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Schools

Open Positions on Amherst School 
Ways and Means Committee

AMHERST  -  Currently there are 
two open positions on the Amherst 
School District Ways and Means 
Committee for the 2010-11 

The Ways and Means Commit-
tee for the Amherst School Dis-
trict (K-8) is charged with reviewing 
the school budget proposed by the 
School Board and the Superinten-
dent’s Office and reporting findings 
to the citizens of Amherst.

The charge in 1931 to the Ways 
and Means Committee was “the 
town of Amherst would be benefited 
by the services of a Ways and Means 
Committee whose duty it would be 
to examine and report on all appro-
priations and expenditures.”

In 1948 the School District was 
added to the charge.   After a pub-
lic hearing four years ago, it was de-

cided to split the Ways and Means 
Committee into a Town Committee 
and a School Committee.  The cur-
rent Amherst School District Ways 
and Means Committee has seven 
regular members and one alternate 
member.

If you are interested in being con-
sidered for a position on the Com-
mittee, please send a cover letter de-
scribing why you would like to be 
appointed to Ways and Means as 
well as your resume to Carol Hold-
en, Amherst School District Mod-
erator, P.O. Box 13, Amherst 03031-
0013 or to ccommish@rcn.com.   I 
am happy to respond to individual 
questions as to what membership 
on the Committee entails.  Please 
email me or call me at 673-8167 
with your questions.

Students in the News

Area Resident Participates In 
UNE College of Osteopathic 
Medicine White Coat Ceremo-
ny

BIDDEFORD, ME- Suvi Neukam, 
daughter of Aria and Rande Neu-
kam of Amherst, a first-year student 
at the University of New England 
College of Osteopathic Medicine 
(UNECOM) participated recent-
ly in the College’s annual White 
Coat Ceremony to formally recog-
nize the transition students make 
from lay persons to those assum-

ing the responsibility of physicians.  
The evening ceremony was held at 
the Holiday Inn by the Bay in Port-
land, Maine on Thursday, October 
7, 2010. 
Bowdoin College Honors Its 
Top Students

BRUNSWICK, MAINE - Bow-
doin College held its annual Sarah 
and James Bowdoin Day ceremony 
on October 22 to honor those un-
dergraduates who distinguish them-
selves by excellence in scholarship.

Those students who are designat-
ed Sarah and James Bowdoin Schol-
ars are in the top (highest GPA) 20 
percent of each class for the pre-
vious academic year. In addition, 
those scholars who earned a GPA of 
4.0 are designated Sarah and James 
Bowdoin Book Award winners.  
From Amherst, Chantal Croteau of 
the Class of 2012, was named a Sar-
ah and James Bowdoin Scholar.
Dean’s List for MCPHS Student

The Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences is 
pleased to announce that Emily 
A. Landon has been named to the 
Dean’s List for the Spring 2010 se-
mester. Emily, daughter of Lovell 
and Carol Landon, is a native of Am-
herst and is pursuing a BS in Nurs-
ing. Emily graduated in 2010.

Suvi Neukam

INTERVIEWS/OPEN HOUSE 
For 6th Graders and Parents at Nashua Catholic Junior 
High School

Nashua Catholic Regional Junior High School is currently inter-
viewing students for the 2011-2012 school year.  Appointments can 
be made by calling the school or at our Open House.
NCRJHS OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, November 10, 2010
6:00pm – 8:00pm 
NC Gym – 6 Bartlett Avenue, Nashua
Principal’s Address 6:00 – Meet Teachers and Staff – Tours 

            
Nashua Catholic offers an outstanding faith based academic 

curriculum as well as a full range of service, sports and extra cur-
ricular activities for boys and girls of all faiths. 

 Call today (603)-882-7011 for more information.

