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AMHERST - As the fi-
nal program of the Ameri-
can Connection adult eve-
ning series at the Amherst 
Town Library this fall, 
Martin Fox, Professor of 
Art History at New Hamp-
shire Institute of Art, pres-
ents “Picturing America: 
Art and American Identi-
ty” on Tuesday, November 
9 at 7-8:30 p.m.  What does 
American art tell us about 
the United States—who we 
are and how has our nation 
developed?  While show-
ing beautiful artwork im-
ages on the screen, Martin 
discusses some intriguing 
works by American artists 
from the colonial era to to-
day, uncovering their stories 
and analyzing the creativity 
and diversity of American 
art.  Great art speaks pow-
erfully, inspires fresh think-
ing, and connects us to our 
past.  The nation’s artistic 
heritage—our paintings, 
sculpture, architecture, fine 

crafts, and photography—
offers unique insights into 
the character, ideals, and as-
pirations of our country.

Presenter Martin Fox has 
an M.A. from Stanford Uni-
versity and is an indepen-
dent scholar and editor as 
well as Professor of Art His-
tory at New Hampshire In-
stitute of Art.  As a museum 
professional and freelance 
editor, Fox has contributed 
to the creation of catalogs, 
curriculum, and print mate-
rials for museums including 
New Hampshire’s Currier 
Museum of Art, Whitney 
Museum of American Art, 
Dia Art Foundation, the 
Museum of Modern Art, 
the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, the International 
Center of Photography, the 
Sterling and Francine Clark 
Art Institute, and for pub-
lishers Harcourt, McGraw-
Hill, and Yale University 
Press.

 This event is free and 
open to the public.  You can 
register by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherst.

lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.
nh.us and selecting “Calen-
dar of Events.”
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TOWN OF AMHERST
PUBLIC NOTICE

This will be the last time residents may regis-
ter to vote or make corrections to the checklist 
until the November 2nd  General Election. Please 
bring proof of residence and identification with 
you. Voting will be at the Souhegan High School 
from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

AMHERST REPUBLICANS
Monthly Meeting , Saturday,   
November 6, 8:00 AM at Joey’s 
Diner, Route 101A, Amherst

We’ll discuss the election results and our 
agenda for the upcoming year. Check our website 
for information about a guest speaker.  For more 
information please visit www.amherstrepublicans.
org 

A Special Evening For  
Gardeners
Doug Tallamy “Bringing Nature 
Home”

AMHERST - Join the Amherst Garden Club for 
a special evening speaker Friday, October 29 at 
7:00 pm at the Congregational Church of Am-
herst.  Doug Tallamy is Professor and Chair of the 
Dept. of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the 
University of Delaware. He will speak on,  “Bring-
ing Nature Home” and How Native Plants Sustain 
Wildlife in Our Gardens. This topic is  also his lat-
est book, which will be available for purchase.

Doug will speak on the unbreakable link be-
tween native plant species and native wildlife. 
Healthy local ecosystems are beautiful, fascinat-
ing and most importantly, essential to human 
well being. By acting on his practical recom-
mendations, gardeners everywhere can make 
a difference. Restoring native plants to most 
human-dominated landscapes is relatively easy 
to do. Join us for this evening speaker and find 
out how to bring nature home! A question period 
with refreshments and a book signing will follow. 
The lecture is free, for more information go to 
amherstgardenclub.org or contact Marti Warren 
at 673-7054. 

Scouting for Food – From Your 
Local Scouts

It’s that time of year again to help your lo-
cal food pantries! On Saturday, November 6th, 
scouts from all over the area will deliver door 
hangers to several homes with information on 
what to give and the date of pickup. On the fol-
lowing Saturday, November 13th, put the food 
items that you’re donating a bag and leave it out-
side in a visible spot for the scouts. 

If we don’t make it to your house with a 
“reminder hanger”, please bring your donation 
directly to SHARE in Milford, or the local food 
pantry of your choice! 

D.A.R. November Meeting
The Captain Josiah Crosby Chapter, D.A.R. will 

meet on Monday, November 1st at noon at the 
home of Nancy Spears, 17 Manchester Road, 
Amherst.  Members will celebrate the birthday 
of the Chapter and recognize members years of 
D.A.R. service following luncheon at noon.  For 
further information please call 673-7190.

Food for Fines at the Amherst 
Town Library

The Amherst Town Library will collect “food 
for fines” from November 1st through November 
15th.  Please generously donate canned goods, 
paper products, diapers, cereal, pasta or pack-
aged mixes and your fines will be waived. These 
items will be taken to SHARE to benefit families 
in our community. Help support SHARE and clear 
all your fines during the library’s amnesty week.

Amherst Town Library

Community Book Discussion of the Happiness Advantage

Amherst Town Library

Picturing America: Art and American Identity

The painting is called “The Power of Music” and is by Wil-
liam Sidney Mount.  It was painted in 1847.  The original 
painting is part of The Cleveland Museum of Art’s collection.  
This is one of the many pieces of artwork that are part of 
the presentation.

AMHERST - A Com-
munity Book Discussion of 
The Happiness Advantage, 
by Shawn Achor, will be 
held at the Amherst Town 
Library on Tuesday eve-
ning, November 16th, from 
7-8:30 p.m. in the Johnson 
Meeting Room.  This book 
discussion is offered in con-
junction with the recent vis-
it to Souhegan High School 
of author and former Har-
vard lecturer Shawn Achor.  

