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TheToadsTool
Bookshops

Foreign Policy
Discussion grouP

Tue., Oct. 5, 7 p.m.
NEW! Come join the forum on policy 

and its impact.
—————

“Finding A Way In” with 
MAyA STeIn

Thu., Oct. 7, 6 p.m.
This 21/2 hour workshop is open to all 
writers. There will be exercises and 

ample time for sharing. See our website 
for a list of items to bring this evening.

—————
TIM BASIL erIng
Fri., Oct. 8, 3:30 ish

The wonderful children’s picture 
book illustrator drops in to sign his 

heart-warming new tale of a lost dog, 
“Snook Alone”. (Candlewick, $16.99)

—————
LOOk FOr uS AT The 
PuMPkIn FeSTIvAL!

—————
can’t attend an event?

call us and we’ll get a copy 
signed for you.

www.toadbooks.com
Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5

Lorden Plaza, Milford
673-1734

12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

Save hundreds on selected spas sets this week 
Call us first for hot tub repairs on every major brand. 

    www.seasonalstores.com

Many of the staff and their families from Clark/Wilkins Elementary School, took part in a 5K on Sunday, September 12th. It was sponsored by the Alli-
ance for Cancer. Although it was a cool, rainy morning everyone was smiling and in great spirits. It was a great bonding activity since everyone has been 
affected in some way by this disease.

Alliance for Cancer 5K Walk

Coney Island Camporee is a Hit!
On a beautiful Saturday morn-

ing 98 local girl scouts packed into 
a multitude of mini-vans headed for 
Antrim, NH for the 12 Annual Girl 
Scout Camporee. The theme of Co-
ney Island lent itself to a wide vari-
ety of carnival games and activities 
including fried dough over an open 
campfire and homemade ice cream.  
Many of the local troops, rang-
ing from Daisies right up spent the 
night in Adirondack style cabins at 
lovely Camp Chenoa.

The first Camporee (1997) was 
held in Bedford at Camp Kettleford. 
Over the years there have been vari-
ous themes and locations for the 
event, but one constant holds steady.  
Camporee organizers Vicky Leknes 
and Karen Urbanik have repeated-

ly planned and executed the event 
year after year, which has been a 
highlight to many scouts. It offers 
a chance for many leaders to take 
their troops out camping with the 
guidance of experienced Girl Scout 
veterans.

“Karen and I started this string of 
Camporees in town; I’m not sure if 
there is a past history.  We started 
them because we had done similar 
camping events when we were Girl 
Scouts.  We had also been involved 
in Boy Scouts and wanted the town 
girls to have the same chance for 
camping opportunities as the boys,” 
shared Leknes.

The format has evolved over the 
years, but one of the main purposes 
of the Camporee is to mix the age 
levels of the scouts in town, giving 
leadership responsibility to the old-
er scouts and providing role mod-
els for the younger ones. This year, 
Cadette Michelle Indelicato helped 
with the Camporee as part of her 
Silver Award.  She is writing up a 
how-to brochure on organizing a 
Camporee, and she is learning from 
the professionals!Brownie, Ryleigh is all smiles while 

shaking her ice cream!

Junior Scout Kate carefully toasts 
her “fried dough” over the campfire.

Going Public

  Stories to Tell
 by Steve Dreher

EngliSh TEachEr anD EngliSh DEparTmEnT coorDinaTor
SouhEgan high School

It’s college essay season.  Once again, over 200 Souhegan stu-
dents will sit down and try to explain how an experience, a person, 
a quote, or a deeply held belief captures who they are and who they 
might become.   

As an English teacher who works primarily with seniors, I look 
forward to reading the college essays each year.  Many students, 
however, do not look forward to writing them.  The college essay 
is a difficult piece both because it so directly impacts students’ fu-
tures and because it has so many requirements.  Foremost, it has 
to be an excellent piece of writing.  Next, colleges want an origi-
nal and unique story.  While students have often read or heard 
stories throughout their lives, writing an engaging one is a chal-
lenge.  Thirdly, it asks students to brag a bit and to describe their 
best attributes and achievements.  Finally, it’s short - usually 250-
500 words.   Even the most comfortable writers get nervous when 
it comes to the college essay.  I often tell those students the story of 
Sara, a student I had a few years ago.   Sara was not a comfortable 
writer.  To the contrary, she had informed me just three weeks ear-
lier, upon entering the class, that writing in an organized way was 
one of her biggest challenges.

Sara approached me the day that first drafts were due, “I have 
something, but I’m not sure about it...”  I always introduce the col-
lege essay with some free-writes that address topics common in 
the essay questions.  We read and discuss a few successful essays 
from past years.  We discuss basic requirements and we review the 
elements of a good story.  Sara’s first draft was a lengthy five page 
story of a house in New Brunswick that had been in her family for 
four generations.  She described the house room by room.  She 
spent a page on the scenery around the house, and she described 
how each generation of her family had used the house.  Parts of her 
essay were beautiful and even poetic.  At the same time, Sara was 
worried that it lacked direction.  Additionally, it had no explicit 
connection to her.  

