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MANCHESTER - The Dana Center, re-
gional performing arts center at Saint An-
selm College, upholds its venerable tradition 
of showcasing spectacular performing artists 
from the world roster by announcing its sec-
ond show of the season, The National Dance 
Theater of Ireland in Rhythm of the Dance 
on Thursday, October 14 at 7 pm. In this two 
hour music and dance extravaganza, the au-
dience will enjoy the performances of a live 
band, 3 tenors, and 22 step-dancers. The show 
celebrates the history of the Irish Celts, por-
traying the story of two great Celtic warriors 
rebuilding the Emerald Isle after years of war-
fare. While still conserving the traditions of 
Irish music and step dancing, Rhythm of the 
Dance presents them in a modern style using 
the most up-to-date technology. It features 

original music by Carl Hesion, one of the most 
highly regarded traditional Irish music com-
posers of our time, and the choreography of 
Doireann Carney, a professional dancer who 
toured with both Riverdance and Lord of the 
Dance’s Michael Donnellan. Since its first per-
formance in 1999, Rhythm of the Dance trav-
els around the world entertaining their 4.5 
million fans for 40 weeks of the year. For more 
information on Rhythm of the Dance, visit 
their website at www.rhythmofthedance.com 
or the Dana Center website at www.anselm.
edu/dana, where a world of arts and enter-
tainment is right at your fingertips. Reserved 
Seating: $29.50, Senior Citizens, $25.50, youth 
18 and under and NH College/University Stu-
dents, $12.50 (with I.D.)  The Dana Center 
serves the citizens of New Hampshire and the 

Saint Anselm College community. The Box 
Office is open Monday-Friday from 10:00 AM 
to 4:30 PM.  For tickets and information, call 
641-7700 or now conveniently buy online at 
www.anselm.edu/dana 
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MANCHESTER – East Colony Fine Art Gallery will have Mary 
Walker and Robert Roy as Featured Artists for the month of Octo-
ber, with their show entitled “Earth and Water.” Mary, an oil paint-
er who describes herself as a “Modern Impressionist,” is known for 
her sensitive renditions of the landscape, which beautifully capture 
brief moments in time. One of her new paintings, “Rocky Brook,” 
draws the viewer into its cool tranquility with an intimate view of 
water, sunlight and stone. Bob Roy is a potter, who specializes in 
the ancient art of Raku pottery, and teaches his craft in Goffstown. 
Of his clay vessels - mainly bowls for this show - Bob says, “I like 
the hands-on concept of working with clay. Starting with so little 
(earth) and getting a usable item from that is something I have al-
ways found thrilling.”

Please join the East Colony artists on Thursday, October 21st , 
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. for the festive opening of this wonderful 
new show. The exhibit runs from September 28 through October 
23. All gallery events are free and open to the public. East Colony 
Fine Art is located in Langer Place, 55 South Commercial Street, 
Manchester. Phone: 621-7400. Web site:www.eastcolony.com.

Jason Hackler to Judge Hollis Fine 
Art Festival

Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream At The Redfern

 

The Dana Center Presents

The National Dance Theater of Ireland 
in Rhythm of the Dance, October 14 

Rivier College Art Gallery Presents 
“Norman Rockwell’s America”

Reminder

Art of Africa Exhibit Opens at 
Thorne Gallery

Illustration Exhibit at The New 
Hampshire Institute of Art

“Rocky Brook” oil by Mary Walker

KEENE - From carved serving 
bowls to ceremonial masks, art is 
interwoven into the African way of 
life, as shown in an exhibit to open 
Friday, September 3, through Sun-
day, October 31, at the Thorne-Sa-
gendorph Art Gallery at Keene State 
College.

The Art of Africa exhibit will 
be the focus of the Friends of the 
Thorne’s annual education program 

for area school children, scheduled 
for October 18-29.

