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Town Budget Season
Ways and Means Committee Chair, Jack 
Kunkel reviews important needs of the 
town this year.

The AmhersT Tree LighTing FesTivAL – sundAy, december 12 – FuLL scheduLe oF evenTs – see PAge 10

Santa’s Mail Box
Mailing letters to Santa at the North 
Pole is now easier with a mail box at 
Moulton’s Market.

Celebrations    page 9

B R I E F S

Historical Society December 
Meeting

The Historical Society of Amherst recently had 
the “Propriety Records of Souhegan West”—Am-
herst’s earliest official records dating from 1729 
to 1771—conserved at the Northeast Docu-
ment Conservation Center (NEDCC) in Andover, 
Massachusetts.  The record book, which was 
hand-written in iron gall ink and bound in parch-
ment (animal skin), had been on display in the 
Society’s Chapel Museum for 50 years and was 
in need of attention.  

Mary Patrick Bogan, Senior Book 
Conservator at NEDCC, performed the 
conservation treatment on these histor-
ically-valuable records.  Using the “Pro-
priety Records” as an example, Bogan 
will explain how book and paper con-
servators approach the delicate task of 
stabilizing and conserving historic and 
artistic artifacts.  This fascinating pro-
gram is being presented by the His-
torical Society of Amherst on Monday 
December 13th at the Congregation-
al Church of Amherst at 7:30pm.  The 
event is free and open to the public and 
refreshments will be served afterwards.

 SANTA IS COMING TO TOWN
 MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  The Amherst Area 

Newcomers’ Club is gearing up to host Santa 
Claus at a special breakfast on Saturday Decem-
ber 11th from 9 AM until 11 AM.  Santa will be 
having breakfast at the Amherst Congregational 
Church and all children, parents, grandparents, 
friends and neighbors are invited to join in the 
fun!  Tickets are $6 each and are ONLY sold 
in advance.  Admission includes a continental 
breakfast, games, crafts and a photo of your 
child with Santa.

This event sells out every year so get 
your tickets early.  Tickets can be re-
served by calling Jessica Steele at 672-
2252 and sending a check, payable to 
Amherst Area Newcomers, to Jessica at 
3 Upper Flanders, Amherst NH 03031.

Audition Announcement:  PTA 
59th Annual Play Production, 
The Music Man.  

Come all interested actors and actresses, or 
first timers to The Music Man auditions Tuesday, 
January 4th from 6 - 8pm, and Wednesday, Janu-
ary 5th from 6 - 8pm, with possible call backs on 
Thursday, January 6th.  Auditions will be in the 
Multi-purpose and Music rooms at Clark School, 
14 Foundry Street, Amherst.  Come prepared to 
learn a few dance steps and with sheet music 
to sing a song.  Please bring a song in the style 
of a broadway show, wear comfortable shoes 
and bring a water bottle.  4th graders and older 
please, unless parents are also auditioning,then 
as young as 1st grade will be considered.  There 
is a desire for family groups because of the na-
ture of this show.  Character descriptions and 
vocal ranges can be found on the PTA website 
http://www.amherstpta.org/play.  Casting will be 
posted by noon Saturday, January 8th.  Manda-
tory informational meeting and first rehearsal/
script read through for all cast members and 
parents on Sunday, January 9th 1pm at Clark 
School.  Any questions please call Jackie O’Dowd 
at 582-5211. Directors:Dave Ostrowski and Kevin 
Linkroum.

Light the Wick
Ski Movie “Light the Wick” presented by 

Souhegan High School Alpine Ski Team on Friday 
December 10th,  7pm & 9 pm. 

Tickets $5 in advance, $7 at the door
Available online at www.TetonGravity.com, Ken 

Jones Ski Mart, Sport Loft.
Details on page 7.
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Historic Amherst
Christmastime in Amherst is now 
chronicled in a series of slideshows 
online at: www.amherstcitizen.com.