Sara was like many writers.  She had a lot to say, but didn’t know 
how to focus her writing in order to make a specific point.  For 
that reason, and in spite of the fact that she had a wonderful writ-
ing voice, her writing rarely felt successful to her.  Every writing 
teacher is familiar with the tendency of students to write their way 
into a topic.  I knew Sara had done that and I wanted to help her to 
carve away the excess from her draft.

I asked Sara what her essay said about her.  She could not answer 
that question.  I advised her to set aside her draft and write a list of 
the qualities she valued most in herself.  She agreed to try.

The next day, Sara approached me before class started.  It had 
occurred to her, while making her list, that the qualities she val-
ued most in herself corresponded with the stories she had written 
about her family members at the summer home.  She had found 
her direction.  In the process, she had realized that the best writ-
ing is fueled by discovery.  She went home determined to revise 
her draft.  

Sara never lost her excitement.  She revised and edited her draft.  
She shared it with others and heard their feedback.  She set it aside, 
and further honed her ideas.  Then she revised again.  She worked 
at specifically addressing everything the question asked.   In time, 
she revised it into the essay that would get her into college.  It also 
became one that, with her permission, I share with students each 
year as an exemplar.  Sara wrote, 

…I am empathetic Joe and self-aware Maureen. I am cooks, fish-
ermen, nurses, 

and storytellers. I am inquisitive Margaret’s checkers, butter 
cookies and Red Rose Tea. I am Adventurous Harry, his fishing 
boat, black Volkswagen Beetle, and wild rabbits. I am my father’s 
stories. I am those moments that came before. I will continue to 
be anchored in the calm of my family’s history even as I prepare to 
form my own story, a story yet undefined…

Through her essay, she understood that her life, like her writ-
ing, would be one of discovery.  In the end, her essay changed the 
way Sara viewed herself as a writer.  Maybe she had a little trouble 
organizing, but she understood that, with hard work and time to 
think, she could write something great – she had realized that she 
had stories to tell and stories to create.  

Free Child Check – Saturday, October 16

Souhegan High School Launches 
“Kindness in Action” Week

The School Districts of Am-
herst, Milford, Mont Vernon, Lyn-
deborough, and Wilton offer FREE 
Child Checks for children ages 3 
to 5 years old.  Specialists screen 
children’s overall development in-
cluding speech and language, learn-
ing, movement, vision, and hearing 
skills.  Results are shared with par-
ents at the time of the Child Check.  
If you would like your child’s skills 

assessed, or have a concern that your 
child may not be developing skills at 
age appropriate times, please call for 
an appointment at the Child Check.  
Screenings are also available for 
children under age 3.  APPOINT-
MENTS ARE REQUIRED.  Please 
call and leave a message for Jane at 
886-8500, Ext. 317.  Jane will return 
your call to schedule your appoint-
ment. 

Souhegan High School has invit-
ed Shawn Achor, former Harvard 
lecturer and author of The Happi-
ness Advantage, to speak at their 
“Kindness in Action” week.  In ac-
knowledgement of National Mental 
Health Awareness week, the goal is 
to focus the school community on 
the importance of deliberate and in-
tentional kindness toward ourselves 
and others. Student learning will fo-
cus on the importance of optimism, 
kindness, and altruism through ex-
amples and opportunities for prac-
tice.  

School leaders and staff members 
have designed a week of experiences 
and Advisory activities to help stu-
dents, staff, and the community be-
come more active in their support 
for one another. 

To deepen the impact of this 
theme and “empower the mind, 
body, and heart,” as Souhegan’s mis-
sion statement states, Shawn Achor 

will speak with students, staff, and 
the community. In a world of in-
creasing negativity, workload, and 
stress, Shawn speaks about how you 
can actually train your brain to be 
more positive which raises every ed-
ucational (and business) outcome: 
test scores, productivity, creativi-
ty, intelligence and health.  Achor’s 
work will help students overcome 
difficult situations, deepen social 
support networks, and develop pos-
itive behaviors.

Souhegan High School, 412 Bos-
ton Post Road, Amherst

Thursday, October 7th, 2010.  All 
members of the Amherst and Mont 
Vernon communities are invited:  

• 9:00 a.m. -  10:10 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Souhegan 

theatre
• 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. with a 

parent/community focus; Souhe-
gan theatre

Schools

Next Issue:  October 12 
Deadline:  October 6

Tell our advertisers you saw their ad in The Amherst Citizen!


