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Peek into the Assistant Principal’s 
office, and you’ll discover our for-
mer Literacy Coach and 8th grade 
Language Arts teacher, Patty Wons, 
conferring with Principal Dodge or 
working with students or faculty. 
Patty enters The Assistant Principal 
position with wealth of knowledge 
after 9 years in public education. 
She holds a Masters degree in Edu-
cation from Plymouth State Univer-
sity and a Bachelors from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts.

Patty lives in Bedford with her 
husband, twin sons, sophomores in 
college and daughter in 10th grade 
at Souhegan. You may know that 
Patty is a gifted educator but did 
you know that she can dance! She 
studied Irish Step Dancing for 10 
years and competed in Ireland!

When asked how she views her 
new position, Patty replied, “I am 
enjoying visiting the students while 
at lunch and in the classroom. I 
want the students to view the as-
sistant principal as someone who is 
approachable and supports their ed-
ucation. I feel fortunate to work in a 
school with a tremendous teaching 
staff, administration, and support-
ive parent community.”

After visiting Patty, stop by her old 
office in the new wing of the Middle 
School. Here you’ll now find Jackie 
Veal, the new Literacy Coach, por-
ing over data or planning a lesson 
with a teacher. Jackie joins our staff 
with over 30 years of experience in 
education. She brings a strong foun-
dation in reading, language and as-
sessment. She holds two Masters 
Degrees, one from Harvard Univer-
sity in Reading Education and the 
other from Lesley College in Coun-
seling Psychology.

Jackie lives in Pittsfield, NH with 
her husband and has 4 grown chil-
dren. Aside from AMS classrooms 
and hallways, you might run into 
Jackie in the mountains. She loves 
hiking and rock climbing! She has 
summited the Grand Teton in Wy-
oming and climbed the cliffs of Por-
trero Chico in Mexico.

When asked what she likes best 
about AMS, Jackie answered, “The 
kids and teachers are great! The 
classrooms are filled with produc-
tive activity and discussion. I am 
having a blast forging teaching 
partnerships and getting to know 
students.’

Now let’s travel around he corner 
to Room 7, a sixth grade classroom. 
Pop in and you’re in for a pleasant 
surprise. Lindsay Toomey, alias 
Lindsay Maynard, is back! Lindsay is 
back from Stafford Virginia, where 
she attended Marymount Univer-
sity and earned her Masters Degree 
in Health Promotion Management. 
After two years of full-time study, 
Lindsay is excited to begin her 5th 
year teaching 6th grade.

When asked how her new degree 
will affect her teaching, Lindsay 
said, “I want to promote the impor-
tance of a healthy lifestyle through 
exercise and nutrition. Given the 
popularity of sedentary leisure pas-

times and the rise of childhood obe-
sity, it is imperative to integrate the 
teaching and modeling of healthy 
lifestyles.”

Lindsay lives with her husband 
and American Bulldog, Jack, in 
Merrimack, NH. She loves to spend 
time with her extended family; par-
ents, siblings, cousins, aunts, and 
uncles, since all of them live in the 
area. She trains as an athlete, do-
ing Crossfit workouts; high inten-
sity cardio muscular endurance 
workouts that involve a great deal of 
free weight training. And, she loves 
shoes! All kinds of shoes: sneakers, 
flip-flops, sandals, and heels.

Visit Art Room 1 to meet our 
last “New Kid on the Block,” Rachel 
Rouillard. Rachel is skilled artist 
and teacher. Her favorite art forms 
are sculpture and print making. Be-
fore coming to AMS, she taught for 
4 years at Heron Pond Elementary 
School in Milford. Rachel earned her 
Bachelors Degree the Pratt Institute 

of Art in Brooklyn, N.Y. While in 
New York she interned with two na-
tionally know pop-up book artists, 
Matt Reinhart and Robert Sabuda. 
She completed her teaching intern-
ship on Rikers Island in New York 
at the Austin H. McCormck Island 
Academy. She taught High School 
art with an art therapy focus to ju-
venile inmates. In the future, Rachel 
plans to pursue a Masters Degree in 
Art Therapy.

