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November is here in the  
Children’s Room!   
•	 Come	and	look	at	our	holiday	dis-

play	of	books	for	all	ages,	“We	Give	
Thanks	for	Books”,	just	waiting	to	be	
borrowed.			

•	 Sign	up	for	our	“Animals	in	Winter”	
program	on	Thursday,	November	11,		
from	1:00-2:00pm.		Did	you	ever	wonder	
how	the	wild	animals	in	New	Hampshire	are	
preparing	for	winter?	Come	and	find	out,	as	the	
folks	(and	some	real	live	animals!)	from	the	Squam	
Lakes	Natural	Science	Center	present	‘Animals	in	
Winter’.		This	45-minute	program	for	kids	ages	5-10	
will	offer	information,	fun,	and	some	chances	for	
real-life	encounters	with	New	Hampshire	wildlife!		
We’ll	discover	some	of	the	different	ways	our	animal	
neighbors	respond	to	the	challenges	of	a	New	
Hampshire	winter.			Space	is	limited,	so	come	in,	
call	(673-2288)	or	go	online	(www.amherst.lib.nh.us)	
to	register,	or	for	more	information.

•	 Make-it,	Take-it	Craft:		Come	in	anytime	during	the	
week	of	November	15-21,		and	make	your	own	sim-
ple		“Stand-up	Turkey”	(limit	one-per-child,	please)	

As always, you’re invited to join us for preschool sto-
ry hours: infants-2yrs. on Tuesday mornings,  4 -6 yr. 
olds on Wednesdays, and 2 and 3 yr. olds on Thursdays. 
Programs run from the week of  Nov. 8 through to the 
week of December 13th.   For times and more details, 
call 673-2288 or go to www.amherst.lib.nh.us .
Spanish	is	Fun!
Ages	4	–	7

Join senora Rowley on Tuesdays from 3:30 – 4:15 for 
an afternoon of fun — learning basic Spanish vocabu-
lary, games, stories and songs.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED, so please drop by 
the Children’s Room, call 673-2288, or go to  www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us 

Coming up—

Great	Stone	Face	Reviewer’s	
Club	

Come and join Miss Sarah in 
reading and reviewing books that are 

under consideration for next year’s 
statewide reading list, the Great Stone 

Face Award List. Your reviews will help 
shape the list for middle school readers 

around the state!  We’ll be reading the newest 
books, giving our opinions about what we’ve read, and 
snacking while we talk---what could be more fun?  The 
club meets the first Wednesday of every month.  Grades 
5 and 6.   For details and registration, please call Miss 
Sarah at 673-2288. 
Junior	Book	Club

On the second Wednesday of each month, parents 
and kids gather for our Junior Book Club.  In prepara-
tion for our next meeting, we are reading a wonderful 
book by Betty Birney, The Seven Wonders of Sassafras 
Springs.  Like the main character in this book, we’ll all 
be looking for the hidden wonders of our own commu-
nity.  Then, club members will forward me photos of 
their discoveries, and we’ll all enjoy a slide show at our 
next meeting---I’m really looking forward to getting to 
know my new community of Amherst through the eyes 
of club members! Grades  2-4.  For more details, and 
registration, please call Miss Sarah at 673-2288.
Storytimes

We offer storytimes for children ages newborn to 
6yrs.:

It’s About Conservation

Trees and People
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

Trees
I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in Summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

—	Joyce	Kilmer

I think, NO, I know I’d be lost without trees.  
Oh, I find desert places and above tree-line moun-
tain tops exciting; but, there would be a void in my 
life and spirit without trees to see, smell and walk 
amongst.  Trees have such character.  Each has its 
story.  It is the wide community of trees that carpet, 
color and shape our hills.  Even from a distance, 
trees tell us of the land they were raised on – some 
on boney, dry slopes exposed to northeasters down 
to others growing on rich, alluvial river plains, fer-
tilized by spring flood waters.  These are some of 
the friends I walk with.  Some are tall and straight 
while others are scarred with nest cavities where 
branches have been broken away.  Each is named.

Take oaks, for example, they are a varied lot.  
Most of them live out each year routinely produc-
ing acorns as fodder for deer, squirrels and jays.  
Many are selected to become lumber for homes 
and furnishings while others fuel our stoves and 
renewable energy sources.  Occasionally, one tree 
gets singled out from the forest for history, just as 
folks are.  Two such trees and the events surround-
ing them in Connecticut come to mind.

