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October is an exciting month 
in the Children’s Room!     

• Come and look at our display of 
Halloween books for all ages, just wait-
ing to be borrowed.   

• Come in anytime on Oct. 28, 29, 
30th or 31st and make your own simple  
“Halloween Ghostie” (limit one-per-child, 
please) 

As always, you’re invited to join us for preschool 
story hours: infants-2yrs. on Tuesday mornings,  4 -6 yr. 
olds on Wednesdays, and 2 and 3 yr. olds on Thursdays. 
Programs run through the week of Oct. 18-22, and start 
up again the week of  Nov. 8. For times and more de-
tails, call 673-2288 or go to www.amherst.lib.nh.us .
Also in November, back by popular demand, 
Spanish is Fun!
Ages 4 – 7

Join senora Rowley on Tuesdays from 3:30 – 4:15 for 
an afternoon of fun—learning basic Spanish vocabu-
lary, games, stories and songs.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED, so please drop by 
the Children’s Room, call 673-2288, or go to www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us 

 Coming up—

A “Not-so-scary” Halloween party!     
Come join us in the Children’s Room on Wednesday, 

October 27th  from 3:30-4:30pm. for an afternoon of 
“Halloween-y” activities.  We’ll start off with some sto-
ries and songs, and continue with face-painting, craft 
projects, and a special photo center, where you can pose 
in your costume for a holiday portrait.

Limited to 25 children, and registration is required. 
For more information/registration please call us at 673-
2288 or visit our website www.amherst.lib.nh.us .
Great Stone Face Reviewer’s Club 

Come and join Miss Sarah in reading and review-
ing books that are under consideration for next year’s 
statewide reading list, the Great Stone Face Award List. 
Your reviews will help shape the list for middle school 
readers around the state!  We’ll be reading the newest 
books, giving our opinions about what we’ve read, and 
snacking while we talk---what could be more fun?  The 
club meets the first Wednesday of every month.  Grades 
5 and 6.   For details and registration, please call Miss 
Sarah at 673-2288. 
Junior Book Club

On the second Wednesday of each month, parents 
and kids gather for our Junior Book Club.  In prepara-
tion for our next meeting, we are reading a wonderful 
book by Betty Birney, The Seven Wonders of Sassafras 
Springs.  Like the main character in this book, we’ll all 
be looking for the hidden wonders of our own commu-
nity.  Then, club members will forward me photos of 
their discoveries, and we’ll all enjoy a slide show at our 
next meeting---I’m really looking forward to getting to 
know my new community of Amherst through the eyes 
of club members! Grades  2-4.  For more details, and 
registration, please call Miss Sarah at 673-2288.

Storytimes
We offer storytimes for children 

ages newborn to 6yrs.:
 Baby Listeners
Tuesday at 10 am

Lapsit with caregiver.
From birth - 24 mos. 

Terrific 2’s & 3’s
Thursdays at 10 am

Caregivers present. 
Includes a simple craft.

Book Bunch
Wednesday at 11:30 am
Stories for ages 4-6.

Our next session begins the week of 
Nov. 9, and runs until Dec. 16.

Storytime  Two’s and Three’s Enjoyed a Visit 
From Fox’s Pride Dairy Goats

On October 21st,  the families attending our “Ter-
rific Two’s and Three’s” storytime enjoyed a visit with 
Briana Lafoe from Fox’s Pride Dairy Goats (located in 
Mont Vernon), and two of her young goats.  After read-
ing the classic story, The Three Billy Goats Gruff, all of 
us trooped up the back stairs of the library to the park-
ing lot, where Briana and her goats were waiting.  Not 
only was it a chance for our young children to get ‘up 
close and personal’ with a farm animal (“feel how soft 
this one is!”---“she’s sniffing your coat!”---“this one’s 
ears hang down”…..) but it was a wonderful opportu-
nity to bring community members together here at the 
library.  Kids having fun, and a farmer getting a chance 
to spread the word to their families about another great 
aspect of this community---a working dairy-goat farm; 
it’s all good!  

The Great Stone Face Reviewers Club will meet at 
6:30pm on Nov. 4 to review the newest fiction offerings.  
These reviews will help to shape the Great Stone Face 
reading list for middle school readers around the state.  
Reading, talking, and snacking—what could be more 
fun?  If you’re an opinionated reader in grade 5 or 6, give 
us a call at 673-2288, and see if this is the club for you!

