribing 
the pertinent deeds.

u Amherst’s Building Boom   continued from page 4

GUITAR 
LESSONS

All Styles
Jazz Trio Available
Ed Kydd, Instructor
603-598-7577

edkydd@mac.com
http://homepage.mac.com/edkydd 22
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All Styles
Music for Functions

edkydd@mac.com

Nashuaguitar.com

HOLLIS VETERINARY HOSPITAL &
ON THE GO VETERINARY SERVICES

JAMES A. BELANGER, DVM

WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!!

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

465-7071
www.marvellplateglass.com

We Fix ScreenS!
We Make ScreenS!
Need Them in a Hurry? – No Problem.

No Long Waits!

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.
141 D.W. Highway, Merrimack, NH  

603-889-0212
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm, Sat. 8-Noon

Stop by our 
Showroom

adfa

ANTIQUES P FINE ART

27TH ANNUAL

SUMMER

SALE
UP TO 50%OFF!

P
Family owned & operated.

Quality consignments wanted. 
Free expert appraisals.

P
323 Elm St/Rte 101A, Milford NH

603-673-8499
www.nhantiquecoop.com

Open daily 10 - 5

NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.

EST.
1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine


