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nearly twenty years later 
would result in his death at 
age 76: he was run over by an 
express team [of horses] in 
Boston, fracturing his skull 
and the bones of his ankle; 
he did not regain conscious-
ness and died the next day 
in the hospital.  His funeral 
on Monday in Boston was 
attended by 75 deaf-mutes; 
and on Tuesday a funeral 
was held in the residence of 
the late Dea. B.B. David.
Sources: The old images are 
from the Howard Locke Col-
lection at the Town Library, 
which Bill Wichman has tran-
scribed and scanned onto a 
CD. The American Asylum for 
the Deaf at Hartford pub-
lished statistics about their pupils in annual reports (see 1877).

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

In the mid-1800s, two deaf-mute 
couples, who wed in 1840 and 1844, 
lived their married lives in Amherst 
Village and were an integral part of 
its social fabric. A deaf single wom-
an also lived here in the 1850s-’60s. 
One more deaf couple arrived three 
decades later, in 1876, with a deaf-
mute son. Not one of them was born 
in Amherst. 

Was such a concentration unusu-
al? Not really. Before vaccinations 
and antibiotics, early childhood dis-
eases such as scarlet fever, spotted 
fever, and measles could result in 
deafness. 

Why did they settle here? The 
husbands of the two first couples 
each had a widowed mother who 
moved here to be near family mem-
bers. I’ll bet the presence of the first 
two couples, who were active in the 
greater New England deaf commu-
nity, drew the spinster and other 
couple to town. All eight of them 
had one thing in common: they all 
attended the same school, namely 
the American Asylum for the Edu-
cation and Instruction of the Deaf 
and Dumb in Hartford, Conn. Rev. 
Thomas H. Gallaudet founded it in 
1817 and thereby introduced sign 
language to America, with the aid 
of a deaf teacher he brought back 
from France. The school admitted 
pupils aged 8 to 25 who could al-
ready write and intended to stay at 
least two years.  The N. H. Legisla-
ture allocated funds for the purpose 
of educating indigent deaf children 
at that asylum as early as 1823. Oth-
ers could petition the Legislature 
for support. In 1829, there were 143 
pupils at the asylum; 54 of them 
were supported by the state of Mas-
sachusetts, including future Am-
herst residents John O. David and 
his wife-to-be and the future Mrs. 
George Kent; 15 by New Hamp-
shire, including George Kent; 21 by 
Vermont, 13 by Maine, and 13 by 
Connecticut. In 1850-51, there were 
204 pupils, 117 males + 87 females, 
23 of them from N.H.
John O. David & Philenia Em-
erson

John O. David (1813-1887) had 
ties to all three of the Village’s grand 
historic houses: His uncle resided in 
the big beautiful brick Robert Means 
Jr.-Barnabas B. David House at the 
traffic light, which his daughter 
Lucy Emma saved from fire in 1872. 
As a newlywed, John O. lived in the 

stately Col. Robert Means Mansion 
on Pierce Lane. He was convert-
ed by a pastor who lived in the el-
egant Frederick French Mansion at 
13 Carriage Road, and his daughter 
married the son of another clergy-
man who lived in the French Man-
sion and performed the ceremony.

He was born in Boston where his 
father John David had a whip mak-
ing business. Little John, who was 
left deaf from a fever at age 1-and-a-
half, was 7 when his pa died in 1820. 
His father’s brother Barnabas took 
over the whip business with partner 
Samuel B. Melendy, and moved it to 
Amherst, Melendy’s hometown, in 
1823. John O. of Boston was sent to 
the school for the deaf for 7 years, 
starting at age 10 in 1824, and sub-
sequently taught there for 7 years. 
His widowed mother Lucy (1786-
1876) followed her brother-in-law 
to Amherst around 1831, so John O. 
probably spent summer vacations at 
his ma’s home in Amherst village. 

The fourth pastor of the Congre-
gational Church of Amherst won re-
nown for the many 
new members he 
added to his flock 
in his eight years 
here; the one con-
version that meant 
the most to him 
was speechless 
young John, a jour-
neyman shoemak-
er. John’s moth-
er was anxious 
about her son’s 
soul and asked 
others to pray for 
him. During the 
religious revival 
of 1835, Rev. Si-
las Aiken visited 
John, communi-
cating by means 
of the slate and 

pencil that the deaf-
mute always kept by 
his side. John there-
after actively attend-
ed church and be-
came a model worker 
in a revival, visiting 
from house to house 
with his slate, “talk-
ing with the people 
and persuading them 
to love Christ.” (This 
story was told by Rev. 
J. D. Kingsbury in his 
“Sketch of Rev. Silas 
Aiken,” 1870.) Some 
years later, while still 
residing in Amherst, 

he became a popular preacher to 
the deaf-mute community in Bos-
ton, using sign language, so was 
called “Rev. J. O. David.”.  