Souhegan High School Fall Drama,   
The Diary of Anne Frank, Nov. 19-20

AMHERST - The Souhegan Fall 
Play, The Diary of Anne Frank, 
has been cast and work is well un-
derway on this powerful tale of a 
young girl’s refusal to allow the Ho-
locaust to stifle her love of life and 
faith in humanity.  The cast com-
prises a talented group of students 
with a wealth of talent and acting 
experience.  Anne is played by Ol-
ivia Vordenberg, Otto Frank, Pat-
rick O’Mara; Edith Frank, Athena 
Kochilaris;  Margot Frank, Paige 
Craven;  Peter Van Daan, Tanner 

Huseman; Mrs. Van Daan, Hal-
ey Brannelly; Mr. Van Daan, Brad 
Ohdner; Mr. Dussell, Matt Tib-
betts; Miep Gies, Meghan Bedard; 
Mr. Kraler, Bret Nickerson; Gesta-
po officers, Andrew Amrein and 
Jake Coulter.  

Stan St. Onge has designed a 
stark set that effectively communi-
cates the claustrophobic setting of 
the Secret Annex where the eight 
people hid for 25 months during 
the brutal Nazi occupation of Am-

sterdam during the dark years of 
1942-1944.  St. Onge  is ably as-
sisted by student Valerie Wisneski, 
stage manager,  and a very able crew 
of capable technical students.

While this play portrays the trag-
ic events of Anne’s life, it is ulti-
mately an uplifting statement of 
the indomitable human spirit  that 
lives on through the remarkable di-
ary that inspires us to embrace the 
hope, tolerance and peace in which 
Anne ultimately believed.

The play will be performed on 
Friday and Saturday November 19 
and 20 at 7:30 PM.  Plans are also 
being made for a matinee on Friday 
morning, Nov. 19.  We hope you 
will join us for the performances. 
Mail order ticket reservation forms 
are available on the SHS website:  
www.sprise.com.  Prices are $7 for 
Adults and $5 for Students and Se-
nior Citizens.

10th comedy night
COME OUT & SUPPORT OUR TEAM  

http://robotics138.org

FIRST ROBOTICS
SOUHEGAN HIGH SCHOOL

TEAM 138 ENTROPY

S H S  A u d i t o r i u m

J A N 1 5
7 P M

Jim Colliton        Mike Whitman      Matt Donaher

Tickets $15.00 in Advance or  $20.00 at the Door
For more information go to http://robotics138.org
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Souhegan Robotics

What is FIRST?
by Sage Wesenberg

FIRST is a competition that combines science, technology, and 
the excitement of sports into a team-building experience. Students 
and mentors design and build a robot of their own to complete a se-
ries of challenges. They compete in tournaments around the globe 
against hundreds of teams to place at the World Championship. 
Past competitions have included getting a robot to kick a soccer ball 
and lift balls over high bars.

At Souhegan High School, we are Team Entropy. Team Entropy 
has been around for 16 years! Everyone from grades 9 to 12 can par-
ticipate. We include a wide variety of people: soccer captains, actors, 
musicians, athletes, artists, writers, and more. We practice at Mon-
arch Instruments, right behind Wal-Mart. The company’s donation 
of a machine shop and meeting space is an example of the team’s 
community support.

Team Entropy competes every year in Manchester at the region-
als and goes to Atlanta, GA, for the nationals. We have won all sorts 
of awards including many Autodesk Visual Awards, Saber Awards, 
and Finalist in Granite State Regional. We now have students who 
started out as team members, and are now professional engineers.

The team is broken down into five separate groups: Electrical, 
Mechanical, Programming, Animation, and Business Management. 
Each has their own individual purpose to help out the team, but all 
of them our needed for success. Does this sound interesting? Which 
team would you want to be on? Stay tuned for more on each of our 
teams…coming soon.

“Math Super Stars”
With the direction of Clark-

Wilkins mathematics coach, Jen Ec-
cleston, and the collaboration of sev-
eral parent volunteer coordinators, 
nearly one hundred sixty students 
in grades one through four have be-
gun participation in the “Math Su-
per Stars” enrichment program. 

