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December is almost here in 
the Children’s Room!            
•	 Our	collection	of	holiday	books	for	

all	ages	will	be	on	display	for	the	
month	of	December--	“The	Holidays	
are	Happier	with	Books!”	We	have	
a	variety	of	time-tested	classics	and	
recent	releases,	celebrating	Christmas,	
Hanukkah,	and	Kwanzaa.		Come	on	in,	
and	check	some	out!								

•	 Do	you	have	a	‘crafty’	child	in	your	family?	We	have	
just	the	activity	for	them!		On	Tuesday,	December	
14,	at	3:30pm.,	Miss	Sarah	will	be	holding	a	Holiday	
Candle	Workshop,	for	children	in	grades	2-5.		We	
will	be	experimenting	with	some	different	ways	to	
decorate	candles	to	make	them	“holiday	treasures”.		
Space	is	limited,	so	please	call	(673-2288)	or	go	
online	(www.amherst.lib.nh.us)	to	register,	or	for	
more	information.

•	 Come	to	our		holiday	get-together—“Stories,	Songs,	
and	Cookies,	too!!”	on	Friday,	December	17,		from	
3:30-4:30pm.		Bring	a	small	plate	of	your	favorite	
holiday	cookies---we’ll	provide	cider,	and	we’ll	all	
get	to	sample	the	selection!		In	the	meantime,	Miss	
Sarah	and	Miss	Sue	will	read	some	holiday	stories,	
we’ll	sing	some	holiday	songs,	and	there	will	be	a	
simple	craft	to	complete	the	afternoon.		We	hope	to	
send	everyone	home	full	of	holiday	cheer!		Space	
is	limited,	so	please	call	(673-2288)	or	go	online	
(www.amherst.lib.nh.us)	to	register,	or	for	more	
information.

•	 Make-it,	Take-it	Craft:		Come	in	anytime	from	De-
cember	20-23,	and	make	your	own	simple	holiday	
gift	cards.	

As always, you’re invited to join us for preschool sto-
ry hours: infants-2yrs. on Tuesday mornings,  4 -6 yr. 
olds on Wednesdays, and 2 and 3 yr. olds on Thursdays. 
Programs run from the week of  Nov. 8 through to the 
week of December 13th.   For times and more details, 
call 673-2288 or go to www.amherst.lib.nh.us .

A big “thank-you” to the wonder-
ful Senora Rowley, who provided 
lots of learning enjoyment with her 
“Spanish is Fun” programs this No-
vember.  The kids had a great time, 
and we’re sure they are impressing 
everyone with their Spanish skills!

Coming up—

Great	Stone	Face	Reviewer’s	
Club	
Come and join Miss Sarah in reading 

and reviewing books that are under consid-
eration for next year’s statewide reading list, the 

Great Stone Face Award List. Your reviews will help 
shape the list for middle school readers around the 
state!  We’ll be reading the newest books, giving our 
opinions about what we’ve read, and snacking while 
we talk---what could be more fun?  The club meets the 
first Wednesday of every month.  Grades 5 and 6.   For 
details and registration, please call Miss Sarah at 673-
2288. 
Junior	Book	Club
On the second Wednesday of each month, parents and 
kids gather for our Junior Book Club.  In preparation 
for our next meeting, we are reading “The Year of Miss 
Agnes” by Kirkpatrick Hill.  In reading this short novel 
set in Alaska in 1948, we’ll be learning a lot about a 
different time, a different culture, and a different part 
of our country!  Please feel free to come to the library 
and check out a copy of the book, and to join us for our 
discussion on December 8 at 6:30pm.  I’m really look-
ing forward to it!Storytimes

We offer storytimes for children ages newborn to 
6yrs.:

It’s About Conservation

Current Use 101
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

This year New Hampshire’s landmark current 
use law, RSA 79-A, celebrate 38 years as one of the 
nation’s simplest and most effective open space 
taxation programs.  As the state has grown more 
dependent on the property tax to fund municipal 
services, the importance of the current use system 
has grown. 

Approximately 3 million acres are enrolled in 
the NH current use program by some 27,000 land-
owners. Contrary to popular notions, the average 
family with land in current use has a below-average 
median household income. For many landowners, 
current use is an important means by which they 
can afford to keep their lands. 

What is current use? 
Current use is a property taxing strategy de-

signed to encourage landowners to keep their open 
space undeveloped. Rather than a property being 
taxed at its real estate market value, the land is 
taxed on its income producing capability. For ex-
ample, through current use, land may be taxed as a 
woodlot or a farm, not as a potential site for hous-
es.  . 

