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By Cliff Ann Wales

omehow, it seemed quite ap-
propriate that the weekend of 
celebration should end in the old 
burying ground behind Town 
Hall. The Captain Josiah Crosby 

Chapter, of the D.A.R.  planned the tour 
with historic interpreters to tell the stories 
of veterans of the American Revolution and 
citizens from the 1760 tax list.  

The first stop on the tour is Mrs. Sarah 
Wilkins (Karen Blood), wife of Rev. Daniel 
Wilkins, a graduate of Harvard College and 
the first minister at Souhegan West.  She 
spoke of how important her husband was, 
his ordination, their ten children and the 
sons who died in the war for independence.  
His memorial stone is a Table Stone and rep-
resents his prominent position in Amherst.

Patty Burge  was standing next to her 
father’s, Nahum Baldwin, gravesite.  Patty (Jeanne Ludt) was born 
in Amherst in 1764 and lived with her family in the Cricket Corner 
district in Amherst.  He moved his house t the village and located it 
on Mack Hill Road. He was instrumental in organizing everyone to 
pledge their lives and fortunes to the new American government.  He 
was a colonel and fought at White Plains, NY.  The Baldwins had sac-
rificed most of their fortune during the war.  Baldwin died at age 54.  

Sarah Kendrick (Janice McDermott) sister-in-law of Nathan Kend-
all lived also in the Cricket Corner district where he built a large and 
bountiful farm. He was captain of the Amherst militia some time be-
fore the revolution. To help the rebel cause he paid a voluntary tax to 
send a representative from Amherst to the First New Hampshire Pro-
vincial Congress. Then in 1776 he signed the Association Test pledg-
ing their loyalty to American independence. 

Next, Joshua Atherton (Richard Hart) an acquaintance of Col. Mo-
ses Nichols remembered his friend as a selectman, doctor, and a man 
who signed that paper which stated their loyalty to the united colo-
nies against the king.  Atherton explained that he was a loyalist and 
disagreed with Nichols vehemently. Moses Nichols was a loyal soldier 

and he lead his  men well. In 
1777 Nichols led 200 New Hamp-
shire men over to Bennington, 
Vermont. He and his men played 
an important part in the victory 
of the Colonials over the British 
troops there. He later lead troops 
in Rhode Island and at White 
Plain, New York.  He was promot-
ed to the rank of Brigadier General 
after the war, so now we call him 
General Nichols.

Mehitable Bradford Averill Cod-
man Upton (Susan Fischer) was 
standing by her second husband’s 
grave, Dr. Henry Codman.  She 
spoke of her husband as being 
an eccentric, humorous and 
kind Irishman.  Henry was a 
proud patriot during the war 
for independence.  He signed 
the Association Test Paper 

and served as Surgeon at West Point.  He died at age 68 in the 
prime of his usefulness, “leaving us the memory of one whose 
gruffness was simply a husk which covered the kernel of many 
kindly deeds.”

The last interpreter was Joseph Leavitt (Andrew Coates) 
brother of Andrew Leavitt, also a veteran of the American Revo-
lution.  No headstone marks Andrew’s final resting place, being 
lost or broken long ago.  When Andrew who was a housewright 
heard the news of Lexington and Concord in 1775, Andrew en-
listed and marched to Cambridge under Col. Josiah Crosby. 

These are just a few of the nine gravesites with historic inter-
preters.  It represents only a small part of the tour and the great 
amount of work done by the historic interpreters, Jackie Mar-
shall and the D.A.R.

These snippets of information represent only a small part of 
the tour and the great amount of work done by the historic in-
terpreters, Jackie Marshall and the D.A.R.
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Dr. Bernard Ang and his Dental Health Team are
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