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Amherst Town Library

Florence: Lilies, Marble, And All The Vanities

Historic Amherst:

Got to Have That Turkey!
An Amherst Thanksgiving Tradition of Long Ago

 The famous American compos-
er Virgil Thompson once said: “In 
Paris, you learn wit, in London you 
learn to crush your social rivals, and 
in Florence you learn poise.” As part 
of the Amherst Town Library’s Jan-
uary adult series called On Location 
in Italy, you are welcome to “walk” 
through the neighborhoods of Flor-
ence, Italy and discover how Flor-
ence has always been about style, 
and balances everything well – poli-
tics, art, architecture, literature, and 
a love of fine living.  Mark your cal-
endars for Wednesday, January 12, 
and Wednesday January 19 from 1-
2:30 p.m. (snow date of January 26) 
as recently retired Souhegan High 
School teacher Nancy Baker leads 
this series in the Johnson Meeting 
Room. 

Florence, the “Cradle of the Re-
naissance,” was home to Leonardo 
da Vinci, Dante, Michelangelo, Ma-
chiavelli, Galileo, and many others 
who challenged and changed con-
ventional ways of thinking from the 
14th to the 16th centuries. As the 

last preserved Renaissance city of 
the world, Florence offers a unique 
opportunity to understand a cul-
ture that has been compared to that 
of the golden age in ancient Athens.  
Today Florence presents itself to the 
visitor as a dazzle of green and pink 
marble, glorious food, significant 
museums and historic sites, famous 
churches, and lovely gardens. The 
Ferragamo and Gucci fashion hous-
es were founded in Florence and 
the Via de’ Tornabuoni district is a 
shopper’s delight.  It is no wonder 
that in 2007 it was named the most 
desirable destination for tourists in 
the world.  In this two part series 
you will learn a little why Florence 
is so fascinating while sharing your 
own travel experiences in the city or 
getting some tips on what to see if 
you go there.

Back by popular demand to of-
fer more of her excellent and raved 
about presentations, Nancy Bak-
er, one of the founding faculty at 
Souhegan High School, was runner 
up as New Hampshire Teacher of 

the Year in 2004.  During her time 
at the school, Nancy taught Mythol-
ogy, History of Ideas, Philosophy, 
Ancient History and Latin.  A Clas-
sical Languages major at Harpur 
College, SUNY at Binghamton, 
Nancy continued graduate work 
in Egyptology at Brown Universi-
ty.  She also worked in the Research 
Department at Colonial Williams-
burg, was Director of Research at 
the Historic Annapolis Foundation, 
and is the author of several articles 
on early Annapolis, Maryland, sil-
versmiths in the 18th century, and 
colonial ship chandlery.  This se-
ries is sure to be engaging and full 
of fascinating explorations in litera-
ture, philosophy, mythology, music 
and art!

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and registering online by selecting 
“Calendar of Events.”

 

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

Turkey has long been an impor-
tant ingredient of Thanksgiving 
Day in New England, and that was 
beneficial to New Hampshire farm-
ers. In 1826, the Boston Centinel 
reported: “Thanksgiving Offerings 
– Yesterday [Dec. 1] we counted 
over 160 waggons in South Mar-
ket street, all laden with poultry. 
We inquired of the owners of the 
first three, the quantity they had 
brought; it was 1500 lbs. each; and 
we think the average exceeded 800 
lbs. the waggon; independent of the 
quantity in the stalls of the Market 
house, which were well filled, and 
that at the Boylston, and other mar-
kets. The quality was also excellent, 
and many of the best loads were 
from New Hampshire. The wag-
gons in South Market street, four 
deep, occupied one half of that no-
ble avenue, and our country friends 
appeared much pleased with the ex-
cellent accommodations afforded 
them.”

Here in Amherst, I’ve discovered, 
there was a peculiar Thanksgiv-
ing tradition regarding a turkey, or 
lack of one, perpetrated by the pub-
lisher-editor-printer of the Farm-
ers’ Cabinet, the local newspaper in 
the 19th century. Shortly before this 
particular holiday, he would publish 
a certain kind of notice. 

