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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.
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To the editor:
It was this time last year that we wrote to thank our family, friends, 

church and community for the support they had shown us when our son 
was diagnosed with Aplastic Anemia in June of 09 and spent 5 months pre-
paring for a bone marrow transplant. We are ecstatic to say that Drew will 
reach his 1 year milestone on November 18th. His road to recovery has been 
long and tough, but we are very hopeful now that he will soon start enjoy-
ing the good health he had prior to his illness, all thanks to the kindness of 
a stranger half a world away. We are still in the process of defining our new 
“normal” and it will likely take us some time. We remain in awe at the sup-
port we have received throughout the past 18 months. With your prayers, 
well wishes and generosity, we have been able to focus on taking care of 
Drew. We sincerely wish there was an adequate way to express our gratitude 
to everyone and it would be a formidable task to try and list everyone who 
has touched our lives in the last year. We hope that the lessons of kindness 
and generosity that we have witnessed will stay with us forever.

Due to Drew’s illness and subsequent bone marrow transplant, we have 
been very isolated the last 18 months and although we will still celebrate 
Thanksgiving with restrictions, we look forward to hopefully spending 
Christmas and New Years celebrating with those we love and have missed 
so much. Although Drew was the only one diagnosed with an illness, it has 
affected our entire family. There is still much healing to do. It’s easy to say 
that a life altering event such as this changes your perspective on life. That 
much is true. It’s keeping that perspective that takes more effort. Taking 
the time to recognize what is truly important and continually evaluating 
our priorities is the real challenge. Realizing that time wasted can never be 
replaced. It will be too easy to fall back into getting annoyed at life’s dai-
ly inconveniences and lose that perspective. We will try to remember the 
strength and courage in the eyes of an 11 year old boy who experienced far 
more pain than his young age should have allowed. A young boy, who de-
spite his fear and pain, found reasons to smile everyday.

 We have just started to allow ourselves to imagine life with routines that 
don’t involve anxiety, medications and trips to Boston. We cannot predict 
the future. Just as we didn’t know this illness would affect our family, we 
don’t know what the future will hold. What we do know is that we can be 
happy again. Take the opportunities to be happy. You never want to look 
back and regret missed opportunities and wasted time. Life is too precious 
and you can never make up for lost time. We had so much to be thankful for 
this time last year. This year, we are most thankful to be able to share our 
news with you.

Thank you always, Happy Holidays and 
God Bless,
Team D’Auteuil
Peter, Jennifer, Kevin, Ryan and Drew

Scouting for Food - Thank you!
To the editor:

Thank you to the community for the generous donations and to all the 
scouts, volunteers and parents who worked hard to collect food this year!  
We had such great weather for the collection day!

A special thank you to the many volunteers from the Amherst Fire De-
partment, coordinated by Erik Swenson, for donating their time and per-
sonal trucks to load and deliver the food to Milford!  It was a great team 
effort.  Thank you also to the community volunteers from Souhegan High 
School, Tyler Swenson and Justin Hall.

The local food kitchens still need your help - if you missed the Scouting 
for Food day - don’t wait - please donate today!

Thank you,
Ann Hartman
BSA Pack 613 and Troop 22

Halloween History
To the editor:

In reading the recent Halloween Letters to the Editor, we were  taken 
back to 1972 when we moved to Amherst.  Halloween was a “neighborhood 
holiday”...but unlike Lexington, MA from where we had come, it was a long 
hike from house to house.  (The homes in Lexington were close together, 
and on a cold night we could visit many neighbors.) In Amherst it was a 
long trek in between houses....took a good while with little kids to get to 
just  2 or 3 homes.  Many Amherst homes are on hilly 2 + acre lots, so while 
the exercise  was good, we usually only went to a few homes when our kids 
were young; very few came to our home as well. We also recall that Pump-
kin-Smashing was a problem.

Enter the Lions Club.  For many years they had a great party at Wilkins 
School...so we’d do a few homes in our neighborhood with our girls, be-
tween 6-8 p.m., as per APD rules, and then head on down to Wilkins where 
the Lions had games and prizes from 8-9:30. 

It was common knowledge that the big attraction for older kids, and all 
village kids,  was the Burns family home, a  former bank,  in the village. 
Helen Burns was given the Citizen of the Year award in 2001,  for opening 
her home annually and inviting each child into the old bank vault to obtain 
their candy treat.

Word traveled ....doing the village meant coming of age, and going to the 
Burns’.   Soon our elder daughter was in 5th grade at Middle School...She 
was 10, and that was the age at which folks began to let their kids trick or 
treat in the village in groups. The village homes were closer together and 
one could fill a big bagful of candy within a much shorter time!  The town 
was growing; Helen Burns and her family took the next step and began 
decorating their home; village residents followed, and began to decorate 
theirs.  The Boy Scouts, AFD and EMS joined in. APD was on hand for 
safety.  The 2 village churches joined in opening their doors and giving out 
candy.   (Awhile back, for a year or two, some villagers got together and cre-
ated an attraction: The Haunted Woods on the common. )

Halloween in the Village, is an event that has no formal planning and no 
town planners are involved.  There is no chairman or budget.  It has just 
evolved and happens.... because those who wish to participate,  turn on 
their lights and give out candy. Candy is collected at the Library and Moult-
on’s to be split amongst those who participate,  so that villagers don’t have 
the total financial burden of buying candy for 800+ kids.  Those villagers 
who don’t wish to participate,  simply turn off their lights, and often head 
out for dinner and a movie.  In the past decade, many participants have had 
fun lavishly decorating their homes. I have heard that people come from 
outerlying Amherst neighborhoods, and some even from out of town, just 
to see the decorations that the villagers put up. Orange candle lights in the 
windows, video-movies beamed onto garage door “screens”, cob-webbing 
in the trees, ghosts abounding, eerie music, and pumpkins set out with 
welcoming smiles are some of the sights to see. It is truly a labor of love and  
families come in droves to see all the decor....and get candy too.   Interest-
ingly, the Pumpkin-Smashing problem seems to have disappeared!

