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Support for Chandley
To the editor:

We would like to encourage voters in Amherst and Milford to Re-elect 
Shannon Chandley to the NH House of Representatives, Hillsborough Dis-
trict 6

Peter has served with Shannon for the last two years and have witnessed 
her outstanding legislative abilities. As a freshman representative, Shan-
non was recognized for her leadership abilities and was nominated by the 
Speaker of the House to attend the State Legislative Leadership Forum.  
The Emerging Leaders Program is designed for those men and women who 
are judged by their peers to be likely future leaders in their state. 50 of these 
potential leaders convened for a series of intense interactive and often pro-
vocative discussions.  These legislators are given numerous opportunities 
to measure their expertise and knowledge with many successful political 
and business leaders. 

Shannon has been a member of the House Criminal Justice and Public 
Safety Committee. The Committee deals with serious issues ranging from 
sex offender residency restrictions to firefighter training to recidivism of 
parolees.  Shannon recently stated “It is supremely important that we de-
velop sensitivity to and knowledge of,  the concerns of those individuals 
whose lives are affected by the policy we create, defeat or rescind ...be they 
corrections officers, victims, retailers, offenders or members of the general 
public. I am particularly interested in legislation relating to justice, victim’s 
rights, corrections, public safety, the environment and issues facing veter-
ans, the mentally ill and the homeless.”

 This past Session, she sponsored a bill that establishes a committee to 
study the need for supportive housing for homeless veterans. In addition, 
she sponsored a bill that limits communication between a person convict-
ed of certain sexual assaults and the victim. Under the bill a person con-
victed of certain sexual assaults who initiates contact with the victim of the 
offense at any time shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor. Both of these 
bills were signed into law by Governor Lynch.

In addition, this past spring Shannon voted to cut the budget by over 
$200 million, which resulted in a $70 million surplus for the biennium.  
She voted to repeal the LLC (Limited Liability Corporation) small busi-
ness tax.

Rep. Chandley will represent Republicans, Democrats and Independents, 
as she has made herself available to all of her constituents over the past 
two years.  She is committed to the basic principals of good government,  
common sense problem solving, fiscal responsibility, protecting individual 
rights and social tolerance.

We strongly encourage you to vote for Shannon Chandley on November 
2.

 
Sincerely,
Ann C. and Peter Bergin
Amherst 

 

We Will Write-in Dokmo
To the editor:

We intend to write-in Cynthia Dokmo for State Representative on Nov. 
2nd and urge you to please join our effort to return Cynthia to The NH 
Legislature.

Cynthia Dokmo has been a tireless and dedicated public servant in both 
Milford and Amherst for over 20 years.  During the past 16 years she has 
represented Amherst and, more recently, Milford with great distinction 
while gaining the respect of the voters and her colleagues in Concord.

During the recent primary season, as most of you know, Cynthia was 
targeted in her bid for re-election by organizations from outside NH ...we 
believe this negatively impacted the outcome of the election.

Our grand State of NH lives by the motto “Live Free or Die”. Are we go-
ing to allow outside sources to influence the outcome of our local elec-
tions?  What / whom will they target next...The Board of Selectmen??  We 
might expect outsider shenanigans in our National politics but what do 
these nameless/ faceless people know or care about the residents of Am-
herst and Milford.  Let us all;  Independents, Republicans and Democrats, 
send a strong message that we intend to keep our local elections local and 
we will  not allow the independent and intelligent voice of Cynthia Dokmo 
to be silenced.

Please vote on Nov. 2nd and write-in the name Cynthia Dokmo.
 

Thank you,
Caroline and Tony Wojcicki
Amherst

Jobs Create Income for People and 
for Local and State Government
To the editor:

For me, as a NH State Representative candidate, it is clear that the pri-
mary task for the next legislature is to restore New Hampshire to full em-
ployment in the private sector.  The legislature (and governor) can’t create 
private sector jobs, but by reversing the current majority’s tax and spend 
policies that have pummeled enterprise with tax and fee increases and reg-
ulatory uncertainty, the next legislature can create the conditions where 
private enterprise can regain its ability and confidence to invest and hire 
people.  This means lower taxes and fees on business and no sudden, un-
expected tax increases like the LLC tax and Campground tax, or proposed 
Capital Gains and Estate Taxes, which are real job killers.