In 1840, at the age of 27, he mar-
ried former classmate Philenia Em-
erson (1816-1885) of Croyden, N.H., 
whose deafness was caused by mea-
sles at 6 months of age. Philenia, 
then of Cambridge, Mass., attended 
the school in Hartford for 5 years, 
starting at age 10 in 1826. The cou-
ple settled in Amherst, renting half 
of the Col. Robert Means Mansion, 
also occupied by his mother and 
brother. Two daughters were born 
there, Ann (1841) and Lucy Emma 
(1844). When John’s younger broth-
er, Charles H. David, who worked 
in uncle’s whip factory, moved his 
small family to 93 Boston Post Road 
(bought for $800) in 1842, John 
“hired” the entire Means Mansion.

As a young married woman, 
Philenia “joined the Baptist church 
here and was an esteemed and con-
scientious member. Skillful with 

the needle and in-
dustrious, she was 
always ready to bend 
her art to aid chari-
table and benevolent 
enterprises. Though 
delegated to a si-
lent life, yet she al-
ways carried a smile 
and wore a cheerful 
countenance. Intel-
ligent, and divin-
ing one’s thoughts 
by intuition, it was 
always pleasant to 
hold communion 
with her.” (So said 
her obituary.)

In March 1848, 
John O. David 
bought the recent-
ly-built house at 

15 Carriage Road for $1000 for his 
family of three children, sharing 
the home for some years with his 
mother Lucy. His youngest, a son 
named John Gallaudet David, was 
born there in 1853; he later moved 
to Boston.
Lucy E. David & Wm B. Clark

In 1872, daughter Lucy E. David, a 
teacher in East Boston, married the 
man who had moved in next door in 
1852 when he was 10 and she 8. It 
must have been a special pleasure for 
the elderly Rev. William Clark, who 
still lived in the Frederick French 
Mansion at 13 Carriage Road, to co-
officiate at the wedding of his only 
child. William B. Clark returned to 
Wisconsin with his bride, but both 
are buried in Amherst.
Shoemaker Prominent in Deaf-
Mute Affairs

John O. David was a shoemaker 
for several decades. An invoice/re-
ceipt given to attorney Perley Dodge 
survives: services from Dec. 1857 
to Sept. 1859 come to $14.07. Mak-
ing calf boots was the costliest item 
at $3.00; making calf slippers cost 
$0.75, mending shoes 18 cents, and 
mending slipper 6 cents.  He was 
also very active helping to create a 
deaf-mute community in New Eng-
land, and especially Boston. In 1857 
he was on the board of the New Eng-
land Gallaudet Association as the 
manager for N.H. and hosted their 
1857 meeting at Amherst’s Unit-
ed States Hotel; they got free use 
of the room and free train fare too. 
He was an agent of the Boston Deaf 
Mute Society and a regularly fea-
tured speaker at deaf-mute events, 
such as the dedication of the Gal-
laudet statue in Hartford in 1854, 
and meetings of the Boston Deaf 
Mute Christian Association in 1863 
and of the Granite State Deaf Mute 
Mission in Amherst in 1878. At age 
67, he listed his occupation as teach-
er in the census.  The box for “deaf 
and dumb” was checked, of course, 
for both John & his wife; however, 
unlike for the other two deaf-mute 
couples in town,  the “disabled” box 
was not checked – that could be 
oversight of census taker or a reflec-
tion of their attitude.

John O. David had a close call on 
a Saturday in August 1868, when he 
was “run over by a careless driver,” 
presumably of a horse-drawn ve-
hicle, and seriously injured while 
“standing in the street [in Amherst] 
conversing with a friend.” He recov-
ered, but a similar circumstance 

Town News Events Calendar
SHS SKI & SKATE SALE

The Souhegan High School Boys Varsity Hockey Team will be hosting their an-
nual Ski & Skate Sale on October 22nd and 23rd in the cafeteria at Souhegan High 
School.

Consignment items can be dropped off on Friday evening, October 22nd from 
4:00PM-6:30PM and on Saturday, October 23rd from 7:00AM-8:30AM.  The Sale 
will be held on Friday night 7:00PM-9:00PM and Saturday 9:00AM-1:00PM.  Both 
new and used items will be available for purchase; available items may include cross 
country skis, downhill skis, snowboards,boots, poles, skates, roller blades and winter 
apparel.  In addition, representatives from Rodgers Ski & Sport Shop will be available 
both days.  For additional information, please contact Patty Casey at caseyamherst@
comcast.net or Annmarie Hayden at annmarie _ hayden@hotmail.com.

