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MMost days, you probably want visitors to feel wel-
come and secure in your home. But one day a year, 
it’s fun to scare the dickens out of them - so make 
the most of Halloween and all the good-natured 
frights that come along with the spookiest of holi-
days.

While your neighbors may pull out all the stops 
decorating outdoors for Christmas, an over-the-top 
Halloween display can also earn you a place in neigh-
borhood lore. The Halloween decor experts at online 
retailer SeventhAvenue.com offer some tips to con-
sider as you create a spooky playground to impress 
the trick-or-treaters:

* Know your audience. It might be a good idea to 
match the level of scary in your Halloween deco-
rations with the age of the children you expect to 
come trick-or-treating. For younger children, think 
fun. Older kids might appreciate a good scare. 

* Choose a theme. Halloween is the perfect holiday 
for creativity, so when it comes to the front yard, 
don’t limit yourself. Decorations that center around 
a theme are the most impactful and will delight 
children when walking to your doorstep. You could 
choose something as simple as a graveyard theme, 
leading visitors through a path of gravestones and 
creaky gates, with zombie decorations for good 
measure. Or use ideas from your favorite scary mov-
ie. If you need ideas, try browsing outdoor Halloween 
decor at online retailers like www.seventhavenue.com.

* Direct traffic. Now that you’ve chosen a theme, think about how 
you want your guests to experience it, beginning with the sidewalk 
and ending with your front door. For example, if you went with a 
Dracula theme you could lead your visitors to the front door with 
lights that resemble chandelier candles. Solar lanterns could also be 
used to light the path, as they won’t leave you burning through bat-
teries or electricity. Well lit signs could also be used to lead visitors 
through a scavenger hunt through your front yard. 

* Dress the part. To make your theme really work for you, wear a 
costume to the door that goes along with it. It’s a great way to get in 
touch with your inner child and to thrill the kids in your neighbor-
hood.

* Safety first. While it’s great to create the scariest yard on the block, 
you should also make sure it’s safe. Walkways and hazards like ponds 
or stairs should be well lit.

* Get help from nature. The trees in your yard make a great place 
to hang spooky decorations. Use old grass clippings to give a spookier 
feel to zombies and gravestones. You can use leaves as stuffing paper 
for bags and figurines, filling them with life.

* Treats matter. We all know the number one reason kids look for-
ward to Halloween is the bounty they’ll bring home from a long night 
of trick-or-treating. Considering that everyone else will give out candy, 
make your house more memorable by giving a toy related to your 
theme. Or, give glow bracelets that are not only fun but will also keep 
them safe by making them visible in the dark.
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How to make your house 
spectacularly haunted for 
one day

After months of sunshine, cookouts, beach-go-
ing and outdoor entertaining, it can be a little 
disappointing to realize the cool bite of fall is 
on its way. But warding off those cold-weather 
blues can be as simple as redecorating a room 
(or a few) to create a hideaway that you can en-
joy until spring arrives. With a little time and 
creativity, you can create a fresh space that 
will outlast the dreary weather of the coming 
months.

Preparing a home for the coldest months of 
the year - whether you expect to host company 
for the holidays or to simply spend more time in-
doors - can seem daunting. But professional de-
signer and television personality Danielle Hirsch 
says there is no need to fret. Hirsch, featured on 
Dutch Boy’s new Restore My Decor.com decorat-
ing website, says there are many ways to mini-
mize the time and expense you might associate 
with refreshing your home’s interior. Here are 

just a few of her easy and affordable tips that 
can help bring new life to your decor.

It might sound like a cliche, but a fresh coat of 
interior paint can truly do wonders to renew a 
space. Dutch Boy’s Restore My Decor.com web-
site features advice from Hirsch to help you 
decide what color and design scheme is right 
for your room. She also offers tips to help your 
project run smoothly. Gathering valuable in-
spirational ideas from the site will ensure your 
interior turns out right the first time, saving you 
valuable time and money.

Don’t stop with wall color, though. As the 
weather turns bleak, heat up your home design 
by bringing a bit of color inside. Are you conser-
vative when it comes to design? Try accenting 
a neutral room with a few pieces of the same 
color family. If you’re more daring, play with a 
variety of warm, bright colors. “Take cues from 
Mother Nature and pull colors you see from the 

foliage around you,” Hirsch says. “Rich oranges, 
chocolate browns, vibrant reds and ambers - 
these colors bring energy as the days get darker 
earlier.”

To create the perfect atmosphere for your 
cozy escape, appealing to all senses is a must. 
Give your entire home a warm, inviting aroma 
with seasonal scented candles. Liven up a dining 
room with a visually stimulating centerpiece or 
wall hanging. Or make a casual den more com-
fortable with overstuffed throw pillows or a 
faux fur rug. Adding small accents and finishing 
touches can completely change the ambiance of 
a room and turn it into an area where you’ll ac-
tually enjoy spending time.

