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AMHERST – Women Making a 
Difference distributed a booklet on 
the 4th of July entitled Honoring 
Women Who Made a Difference in 
Amherst History.  We are publish-
ing the information on all 13 wom-
en in two parts.

WMD encourages readers to 
make suggestions of additional 
women who are worthy of being 
included.  Email: wmdnh@gmail. 
com
Emma Perkins (Boylston) 
Locke (1855-1932)

Emma had deep roots in Am-
herst’s history.  Her father was the 
owner and publisher of the Farm-
er’s Cabinet before it moved to Mil-
ford in the late 1800s.  At the time 
of her death, the paper was being 
published by the 5th generation of 
the Boylston family.  Emma is said 
to have loved history and folk lore, 
particularly Amherst history.  She 
was able to record much of what she 
heard from her father and grand-
father in her book “Colonial Am-
herst” published in 1916.  The book 
is truly a treasure to the town.

Emma was quietly generous, giv-
ing freely to church and charitable 
organizations.  Having been wid-
owed by Edwin F. Locke for over 25 
years at the time of her death, she 
took much joy in her children and 
grandchildren.  Sadly her death was 
not sudden.  Her obituary states 
that “for twenty-odd years she has 
patiently borne the trial of her ill-
ness, happy in the love and devotion 
of her children.”
Bertha Lucinda Piper (1888-
1973)

Bertha, a life-
long resident of 
Amherst, was 
a teacher and 
school admin-
istrator in town 
from 1917 to 
1954.  In addi-
tion, she served 
on the Amherst 
Town Library’s 
Board of Trust-
ees for many 
years and was 
a charter mem-
ber of the His-
torical Society 
of Amherst.

In the 1930s, 
she purchased 
a home that just a few years prior 
had been one of the small school-
houses sprinkled throughout town.  
Whether or not this is evidence of 
her professional dedication is ques-
tionable, although that dedication 
is undeniable.  It’s been said that 
teachers at the Brick Schoolhouse 
had to be versatile enough to play 
many rolls – sports coach, advisor, 
guidance councilor, etc.  Apparently 
Miss Piper had the wherewithal to 
endure that role for 36 years.  For-
mer students still tell stories about 
her, and whether they loved her or 
hated her, she obviously made an 
impact on their lives.  What better 
legacy can a teacher ask for?

Fannie Laura (Dodge) Clark 
(1867-1941)

A nearly 60 year resident of Am-
herst, Fannie was described as an 
individualist – forming her own 
opinions and standing by her con-
victions.  Her obituary stated, “Hy-
poscrisy and shame were entire-
ly foreign to her and she could not 
condone it in others.”

Not one for joining organiza-
tions, she preferred to do her good 
works quietly and directly. When a 
need arose for a new school build-
ing, she donated the land on which 
Clark School now stands.  In addi-
tion, she and her son Malcolm gave 
generously to erect and equip the 
building.  Not surprisingly she was 
a member of the school board for 
several years in 
the 1920s.

Despite her 
ambivalence for 
organizations, 
she did spear-
head the forma-
tion of the Mar-
guerite Circle of 
King’s Daugh-
ters.  This chari-
table group was 
a chapter of an 
internat iona l 
orga n i z at ion 
whose funda-
mental tenants 
included reli-
gion, education 
and philanthro-
py.
Elizabeth David (Nichols) Bean 

(1874-1967)
Elizabeth was a 

lifelong resident of 
Amherst, and a de-
scendant of both 
Samuel Melendy 
and Barnabas Da-
vid, co-owners 
of the profitable 
Whip Factory lo-
cated in the Village 
from the 1820s 
to the 1870s.  She 
grew up in her fam-
ily brick home on 
the corner of what 
is now Amherst 
Street and Boston 
Post Road.  After 
her marriage to 
Norwin S. Bean of 

Manchester, the couple maintained 
residences in both 
their home towns.

Elizabeth was 
active in many 
charitable organi-
zations, including 
the Amherst Vis-
iting Nurse As-
sociation and the 
Historical Soci-
ety of Amherst.  
Her philanthropic 
spirit continues 
to endure through 
the Norwin S. 
and Elizabeth N. 
Bean Foundation, 
which became ac-

tive upon Elizabeth’s death in 1967.  
The Foundation makes grant awards 
to nonprofit organizations and pub-
lic agencies working in arts and hu-
manities, education, environment, 
health, human services and for pub-
lic benefit in the communities of 
Manchester and Amherst, NH.
Bertha Rogers (1889-1989)

Bertha lived in Amherst for 47 
years in the house known as the 
John Washer homestead on Green 
Road.  First purchased in 1941, she 
used the farm as a summer home 
until it became her year-round res-
idence in 1956.  In those days, be-
fore the trees grew up, she enjoyed a 
magnificent view of the mountains 
from her porch – even able to see 
Mt. Wachuset on a clear day.