In 1662 King Charles II granted the Connecti-
cut colonies an exceptionally liberal charter giving 
them an unusual degree of autonomy. It was later 
deemed satisfactory to serve as the state constitu-
tion from 1776 until 1818.  When the Royal Gover-
nor Sir Edmund Andros tried to retake the char-
ter from the oppressed colonists, the charter was 
snatched from the meeting table and hidden at 
night in the hollow of a nearby white oak, grow-

ing since the 12th or 
13th century, later to be 
known as the Charter 
Oak.  The oak stood as a 
monument to democra-
cy for over two centuries.  It’s interesting that when 
the colonists, the new owners of what is now Hart-
ford arrived in 1630 to begin clearing their land, 
a delegation of local Indians urged the owners to 
preserve the tree:

 “It has been the guide of our ancestors for cen-
turies as to the time of planting our corn; when the 
leaves are the size of a mouse’s ears, then it is time 
to put the seed into the ground.” 

The second tree, also an oak, stood near the Hou-
satonic River near home in Gaylordsville.  Beneath 
its branches, Washington met Lafayette to plan the 
campaign each would lead as the Revolutionary 
War was concluded.  A stone monument stands in 
commemoration of the event and the tree.

Sycamore trees often become the focus of atten-
tion, like people, as a result of their stature and posi-
tion.  Often growing beside a watercourse, they are 
subjects for painters, photographers and river navi-
gators.  The first reference in literature to the syca-
more that I am aware of occurs in the New Testa-
ment when Jesus directs Zacchaeus to move it and 
get down out of the sycamore he was perched in.  
The largest sycamore in New Hampshire  is near 
the Connecticut River.  It stands 110 feet tall and 
has a crown spanning 85 feet.  The largest ones in 
Amherst are on the bank of the Souhegan down-
stream of the ACC Currier land off Fairway Drive.
A	Commercial

Yes it is!  The season for giving ain’t far off.  In 
this time of Green Thinking, we suggest you give 
serious thought to making a gift to a conservation 
organization.  The gift could be in honor of a loved 
already on your giving list.

The Amherst Walk Book should be on your list 
as a gift to yourself, friends and the coffee table.  It 
includes places to visit like the quiet bench by the 
river on the Currier Land, Amherst area photos, 
maps and history, 50-percent of the purchase price 
directly supports the green work of the ACC.  Get 
your copies at the Town Hall or Toadstool Book-
shop. They are gifts that truly keep on giving.  

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy	Lapointe,	Library	Director
14	Main	St.,	Amherst	NH	
Phone	673-2288		Fax	672-6063
email:	library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web	http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu,	9:30	a.m.	-	8:30	p.m.
Fri	&	Sat,	9:30	a.m.	-	5:00	p.m.
Sun,	1:00	-	5:00	p.m.

 
43 Ledgewood Drive, Milford - just off Rt 101A at Tonella Rd.    www.horizonbay.com

603-672-5037

Your story continues here...

888-717-0850

Big Hearts Wanted 
To SHare Christmas!
Share Outreach
is looking for individuals, 
families, businesses, civic 
groups and clubs willing to 
adopt a local family in need 
by providing gifts for them 
this holiday season. 

Contact the SHARE office by November 22 at 673-9898 or  
email holiday@sharenh.org for information. SHare is a local 
nonprofit 501(c)3 agency that provides assistance to those in need 
in amherst, Mont Vernon, Milford and Brookline.

This ad was paid for by a friend of SHare

Bedford Fields Bedford Fields
Fields Bedford Fields Bedford 

Holiday decorating ideas and more...!

Bedford
Fields

331 Route 101, Bedford, NH 03110 • 603-472-8880 • Open 7 days

www.bedfordfields.com

With coupon. Not to be combined with any other offer. Exp. 11/30/10.

$500
off Your purchase of $40 or more

Santa is Coming to Town
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  The Amherst Area New-

comers’ Club is gearing up to host Santa Claus at a special 
breakfast on Saturday December 11th from 9 AM until 11 
AM.  Santa will be having breakfast at the Amherst Con-
gregational Church and all children, parents, grandparents, 
friends and neighbors are invited to join in the fun!  Tickets 
are $6 each and are ONLY sold in advance.  Admission in-
cludes a continental breakfast, games, crafts and a photo of 
your child with Santa.

This event sells out every year so get your tickets early.  
Tickets can be reserved by calling Jessica Steele at 672-2252 
and sending a check, payable to Amherst Area Newcomers, 
to Jessica at 3 Upper Flanders, Amherst NH 03031.

Santa	visits	with	youngsters	at	
Breakfast	with	Santa.		

Baby Listeners
Tuesday	at	10	am
Lapsit	with	caregiver.
From	birth	-	24	mos.	
Terrific 2’s & 3’s
Thursdays	at	10	am
Caregivers	present.	

Includes	a	simple	
craft.
Book Bunch
Wednesday	at	11:30	
am
Stories	for	ages	4-6.
	