The gallery’s new hours are: Sun-
day to Wednesday, noon to 5 p.m.; 
Thursday and Friday, noon to 7 p.m.; 
and Saturday, noon to 8 p.m. It will 
be closed Monday, September 6, for 
Labor Day. The exhibits and educa-
tion program are free and open to 
the public. For information: 358-
2720 or visit www.keene.edultsag. 

HOLLIS – We are pleased to an-
nounce that Jason Hackler, co-own-
er of the New Hampshire Antique 
Co-op will judge the 5th Annual 
Hollis Fine Art Festival, October 16 
and 17.  Mr. Hackler is on the ad-
visory counsel of the Currier Muse-
um of Art and is also on the steering 
committee of the Charles Parsons 
Fund, established through the New 
Hampshire Charitable Foundation 

to continue the study of the history 
of the arts in New Hampshire.

He has been instrumental in 
bringing exceptional fine art, both 
period and contemporary, to New 
Hampshire through ongoing exhi-
bitions at the New Hampshire An-
tique Co-op in Milford.

Hackler says that he is honored to 
have been given this opportunity. 

MANCHESTER - The New 
Hampshire Institute of Art pres-
ents a curated exhibit of illustrative 
works by some of today’s most cele-
brated and recognized artists in the 
international field of illustration. 
Artists include Gary Kelley, Bill 
Mayer, Nathan Fox, Yuko Shimizu, 
Marshall Arisman, Cathie Bleck, 
Etienne Delessert, Natalie Ascenc-
ios, and Brad Holland, among oth-
ers.

This exhibition will be displayed 
in the Amherst Street Gallery, 77 

Amherst Street, Manchester from 
October 4th through October 31st. 
An opening reception is scheduled 
for Wednesday, October 13th from 
5 - 7 pm in the Amherst Street Gal-
lery.

All exhibitions at the New Hamp-
shire Institute of Art are free and 
open to the public. For more infor-
mation about this or upcoming ex-
hibitions, please contact Andrew 
Lucas, Gallery Director at 836-
2573.

NASHUA – From Wednesday, Sep-
tember 22 through Tuesday, October 
26, the Rivier College Art Gallery will 
display “Norman Rockwell’s America: 
A selection of covers from The Satur-
day Evening Post.

Norman Rockwell’s ambition as a 
young art student was to see his work 
on the cover of The Saturday Eve-
ning Post, a weekly subscription and 
news stand publication that featured 
leading names in literature and il-
lustration. A dream fulfilled with 
extraordinary popularity, his now 
legendary association with the maga-
zine spanned the 47 years from 1916 
to 1963. Calling the Post the “greatest 
show window in America,” he cre-
ated over 300 paintings for its covers. 
Tirelessly attuned to a wide variety 
of topics, many of them gleaned from 
detailed observations of the middle-

America he knew well, Rockwell of-
fered a compelling pictorial commen-
tary on life as he saw it during times 
of rapid economic growth and social 
change. This exhibition presents orig-
inal printed and distributed covers 
from the Rivier College Permanent 
Collection of Art.

On Thursday, October 14 at 4 p.m., 
Gallery Director Sr. Theresa Couture 
will deliver a lecture, “Ambiguous Re-
alism: The Art of Norman Rockwell.”

The Rivier College Art Gallery is 
free and open to the public Monday 
through Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Thursday from 10 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m. and Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
For information visit www.rivier.edu/
art or call 897-8276. The Gallery is lo-
cated at 431 South Main Street in Me-
morial Hall on the second floor, ac-
cessible by elevator and six low steps.

Triple self-portrait, image for Post cover 2/13/1960.

America’s Finger Painter to Exhibit 
at the Hollis Fine Art Festival

HOLLIS – Her paintings 
are breathtaking, but even 
more remarkably, they are 
finger-paintings!

They are the works of New 
Hampshire artist Mary Jane 
Q Cross from Newport.

Due to a tremor that she 
developed in the 1990’s she 
can no longer paint in the 
traditional manner using 
conventional artist equip-
ment and has had to re-in-
vent her methods of paint-
ing using dominantly her 
fingers.