To allow the NH economy to flourish, the cost of government must be re-
duced, and still deliver essential services.  How does one do this?  Here are 
some areas where one might begin: consolidate the administrative over-
head of the thousands of Non Profits that contract with State Health and 
Human Services, but keep the “hands on” personnel who deliver the ser-
vices; across the board wage and hiring freeze for all State Agencies with 
no easy exceptions, NH Retirement System reform from defined benefit to 
defined contribution and eliminate the “spiking” of final year compensa-
tion that manipulates higher lifetime pension income; return the $91 mil-
lion to the cities and towns the state took from revenue sharing; revamp 
purchasing for fewer vendors with lower costs coming from increased vol-
umes, and require state employees to participate in a wellness program or 
face higher premiums.

Jobs create income for people and for local and state government.  Lets 
promote policies to encourage businesses to hire people and get Milford, 
Amherst, and all of New Hampshire back to work.  I would appreciate your 
support on Election Day, Tuesday November 2, 2010.

Bill Belvin
State Representative
Milford/Amherst

Veterans for Bass
To the editor:

My fellow Veterans and voters of Congressional Ditrict 2. I am a US Navy 
Vietnam Era Veteran who receives benefits from the Veterans Administra-
tion. 

On November 2, our nation, state, congressional district have a very im-
portant upcoming election. As we have all read and heard, this election will 
clearly mark the change back to what our country was and should be as we 
sail into the future years as a free nation. 

First I would like to share with you my thoughts on a current ad running 
against Candidate Charlie Bass. This ad presents Charlie as a person who 
has cut Veterans Benefits. This ad is so far from the truth that it offends me 
as a Veteran who served with pride in the US Navy for my country. So my 
fellow Veterans and voters let me share with you just a few highlights of 
Charlie Bass’s record regarding the support of Veterans: 
1. In 2005, Bass helped ensure that the Manchester VA Emergency Room 

would remain open for all Veterans medical concerns. 
2. In 2006, Bass voted for the Respect for America’s Fallen Heroes Act 

enacted into law. This law prevents protesters at military funerals. 
3. In 2005, Bass voted for increased Benefits for service members that 

suffer from a traumatic injury while serving our country. 
4. Charlie is a recognized leader in the Concurrent Receipt debate. This 

debate allows military retirees to collect VA Disability and Earned Retire-
ment benefits. I do not see these actions as evidence of cutting benefits 
to us Veterans. 

So I ask all voters and Veterans to vote for Charlie Bass on November 
2nd. Oh yes we need Charlie. He was there for us while he served in Con-
gress and now we need to be there for Charlie Bass on Election Day. Thanks 
to all of my fellow Veterans for serving and to all of my fellow Vietnam Era 
Veterans....Welcome Home.

Regards, 
Bill Modis
Amherst 

Write-In Cynthia Dokmo
To the editor:

On Tuesday November 2, 2010 the voters of Amherst and Milford have 
an opportunity to tell outside special interest groups to stay out of our local 
elections. They can do this by writing in Cynthia Dokmo as a candidate for 
the NH House of Representatives. In last month’s primary election Cyn-
thia, a sixteen year representative, was the target of outside special inter-
est groups mailings that contained false and misleading information. Due 
to these outsiders she lost the nomination by only a few votes when in the 
past several elections she has been amongst the vote leaders for this office.  
Let’s not let these special interest groups influence our local decision mak-
ing process. Let’s tell them to keep out of our local elections.  By writing 
in Cynthia Dokmo this can be accomplished and we can return one of the 
most conscientious legislators to Concord to represent our interests, not 
those of some outside special interest group. Please join me by writing in 
Cynthia Dokmo for NH House of Representatives (Hills. 6) on November 
2.