Undeveloped farmland, forestland, and certified 
Tree Farms may all enroll in current use. The law 
also covers land such as wetlands and other sites 
unsuitable for agriculture or forest products. Land 
in current use can be posted against trespassing, 
but owners receive additional tax savings if they 
keep their land open and without fee all year for 
hunting, fishing, snowshoeing, hiking, skiing, and 
nature observation. The state Current Use Board 
also recognizes that there are extra costs associ-
ated with good forest management. Owners who 
meet criteria for forestland with documented stew-
ardship may receive lower assessments. 

Typically, land holdings must be at least 10 acres, 
Buildings and other improvements, such as drive-
ways and septic systems, are excluded from current 
use.  No land automatically becomes enrolled in 
current use.  Landowners must apply to their town, 
committing their land to open space conservation. 
The selectmen, town forester, or other assessing of-
ficial appraises the land using criteria established 
by the state Current Use Board. Like other types of 
real estate, this valuation is equalized annually for 
the purpose of assessing taxes. 

When land being taxed at the current use rate is 
developed, or an owner otherwise changes its use 
to one not qualifying for current use, a land use 
change tax is charged. The rate is 10 percent of the 
“full and true value” of the land, and is usually as-
sessed at the time the physical change has begun.

How land use change 
tax receipts are allocat-
ed is up to the voters.  In 
Amherst all of the re-
ceipts were once allocat-
ed to the ACC Conservation Fund.  Today, 50 per-
cent of the receipts go to that fund.  The other 50 
percent is going to what is called the LUCT Fund.  
Money from the Conservation Fund has been used 
over the years to purchase open space and land 
rights for conservation purposes as spelled out by 
state law RSA 36-A.  In past years when larger high-
er valued land was being taken out of current use, 
the land use change fees were usually sufficient to 
meet the ACC’s protection opportunities.

That is not going to be true in the future.  The 
larger land parcels and higher valued ones have 
been sold for residential and commercial develop-
ment.  The amount of funding for land protection 
produced by land use change fees has diminished 
and will diminish more as the town builds out.  An-
other source of funds, the Land and Community 
Heritage Investment Program, LCHIP, which the 
ACC has employed for protection appears to have 
no prospect of being funded by the Legislature. 

Where does this leave the ACC and the residents 
who have benefitted from the open space protected 
already and could benefit more in years to come?  
The future is not quite as bleak as being up the 
creek without a paddle.  Close, but not quite.  Oth-
er sources and tools may be available.  At home, 
a specific warrant article to restore funding to the 
conservation fund or to protect a designated par-
cel could be approved by the taxpayers.  Recently 
that’s not been worth the paper it’s printed on.  But 
it’s a possible.  

Grants, another source, are becoming more dif-
ficult to obtain as Congress tightens those items in 
the federal budget.  And grants take time to pre-
pare.  Forty to eighty volunteer hours are typically 
required with, again, slim chances of winning that 
lottery.  Donations of land, land rights, or dollars 
by dedicated citizens and those wishing to secure 
tax credits are effective and always welcome.  We 
keep looking for paddles because open space is a 
good thing today and will be much more so tomor-
row. 

Current use taxation has been a good mecha-
nism for keeping Amherst spaces open.  We just 
don’t have many more parcels to realize the ben-
efit of change from.   Got ideas?  Or a vote for open 
space?

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy	Lapointe,	Library	Director
14	Main	St.,	Amherst	NH	
Phone	673-2288		Fax	672-6063
email:	library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web	http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu,	9:30	a.m.	-	8:30	p.m.
Fri	&	Sat,	9:30	a.m.	-	5:00	p.m.
Sun,	1:00	-	5:00	p.m.

Baby Listeners
Tuesday	at	10	am
Lapsit	with	caregiver.
From	birth	-	24	mos.	
Terrific 2’s & 3’s
Thursdays	at	10	am
Caregivers	present.	

Includes	a	simple	
craft.
Book Bunch
Wednesday	at	11:30	
am
Stories	for	ages	4-6.	

Membership open to anyone who lives or works in New Hampshire. This credit 
union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

Granite State Credit Union We are New Hampshire!
AMHERST  CANDIA  CONCORD  MANCHESTER  NASHUA  SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses for 65 Years.

People Helping People

gscu.org  800-645-GSCU
BMW 2011

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

bmwusa.com
1-800-334-4BMW

www.devineflooring.com

◆ Carpet ◆ tile ◆ Vinyl ◆ laminate ◆ WOOD ◆ area rugs

 “Happy
Thanksgiving” 

We’ll be closed November 25 - 29 to give thanks with our families.

“Come experience the Devine Difference... 
you’ll be floored!”

tue-Fri. 10-6, sat. 10-4 • Closed sun., mon.

438 Gibbons Highway • Route 101W 
Wilton, NH 03086 • 654-5400

Clubs,	Civic	Organizations,	Non-Profits	please	submit	your	
publicity	to	The Amherst Citizen:	news@amherstcitizen.com


