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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
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		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
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any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
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Thank You to Parents, Staff, and 
Music Students at AMS!
To the editor:

During the month of December, band and chorus students at Amherst 
Middle School were hard at work preparing and presenting their winter 
concerts. Within the span of two weeks, 369 middle school students in 
seven different ensembles presented four evening concerts, singing and 
playing 28 different musical selections. The new year will also see the first 
performances of both the AMS Jazz band and 98 beginning instrumental 
students in 5th grade band. 

We would like to thank our wonderful colleagues - AMS administration, 
teachers, support staff, custodians, and everyone involved in helping pres-
ent these concerts. We would like to thank our students for their hard work 
and dedication, and we would like to thank parents and community mem-
bers for attending the concerts, bringing your children to and from lessons 
and rehearsals, and most importantly for supporting your child’s involve-
ment in the performing arts.

Thank You,
Larry Ballard and Chris Brunelle
AMS Music Department

Valentines for Veterans Honors 
Our Veterans
To The editor:

January 21st will mark the third year that Brownie Troop 21695 will be 
participating in the Valentines for Veteran’s program, an opportunity to 
recognize and honor veterans with a thoughtful Valentine.  Former Secre-
tary of Veterans Affairs Jim Nicholson encourages Americans to, “realize 
the importance of a personal touch, a heart-felt thank you and small acts of 
compassion in the lives of our patients.  Each card and visitor is a message 
of caring for our hospitalized veterans.  It’s also a sign of respect for their 
contributions to our country.”

In addition to making hand made cards to mail to local veterans and 
veterans at the VA Medical Center in Manchester, we have expanded our 
project to also include active members of the military and Foreign Service.  
If you know of a veteran and/or an Amherst/Mont Vernon/Milford resi-
dent serving who would like to receive a card, our troop would love to send 
a Valentine of appreciation.  Please forward names and addresses to me via 
email: bentleymelle@yahoo.com or to my home address: 44 Horace Gree-
ley Road, Amherst no later than January 30, 2011.

 
Thank you,
 Andrea Bentley-Melle
Leader, Brownie Troop 21695

Never Fear, The Death of Common Sense Survives in Our Midst!

A Lot of Spirit and A Little Rain at the Tree Lighting

Search Committee Seeks Land for 
Recreation Fields

By Wendy Rannenberg
ChaiR, CemeteRy Fields land ReplaCement Committee

Driving by Amherst recreation fields any weekend morning we witness 
scenes that make us smile. We see excited players, hopeful parents and  
wanting coaches.  We are an active and engaged town. We want our chil-
dren to be fit and healthy. Unfortunately, today we have an excess of players 
and teams. We don’t have field space to accommodate all their needs. 

The Recreation Master Plan recognizes the need for more field space now.  
The closing of Cemetery Fields for recreation, in just a few years, makes our 
situation time critical.  The Board of Selectmen appointed  a committee to 
come up with field space options.  

The committee is looking for enough land to replace Cemetery Fields  (3 
playing fields, playground and parking), possibly spread among several par-
cels.  This is 7-10 acres depending on land configuration.  Criteria such as 
access, terrain, parking, water, and soils need to be weighed. Total costs to 
be considered include the following: land purchase, the cost of moving the 
Sarah Jeanne Roy Playground, development of playing fields, parking, land-
scaping  and maintenance. If we find a suitable property or properties, then 
the Selectmen and the voters will need to approve the purchase.

In a perfect world, benevolent landowners would donate land in exchange 
for the playing fields to be named in their honor.  That land would be easily 
converted to playing fields and offer convenient access. While we have not 
heard from benevolent landowners yet, we are hopeful.  We are aware that 
some landowners may have a strong vision or wishes about how they want 
the land used or maintained and we are willing to work with them to see 
how their desires can be brought to fruition.

For landowners potentially interested in selling land, there are a variety 
of ways we can work with them to their advantage and to keep costs to the 
town lower.  Sales that generate tax advantages may be attractive to a po-
tential  seller.

We are also interested in hearing from non-landowners who have sug-
gestions about specific parcels that might meet the town’s need.  We are 
open to considering parcels that may be suitable for playing fields but not 
for building. For example, Milford has built many fields along the Souhe-
gan River, the Amherst Country Club  has extensive portions of their 
course along the river,  and even Cemetery Fields is located in the 100  year 
flood plain.   Also, research has shown that residential properties near play-
grounds and playing fields have higher market values.  (Note hint to devel-
opers in town.)

The committee invites anyone with ideas (or suitable land) to send sug-
gestions to Wendy Rannenberg, committee chairperson wendyrannen-
berg@comcast.net).

Your Legislative Update

What’s Happening in Concord?
From time to time I, as a District 6 NH House Representatives (Milford/

Amherst), will endeavor to inform you of our efforts in the NH House. I’m 
sure others in District 6 will also provide you with updates as well.

It is now well known that the State has a debt of between 625 and 850 
MILLION dollars and that our last legislature saw fit to raise an abun-
dance of taxes and fees as well as reduce (pass on to you) additional costs 
which had been assumed by the state, items such as, reduction in rooms 
and meals contributions to the towns, huge increases in registration fees 
for your vehicles and too many more to enumerate. This was necessitated 
at least in great part by their extraordinary spending an increase of about 
12% while the average for all other states was -5%. Coupled with their over-
ly optimistic revenue projections the results were a huge deficit requiring a 
budget “balanced “ by borrowing, bonding, selling of assets and a myriad of  
short term questionable accounting maneuvers. I mention this solely as a 
reminder that this session’s candidates campaigned on and were elected to 
fix this huge problem. It will not be easy and there will be sacrifices for all. 
The alternative is to give both your children AND grandchildren a burden 
of debt before they are out of school or born.