1835: “Thanksgiving is next 
Thursday! And not a bit of a Tur-
key have we seen or heard of yet! – 
and we had to do without last year 
as well as we could – but how can 
one keep Thanksgiving without a 
turkey? For ten years previous we 
had a friend and customer who al-
ways punctually furnished us with 
a bounder of 12 or 14 pounds – and 
now to be turned off with a mere 
chicken, and no certainty of getting 
even that! Will not some of those 
who love to pay for the papers, and 
who have thankful dispositions, 
send us a bird or two, in season, that 
we may keep thanksgiving – and 
not send them all down stream to 
be manufactured into great salaried 
aristocrats or be set up as targets for 
sharp-shooters.”

1836 (Oct): “As Thanksgiving Day 
is appointed, we must begin in sea-
son to ‘talk turkey’ to our agricul-
tural friends – we hope they will 
not forget the goblins and goslins 
for the printer. Dead or alive, we 
must have some.” (I think a “goblin” 
was what we would call a “gobbler,” 
and instead of “goslin”, we now say 
“gosling.”)

1836 (Nov): “After various fervent 
and lugubrious appeals to the pub-
lic sympathy to be furnished with a 
Turkey for thanksgiving, we had to 

do without one after all. The fox-
es, or some more cunning wights, 
had monopolized and gormandized 
upon them till there was not one 
left! no, not even one for the print-
er! Well, nobody cares! sour grapes 
to the two legged and four legged 
reynards! we had plenty of roast 
chickens, plumb pudding, pies and 
scarcity! no thanks to none of ‘em, 
nobody, nor nothing.”

1837: “It will be seen by the Gov-
ernor’s Proclamation that Thanks-
giving Day is appointed to be on the 
7th of December in this State. We 
did hope that it would have been 
earlier here than in other States, 
in order that we might have a roast 
turkey this year, before they were all 
monopolized by the gormandizers 
in Massachusetts. Will not some of 
our friends keep over one fat goblin 
for us?”

1837 (same issue): In article about 
two Houses of Congress, “New 
Hampshire is waking up, and we 
expect to have a new Governor next 
year, who wont put off thanksgiving 
till the turkies are all eat up by the 
gold men and office-holders – and 
to have money plenty as dirt!”

1844: “We have had presented to 
us, this week, for a Thanksgiving 
feast, the largest pumpkin we have 
ever known. It weighs 60 lbs., and 
measures five feet in circumference. 
It was raised by Mr. W. C. Cochran 
of New Boston, to whose generosi-
ty we are indebted for it. Its super-
ficial contents would make inside 
matter for pumpkin-pies for a regi-
ment; and as we have a small one, 
are thankful for this timely provi-
sion. Printers are always provided 
with ‘pi’ enough – but who will send 
us the best Turkey?”

1845 (Oct.): “We with pleasure 
acknowledge the receipt of a hand-
some present of fruit from our old 
tried and valued friend, Abel Con-
nor, Esq., of Henniker... We have 
also had presented to us by Mr. 
Abel Colburn of Hollis, a speci-
men of the fruit he has raised this 
year. Mr. C. is also a regular paying 
customer of the Cabinet. ... Mr. A. 
Lewis of Francestown, besides pay-
ing for his paper, left us a specimen 
of his true Yankee fruit, a handsome 
pumpkin; though not of large size, 
was of ‘sweet meat,’ which having 
been made into pumpkin pie, has 
been feasted on till it is all gone! 
And Thanksgiving is coming!”

1845 (Nov.): “We found at our 
door a large pumpkin, just what we 
wanted for Thanksgiving – together 
with a first rate crookneck squash, 
and two fine citrons. For such re-
membrances we are ever thankful. 
And we shall be well prepared with 
‘fixins’ for thanksgiving, when some 

friend, old or new, shall ‘fix us out’ 
with that turkey.”

