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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.
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Thank You to Good Samaritans
To the editor:

 To the good samaritans who helped our family on the town green Thurs., 
August 12, we would like to extend our thanks and deep gratitude for the 
quick and able assistance that you provided.  Your care and kindness got us 
through a few scary moments and thankfully both children are just fine.

 
Sincerely,
Susannah and Rich Humphrey
Amherst

Reelect Dokmo
To the editor:

 We would like to encourage voters in Amherst and Milford to re-elect 
Rep. Cynthia Dokmo to the NH House of Representatives.

 Cynthia has outstanding legislative abilities, and a strong work eth-
ic.  She has chaired the House Judiciary Committee and is currently on 
House Finance Committee. This past Session, as a member of the Finance 
committee,  she worked to keep the Milford District Court open.  Cynthia 
sponsored a bill establishing a citizen’s task force to study state revenues 
and expenditures. In addition, she sponsored a bill establishing the com-
mission on health care cost containment and appropriating a special fund, 
for a one-time assessment on hospitals, ambulatory surgical facilities, and 
health carriers to fund the operation of the commission.

 Both of these bills were signed into law by Governor Lynch.
 Rep. Dokmo has been consistent in voting against any legislation that 

would pass down costs to  local districts that would result raising property 
taxes.  She is committed to the basic principles of good government, which 
are: common sense problem solving, fiscal responsibility, protection of in-
dividual rights and social tolerance. 

We strongly encourage all to vote for Cynthia Dokmo on September 14.
 

 Sincerely,
Ann Connell Bergin  and Rep. Peter 
Bergin

 

Rep. Rowe: Reduce The Size of 
Government and Make It More  
Efficient, Smaller and Open. 
To the editor:

Before the November election every candidate for state office should be 
asked two questions. First: What is your vision for New Hampshire in the 
future? After the first is answered, the second question is: What is needed 
to achieve your vision?

New Hampshire has always been a high quality and special place in 
which to live, vacation and raise a family. But if your desire is to keep your 
children and grandchildren in the state we must provide quality and high 
paying jobs and professions. Without this New Hampshire will become a 
retirement state offering nothing but low paying service jobs at best.

New Hampshire must begin to offer benefits to encourage businesses, 
especially manufacturing companies. Business taxes must be reduced to 
counteract the high cost of utilities in New Hampshire. This means lower 
business taxes and greater incentives to encourage new businesses to start 
here and out-of-state companies to relocate to New Hampshire.

Unfortunately I see this business incentive program as being number 
two in our priorities. First, and immediately, when the legislature meets in 
January 2011, we must reduce the size of government and make the result-
ing government more efficient, smaller and open. All branches of govern-
ment and departments within those branches must prioritize its programs.  
Then we must evaluate each program on a cost/benefit basis. We must con-
tinue to provide our citizens with the necessary needs, but not every want. 
Only then can we be able to move into a major business development effort 
for New Hampshire that will result in greater employment and business 
tax revenue

Obtaining fiscal soundness will be difficult considering that in the past 
four years we have increased the state budget 24%. We have instituted 60 
new or increased taxes and fees. Even with this increase in taxes and fees 
we have not been able to meet our higher budget and will go into our next 
budget with a $700 million shortfall.

You might ask: What has happened to the frugal, self sufficient New 
Hampshire that I thought I lived in?

 
Sincerely yours,
Representative Robert H. Rowe
Amherst and Milford

Thank You for Your Support
 

To the editor:
I wanted to personally write to everyone in Hillsborough County and 

thank you for all of your support in the last week.
The amount of concern that everyone has had for our Bedford Frederick’s 

Pastries after the break in has been very heartwarming.  To know our sur-
rounding community members care about our company has really touched 
us.

I would like to thank the Bedford Police Department for how quickly 
they responded to the 911 call, and for all the work they are continuing to 
do.  Neighbors in our shared business complex also took the time to ex-
press their empathy and I’d like to thank them as well.  For every customer 
who has come in, written us an e-mail, called our stores or simply thought 
of us is really appreciated. All of your support has not gone unnoticed.  To 
all of the vendors and other businesses that we work with throughout the 
week we appreciate you asking us how we are doing. 

In the 10 years that I have worked for Frederick’s Pastries I never thought 
that our sense of security would be violated.  It is comforting to know that 
when something like this happens we have the surrounding communities 
that support us and express their concern and understanding.

Thank you, 
Anne Walsh

Reverse State Agenda of Increased 
Spending
To the editor:

While campaigning in Milford/Amherst for the Tuesday September 14, 
2010 Primary Election for State Rep I’m often asked three questions:

First, Who are you?  Well, I am a retired businessman; my wife Christy 
and I have lived in Amherst for 42 years; we raised our family here and I am 
currently a State Rep in my 4th term from Milford/Amherst, and I serve on 
the House Finance Committee.

Second, Why are you running?  I’m running because I have the interest, 
energy, time and experience to be an effective voice for Milford/Amherst.

Third, Why should I vote for you?  My focus for the 2011/2012 session 
will be to enact state policies to expand NH employment!  This means we 
should reverse the current majority party’s agenda of increased spend-
ing (about 24% in the last two sessions) and the host (60) of new tax and 
fee increases that have created so much uncertainty for NH business and 
Towns.  Examples are,the LLC, and Campground taxes, the propose Capi-
tal Gains and Inheritance tax, and the $115 million that had gone to cities 
and towns, now taken by the state..  Collectively, such actions put pressure 
on the property tax, and make risk taking to grow a business and employ-
ment very unlikely.  Additionally the current governor and his legislative 
supporters have increased NH bonded debt 30% in the last 5 years to a total 
of $1.3 billion.  The Fiscal Year 2010 budget was balanced by borrowing $75 
million in debt instead of reducing spending.