MOMS Club of Amherst Announces 2010-2011 Meet-
ing Dates

AMHERST—The east and west sister chapters of MOMS® (Mothers Offering Moth-
ers Support) Club of Amherst recently announced their 2010-2011 business meeting 
schedules. Route 101 delineates the split into East and West chapters.

The East chapter meets 9:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. on the third Tuesday of each 
month. The West chapter meets 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on the third Wednesday 
of each month. Both groups’ meetings convene in the basement of the First Baptist 
Church of Amherst, 25 ½ Middle Street. 

MOMS Club of Amherst is a chapter of MOMS Club International, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to supporting stay-at-home mothers and their children. Our 
sister chapters offer playgroups, outings, craft days, cookie decorating days, various 
special-interest offerings (coffee, book, exercise, scrap booking and recipe clubs), a 
babysitting coop, community service/fund raising opportunities, and a monthly Moms’ 
Night Out. Children are welcome at all events.

To learn more about our club visit http://sites.google.com/site/amherstmomsclub/ 
or e-mail us at amherstmomsclub@yahoo.com. 
2010-2011 Meeting Dates:

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

A-PRO
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Insured • Steam Cleaned • Available 7 Days a Week

(603) 672-2205
Dave Temple, Owner Also Offer:
244 Boston Post Road Home / Office Cleaning
Amherst, NH 03031 by Karen Temple

TILE & GROUT 

CLEANING AVAILABLE

www.thetownplier.com

“The Touchdown”
Hungry Herbs Pizza

DJ Square • 704 Route 101A • Merrimack, NH  • 883-7000
View our full menu at: www.hungryherbspizza.com

————————————————————————————
Pickup or Delivery. Limit one coupon per visit.  Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 10/11/10

with this coupon

with this coupon
AC 9-14-10

1 Lg. cheese pizza + 20 wings + 2 Ltr. soda   $19.99 +tax

PAYROLL SPECIALIST
No Payroll Too Large or Too small

 SERvINg LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEN YEARS
• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• and all Employer federal    

and State forms and Tax Payments.
Call for information:  603-672-1155 

Wellness expo
october 3 – 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Cobblestone Corner, 76 Route 101A, Amherst

Nia, Yoga & Tai Chi Demos 
massage, intuitive readings, crystals, 

healing products and services

For Sale
Deluxe Pride Rollator Walker ......... $100
Karma Transport Wheelchair.......... $100

Both in LIKE NEW condition 
and well worth over $400!!

673-2865

ONGOING REGISTRATION FOR THE 2010-2011 YEAR
Before and after school enrichment for your kindergartner.

“Free play is thinking time for young children”
11 Church Street,  Amherst, NH 03031  

672-3168
Non-Profit www.preschoolinthevillage.org Licensed Plus

Preschool programs for 
your 3 and 4 year olds

An extra year of learning 
for your 5 year old

Arb or iculturAl  Serv iceS
M ichAel  hennAS

by

ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting
over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems

fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics • storm damage cleanup

Specializing in

  ISA Certified Arborist Since 1992 • 22 Years Experience in Plant Health Care
NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Specialist

Professional Tree & Shrub Pruning
801-5366 • pruningbymike@aol.com

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e s t o R a t i o n   •  R e m o d e l i n g  •  R e p a i R s  •

•   eme R gen C Y   gene R ato R s    installed   –   C all    F o R    details  •

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

EAST—
September 
21
October 19
November 16
December 21

January 18
February 15
March 15
April 19
May 17
June 21

WEST—
September 
15
October 20
November 17
December 15

January 19
February 16
March 16
April 20
May 18
June 15

Socrates Café – October 6
Join us as we bring philosophy to the everyday individual through a gathering for 

those who like to talk about issues, ethics and ideas. We get together and discuss 
what is on our minds, from something on the news that day to the age old questions 
of “What is ...?  Do you like to have a good, safe discussion without fear of being at-
tacked for having an opinion that is different?  Share in learning how to think, not 
what to think. We meet the first Wednesday of every month at the Toadstool Book-
store in Milford at 7 p.m.

Amherst Town Band Concert Schedule
Saturday, October 16 
Noon Pumpkin Festival Parade, Keene For more information about 
the band, see their web site: www.amhersttownband.org.

John O. David House (built ca. 1845)  at 15 
Carriage Road in Amherst. John O. David, a 
deaf mute shoemaker, bought it in March 
1848 for $1000. In 1872, his daughter 
Lucy Emma, then a Boston school teacher, 
married the Wisconsin banker son of next-

Historic Amherst

Deaf-Mutes in Amherst, in the 19th Century
Part One: The John O. David Family

John O. David & his wife, née Philenia Emerson

Lucy E. David (Mrs. William B. 
Clark)