Rachel lives with her husband and 
three month-old baby, Audrey, in 
Manchester.

When asked to share her impres-
sions of AMS so far, Rachel remarked 
enthusiastically, “I love working 
with this age group! They’re able to 
express themselves so well with art. 
They have the skills, so we can focus 
on interpretation and concepts.”

All four “New Kids” are looking 
forward to an exciting year on the 
AMS block!

Schools

Ryan Quinlan of Amherst, a sixth grader at Applewild School in Fitchburg, 
MA, shows off his rock climbing skills on his class trip to Chewonki Camp in 
Wiscasset, Maine.  The class recently completed the week-long trip which 
served as an orientation to the sixth grade.  The students slept in tents, 
canoed, climbed, hiked and learned about the environment.

Free Child Check – Saturday, October 16
The School Districts of Amherst, Milford, Mont Vernon, Lyndeborough, 
and Wilton offer FREE Child Checks for children ages 3 to 5 years old.  
Specialists screen children’s overall development including speech 
and language, learning, movement, vision, and hearing skills.  Results 
are shared with parents at the time of the Child Check.  If you would 
like your child’s skills assessed, or have a concern that your child may 
not be developing skills at age appropriate times, please call for an 
appointment at the Child Check.  Screenings are also available for 
children under age 3.  APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED.  Please call 
and leave a message for Jane at 886-8500, Ext. 317.  Jane will return 
your call to schedule your appointment. 

High School Robotics Challenge 2010

Good for Students – Good 
for Business!

 
If you could build a robot, what would you have it do? Creativity 

will get you extra points!  Teams from four area schools are coming 
to the Southern New Hampshire Expo on October 21 at the Hamp-
shire Dome with lots of creativity and many other questions an-
swered. Each student team will have constructed a robot to perform 
a task using a kit and recycling commonly found items. The team 
challenge is to identify the purpose and task of the robot, build the 
robot to demonstrate the task and produce a visual display of the 
process followed.  Teamwork is an essential part of the evaluation of 
this open challenge.  Each school will provide one of the judges who 
will go from booth to booth to determine how successful each team 
has been in their efforts.  Seven teams in all will be presenting their 
finished robots from Milford, Souhegan, Wilton Lyndeborough and 
Nashua Catholic High Schools.  A demonstration for the Expo au-
dience will take place at 5:30 on the Center Stage with awards for 
each of the teams.

Area businesses are all for the Challenge! Valuable work-place 
skills will be learned by students through each phase of this applied 
learning activity. Sponsoring student teams are Hitchiner Manu-
facturing, C1M Photography, Souhegan Lighting, Mike Bonacorsi, 
CFP, Staples Advantage, Fulcrum Associates, Tech Logistics and 
Demarest Career Directions.

 

 Souhegan HS Music Department 
Yard Sale, Oct. 23

SHS Announces Amrein, Jacobs 
Are Semifinalists in National Merit 
Scholarship Program

Local Resident Enters Bryant University
Bryant University has admitted the following local student to the Class of 

2014:  Nathan Marcucci, a International Business in Management student, 
of Amherst.
Local Student Enters University of Miami School of Law

Greg Widmer has recently started classes at the University of Miami, 
School of Law, in Miami, Florida.  Greg is a 2005 graduate of Souhegan 
High School.  He graduated in May 2009 with a BA in Political Science from 
Eckerd College, in St. Petersburg, Florida.  He spent last summer in Pisco, 
Peru working for the non-profit group, Pisco Sin Fronteras, helping to re-
build this earthquake ravished area.

A Free Public Presentation By 
First-Hand Witnesses to Conflict 
in Israel/Palestine

New Kids on the Block AMS  Check it out! You will find four new AMS faculty faces This fall.

New teachers at AMS: Patty Wons, Jackie Veal, Lindsay Toomey, and Rachel Rouillard.