Alexander S. Buchanan
Amherst

You Can’t Get Better    
Representation
To the editor: 

I am writing this letter in support of Cynthia Dokmo’s write-in candi-
dacy for State Representative from District 6. Cynthia has served all her 
constituents well

for sixteen years. She considers all sides of a question very carefully be-
fore taking a stand. She does not always follow the party line. She tries to 
do what is best for all. For more information about Cynthia contact  paul-
spiess@aol.com 

When we moved to Amherst twenty-eight years ago, the Dokmos were 
our next door neighbors. They welcomed us as friends from the beginning. 
This made our transition much easier. As time went on I realized they 
treated all the neighbors with kindness and friendship.

I am a registered Independent and will be casting a write-in vote for Cyn-
thia Dokmo. I urge all Independents to do likewise. Also, I suggest Repub-
licans and Democrats write-in their eighth vote for Cynthia. You can’t get 
better representation.

 
Joe Esposito
 Amherst

Vote for Shannon Chandley for  
NH State Representative
To the editor:

A recent letter to the editor said that Representative Shannon Chandley 
was out of touch with the electorate. I respectfully disagree. Here’s why I 
think we are so very well represented by Chandley. In the face of the most 
challenging international economic crisis since the Great Depression, 
Chandley has stood strong for New Hampshire, for New Hampshire jobs, 
and for New Hampshire families. She won a national  leadership award for 
being one of the best freshman legislators in the country! We are the sec-
ond fastest growing economy in the country, we’re still considered one of 
the best places to retire, as well as one of the best seven states in which to 
own and operate a small business. New Hampshire has the highest stan-
dard of living and the lowest level of poverty of any state in the country. 
Here is some of the legislation that Chandley voted to enact to help keep 
New Hampshire strong:

--established the return to work program which benefits businesses and 
working families by allowing people to collect unemployment benefits 
while receiving up to 24 hours/wk job training by potential employers.

--re-instituted the job training fund to allow companies to partner with 
the state to train new workers and retrain long serving employees.

--established job-creation tax credits to help businesses grow during dif-
ficult times 

--Green Launching Pad to help NH businesses create new jobs in green 
technologies.

She has helped make wise economic decisions for the state in terms of 
making some painful cuts while preserving essential services to our most 
vulnerable citizens. 

If I choose to check off only one vote for Representative when I go to 
the polls on November 2, and I might do just that, it would be for Shan-
non Chandley. She’s got excellent business sense, is politically smart, has 
the compassion to make good decisions that benefit us all, and she has the 
track record to prove it.

Christy Day
Amherst

Why Write-in Cynthia Dokmo?
To the editor:

......Because Cynthia has a distinguished record of serving Amherst and 
Milford for 8 terms in the NH House of Representatives.  She is on the 
Finance, Judiciary, and Municial and City Government Committees.  She 
was Chair of NH Endowment for Health and a Nashua Regional Planning 
Commissioner.  Her Community Service is notable and extensive - School 
District Moderator for 11 years, Planning Board for 12, Amherst Land 
Trust,  Rotary, FISH Volunteer - to name but a few.  Please return this wise, 
fair, qualified public servant to Concord.

Carolyn  Mitchell
Amherst

Election November 2, 2010 H Letters & Opinion

Support Hansen for State Rep.
To the editor:

On Tuesday, November 2, I hope you will enjoy the freedom afforded us, 
as US citizens, to vote in a fair and equitable system of government.

While casting your ballot in that red, white and blue booth, I would ask 
you, the citizens of Milford and Amherst, to strongly consider a vote for my 
husband, Peter Hansen, as a GOP candidate for the NH House of Repre-
sentatives.

Peter was raised and has resided in Amherst for sixty years. He was edu-
cated in Amherst and Milford schools, as were our children. His conser-
vatism and frugality, both in business and our personal lives, along with 
a philosophy of checks and balances has proven to be fiscally responsible 
while meeting the needs at hand. I’m sure he will use this tried and true to 
approach to the issues facing the State of NH.

Thank you for your consideration.

Patricia Hansen
Amherst

Richard Pennington Running for   
Hillsborough County Attorney
To the editor:

My name is Richard Pennington, and I am running for Hillsborough 
County Attorney as an Independent.  I ask for your support, regardless of 
your party, and promise that I will give the job my all.  Please take a look at 
my advertisement found elsewhere in today’s paper.  For more information, 
or if you wish to contact me, visit my website at www.PenningtonNH.com.  
Thank you for your consideration.