The program, which is totally vol-
untary, targets children who can 
benefit from after school enrich-
ment activities in mathematics. 
Children who participate in “Math 
Super Stars” complete monthly ac-
tivities at home then turn in the 
completed work at school. The prob-
lems are collected, corrected, and 
returned by a parent volunteer. Par-
ents and students access the work 
through our Angel web site. Differ-
ent sets of problems target the vari-
ous grade levels. 

Volunteers who correct the papers 
do so without knowledge of student 
names, since the papers are coded 
with individual numbers. 

“Math Super Stars” has been im-
plemented successfully in neigh-
boring communities including 
Merrimack and Bedford. Since the 
program is voluntary and optional, 
students may choose to opt in or out 
of the program throughout the year. 
Kindergarten students will not ac-
cess the program until January 2011 
when parents and teachers will have 
a stronger sense of those students 
who can benefit from participation. 

“Math Super Stars” provides an 
extremely valuable opportunity for 
those students who possess the abil-
ity and interest in pursuing math-
ematical concepts at a more chal-

lenging level. 
An information session about 

“Math Super Stars” that took place 
in September attracted nearly two 
hundred adult attendees, which 
serves as a strong indicator of the 
support and interest the communi-
ty places on mathematical learning. 

As “Math Super Stars” is imple-
mented this first year, coordinators 
and volunteers will fine tune the 
program by assessing its strengths 
and flaws in an effort to make the 
program one that meets the needs 
and interests of a wide range of stu-
dents. 

Jen Eccleston

Students Learn to Cook Thai

Students in Souhegan High 
School International Cuisine class 
wanted to learn about the cuisine of 
Thailand. They prepared several rec-
ipes including Chiang Mai Noodles, 
Spicy Basil Beef, Crispy Noodles, 
and Pad Thai. Though many ingre-
dients can be found in regular su-
permarkets, some can only be found 
in Asian Markets. On a recent shop-
ping trip to Lanna Asian Market on 
Amherst St. in Nashua, instructor 
Regina Sullivan met owner Joy Chai-
siriwong. “Joy was extremely help-
ful,” Regina said. “I had a long list of 
ingredients to purchase there.” “Joy 
and I began talking about the Inter-
national Cuisine class I was teach-
ing. She volunteered to come to my 
classroom to teach my students how 
to prepare Garden Rolls.” 

Joy introduced herself to Regina’s 
class sharing that she was born in 
Thailand and came to the United 
States when she was 18 years old. 
She learned English here and earned 
her degree in Computer Science. 
Her passion however, lay with her 

homeland, and she opened Lanna 
Asian Market in October of 2004. 

Regina’s students sliced up cu-
cumbers, avocadoes, carrots, let-
tuce, and shrimp for their Garden 
Rolls. They learned about rice noo-
dles and how to prepare the Spring 
Roll wrappers made from rice flour. 
The Rolls also included some Thai 
basil and mint. Joy taught them 
how prepare a dipping sauce for the 
Rolls. “My students learned a great 
deal working side by side with Joy. 
I look forward to working with her 
again,” Sullivan said. 

Joy recently moved Lanna Asian 
Marketto to a larger space once oc-
cupied by Peter’s Pharmacy at 495 
Amherst St., Nashua. The Asian 
Market specializes in foods from 
Thailand, Japan, Philippines, China, 
Taiwan, Indonesia, Korea and Viet-
nam. You will also find some Indian 
spices there. For more information 
about the Asian Market visit her 
website at www.lannaasianmarket.
com . 

Joy teaches Patrick O’Mara and Samantha Norton how to prepare the cu-
cumbers for the Garden Rolls

Joy looks on as Samantha Norton works on the cucumbers

Olivia Vordenberg

Souhegan cast members include: Olivia Vordenberg, Patrick O’Mara, Athena Kochilaris, Paige Craven, Tanner Huse-
man, Haley Brannelly, Brad Ohdner, Matt Tibbetts, Meghan Bedard, Bret Nickerson, Andrew Amrein, Jake Coulter.