AMHERST - A free public pre-
sentation by first-hand witnesses to 
the conflict in Israel/Palestine will 
be held on Sunday evening Octo-
ber 24th at 6:30pm, in the Souhegan 
High School Auditorium in Am-
herst.

Kobi Skolnick and Aziz Abu Sar-
ah’s presentation is called “Conflict-
ing Peace: From Revenge to Recon-
ciliation in the Holy Land.” The two 
men—one an Israeli Jew, the other 
a Palestinian Arab Muslim—will 
share their stories of how, through 
grief and pain, they were trans-
formed from seeking revenge, to 
seeking an end to the cycle of vio-
lence in the Middle East.

Their stories are about the capaci-
ty of the human heart to change, for 
good—even in the most difficult cir-
cumstances.

Kobi Skolnick was born into a Ha-
sidic family in Israel and moved to 
a settlement in the West Bank dur-
ing his high school years. He served 
in the Israeli army. Kobi has an ed-
ucational background in biology, 
psychology, and religion. He is also 
trained in Nonviolent Communi-

cation. He has lectured and facili-
tated for various international or-
ganizations and universities, such 
as Stanford, Yale, Harvard, Ameri-
can University, and Oberlin, and has 
also appeared on several radio pro-
grams.

Aziz Abu Sarah, a Palestinian 
born and raised in Jerusalem, is a 
veteran practitioner in the Pales-
tinian-Israeli peace movements. 
Most notably he was the Chairman 
of a joint organization of 500 Israe-
li and Palestinian bereaved families 
who work for reconciliation called 
the Parents Circle-Bereaved Fami-
lies Forum. Aziz is currently the 
Director of Middle East Project at 
the Center of World Religions, Di-
plomacy and Conflict Resolution in 
George Mason University.

This educational public presen-
tation, done in a spirit of interfaith 
bridge-building, is made possible 
through a partnership of the Mason 
Congregational Church, the Da-
vid Anderson Peace Cabin at High 
Mowing School, the Amherst Con-
gregational Church, and the Ethics 
Forum at Souhegan High School.

AMHERST-- Students of Souhe-
gan High School Bands, Choruses 
and Hand Bell Choir will be hold-
ing a massive yard sale on Saturday, 
October 23 rain or shine, from 8AM 
until Noon at the school. Weath-
er permitting the many student-
manned tables will be set up on the 
field in front of the school. If it rains, 
the yard sale will be in the school 
lobby. Scrumptious bake sale tables 
and the simultaneous town Ski and 
Skate Swap, make it easy and fun to 
take advantage of both events. 

Funds raised by the students will 
enhance the music programs and 
allow them to participate in local 

and national competitions and per-
formances. With over 70 students in 
the band and jazz band, and over 90 
students combined in the chorus, 
acappella and hand bell choirs, these 
students represent their community 
at town celebrations and state-wide 
competitions and national venues. 
Band director Carl Benevides and 
Choral Director Patricia McMullen 
lead hours of diligent practice and 
creative, challenging music. 

Souhegan High School takes pride 
in its music program which advanc-
es student skill levels, builds confi-
dence, teamwork and pride in their 
work and school.

AMHERST - Souhegan High 
School is proud to announce the 
names of seniors Andrew Amrein 
and Katrina Jacobs, semifinalists in 
the National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram.  These outstanding students 
are among approximately 16,000 
Semifinalists in the 56th annual Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program 
announced by officials of Nation-
al Merit Scholarship Corporation 
(nmsc). These academically talented 
high school seniors have an oppor-
tunity to continue in the competi-
tion for some 8,400 National Merit 
Scholarships, worth more than $36 
million, that will be offered next 
spring. To be considered for a Mer-
it Scholarship® award, Semifinalists 
must fulfill several requirements to 
advance to the Finalist level of the 
competition.  About 90 percent of 
the Semifinalists are expected to at-
tain Finalist standing, and approxi-
mately half of the Finalists will win 
a National Merit Scholarship, earn-
ing the Merit Scholar® title.