She received her formal 
instruction at the Worces-
ter Art Museum in the early 
1970’s and then trained her-
self under the influence of 
the Pre-Raphaelites. Subse-
quently, out of necessity she 
explored the more impres-
sionist styles. The merging 
of the two has resulted into 
images that have a dreamy 
quality that has become her 
trademark.

In her own words: “We all deal 
with things we cannot change. My 
difficulty as a painter is a tremor 
that makes it quite troublesome to 
use tools such as brushes, pencils 
and even table utensils. After a long 
career as a classical painter I spent 5 
½ years in the mid 1990’s re-learn-
ing my profession to settle success-
fully on a manner of finger-paint-
ing. All of my paintings are 95% to 
98% painted with my fingers. The 
remaining 2% to 5% is refined in 
small strategic places with a brush, 
but using prosthetic devices of my 
own invention and adaptation. Ad-
ditionally, over the years of learning 
the craft of picking up the perfect 
amount of paint, whether in a small 
straight line or in a half moon curve, 
my hand eye coordination has been 
honed to make painting a lifetime 
of joy and delight. Most artist have 

a tremendous amount of brushes. 
I have ten, but mostly use five (fin-
gers).

As a mid career artist, I work 
alone without assistants in my New 
Hampshire studio. I am well known 
for painting three main subjects: the 
genre figure in lyrical activities, lilies 
in reflective water and landscapes in 
soft light effects. In my oil paintings 
I am most looking to achieve re-
spect for the truth of a subject that 
lets my work find meaning for oth-
ers. If this is done with close atten-
tion and with academic craftsman-
ship that achieves a spirited and self 
assured vigorous presentment, I feel 
I am creating something I have not 
seen before.”

Come to this years Hollis Fine Art 
Festival and meet Mary Jane along 
with many other fine artists from 
throughout New England and as 
far away as New York, Pennsylvania 
and Florida.

KEENE – Keene State College’s 
Redfern Arts Center presents the 
Aquila Theatre Company’s pro-
duction of William Shakespeare’s 
romantic comedy A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream on Tuesday, October 
26, at 7:30 p.m. in the Main Theatre. 
In addition, Aquila will perform a 
morning show for students on Mon-
day, October 25, at 9:30 a.m. Both 
performances are co-presented with 
The Colonial Theatre in Keene, and 
will be followed by question-and-
answer sessions with the company. 
Ticket prices range from $31 for the 
general public to $12 for children, 
and $5 for Keene State students.

Audiences are invited to come 
early and meet the Aquila Theatre 
Company before the show. These 
Meet-and-Greets with the art-
ists are hosted by the Redfern and 
its staff. They will be held before 
each Visiting Artist’s performance 
throughout the year. They begin at 
6:30 p.m.; light refreshments will be 
served.

Founded in 1991 by Peter Mei-
neck, the New York City-based Aq-
uila Theatre Company is one of the 

country’s most renowned and pro-
lific producers of touring classical 
theatre, visiting 60–70 American 
cities each year. Last season, Aquila 
delighted audiences in Europe and 
the United States with their produc-
tions of Shakespeare’s As You Like 
It and Ibsen’s An Enemy of the Peo-
ple. 

For one of their most acclaimed 
performances to date, Aquila re-
vives Shakespeare’s beloved classic 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. In 
this timeless comedy, a quartet of 
star-crossed lovers escapes to an en-
chanted forest, where their roman-
tic ambitions become entangled 
with the mischievous machinations 
of a fairy queen and her jealous hus-
band. Brought to life by Aquila’s “su-
perb acting and clever staging” (The 
New Yorker), this production of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream offers 
audiences a dazzlingly original in-
terpretation of an old favorite.

Tickets and information are avail-
able at the Redfern Arts Center box 
office 358-2168, or online at www.
keene.edu/racbp 

 

Come view the incredible work of finger 
painter, Mary Jane Q Cross at the 5th Annual 
Hollis Art Festival, October 16 and 17.

The Aquila Theatre Company performs October 26 at the Redfern, KSC.