Town News    page 4

SHS elves Madison Thompson and Marajka Knight, from 
the Girl Scouts helped Santa welcome all the children at 
the AFD.  Santa moves this year to the Community Room, 
at the Congregational Church on the Village Green.  BYOC!  
Bring Your Own Camera!  The Nellie W. Perkins Doll and 
Miniature Society is sponsoring Santa’s visit this year, 
and will share the Room with TEAM EARLEY who is hosting 
the annual Warm-Up. Enter through the side door.  

New Reviewing Stand Planned 
for July 4, 2011

“Be Brave, Be 
Bold, A Teacher 
Must Be Told”

AMHERST – On Monday, November 22 Shin-
ing Star Assemblies were held at Clark/Wilkins 
Elementary Schools.  Both assemblies included 
a skit performed by staff members based on the 
children’s book, Howard B

Wigglebottom Learns About Bullies by How-
ard Binkow. The skits reinforced the Clark/
Wilkins “Big Three - Be Safe, Be Respectful and 
Be Responsible”. Fourth grade students took a 
leadership role by sharing their thoughts about 
how they could make a positive difference if they 
saw someone being bullied. The fourth graders 
also made decorations for the festivities.

The Shining Star Program recognizes students 
who are demonstrating over and above positive 
behaviors and is a way to reinforce acts of kind-
ness, generosity, helpfulness and other charac-
ter traits. Students who demonstrate exemplary 
behavior are given a star sticker. Whole classes 
can also be recognized by receiving a certificate 
of honor. Individuals who receive a Shining Star 
become eligible for a monthly raffle where they 
can win a Shining Star t-shirt and recognition on 
the Shining Star bulletin board. The Shining Star 
Program has helped to promote a positive school 
climate and encouraged students to take pride in 
themselves and their school community.

The assembly ended with a big surprise in the 
form of a guest.  While the fourth graders were 
on stage holding small U.S. flags, U.S. Navy Chief 
Michael Baum, who had just returned from 10 
months in Afganistan, joined his 4th grade 
daughter Taylor and the other students for a very 
special moment for all those attending.   

Bob Mead Named Chief of 
Staff by Speaker O’Brien

Todd Brunel presents “Benny and 
Beyond with Todd and Joe” at Amherst 
Town Library, January 9th, 4-5 p.m.

Benny and Beyond With Todd and Joe

Amherst Recreation Master Plan Unveiled

Annual Amherst Tree 
Lighting Festival,  
Sunday, December 12

AMHERST – On Thurs-
day, November 18th, the 
Amherst Recreation Com-
mission proudly delivered 
the Amherst Recreation 
Master Plan to the Amherst 
Board of Selectmen. The 
session was also attended 
by Gale Associates, Inc; the 
Amherst Ways and Means 
Committee; and about 30-
35 Amherst residents. Gale 
Associates, Inc. is the firm 
that the Amherst Recre-
ation Commission engaged 
to develop the Amherst 
Recreation Master Plan. The 
Master Plan was presented 
by Bill Seymour, Director of 
the Civil Engineering Divi-
sion at Gale Associates, Inc. 

The goals and objectives 
of the Recreation Master 
Plan were to evaluate Am-
herst Recreation programs 
and facilities; assess percep-
tion of constituencies; de-
termine demands; identify 

short / long term programs 
enhancements; assess un-
der developed parcels; and 
explore cost estimates.  

The needs assessment 
included both survey and 
sensing sessions, with near-
ly 1,000 participants. The 
survey included questions 
related to recreational op-
portunities; participation 
levels; town facility use; un-
met recreational needs; age 
specific activities; sources 
of information; and priori-
ties. 

The survey responses 
highlighted the most com-
pelling perceived needs as 
additional athletic fields; 
enhanced trail network; ex-
panded gymnasium space; 
specialized indoor space; 
Baboosic Lake waterfront 
improvements; and pro-
grams targeting teens and 
young adults.