About 1.5 million juniors in 
some 22,000 high schools entered 
the 2011 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program by taking the 2009 
Preliminary sat/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (psat/
nmsqt®), which served as an initial 
screen of program entrants. The 

nationwide pool of Semifinalists, 
which represents less than one per-
cent of U.S. high school seniors, in-
cludes the highest-scoring entrants 
in each state. The number of Semi-
finalists in a state is proportional 
to the state’s percentage of the na-
tional total of graduating seniors. 
To become a Finalist, a Semifinalist 
must have an outstanding academ-
ic record throughout high school, 
be endorsed and recommended by 
the high school principal, and earn 
sat scores that confirm the student’s 
earlier performance on the quali-
fying test. The Semifinalist and a 
high school official must submit a 
detailed scholarship application, 
which includes the student’s essay 
and information about the Semifi-
nalist’s participation and leadership 
in school and community activi-
ties. Approximately 15,000 Semifi-
nalists are expected to advance to 
the Finalist level and it is from this 
group that all National Merit Schol-
arship winners will be chosen. Mer-
it Scholar designees are selected on 
the basis of their skills, accomplish-
ments, and potential for success in 
rigorous college studies, without re-
gard to gender, race, ethnic origin, 
or religious preference.  National 
Merit Scholarship winners of 2011 
will be announced in Spring 2011.

Students in the News

MVVS’s Learning Commons
MONT VERNON – As instruc-

tional practice in Information 
Communication Technology (ICT) 
evolves, the borders between the 
atomic and digital worlds are be-
ginning to vanish. At the Village 
school, we are working hard to en-
ter this exciting new place of learn-
ing, a place very unlike the school-
house we inhabited when we were 
students.

The Learning Commons began 
with a mindset: technology skills and 
information literacy are a founda-
tion of all learning. Just as the heart 
circulates throughout the body, The 
Learning Commons would occupy 
the heart of the practice.

People admired the new space 
during our recent open house, two 
conjoined wings realized by con-
necting the old library to a former 
5th grade classroom. The comput-
ers in the technology wing no lon-
ger stand in rows like typing class, 
but surround the perimeter of the 
space leaving space for children and 
teachers to inhabit the center or to 
work at the interactive whiteboard.

Students move easily between 
the technology wing and the li-
brary wing, freshened by the beau-
tiful craftsmanship of Mr. Larry 
Tighe who created and donated the 
new circulation area. And thanks to 
the generosity of the Schwope Fam-
ily, the Rotary Club of  Milford, the 
PTA, the Friends of the Daland Me-
morial Library, the school has finally 
launched an online catalog, search-

able from school or home. Addi-
tional funding was also received in 
Memory of McKayla Geisinger, for-
mer MVVS student, athlete, musi-
cian, and avid reader.

Learning Commons is an instruc-
tional practice that embeds technol-
ogy and information literacy skills 
in the core subject curriculum. 
Teaching students how to learn, 
how to create the right questions, 
to evaluate and employ information 
are the core skills we will engage 
with. Planning and teaching  collab-
oratively with classroom teachers, 
Mr. Campbell and Mrs.White de-
liver ICT skills in projects thought-
fully and intentionally designed to 
foster a sense of inquiry and a love 
of learning in a physical location 
that generates pride in each of our 
students. This hard fun of creativ-
ity, discovery, collaboration and re-
search makes a student a learner.

A successful school helps a stu-
dent develop a love of learning 
that will last a lifetime. Learning 
is a participation sport: collabo-
rate, discover, create and share. Re-
cently, Newsweek reported that in 
2000, 10,000,000 Google searches 
occurred daily. In 2010, the tally is 
100,000,000. The world we inhab-
it is evolving, and the professional 
educators at the Village School are 
growing and sprouting new prac-
tices to meet the needs of children’s 
education in this still nascent 21st 
century.