1846: “We have received from Mr. 
Warren Keyes, of Wilton, a dozen 
of beautiful apples of the pumpkin 
sweetings – and from Mr. Alex’r 
Wilkins, of Merrimack, a dozen of 
different kinds. They all come time-
ly, as our specimen fruit basket has 
became quite empty. We shall be 
pretty well prepared for Thanksgiv-
ing, when we get that fat Turkey.”

1850 (Oct.): “It was stated in a 
PART of our papers last week, that 
Thanksgiving in N.H. and Mass. is 
to be Nov. 28th, and this week in 
ALL. Those whom we thus inform 
twice will of course feel under obli-
gations to furnish us a pumpkin!”

1850 (next issue): “We have re-
ceived this week, from Mr. Mo-
ses Hills of this town, several large 
specimen pumpkins, for which we 
shall remember him in our thanks-
giving. Also a lot of large and deli-
cious Turnips... [and] Ruta Baga. ... 
A beautiful specimen of Carrots 
[and Baldwin apples] has also been 
sent us by Mr. Thomas G. Holbrook 
of Bedford.”

1850 (Nov.): “Thanksgiving is at 
hand, and we trust some kind hand 
is dealing out a little extra to ‘our’ 
Turkey. We have the pumpkins 
– and if that turkey dont come, we 
shall have to dip into some of our 
rare chickens!”

1852: “We acknowledge a bas-
ket of beautiful apples, pears and 
grapes, from the garden of Mr. Hen-
ry Treavitt, of Mont Vernon; also a 
basket of mammoth potatoes for 
Thanksgiving form Mr. Henry T. 
Dodge, of that place, real Jacksons, 
one of which weighed a pound and a 
half; and also some Baldwin apples 
to match, from Mr. Zaccheus Perry 
of Merrimack. The several donors 
will accept our thanks for their kind 
remembrances.”

1853: “Something Good for 
Thanksgiving – We are pleased to 
be able to inform our citizens that 
Mssrs. Lyman Heath of Nashua, 
and Joshua Hutchinson of Milford, 
design to give a Musical Entertain-
ment at our Town Hall, Thanksgiv-
ing evening – Now if somebody will 
send us  a Turkey we shall be fully 
rigged for a ‘good time.’ If they don’t 
it will be death to our rooster!”

1855: “We acknowledge ourselves 
indebted to Mr. Cyrus B. Gage, of 
Lyndeborough, for a very nice tur-
key, wherewith to grace our Thanks-
giving. We can assure him that it 
was gratefully received, and every 
way met our wants and wishes. May 
the donor ever have measured to 
him the liberality with which his 
hand metes to others.”
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Your story continues here...

888-717-0850

ONGOING REGISTRATION FOR THE 2010-2011 YEAR
Before and after school enrichment for your kindergartner.

“Free play is thinking time for young children”
11 Church Street,  Amherst, NH 03031  

672-3168
Non-Profit www.preschoolinthevillage.org Licensed Plus

Preschool programs for 
your 3 and 4 year olds

An extra year of learning 
for your 5 year old

Facing Divorce?
It doesn’t have to be a war.

Get information on your options:
� Collaborative Law
� Unbundled Services
� Mediation

Amherst � phone 672.0770 
www.nhdivorce.com
Wilton – phone 654-5000

www.nhdivorce.com

Creative Carpenter
Handyman Services
Professional  n  Reliable  n Honest  n  Since 1985

 Complete General Maintenance Services
Now Scheduling • Winter Interior Painting

• Custom Shelving Installation

Call Ray: 603-493-4217 or email: creativecarpenter@mindspring.com

Serving Amherst & Surrounding Communities • Fully Insured

Scouting for Food Program Supports SHARE 
Cub Scouts from Pack 613 and Boy Scouts from Troop 22 Scouts delivered door hangers to area 
homes on Saturday, November 6.  
On Saturday, November 13, scouts went back to collect generous donations of food for SHARE from 
homeowners. If you missed the food drive, and would like to help, please bring your donation directly 
to SHARE in Milford, or the local food pantry of your choice.

Annual Food Collection Program