 
Sincerely,
Richard Pennington
Peterborough

Supporter Defends Chandley’s  
Voting Record
To the editor:

Those of us who live in Amherst would like to believe that our town can 
escape the hyper-partisan politics that we so often see around us.  Unfortu-
nately, a letter attacking Representative Shannon Chandley in the October 
12 issue of the Amherst Citizen shows that even small town New Hamp-
shire politics has become infected by the politics of distortion and vitupera-
tion.

I cannot hope to respond to all of the claims made in that letter, so I will 
limit myself to its most incendiary.  By voting in favor of a simple non-dis-
crimination bill, Rep. Chandley hardly “voted to allow men in public wom-
en’s bathrooms.”  In 1974 this same charge was aimed at those who support-
ed the state’s equal rights amendment.  That amendment passed, opening 
doors of opportunity to women throughout the state.  It did not open the 
doors of women’s bathrooms to men.  

The letter also claims that Rep. Chandley voted for thirty tax increas-
es and a $200 million deficit.  In fact, over the past two years the legisla-
ture and Governor Lynch made deep cuts in major spending programs, and 
managed to produce a budget surplus of $60 million for FY 2010.  Whether 
we end FY 2011 with a surplus or a deficit depends on what happens to the 
economy of our state in coming months.  The current severe recession has 
put many states in dire budgetary straits.  New Hampshire has fared far bet-
ter than most.  This is in part because under Governor Lynch our economy 
has remained relatively strong.   Just as importantly, legislators such as Rep. 
Chandley have been willing to make the hard choices needed to bring ex-
penditures into line with revenues.  Yes, she did vote to increase a number 
of fees and user charges.  The state has to find ways to finance the essen-
tial services it provides to its citizens.  Many of these increases were in fact 
sponsored by Republicans, who correctly view them as consistent with a 
free market, “users pay” philosophy.

The letter even claims that Rep. Chandley “voted on the side of cop kill-
ers and all sorts of murderers.”  She opposes capital punishment on moral 
grounds—as do many people with strong personal convictions.  Although I 
support the death penalty, I am under no illusion that the way it is currently 
administered in this country actually deters crime.  Its application is simply 
too arbitrary and too long delayed to serve as a deterrent.  New Hampshire 
has not executed anyone for over 70 years, and it is highly unlikely that sim-
ply having this law on the books has any practical effect on crime rates.   Is 
anyone who opposes the death penalty automatically “on the side of cop 
killers”?  

At least on one point the letter is correct:  Shannon Chandley “is cer-
tainly a nice person.”  Amherst can strike a blow for civility in politics by 
preventing such a nice person from becoming the victim of slash and burn 
politics.

Sincerely,
Shep Melnick
Amherst

Carol Holden for Hillsborough 
County Commissioner
To the editor:

I am writing to ask for your help in retaining my position as Hillsborough 
County Commissioner in District Three. I have enjoyed representing my 
constituents in the 25 towns.

During my tenure as Commissioner, there has been positive change.  
County taxes and budgets have been stabilized.  Technology has been uti-
lized to provide for better services.  Union contracts have been settled.  A 
County Prescription Drug Discount Card has been offered and the Master 
Planning process has been initiated.  This fall a Dental Discount Card will 
be introduced.

The County moved its offices to the Goffstown Complex in 2004 and the 
Goffstown District Court relocated from the Goffstown Town Hall to the 
second floor of the Complex.  The consolidation of county offices has re-
duced costs and improved productivity while preserving a historic building 
built in 1897.

It is an exciting time in county government.  With the change in Concord 
with the funding of social services, it has been a challenge to limit spending 
to those services essential to county residents.  The County is now respon-
sible for 100% of the non-federal share of nursing home costs.  The State has 
taken over the responsibility for the cost of all juvenile services.

There is still much to be done and I ask for your vote to help me continue 
my voice as an advocate for sound management of the County.  Thank you.

Sincerely,
 

Carol H. Holden
Amherst

 