On November 5, we’ll be hosting another ‘Open Play-
time’ in the Children’s Room from 10:00 to 11:00.  Grab 
your mom, and head over to the Children’s Room to ex-
plore the toys, games and books for young children!

Our Junior Book Club is embarking on a Fantasy 
theme for our November meeting.  We are choosing 
between two books—both of which deal, in some way, 
with Dragons.  The choices are Jeremy Thatcher, Drag-
on Hatcher by Bruce Coville, and Rowan of Rin by Em-
ily Rodda.  Come on in and check out a copy of one or 
the other, or both!  We’ll be getting together to discuss 
them on Nov. 11, at 6:30 pm.  For children grades 2-4 
and a parent.
Also on Nov. 11 in the Children’s Room----ANIMALS 
IN WINTER

  Winter is coming, and we’re all doing what we can 
to get ready—did you ever wonder how the wild ani-
mals in New Hampshire are preparing? Come and find 
out, as the folks (and some real live animals!) from the 
Squam Lakes Natural Science Center present ‘Animals 
in Winter’.  This 45-minute program for kids ages 5-10 
will offer information, fun, and some chances for real-
life encounters with New Hampshire wildlife!  We’ll 
discover some of the different ways our animal neigh-
bors respond to the challenges of a New Hampshire 
winter.  Thursday, Nov. 11 at 1:00pm.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED AND WILL BEGIN 
TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE EVENT---Oct. 28.

It’s About Conservation

Sauntering
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

 I have met with one or two persons in the 
course of my life who understood the art of Walking, 
that is, of taking walks,  -- who had a genius, so to 
speak, for sauntering.  

— Henry David Thoreau

Today we would say walking or even hiking.  
Henry David Thoreau chose to talk of sauntering.  
Whatever its called, I like to travel old roads.  I don’t 
mean the historic roads now paved and pocked by 
rubber tires.  I seek the old roads, dirt once and dirt 
today, travelled by wild-
life and other saunterers, 
grassy, squeezed between 
stone fences, shaded by 
sugar maples still showing 
the tap holes in their bark 
of a long absent sap gather-
er.  These roads are door-
ways to history, both natu-
ral and cultural.

The stone walls, once 
the travellers themselves, 
open the history book.  
Plucked and carried by 
glacial ice, they were laid 
down for farmers to move 
once more.  What work 
and backache!  Cellar 
holes, now sporting ma-
ture trees, are sometimes 
given away to the travel-
ler’s eye by a lingering li-
lac, lilies of the valley or 
myrtle, often on a raised 
area which a farmer’s wife 
kept  landscaped behind 
the roadside walls.  

We have some of those 
history pages near ACC 
trails as noted in The Am-
herst Walk Book.  Old cel-
lar holes, their sides sloughed in, can be found in 
Plumb Forest, Grater Woods, and Pond Parish.  
The foundations remain of long-closed commer-
cial activities in Joe English Reservation and on 

Patch Hill.  In each case, 
the traveller is begged to 
piece out the rest of the 
history.

Old apple trees, survi-
vors of the past, now are surrounded by woods ea-
ger to re-colonize their territory.  Recently we hiked 
an old road out of Moscow, Vermont in Mansfield 
State Forest.  Flashes of red stood out, even amidst 
the yellows and scarlets of fall-clad maples.  Ap-
ple trees in a once-upon-a-time clearing were still 
bearing fruit for four-legged pickers.  Using the ap-

ples as an introductory 
clue, we found home-
sites where hardscrab-
ble farmers raised fam-
ilies and ran a sawmill 
two miles up the moun-
tain slope.

 Years ago, while lead-
ing a Boy Scout troop 
in the Shenandoah Na-
tional Park, old apples 
bearing fruit lead us to 
a former farm and our 
campsite for the night.  
FDR had moved (evict-
ed) the clan families out 
of their mountain coves 
and hollows down into 
the valley but left their 
apples behind for bears 
to gather and scouts to 
use in campfire des-
serts.  In his journal for 
October 27, 1855, Tho-
reau recorded, “ What is 
sour in the house a brac-
ing walk makes sweet.   
Let your condiments be 
in the condition of your 
senses.  Apples which 
the farmer neglects and 