Outer Landscape / Inner Likeness
 AMHERST - The Amherst Town 

Library is offering an inspiring, 
thought provoking four part series 
that will explore the difference be-
tween the environment that nature 
offers us and the settings we cre-
ate for ourselves.  Mark your cal-
endars for Wednesday, October 27, 
and November 10 from 1-2:30 p.m. 
as recently retired Souhegan High 
School teacher Nancy Baker leads 
this series in the Johnson Meeting 
Room.  You are welcome to attend 
any or all of the sessions.

This is an interdisciplinary expe-
rience, drawing on literature, phi-
losophy, mythology, music and art 
to look deeper at the ways landscape 
shapes us.  Major elements include 
Margaret Atwood’s short story 
Death by Landscape, some pastoral 
poetry, the mythology and philoso-

phy that contrasts the natural and 
the civilized, Beethoven’s 6th Sym-
phony (Pastoral), the critical con-
cept of the sublime, and the history 
of landscape painting.  The format 
is interactive, being both informa-
tive and a sharing of ideas.  No pre-
vious study of any of the disciplines 
or specific works is expected, and 
all in-class and follow up materials 
are provided.

Back by popular demand to of-
fer more of her excellent and raved 
about presentations, Nancy Bak-
er, one of the Founding Faculty at 
Souhegan High School, was runner 
up as New Hampshire Teacher of 
the Year in 2004.  During her time 
at the school, Nancy taught Mythol-
ogy, History of Ideas, Philosophy, 
Ancient History and Latin.  A Clas-
sical Languages major at Harpur 

College, SUNY at Binghamton, 
Nancy continued graduate work 
in Egyptology at Brown Universi-
ty.  She also worked in the Research 
Department at Colonial Williams-
burg, was Director of Research at 
the Historic Annapolis Foundation, 
and is the author of several articles 
on early Annapolis, Maryland, sil-
versmiths in the 18th century, and 
colonial ship chandlery.  This se-
ries is sure to be engaging and full 
of fascinating explorations in litera-
ture, philosophy, mythology, music 
and art!

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”

A Community Book Discussion of The Happiness 
Advantage

AMHERST - A Community 
Book Discussion of The Happiness 
Advantage, by Shawn Achor, will 
be held at the Amherst Town Li-
brary on Tuesday evening, Novem-
ber 16th, from 7-8:30 p.m. in the 
Johnson Meeting Room.  This book 
discussion is offered in conjunction 
with the recent visit to Souhegan 
High School of author and former 
Harvard lecturer Shawn Achor.  
Shawn spoke at the high school 
during the recent “Kindness in Ac-
tion” week. To further the conver-
sation, and to explore and expand 
on this important topic, we invite 
you to the Amherst Town Library 
to the discussion facilitated by Col-
leen Meaney, Dean of Faculty at 
Souhegan High School.  Librar-
ians Lisa Petrie of Souhegan High 
School and Ruslyn Vear of the Am-
herst Town Library will also be par-
ticipating.  All adult and teen mem-
bers of our community are invited 
to join us in the discussion.  Copies 
of the book are available for loan at 

the Amherst Town Library.  Please 
take the opportunity to “talk happi-
ness”—it is not necessary to read to 
the book to join us. 

Is happiness a precursor to suc-
cess, or is it the other way around?  
Conventional wisdom holds that if 
we work hard, we will be more suc-
cessful, and if we are more success-
ful, then we’ll be happy.   If we can 
just find that great job, win that next 
promotion, lose those five pounds, 
happiness will follow.  But, is this 
true?  In The Happiness Advantage: 
the seven principles of positive psy-
chology that fuel success and per-
formance at work, Shawn Achor, 
who spent over a decade living, re-
searching, and teaching sections at 
Harvard University, draws on his 
own research—including one of 
the largest studies of happiness and 
potential at Harvard and others at 
companies like UBS and KPMG.  
Achor’s lectures on the science of 

happiness and human potential 
have received attention in the New 
York Times, the Boston Globe, the 
Wall Street Journal, and on CNN 
and NPR.  Let’s get together, with 
facilitator Colleen Meaney, who has 
been Dean of Faculty at Souhegan 
High School for over 10 years, and 
share insight on whether Achor’s 
principles on how to achieve the 
extraordinary in our lives have rel-
evance in our experiences.

This event is free and open to 
the public.  You can register for the 
book discussion at the Amherst 
Town Library by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us 
or by visiting our website at www.
amherst.lib.nh.us and signing up 
online by selecting “Calendar of 
Events.”  For more information on 
the event please contact Lisa Petrie 
at 673-9940 x341 at Souhegan High 
School or Ruslyn Vear at 673-2288 
at the Amherst Town Library.


