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“Midnight Madness” Kicks-off Souhegan Hockey Season

The Souhegan hockey team opened up this 
year’s campaign with their annual version of 
“Midnight Madness” – a 5:00 AM practice at 
Conway Arena in Nashua.  Coach Viola wel-
comed 15 players to this traditional early morn-
ing practice on November 22 to start the new 
season.

Coach Viola and the rest of the coaching staff 
are excited to begin working with the team, 
“This year, we have a young squad.  We lost se-
nior leadership and some scoring firepower off 
of last year’s team.  I am looking forward to hav-
ing this group step up and fill the void.”

Eric Hayden, 2010 DIII all-state goalie, is the 
lone returning senior.  Also, returning are ju-
niors Conor Casey, Dan Conroy, and Joe Stacey 
along with sophomores Brendan Dix, Ben Eh-
rlich and Ryan Peterson.  Coach Viola likes the 
talent of these experienced lettermen, “The re-
turning players give us a strong defensive core, 
and they have gained valuable experience play-

ing on very successful teams over the last two 
years.”

The veterans are joined by newcomer Tomas 
Chvalny and seven promising freshmen (Mi-
chael Belanger, Riley Conner, Mike Hayden, 
Cullen Johnson, Patrick Maguire, Alex Mendo-
la, and Vincent Silvestri).  Coach Viola said, “It is 
great to have a large group of freshman join the 
program.  They will be the backbone of our team 
for several years.  This year we will focus on im-
proving their hockey skills and preparing them 
to contribute at the varsity level.”

The Sabers start the year with scrimmag-
es against and Merrimack on the 11th at 3:30.  
The regular season begins on December 15th 
at 8:20PM against Portsmouth High School at 
Conway Arena.  For additional information re-
garding SHS hockey and other New Hampshire 
high school sports visit www.NHIAA.org.  The 
Saber hockey schedule can be found at www.
highschoolsports.net.

Souhegan Saber Roster (2010 – 2011)
Player Name Grade Position
Michael Belanger 9 Forward
Conor Casey 11 Defense
Tomas Chvalny 11 Defense
Riley Connor 9 Forward
Dan Conroy 11 Defense
Brendan Dix 10 Forward
Ben Ehrlich 10 Defense
Eric Hayden 12 Goalie
Mike Hayden 9 Forward
Cullen Johnson 9 Forward
Patrick Maguire 9 Forward
Alex Mendola 9 Forward
Ryan Peterson 10 Goalie
Vincent Silvestri 9 Forward
Joe Stacey 11 Forward
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The Derryfield School’s Spencer David, senior striker (white 13).

Derryfield School’s Boys 
Soccer Are State Finalists

BY KATRINA HOLMAN
 
MANCHESTER – The Derryfield 

School’s boys varsity soccer team 
had a very good season this year: 
they were seeded second in Division 
4 and played in the final for the third 
year in a row.

Senior striker Spencer David of 
Amherst garnered the team’s Gold-
en Boot award as top scorer, in 
spite of a nagging shin injury that 
caused him to sit out several games 
mid-season. In the semifinal at Ha-
nover against third-seeded Lisbon, 
a team from the North conference 
and therefore one Derryfield doesn’t 
play in the regular season, Spencer 
scored the final goal for a 3-0 vic-
tory, the Cougars’ third shut-out of 
the playoffs.

“The semifinal was the best game 
we played all year. We executed ev-
erything in the game plan, everyone 
hustled their most yet played calm 
and under control,” said Spencer. 
“This team was the closest of my 
four years. We had fun all season, 
except for the disappointing final.”

At the State championship on 
Nov. 6 at SNHU in Manchester, de-
fending champion Derryfield played 
fourth-seeded Wilton-Lyndebor-
ough High School, who hadn’t won 
the title since 1962 as Wilton H.S 
and had been defeated by Derryfield 
in the 2002 final. From the outcome 
of their prior meeting on Derry-
field’s home turf a month earlier, it 

was clear that this would be a tough 
match: that game ended in a tie after 
double-overtime. Alas, in the final 
game the Cougars came out playing 
flat and rushed whereas W-L looked 
calm and collected with controlled 
passing. In the third minute, W-L 
scored off a poorly-cleared corner 
kick. The Derryfield defense – de-
fenders including senior Jack Dowst 
of Weare plus senior goalkeeper 
Alex Zorn of Concord – held off 
any further goals. In the second half 
Derryfield was back to their typical 
possession game and arguably out-
played W-L, yet could not get past 
W-L’s strong defense. There were 
some close-calls and Spencer had 
the last opportunity with 30 seconds 
left in the match: From a free kick 
near the top of the penalty box, his 
beautiful ground ball sliced through 
a wall of defenders – but W-L’s se-
nior goalie K. Bujak made a fingertip 
save to secure the win for his team. 
Sadly, one of Derryfield’s starters 
suffered a broken jaw with 12 min-
utes left on the clock. We wish him 
a full recovery!

Spencer David, midfielder Bryan 
Rivard of Manchester, and defender 
Nate Milne of Manchester, all se-
niors, were named to All-State First 
Team of Division 4; and senior mid-
fielder Anuj Vadalia of Manches-
ter and Alex Zorn got Honorable 
Mention. Jack Dowst received the 
Coach’s award.

SportsFolio
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Tim Beliveau at the ready in the annual Thanksgiving game. Matt Schagrin makes a run for the goal line avoding Merrimack tacklers.

Sabers Drop Thanksgiving Game 54-15

Date Away Home
12/15/10 Portsmouth Souhegan
12/18/10 Alvirne Souhegan
12/22/10 Souhegan Kennett
1/8/11 Pelham-Windham Souhegan
1/12/11 Hollis/Brookline Souhegan
1/15/11 Souhegan Somersworth
1/22/11 Manchester West Souhegan
1/26/11 Souhegan Alvirne
1/29/11 Souhegan Con-Val Regional
2/2/11 Pembroke-Campbell Souhegan
2/5/11 Souhegan Moultonborough-InterLakes
2/9/11 Kennett Souhegan
2/12/11 Monadnock-Hinsdale Souhegan
2/13/11 Souhegan Hollis/Brookline
2/16/11 Kearsarge Regional Souhegan
2/19/11 Souhegan Belmont-Gilford
2/23/11 Laconia-Winnisquam Souhegan
2/25/11 Souhegan John Stark Regional

Souhegan High School

Boys Hockey 2010-2011 Schedule

The SHS hockey team began their season with a 5:00 a.m. practice at Conway Arena in Nashua.  Veteran goalie Eric Hayden is the lone returning senior.


