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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.
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Center of Town Ruining Halloween
To the editor:

I have once again turned on all the lights and waited for the neighbor-
hood kids to show up. Wrong!

Many years ago I had eighty to ninety kids, because the owners of The 
Homestead  loved Halloween and drew in loyal customers and friends.

Several days ago, I asked friends what their plans were for Sunday. Sadly, 
most parents and kids said the center of town. Yes, the center is easier. Yes, 
the kids make a huge haul of candy.  Sadly the fabric and charm of Hallow-
een is lost for convince.

One neighbor with three boys came, because they don’t want to be part of 
the center of town circus. One family of three kids stopped  on their way out 
of town to have a more meaningful and traditional Halloween with friends. 
One neighbor stopped by with her daughter and brother.  And one family 
with two girls stopped to show off their lion costumes.

9 kids, that is not Halloween
Halloween is no longer good neighbors gushing over a  two year olds first 

night. The evening is no longer a dash from house to house to fill a pillow 
case in two hours. Halloween is no longer older citizens remember the sim-
ple joy of Halloween magic. Now Halloween is just a trip to the village, which 
could be done the day before the Thirty-first and  organized and sponsored 
by the Recreation Department or Juniors. Maybe a mid day parade, maybe 
a prize for the best home made costume. Maybe a real Trick or Treat in the 
village and the rest of the town gets to have a traditional Halloween.

Just a thought.
Maryann Sidebotham
Amherst

Hansen Thanks Voters
To the editor:

Thank you one and all for your vote in the recent general election. I sin-
cerely appreciate your help in electing me to the NH House. I will work 
diligently to honor my commitments to you during the election process to 
bring about the return of the New Hampshire we all once knew and hope 
to see again for the sake of our future generations.

Thanks too, to all those who supported me by writing letters, manning 
the line(s) on a cold 14 hour November day, and offering your support in 
many different ways. 

Sincerely
Peter T. Hansen
Amherst

Remains Devoted to Community
To the editor:

I want to thank the people of Milford and Amherst for allowing me to 
represent the district in Concord for the past two years. I have enjoyed tre-
mendously serving the citizens of Amherst and Milford.  While I regret 
that I will not be able to continue in that role, I remain devoted to my com-
munity. 

As always, thank you,
Shannon Chandley
Amherst

Office Hours Start Up Again at End 
of January
To the editor:

I wish to thank the voters of Milford and Amherst for the privilege of 
representing them in the New Hampshire House of Representatives, from 
Hillsborough District 6, for the 2011/2012 session. My task is to follow 
through on the need to forge a state budget and policies that encourage en-
terprise and employment and bring jobs to the district and the state.  The 
promised “Office Hours” to meet the public will begin once the state bud-
get starts to take shape, end of January to mid February, 2011.  In the mean-
time I may be reached at 673-5385, or billbelvinnh6@aol.com for your is-
sues and concerns.

Respectfully,
Bill Belvin
State Rep, Hillsborough 6
Milford/Amherst

Brick School House Has Never 
Looked Better
To the editor:

The Amherst Heritage Commission wishes to thank and commend SAU 
39, (Amherst, Mont Vernon, and Souhegan Cooperative School Districts) 
for completing the much needed repairs and painting of the Brick School 
belfry and gable trim during Amherst’s 250th Celebration year.   The his-
toric school house built in 1854 has never looked better.

Jim Minor, Director of Buildings and Grounds for SAU 39 is reassured 
that the cupola is structurally sound, and that it will last well into the fu-
ture.  He reported that the restoration contractor, Fifield Construction, also 
repaired the unique weather vane that needed reconstruction.  The historic 
bell also received some much needed attention and works like new.

The Brick School was the Amherst High School for nearly 100 years. 
The first students were admitted by passing an entrance exam; 50 students 
passed in 1854 to form the first student body. In 1952 when the Milford 
Area High School was completed, it became an elementary school until 
1967 when Wilkins Elementary School was built.  Finally, it was rented to a 
private kindergarten until 1997 when it closed with the start of public kin-
dergarten.  Owned by the Amherst School District since 1988, it continues 
to provide SAU 39 with space for school district offices.

The front porch was added in 1925 and rebuilt with a Norman S. and 
Elizabeth N. Bean Foundation Grant under the supervision of the Heri-
tage Commission in 2008, and in the summer of 2009, SAU 39 paid for the 
restoration of the failing side entrance. The change in landscaping from a 
school play area to the attractive lawn with a brick walk and refurbished 
play ground, that was completed in time for the Brick School 150th Cel-
ebration in October, 2004, was made possible with the generous support of 
the community and a Bertha Rogers Grant.

The Brick School stands as a historic icon in our town ---- the Heritage 
Commission is pleased to have worked in concert with the Amherst School 
District in its effort to renovate the building so that it could continue to 
play a central role in educating the students of our community.  Our com-
munity should feel very proud that so many organizations and individuals 
too numerous to name were involved over the past eight years in preserv-
ing and protecting the Brick School as one of Amherst’s important land-
marks. 

   
   In sincere appreciation
   Amherst Heritage Commission
   Will Ludt, Chair  Mary Mahar
   Anne Krantz  Nancy Spears
   Carolyn Quinn  Tom Grella
   Bill Veillette  Sandy Fraser
   Andy Ouellette

In Praise of Young People Solving 
Our Problems
To the editor:

I read with interest the engagement announcement for Allison Willis to 
James Holley in your October 26 issue. These very smart and admirable 
young people have been members of Teach for America and educators at 
the Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP) charter schools in Harlem, NY 
and Newark, NJ. KIPP is a program that uses written committments by 
students, parents and teachers, strict discipline, long school hours, and 
innovative, high-energy teaching methods to produce amazing student 
achievements, In neighborhoods torn by broken families, drug abuse and 
gang violence, they have created schools where 85% of the graduating class-
es are accepted to college.