The town of Amherst has 
in its inventory 25 fields on 
17 parcels. Most field use oc-
curs in April, May, and Sep-
tember through October, 
with approximately 5,655 
events scheduled per year. 
The population of 17 fields 
had an average use of 328 
uses per field. It was noted 
that the usage for the Mid-
dle School and High School 
also include gym classes 
and intramurals. The loss of 
Cemetery Fields would shift 
nearly 700 events to the re-
maining 14 fields, which 
are already overused. Gale’s 
Planning Program Analy-
sis proposes first adding 4 
multipurpose rectangular 
fields; 1 adult baseball dia-
mond; and 2 Little League 
baseball diamonds. In the 
future, they recommend 
adding 2 additional multi-
purpose rectangular fields, 
one adult baseball field, and 

ten athletic fields. 
Although the Town of 

Amherst has an extensive 
trail system, survey respons-
es indicated that Amherst 
residents are unaware of the 
trails; want trails closer to 
their homes; or would like 
trails dedicated to activities 
other than hiking (such as 
biking). 

Because of its proximity to 
the Peabody Mill Environ-
mental Center, the Joe Eng-
lish Reservation was briefly 
discussed. The Joe English 
Reservation, operated by 
the Amherst Conservation 
Commission, contains ten 
miles of passive recreation 
trails, with hiking, hunt-
ing, snowshoeing, and cross 
country skiing. Recommen-
dations included increasing 
limited parking; improved 
trailhead visibility; minor 

AMHERST – The Amherst Lions 
Club, long known for finding solutions 
to numerous community concerns, 
have once again developed a plan to 
present a new reviewing stand to the 
Town in time for the Annual 4th of July 
festivities in 2011.

While numerous substantial dona-
tions have already been committed to 
this cause, there is still a need for a few 
thousand dollars of additional funding 
to procure the strong, attractive alumi-
num units that when erected will form 
a 32” high, 24’O x 16’0 platform which 
can also be used in different locations 
on the common as desired for other 
functions.

Any group or individual donating 
$1,000 or more will be properly recog-
nized in perpetuity.

AMHERST – Plan on starting the New Year 
off with some fabulous jazz on Sunday, January 
9th from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. as the Amherst Town 
Library begins the sixth year of its very popu-
lar Sundays at 4 Music Series. The January 9th 
concert is entitled, “Benny and Beyond” and 
features clarinetist Todd Brunel and pianist Joe 
Reid performing some of the most memorable 
swing hits made famous by the late great clari-
netist, Benny Goodman.  This program will also 
include excerpts from classical works that Benny 
premiered and championed.   

Todd Brunel is a clarinetist and saxophone 
player who performs extensively as a cross-over 
classical and jazz musician.  As the Boston Globe 
writes, Todd Brunel plays with “tremendous vir-
tuosity and heart.”  His numerous guest appear-
ances include: Carnegie Hall, Harvard University, 
the Academy of Music, Art, and Dance (Bulgar-
ia), the Manhattan School, CBGB’s Gallery, the 
SEAMUS Festival, and the Montreal Jazz Festi-
val.  His busy freelance schedule includes per-
formances with the Opera Ebony of Harlem, the 
Lexington Symphony and many New York and 
Boston area orchestras.  He currently plays prin-

CONCORD, NH – Wil-
liam O’ Brien, Speaker of the 
New Hampshire House of 
Representatives, announced 
recently that Representative 
Bob Mead (R- Mont Ver-
non) has agreed to join the 
Speaker’s team as Chief of 
Staff. “Bob has honorably 
served as the Hillsborough 
District 4 State Representa-
tive for two terms. He will 
be resigning as a state rep-
resentative in order to ac-
cept this new position,” said 

Speaker O’Brien.
With over 30 years of 

business operations expe-
rience in both startups and 
multimillion-dollar world-
wide companies, Mead 
brings a strong background 
in management that will 
prove invaluable to the leg-
islative business operations. 
He will be a key element in 
addressing the budget defi-
cit and return spending to 
levels that New Hampshire 
can afford.

Complete Tree Lighting 
Schedule: Page 10

Continued on page 5  u

Continued on page 4  u

Bob Schaumann standing on chairs at 
the reviewing stand, July 4, 2010.

Chief Michael Baum, U.S. Navy with his wife Barbara and 
4th grade daughter, Taylor.  Chief Baum has just returned 
from a ten month deployment in Afghanistan.

Cheers for Chief Baum from all the Clark-Wilkins School 
students.