leaves out as unsalable, and unpalatable to those 
who frequent the markets, are the choicest fruit to 
the walker”.
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Fog Grown
Up where the hemlocks
yield to spruce and fir,
and foggy mists
moisten bark-hugging lichens,
generations-old apples
feed those who come.
Pippin, Porter, Seek No Further and Fameuse
outlive their planter.
His heirs no longer come to prune.
Stone fences, outlining the centuries-old orchard,
climb the mountainside
to disappear under the forest canopy.
Hollow cellar holes grow birch and maple
where once homes grew children,
children who laughed in the orchard
and picked apples on the walk to school.
No longer do the ancient trees
hold those dear children in their branches,
But watch now as deer children
come to gather and share 
knurly, crabbed fruit with their
bear and porcupine cousins -
up in the fog where young spruce
wait for another generation to move on.

Amherst Town Library

“Do I have to?” How Chores Empower Families

Susan Tordella, parenting expert 
and author, will be speaking on “’Do 
I have To?’ How Chores Empower 
Families” on  Wednesday, November 
3rd at 10:00 a.m. in the Johnson 
Meeting Room at the Amherst Town 
Library.The public is invited. 

Do you endure your children in-
stead of enjoying them? Is every-
thing a negotiation? Do you count 
the minutes until your children go 
to camp or school?

Learn how cleaning toilets, wash-
ing dishes and raking leaves em-
power families at a free presenta-
tion at the Amherst Town Library. 
The public is invited.

In an interactive and fun presen-
tation, Susan Tordella, M.A., will 
share how family meetings-chores-
and- dinner empower children to 
make good decisions, enable par-
ents to retire from family servant, 
and create a positive family atmo-
sphere.

Susan’s specialty is to teach par-
ents – with humor -- to influence 

children to make better choices so 
they develop into trustworthy teen-
agers who choose wisely when they 
are 60 miles away going 60 miles an 
hour.

Susan has taught scores of par-
ents this positive approach based 
on the work of Alfred Adler, MD. 
The mother of four children born 
in seven years, Susan kept her sense 
of humor during 13 straight years 
of living with teenagers and sharing 
her car with them. She is the author 
of “Raising Able: how chores culti-
vate capable young people.” Susan 
blogs at www.raisingable.com.

For more information contact: 
amherstmomsclubwest@gmail.
com 

 

Amherst Town Library

Outer Landscape / Inner Likeness
 AMHERST - The Amherst Town 

Library is offering an inspiring, 
thought provoking four part series 
that will explore the difference be-
tween the environment that nature 
offers us and the settings we cre-
ate for ourselves.  Mark your cal-
endars for Wednesday, October 27, 
and November 10 from 1-2:30 p.m. 
as recently retired Souhegan High 
School teacher Nancy Baker leads 
this series in the Johnson Meeting 
Room.  You are welcome to attend 
any or all of the sessions.

This is an interdisciplinary expe-
rience, drawing on literature, phi-
losophy, mythology, music and art 
to look deeper at the ways landscape 
shapes us.  Major elements include 
Margaret Atwood’s short story 
Death by Landscape, some pastoral 
poetry, the mythology and philoso-

phy that contrasts the natural and 
the civilized, Beethoven’s 6th Sym-
phony (Pastoral), the critical con-
cept of the sublime, and the history 
of landscape painting.  The format 
is interactive, being both informa-
tive and a sharing of ideas.  No pre-
vious study of any of the disciplines 
or specific works is expected, and 
all in-class and follow up materials 
are provided.

Back by popular demand to of-
fer more of her excellent and raved 
about presentations, Nancy Bak-
er, one of the Founding Faculty at 
Souhegan High School, was runner 
up as New Hampshire Teacher of 
the Year in 2004.  During her time 
at the school, Nancy taught Mythol-
ogy, History of Ideas, Philosophy, 
Ancient History and Latin.  A Clas-
sical Languages major at Harpur 

College, SUNY at Binghamton, 
Nancy continued graduate work 
in Egyptology at Brown Universi-
ty.  She also worked in the Research 
Department at Colonial Williams-
burg, was Director of Research at 
the Historic Annapolis Foundation, 
and is the author of several articles 
on early Annapolis, Maryland, sil-
versmiths in the 18th century, and 
colonial ship chandlery.  This se-
ries is sure to be engaging and full 
of fascinating explorations in litera-
ture, philosophy, mythology, music 
and art!

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”
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