You can also take pleasure in the changing of 
the seasons by incorporating natural outdoor 
elements into your decor. “Nothing says fall like 
a pumpkin, and if you hollow it out, it makes a 
great vase,” Hirsch says. She also suggests accent-
ing a room with seasonal fruits, vegetables and 
flowers, colorful leaves and pinecones for quick 
and easy ways to bring the natural beauty of au-
tumn indoors.

“To round out your fall decorating remember 
that with the days getting shorter, warm light-
ing is essential,” Hirsch says. Do a quick audit of 
the lighting to ensure you’re making the most of 
your room’s natural and artificial light. Intro-
ducing a new light source, whether it’s a stand-
ing or table lamp, can transform the overall feel 
of a room and fight off the dreary gray outside 
your window.

Hirsch goes onto say, “This fall, don’t be lulled 
into hibernation. Take the time you have indoors 
and put it to good use. Tackling interior projects 
now will leave your home looking beautiful and 
ready for family and friends for years to come.”
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Cozy up to redecorating and 
prepare your home for indoor 
entertaining

Halloween is the second most decorated holiday, so it won’t be long 
until ghouls and goblins, witches and vampires, pumpkins and candy 
corn adornments begin appearing in advance of trick-or-treating and 
haunting celebrations.

This year, instead of buying your decorations, why not brew a little 
imagination? Just stir in a few items you already have around the 
house and a couple of cans of spray paint to create bewitching, inex-
pensive pieces for your home and yard.

Here are three project ideas to inspire and help you easily put some 
extra spookiness in your Halloween trick-or-treating.

Ghoulish gravestones
Turn a couple of old boxes into a chilling graveyard to keep the gob-

lins and vampires at bay.
What you’ll need: Black granite textured “stone” spray paint, such as 

Krylon’s Make It Stone; spray adhesive; glow-in-the-dark paint; boxes 
(note: old shipping boxes work well); foam or wood letters; various Hal-
loween decorations; hot or super glue; packing tape; newspaper; large 
nails or ground stakes; and scissors.

How to do it: Set up a spray paint area in a well-ventilated area by 
covering a table with newspaper. Assemble a box and tape over folded 
seams leaving one end open, as that will serve as the bottom of your 
gravestone. Cut a name plaque to fit the box from the cardboard of 
another and affix with spray adhesive. Glue letters onto the plaque.

Embellish the top of your gravestone with glued-on Halloween 
decorations, like a bat or skull. Paint the entire gravestone with two to 
three coats of “stone” spray paint, letting it dry between coats. Once it’s 
dry, highlight areas with glow-in-the-dark paint. Place a stake in the 
ground, prop up your box and enjoy scaring the neighbors with your 
ghoulishly gorgeous graveyard.

Ghostly globes
Add a spooky twist to your outside walkway on All Hallow’s Eve 

- without having to carve several messy pumpkins - by creating glow-
ing ghostly globes.

What you’ll need: Round glass votives; newspaper; one can each of 
white frosted glass, white and glow-in-the-dark spray paint, such as 
Krylon Glowz; and a black craft pen.

How to do it: Cover your workspace with newspaper. Spray several 
light coats of white frosted glass paint on the lip of each votive and let 
dry. Next, add several light coats of white paint to the outside bottom 
of votives, blending the white seamlessly with the frosted glass. Let 
dry completely.

Spray the entire exterior with glow-in-the dark paint, which will 
allow your votives to shine even when not lit. Finally, draw facial fea-
tures with a black paint pen.

Spooky party servers
Embellish your Halloween party buffet by transforming ordinary 

terra cotta pots into spooky party servers.
What you’ll need: White primer; pumpkin orange, gloss white and 

gold glitter spray paint; black webbing spray from Krylon; brush-on 
black paint; repositionable adhesive; assorted terra cotta pots and 
saucers; metal or enamel bowl; glue; paper; pencil; scissors; and a small 
paint brush.

How to do it: Wash the pots and saucers. Allow to dry. Spray all the 
terra cotta with white primer. Let dry and spray with gloss white. 
Once dry, turn pots upside down and glue the bottom of a saucer to 
the bottom of each pot. Draw ghosts, tombstones and other scary 
characters on paper. Cut the shapes out and spray one side with repo-
sitionable adhesive.

Position the paper shapes randomly on the pots. Spray the outside 
of the bowl and terra cotta pieces with pumpkin orange paint. Once 
dry, spray all the pieces with black webbing spray, then lightly with 
gold glitter spray. When all the paint is dry, remove paper templates 
and add details, such as features on the ghosts and words on the 
tombstones, with black paint. Be sure to not to place unwrapped food 
on any painted surface.

For more Halloween decorating inspiration, there are a plethora of 
arts and crafts web-
sites, such as yourhol-
idaystyle.com, offer-
ing tips, tricks and 
inspiration to help 
you spook your fam-
ily, guests and trick-
or-treaters.
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How to make 
your Halloween 
festivities extra 
spooky