The US public education system is currently rated 17th or 18th in the 
world. This sad situation is one of the primary causes of our national mal-
aise and the deterioration of US competitiveness. Politicians and dema-
gogue pundits talk and scream about what is wrong with this country with 
little effect, but these young people are out there doing great things to re-
verse the decline.

I heartily applaud the dedication and hard work of Allison and James and 
the parents that raised them.  

 
Jack Conaway
Amherst

American Girl “Lanie” Doll Prize 
Drawing, December 18
To the editor:

A hearty Thank You to all who stopped by our table at the Amherst Polls 
to purchase a ticket for our American Girl “Lanie” Doll prize drawing!   
We shall be selling tickets up to our December 18 drawing!   Lanie is The  
AMERICAN GIRL Doll of The Year for 2010 ONLY...which means the AG 
Company ends her manufacture and sale on December 31.  In March,  we 
shall be having an Historical Educational  Doll Tea for Children in Am-
herst, with the proceeds; it  will be all about Hitty, the doll from the famous 
book  Hitty Her First Hundred Years written by Rachel Field  in 1929, and 
illustrated by  Dorothy P. Lathrop. The book won the esteemed Newbury 
Award in 1930.

The bronze Newbery Award Medal was designed by René Paul Chambel-
lan,  is awarded annually by the American Library Association for the most 
distinguished American children’s book published the previous year;  the  
medal has the winner’s name and the date engraved on the back. 

On June 22, 1921, Frederic G. Melcher proposed the award to the Ameri-
can Library Association meeting of the Children’s Librarians’ Section and 
suggested that it be named for the eighteenth-century English bookseller 
John Newbery. The idea was enthusiastically accepted by the children’s li-
brarians, and Melcher’s official proposal was approved by the ALA Execu-
tive Board in 1922. In Melcher’s formal agreement with the board, the pur-
pose of the Newbery Medal was stated as follows: “To encourage original 
creative work in the field of books for children. To emphasize to the public 
that contributions to the literature for children deserve similar recogni-
tion to poetry, plays, or novels. To give those librarians, who make it their 
life work to serve children’s reading interests, an opportunity to encourage 
good writing in this field.”   

The Newbery Award thus became the first children’s book award in the 
world. Its terms, as well as its long history, continue to make it the best 
known and most discussed children’s book award.  From the beginning 
of the awarding of the Newbery Medal, committees could, and usually 
did, cite other books as worthy of attention. Such books were referred to 
as Newbery “runners-up.” In 1971 the term “runners-up” was changed to 
“honor books.” The new terminology was made retroactive so that all for-
mer runners-up are now referred to as Newbery Honor Books.

We invite all to our next Society meeting in the Amherst Library on No-
vember 20 at 10:30 am

 
Thank You,
Ann C. Bergin,
President, The  Nellie W. Perkins Doll 
and Miniature Society
Member UFDC  www.ufdc.org

Scouting for Food - Help Us Fill 
The Truck Again This Year!!
To the editor:

It’s that time of year again to help your local food pantries!  The Scout-
ing for Food program makes it easy for you to contribute. On Saturday, 
November 6th, scouts from all over the area will deliver door hangers to 
several homes with information about Scouting for Food. On the following 
Saturday, November 13th, put the food items that you’re donating a bag and 
leave it outside in an easily visible spot for the scouts to pick up. We make 
it easy for you to give!

Please mark your calendars, and watch for the sales on soups, canned 
fish, juice boxes, canned vegetables, canned fruits, peanut butter, etc (no 
perishable, frozen or in glass containers please!).  

The scouts will be working hard to distribute hangers and pick up all the 
bags of food, but if we miss your house, please bring your donation directly 
to SHARE in Milford, or the local food pantry of your choice. The families 
of Amherst and Mont Vernon have a tradition of donating generously, and 
there is no better way to start your season of giving than by giving to oth-
ers!  

Our partner for this year’s Scouting for Food program is the New Hamp-
shire Army National Guard.  Scouting for Food would not be possible 
without their very generous support.  For more information call the Dan-
iel Webster Council, Boy Scouts of America at 1-800-221-0009 or visit our 
website at www.nhscouting.org/scoutingforfood.

 
Thank you,
Ann Hartman
Scouting for Food Coordinator 

Students Serve Needs of Veterans 
To the editor:

One of the tenets of Souhegan High School’s Mission Statement is to in-
spire and honor active stewardship of family, nation and globe. All students 
are required to volunteer at least 40 hours of service to their community. 
Freshmen teams integrate service into their curriculum and work to build 
a basic understanding of learning through service. Each team spends a day 
out in the community where they try to answer the fundamental questions 
of:

How do their actions affect the community? 
How does service connect to the principles of democracy? 
What is their responsibility to others and to the community?
This year the freshmen team 9C would like to focus their service to those 

in the veterans’ community. Marie Grella is working closely with Souhe-
gan to help us connect with deployed veteran’s families, retired veterans or 
widows of veterans. The students would be pleased to help you with your 
general yard work tasks or other small jobs that would take no more than 
a few hours:

raking leaves
weeding
mulching
small jobs around the house
washing first floor windows
cleaning out garages
Students will be out in the community on Tuesday, November 9th from 

10am - 2pm. They will transport themselves to and from each job site, be 
accompanied by one of their teachers, bring their own lunch and hopefully, 
most of the equipment that they might need to complete their tasks.

If you are interested in having a team of students help you in any of the 
above areas, please contact Marie Grella to be included in our list. Do not 
hesitate to contact either of us with any questions or concerns. Please let us 
show you how much we appreciate your service to our country.

Sincerely,
Marie Grella  
Maggie Paul  
673-9940 x317