We miss kids coming to our door...but our neighborhood doesn’t deco-
rate and the houses are far apart, and so no one comes calling....so when in 
town, we go down to the village, donate candy, and help our church with 
some Halloween fun!
 

Peter and Ann Bergin
Amherst

Limited Edition – Amherst 250th 
Commemorative Wine Glasses
When they are gone….they are gone

 To the editor:
This has been a great year for the town of Amherst with its celebration of 

incorporating 250 years ago! The local DAR chapter, Captain Josiah Crosby, 
was delighted to be part of the recognition by offering the commemorative 
250th wine and old fashion glasses! It has been truly an honor to be apart of 
celebrating the history of the town. The success of these glasses was largely 
due impart to the various local establishments that stocked them in their 
stores. I would like to thank them publicly- Casual Cat, Just Naturals & Co., 
Moulton’s Market, P.J.MacWilliam’s Bon Bon and The Black Forest Café 
and Restaurant. The success of these beautiful keepsake glasses is a direct 
result of your participation. Thank you!

Moulton’s and Casual Cat have available the last of the wine glasses for 
sale ($15 each). The quantity is very limited and when they are gone….they 
are gone forever. Thinking of purchasing them as a holiday gift? Hurry be-
fore they are sold out!

Thank you to everyone for the purchase of the glasses and for helping to 
perpetuate the history of our town!

 Sincerely and with holiday wishes,
 Sandi DeCicco, Amherst
Capt. Josiah Crosby Chapter, DAR

 

 We Must All Tighten Our Belts 
To the editor:

This past Wednesday the New Hampshire House of Representatives and 
Senate elected new leaders for each body. Representative William O’Brien 
of Mont Vernon has been elected to be Speaker of the House and Peter 
Bragdon, of Milford, has been elected to be President of the Senate.

 Both men have a full understanding of the fiscal problems facing the 
state. They know we will be entering the next budget with a $600 million 
deficit. This amount is comparable to approximately 15% of our state bud-
get. State programs and spending must be brought into line if we are to re-
cover from the recession, secure jobs and a high quality of life for our citi-
zens. Both leaders of our legislature understand this and they are willing to 
share the budget reductions; both have reduced their budgets accordingly. 
Now, department heads must do the same, cutting budgets in a way that 
minimized disruption to citizens. It can be accomplished. Governor Lynch 
requested departments to reduce their budgets by 5%. They presented their 
budgets to the legislature last week. How did they respond to the request? 
As an average they proposed a 15% increase. Sometimes government does 
not get the message.

I have experienced the outcry from department heads and citizens say-
ing: “Yes we must cut, but not me. I don’t want to be inconvenienced.”

We must all tighten our belt if we want New Hampshire to prosper, and 
Speaker O’Brien and President Bragdon will work to minimize the burden 
and hasten the recovery.

 
Robert H. Rowe, Representative
Amherst and Milford

 

Cheerleaders Thank Sponsors
To the editor:

The Souhegan High School Sabers Cheerleaders want to send out a great 
big THANK YOU to all of the people who were kind enough to purchase 
raffle tickets, and congratulations to all the lucky winners.   They would 
also like to extend another big thank you to all of their fall sponsors who 
included:

 

Fire Belly Organics Lawn Care –
The Dance Company – Dance Lessons
PR Designs – Interior Design Consultation –
Mack Hill Riding Academy – Riding Lessons –
HK Photography - $100 off a sitting fee –
Amherst Yoga – 4 weeks of unlimited yoga  -
Amherst Jazzercise – Gift bag and 1 month of free jazzercise –
Hair Force Salon gift basket –
Hair Force Salon – Hair Cut & Style
Salon Aquavit – Style Salon Facial and Eyebrow Wax –
Anjoli Style Salon & Spa – Manicure –
Jennings Family Farm – Organic dairy products –
Panera Bread gift basket –
Blockbuster Gift Basket –
Applebees Gift Card –
Starbucks Gift Card –
Stop N Shop Gift Card –
Nordstroms Gift Card –
Challahluyah Bakery – loaf of bread –

 

The SHS cheerleaders would again like to thank all of their sponsors for 
making their fall season a success as well as all of the raffle participants.
Congratulations to the winners!

Amanda J. Labrecque
Head Coach
Souhegan High School Varsity Cheer
 

Fire Fighters Scott Blair, Eric Miron, Gerry Beland, and Erik Swenson with 
Souhegan High School students Tyler Swenson and Justin Hall.  Missing 
from photo: Fire Fighter Dan Barton.

Giving Thanks and Moving   
Forward 

Jennifer, Peter, Kevin, Ryan and Drew D’Auteuil

Christmas Wreaths for Veterans
To the editor:

Many thanks to all the volunteers that came out Nov. 27th to place a 
wreaths on all the veterans graves in our five cemeteries.

They placed over 500 wreaths, without their support and Walmart’s 
donating the wreaths this project would not happen.

This is the project’s second year and looking forward to next year.
 

Thank you
Marie Grella
Amherst
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