In life she was 
active in, and a 
very generous do-
nor to, many town 
organizations in-
cluding the His-
torical Society of 
Amherst where 
she was a char-
ter and life mem-
ber.  Bertha died 
at her home a bit 
shy of her 100th 
birthday, leaving 
the Historical So-
ciety a $10,000 
bequest and will-

ing her home 
and land to the 
town.  The land 
is now under the 
auspices of the 
Amherst Con-
servation Com-
mission where it 
can be enjoyed 
by all.  The house 
was subsequently 
sold by the town 
and the proceeds 
established the 
Berth Rog-
ers Trust Fund 
which provides grants for worthy 
Amherst projects.
Dorothy P. (Johnson) Davis 
(1908-1989)

Dorothy’s contributions as a civ-
ic leader in the community are al-
most too numerous to list.  She was 
a graduate of the University of New 

H a m p s h i r e , 
class of 1930 and 
became a resi-
dent of Amherst 
shortly thereaf-
ter.  She taught 
Latin and Eng-
lish at the Brick 
School hou se , 
was a school 
board member 
and served on 
the commit-
tee which en-
acted the Mil-
ford Area High 
School agree-
ment.  Many re-

member her as the Amherst Gad-
fly when she was a correspondent 
for the Milford Cabinet, as well as 
for the Union Leader and The Tele-
graph.

She was a charter member of the 
Historical Society of Amherst and 
served as its historian and publica-
tion chairperson.  Her invaluable 
writings about Amherst history 
continue to be a source of interest 
for Society members and histori-
ans.  At her death, memorial contri-
butions were used to establish the 
Dorothy Davis Memorial Scholar-
ship, awarded to seniors pursuing a 
service-oriented field.
Barbara (Hallowell) Landry 
(1925-2008)

Barbara and her husband moved 
to Amherst in 1947, renting an 
apartment in the “Cushing’s Fol-
ly” building that was once on the 
site of where Moulton’s Market is 
today.  Less than six months later, 
the couple lost everything in a fire 
that destroyed the three-story brick 
building in 1948. Barbara remained 
forever grateful for the generos-
ity she and her husband received 
from the town’s residents, perhaps 
the impetus for her desire to give 
back.  She served 37 years in town 
government as tax collector, select-
men’s secretary, administrative as-
sistant and as Amherst’s first town 
administrator.  Her contributions 

to the town were 
acknowledged in 
1977 when she 
was recognized 
as Citizen of the 
Year.

She also found 
the time to be a 
Girl Scout Lead-
er, member of the 
Historical Soci-
ety of Amherst, 
and one of the 
original members 
of the Amherst 
Junior Woman’s 
Club, serving as 
the club’s second 
President and lat-

er being recognized as a Lifetime 
Honorary member.
Jean Elizabeth (Davis) Crocker 
(1935-2004)

Jean, daughter of Dorothy Davis, 
was a lifelong resident of Amherst 
and a very active member of the 
community.  She was a life member 
of the Historical Society of Amherst 
where she held a number of board 
positions, and a life member of the 
Congregational Church, where she 
was wed to her husband Richard 
Crocker in 1958.  She also served 
on the boards of the Heritage Com-
mission, and the Jack and Jill Kin-
dergarten that was once housed in 
the Brick Schoolhouse.

An unofficial town historian, Jean 
kept a personal library of Amherst 
history and memorabilia and en-
joyed providing information and re-
sources to anyone who asked.  She 
made a selfless contribution to the 

Amherst Women Making a Difference

Amherst Town Band Concert Schedule
Saturday, September 25   
3 PM Concert on the Amherst Town 
Common
Amherst 250th Anniversary celebra-
tion

Saturday, October 16 
Noon Pumpkin Festival Parade, 
Keene For more information about 
the band, see their web site: www.
amhersttownband.org.
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September 1st   SOCRATES CAFE  
Join us as we bring philosophy to the everyday individual through a gathering for 

those who like to talk about issues, ethics and ideas. We get together and discuss 
what is on our minds, from something on the news that day to the age old questions 
of “What is ...?  Do you like to have a good, safe discussion without fear of being at-
tacked for having an opinion that is different?  Share in learning how to think, not 
what to think. We meet the first Wednesday of every month at the Toadstool Book-
store in Milford at 7 p.m.

Amherst Area Newcomers’ Special Kick-off Event
 The Amherst Area Newcomers’ Club will be hosting a “Wine & Cheese Tasting” 

as their special annual Open House/Kick-Off event.  This event will be presented by 
VINEXTRA, a local distributor of a portfolio of wines from limited-production artisanal 
wineries.  The event will be held on Thursday September 9th beginning at 6:30.  For 
directions please RSVP Kathie Nunley at kathie@brains.org or call Kathy Freitas at 
673-0275.

Newcomers’ is a local women’s group serving Amherst, Milford, Mt Vernon & sur-
rounding areas.  It meets regularly for social activities and in special interest groups.  
In previous years those groups have included a book group, lunch group, “Out & 
About” group and a charity group.  We try to meet the needs of the “truly new” and 
the “not so new” within our communities.  Please come and join us!