I do not agree with the current administrations policies, and voted 
against them.  Rather, I would return to a state government that is based on 
Constitutional requirements that delivers essential services through a bal-
ance responsible budget, which recognizes the most vulnerable among us, 
and seeks the “common good” in a lean and efficient manner.  In my judge-
ment, such a NH State government can give more certainty to business and 
public affairs, and yield the expectation of growth in NH employment.

 
Respectfully,
Rep. Bill Belvin
Milford/Amherst

.

Community Council Seeks New 
Members
To the editor:

The Community Council of Souhegan High School is currently search-
ing for a community member from both Mont Vernon and Amherst to 
serve a one year term on the Council, beginning in September.   Communi-
ty Council acts as the governing body of all school affairs at Souhegan High 
School. It operates as a link between students, the community, the school 
board, and the faculty/staff of the school. There are 48 voting members of 
the Community Council made up of students, faculty/staff,  the Dean of 
Students, a board member and five community members from Amherst 
and Mont Vernon.  The Council meets as a body at Souhegan every Monday 
at 2:15 p.m. for about an hour.  On the last Monday of the month, Council 
meets in the evening from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  As a member of Community 
Council, you will have the opportunity to interact closely with students 
and faculty, be at the center of important deliberation and decision making 
at Souhegan, and, most importantly, provide the vital communication link 
between the high school and the community.  Not only is it rewarding, but 
it’s also a great way to get to know Souhegan better. 

If you are interested in serving on the Community Council, please send 
a letter of interest indicating why you wish to be appointed to the SAU 
#39 office, or e-mail to mmullens@sprise com by September 15, 2010.  If 
you have any questions, please call Mary Lou Mullens at 424-0687.  Thank 
you.    

 
 Mary Lou Mullens
Amherst

Zero Tolerance on Litter in   
Amherst “Where are we now? 
To the editor:

Thanks again for the many emails and support Amherst Citizens have 
sent me.  Again it’s clear we are all very tired of picking up the roadside 
trash and it seems to be getting worse.

I frequently find full bags of beer cans in the woods. They may have been 
on their way to the dump or not.  We all know it cannot be stopped as hu-
man nature is what it is. But I believe its important to take a stand and say 
we won’t put up with it quietly.  Please take a minute and send me an email 
if you have not done so with your support for a petition. I would like to pres-
ent it to our Board of Selectmen. My goal is to achieve some small but im-
portant actions at no cost to the town or taxpayers. Any signage cost will 
be raised by myself.  The following is the petition wording I would present 
with the list of your names by email:   

Proposed Petition to the Town of Amherst :
 (1)  Create and promote a vision statement like “Zero Tolerance on Litter 

in Amherst ”.
(2)  Set up  “NO LITTERING” signs on the major roads at town borders. 

Establish a significant fine like $500. This could go to the general fund 
and be in addition to any state fines.

(3)  Pass an ordinance to REQUIRE enclosed trash carriers when people go 
to the dump and issue written warnings for non-compliance. 

 Please include any suggestions with your email. Include your name and 
address. Send to george_coddington@yahoo.com. Thanks in advance.

 George Coddington
Amherst

Bass for U.S. Congress in N.H. 2nd 
District
To the editor:

I am supporting Charlie Bass in the upcoming primary and reasons why 
follow: Bass has a record of cutting spending. The majority of voters agree 
that spending in Washington is out of control. Charlie already has a re-
cord of fighting to control federal spending and lowering taxes for working 
families. He has the experience that we need to straighten out the mess. I 
know that he would hit the ground running if we elect him again. In 1994, 
he played a key role in writing the first balanced budget in a generation. 
There was a net budget surplus during the eight years that Charlie served 
on the House Budget Committee. He voted more than dozen times to cut 
wasteful pork-barrel projects such as the “international asparagus compet-
itiveness” and the funding for the National Grape and Wine Initiative. He 
also voted against the Bridge to Nowhere Bass has a plan to create jobs that 
earned him the endorsement of pro-business groups like the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce. His Plan includes using the unspent money from the failed 
stimulus to cut taxes on earned income, supporting investment in emerg-
ing technologies such as renewable energy, and reducing corporate taxes to 
make American businesses more competitive in the global economy. Bass 
has proposals to reduce health care costs by repealing Obama’s massive 
government-run health care plan, allowing people to buy insurance across 
state lines and creating large national risk pools for those with existing 
health conditions. The final proposal is to enact meaningful tort reform to 
reduce frivolous lawsuits. I ask you to join me in voting for Charlie Bass in 
the September 14th Republican Primary. He is the candidate who has the 
skills to be an effective check and balance on the Democratic Congress. 

Carol Holden
Amherst 

Cynthia Dokmo Will Be My First 
Choice
To the editor:

 
I sincerely hope that the residents of Amherst and Milford will take the 

time to vote in this year’s primary. History shows that both towns have tra-
ditionally voted overwhelmingly for Republican candidates for state office 
in the general election. That makes the September Republican primary vir-
tually the same as a general election. Whomever gets voted on the ballot in 
September wins in November.

While I am sure that there are many qualified candidates in both parties, 
I would put Cynthia Dokmo at the top of the list. Cynthia has consistent-
ly demonstrated a deep commitment to both communities. She has been 
a practicing attorney and member of the Milford Rotary Club for many 
years. She was an Amherst school board member and currently serves as 
school  meeting moderator in Amherst. Cynthia has extensive experience 
in Concord and has served seven consecutive terms as a state representa-
tive. Her experience, contacts and “know how” are invaluable to both com-
munities.

This year, with the state budget deficit looming as a central issue, we 
need people in  Concord who know the issues and know their communi-
ties, Cynthia Dokmo will be my first choice.

 
Sincerely 
Paul Spiess
Amherst