Shawn spoke at the high 
school during the recent 
“Kindness in Action” week. 
To further the conversation, 
and to explore and expand 
on this important topic, we 
invite you to the Amherst 
Town Library to the discus-
sion facilitated by Colleen 
Meaney, Dean of Faculty 
at Souhegan High School.  
Librarians Lisa Petrie of 
Souhegan High School and 
Ruslyn Vear of the Amherst 

Town Library will also be 
participating.  All adult and 
teen members of our com-
munity are invited to join 
us in the discussion.  Copies 
of the book are available for 
loan at the Amherst Town 
Library.  Please take the op-
portunity to “talk happi-
ness”—it is not necessary to 
read to the book to join us. 

Is happiness a precursor 
to success, or is it the other 
way around?  Convention-

al wisdom holds that if we 
work hard, we will be more 
successful, and if we are 
more successful, then we’ll 
be happy.   If we can just 
find that great job, win that 
next promotion, lose those 
five pounds, happiness will 
follow.  But, is this true?  In 
The Happiness Advantage: 
the seven principles of posi-
tive psychology that fuel 

Continued on page 10  u

From The Office Of Superintendent 
Of Schools  – SAU 39

The Superintendent of 
Schools Search Process

I am pleased to report that 
the SAU # 39 School Board 
is well underway with the 
search of our new superin-
tendent of schools. The posi-
tion is open as a result of Dr. 
Mary Jennings’ announce-
ment to retire, effective June 
2011. Dr. Jennings has led 
our schools admirably since her commencement in 
July 2006. We are now in search of a new superin-
tendent to lead our schools to the next level of ex-
cellence.

The SAU #39 School Board has asked for an 
open, inclusive process resulting in the selection of 
the new superintendent set for late January 2011. 
To that end, the School Board will charge

an Advisory Search Committee (ASC) made up 
of a representative group of stakeholders.

In summary, the process for the search and se-
lection of the superintendent of schools includes:
•  Hire a search consultant. The SAU # 39 School 

Board selected the N.H. School Boards Associa-
tion (NHSBA) to assist in the search—Sept. 23, 
2010;

•  Conduct a series of interviews and focus 
groups with stakeholders to assist the SAU # 
39 School Board in determining the qualities 
sought in the new superintendent—October. 
Interested members of the SAU # 39 school-
community may take part in a focus group on 
Saturday, October 23 at the Clark Elementary 
School at 1:30 PM.

•  Advertise the position electronically and through 
various media nationally—mid Oct;

•  Completed applications are due to the NHSBA—
Nov. 23, 2010;

•  Telephone interview all applicants by NHSBA—
Nov. 24-Dec. 3;

•  ASC to review applications, screen, select can-
didates for personal interviews—early Dec;

•  ASC to interview 8-10 semi-finalists, to deliber-
ate and narrow the field down to 3 or 4 final-
ists—names become public in late Dec;

•  Finalists to attend a Candidates’ Forum to meet 
with stakeholders and for feedback from stake-
holders—Jan. 11 & 12, 2011. Please make 
special note of these dates;

•  School Board subcommittees to conduct 
“home-district” visits of finalists—Jan. 17-20;

•  Feedback forms by stakeholders from Candi-
dates Forum will be organized and shared with 
the SAU # 39 School Board—prior to its final 
interview of candidates;

•  The SAU # 39 School Board will interview the 
final candidates, review the feedback forms, 
hear results of the background checks, deliber-
ate and select the new superintendent—late 
Jan., with an announcement scheduled shortly 
thereafter;

•  New superintendent assumes responsibilities—
July 2011.

Once again we ask that you please make special 
note of the January 11 & 12 Candidates’ Forum so 
that you, the stakeholders may have a voice in the 
process. This schedule is of course accordingly.

The membership of the search committee, the 
salary range of the new superintendent and the 
qualities sought in the new superintendent, once 
approved by the SAU # 39 School Board, will be an-
nounced in a subsequent press release. Please allow 
the ASC to do its work, which is to conduct a thor-
ough screening and to present as qualified a list of 
final candidates as possible to the SAU # 39 School 
Board. We kindly ask that the ASC not be contact-
ed or “lobbied” on behalf of any person or group.

Finally and as a reminder, the decision to hire the 
new superintendent rests exclusively with the SAU 
# 39 School Board.

On behalf of the Search Committee and the SAU 
# 39 School Board, I thank you for recognizing that 
we are performing one of our most important du-
ties as the SAU # 39 School Board. With your as-
sistance, we expect to achieve the goal of hiring the 
very best school superintendent and to carry on 
our long tradition of excellence in education. The 
SAU #39 schools, its communities and most espe-
cially our students will be the deserving beneficia-
ries of this work. Thank you.

	 	
	 	 Mary	Athey	Jennings,		Ph.D.
	 	 Superintendent,	SAU	39

Halloween 2010
   Trick or TreaTing – Sunday, ocTober 31   6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Republicans, Democrats, Libertarians, Indepenents, a Write-In and others are looking for your support.  
Cast your vote at Souhegan High School, Tues., Nov. 2nd between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. Your vote counts!

Candidates Are Seeking Your Vote, November 2nd.