For further information on the club please visit our website www.nhnewcomers.
com

Juniors Seeks New Members
The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 

over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Members 
of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the community. The 
club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement and the 
less fortunate. For more information, please contact membership chairwoman Chris-
tina Zlotnick at membership@amherstjuniors.org.

Nashaway Audubon Live Hawks and Owls!
 Come join the Nashaway Chapter of the NH Audubon Society in September for a 

Hawk Watch and a Live Owl presentation. On Sunday, September 12 the group will 
travel to NH Audubon’s Raptor Migration Observatory at Miller State Park on Pack 
Monadnock in Peterborough, NH.  Pack Monadnock is the best location in the state 
to see large numbers of migrating hawks in the fall. The auto road to the summit 
parking lot in Miller State Park allows almost anyone to reach the observatory and 
experience this spectacle first-hand. 

Many of these birds travel long distances from their breeding sites to wintering ar-
eas; some migrating from Canada to South America. During these annual migrations 
they often gather in huge numbers in passage along coastlines and mountain ridges 
where geography and local weather interact to bring them together. At these special 
places, all across North America, biologists, citizen scientists, birdwatchers, and the 
interested public also gather to identify and count these raptors or simply to enjoy 
one of nature’s most magnificent spectacles. 

Bring a chair, binoculars, and a lunch. Meet in Nashua at the Exit 7 Park & Ride, 
on the hill behind Granite Inn at 8am or meet the group at the destination. To register 
or for more information, contact Richard Bielawski 429-2537 or rbielawski@mac.
com  For more information about the Raptor Migration Observatory, visit http://www.
nhaudubon.org/center _ pack.php

On Tuesday, September 14 the group will host Marcia and Mark Wilson for Eyes on 
Owls, a live owl presentation. The Wilsons care for disabled wild owls under strict fed-
eral and state guidelines and their live animals may only be seen at programs put on 
by groups like NH Audubon. Come join the group for this rare live bird encounter and 
say hello to Nyctea, a Snowy Owl and his friends. In the past, the Wilson’s have also 
been known to bring along some four-legged friends as well! This free event is open 
to the public and will be held at 7pm in the downstairs Theater Room of the Nashua 
Public Library. No registration is necessary, but if you would like more information, 
contact Richard Maloon 424-5621 or richard.maloon@att.net. For more information 
about the Wilsons, go to www.eyesonowls.com  

Nashua Historical Society hosts     
“A History of Nashua”

Tuesday, September 21, at 7:30 pm the Nashua Historical Society will host a pro-
gram entitled “A History of Nashua: The Nashua Symphony Chorus. Diane Cushing, 
Director of Choral activities, will deliver a talk about the origins, history and future 
plans of this important Nashua area cultural asset. Several early members, who are 
still singing with the group, will be recognized. The presentation will be followed by a 
short live performance by the Nashua Choral Ensemble, a 20-voice ensemble com-
prised of members of the Symphony Chorus. Free Admission and open to the public.

Amherst Blood Drive, September 14
Blood is the one medicine that can only come from a healthy volunteer donor.  

Please join us on Tuesday, September 14th at Seasonal Specialty Stores located 
at 120 Route 101A in Amherst.  Donors can give the Gift of Life between 1:00 pm 
and 6:00 pm.  All presenting donors will receive an American Red Cross t-shirt. The 
time you take to donate could help a premature baby, an accident victim or a cancer 
patient on the road to recovery.  Please make an appointment to donate blood today, 
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit: redcrossblood.org.

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

REPUBLICAN

 Bill Belvin 

Representative to the NH Legislature
Milford – Amherst, District 6

• Enact State Policies to Expand Employment
• Limit Spending
• Balanced Responsible Budgets
• No New Taxes
• Supports Second Amendment Rights

I request your Primary vote
	 	 Tuesday, September 14

Paid for by Christy Belvin, Fiscal Agent:

Continued on page 6 u

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e s t o R a t i o n   •  R e m o d e l i n g  •  R e p a i R s  •

•   eme R gen C Y   gene R ato R s    installed   –   C all    F o R    details  •

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

Arb or iculturAl  Serv iceS
M ichAel  henn AS

by

ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting
over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems

fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics • storm damage cleanup

Specializing in

  ISA Certified Arborist Since 1992 • 22 Years Experience in Plant Health Care
NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Specialist

Professional Tree & Shrub Pruning
801-5366 • pruningbymike@aol.com

www.thetownplier.com

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

A-PRO
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Insured • Steam Cleaned • Available 7 Days a Week

(603) 672-2205
Dave Temple, Owner Also Offer:
244 Boston Post Road Home / Office Cleaning
Amherst, NH 03031 by Karen Temple

TILE & GROUT 

CLEANING AVAILABLE

Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