Current concerns of District 6 voters, as well as folks in neighboring dis-
tricts who use these services, is the announced closing of the Milford Dis-
trict Court and the Dept. of Motor Vehicles in Milford. A number of Rep-
resentatives, your Senator, and local Governor’s Council member are all 
keenly aware of these issues and are seeking a solution consistent with our 
primary goal of reducing the debt of the State and presenting a balanced 
budget which will not be balanced on the backs of future generations.

Bills have been filed, solutions are being researched for their practicality 
and progress is being made. It is far too early to predict an outcome how-
ever there appear to be avenues, the combining of services providers, and 
the efficient use of currently owned State property, which will allow us to 
meet our primary goal of a balanced budget, and reducing the loss of  ser-
vices to our constituents. We shall see, however please note that your con-
cerns are being addressed, your concerns are not ignored, and solutions are 
being sought.

Rep. Peter T. Hansen
District 6, Hillsborough County
NH House of Representatives

State Has $60 Million Surplus 
To the editor:

It is sad to see the hyper partisanship of the campaign season continue 
after the election.  Given Rep. Rowe’s leadership position in House, hope-
fully this kind of negative smearing this isn’t a sign of how Speaker O’Brien 
and the Republicans plan to run state government for the next two years.

Rep. Rowe was elected to propose serious solutions to the challenges fac-
ing our State. not to spam the editorial pages.  The new session hasn’t even 
started yet and already he is launching political attacks.

The truth is that Gov. Lynch has requested that department heads sub-
mit budgets that reduce spending by 5% this year.  During all of the Gov-
ernor’s six years in office New Hampshire has had a balanced budget, and 
currently we have a 60 million dollar surplus.

Graham V. Smith, Amherst
Vice Chair, Hillsborough County  
Democrats

 
 

To the editor:
Thanks to the Amherst Citizen for your consistent coverage, publishing 

every photo and article we sent in to you!  This year, the Tree Lighting Cer-
emony was held again at the Brick School.  We are very, very grateful to the 
Superintendent Mary Athey Jennings for  this space, yet again for this year, 
as we have no Staging, but hope to have one next year!

Thanks to Maryanne Buonadonna, and Jim Miner for decorating the 
Brick School.

Thanks To Capt. Dan Barton of the AFD for our new STAR!!  Our tree 
has not had a STAR and now we have a beauty of one! Thanks to AFD Chief 
Mark Boynton and his firefighters  for decorating the tree that we shared 
with the Garden Club this year.

Huge thanks to Alison and Morgan Daniel for learning and memorizing 
The Amherst Town Song!  We have tried to have that song sung for years, 
and they did it!

Thanks to Peter Bergin, for serving 35 years as the Tree Lighting Fesitval 
EmCee, Sue Alger, Peggy Silva,  Marilyn Peterman,  Daniels Family, new 
AFD Chief Boynton his wife Cynthia and daughter Angelina, and Santa!  
Thanks to Robert Daniel for assisting Peter Bergin at the PA.  Thanks to Po-
lice Chief Lyon of APD, Santa, and 2 Girl Scout Elves, Madison Thompson 
and Taylor Bardsley.  Most special thanks to Irene Alton and Paul Levesque  
for their girl and boy scouts and their parents who actually showed up to 
sing their carols in the pouring rain! More thanks to Mark LaFlamme !

Thanks to All to entered our door decorating contest, and thanks to all 
those who provided an event:  The AFD, the Amherst Lions Club, the Con-
gregational Church-UCC Choirs, the Amherst Town Band and Souhegan 
H.S. ACapella Choir,  Mike’s Auto and the MOMS Club of Amherst, the Li-
brary, and Jr. Girl Scout Troop 22106, the First Baptist Church,   the Cree-
ley Buchanan Field / Middle Street Rink-makers, The APD, The Nellie W. 
Perkins Doll and Miniature Society, Team Earley,  Dave Tobin, and Tom 

Grella, Rich Hart, Girl Scouts Seniors,  Boy Scout Troop 22, Souhegan Con-
gregational Church, SHS School Board, and the Souhegan Valley Chorus.

Annually we read the names of those family members of Amherst resi-
dents  who serve in harm’s way at home and abroad, and cannot be with 
their families on the holiday that they celebrate.  They serve in the Military, 
in the Foreign Service, and in the Police, Fire and EMS Departments of 
Amherst. Made known to us are:

 Seaman Jarrod Brouillette, Logistics Specialist, US Navy, son of Cheryl 
and Frederick J. Brouillette serving on the USS Nimitz, San Diego, CA.

Warrant Officer Matthew J Crowley, son of John and Michele Crowley, 
Black Hawk Pilot, Hunter Army Air Base, Savannah, Georgia, 2001 Souhe-
gan High School Graduate.

Senior Airman Scott Fedas, Jr., grandson of Jack and Carol Fedas, son of 
Scott Fedas, stationed in New Mexico

Michael Cuddy, son of Susan  Ann Cuddy,  Captain, NC, USN (ret),  re-
tired from the Marine Corps as a Captain and then entered the US Dept of 
State. He is now in Pakistan and has been there since September.

Because of their service, we were able to celebrate the town’s 250th Birth-
day, and we sang   HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMHERST

 We had a Moment of Silence to remember our beloved Amherst elemen-
tary music teacher Wilmerlee Findlay, whom we lost this year. Her first 
graders shared Kwanzaa and Hanukkah songs with us every year, at the 
Tree Lighting for the last ten years.

“Peace on Earth to Women and Men of Goodwill!”  May all have a won-
derful season of holidays...from Thanksgiving to the Jan. 6 Epiphany there 
seems to be at least one holiday for all.

May 2011 bring peace on earth,
 

Ann C. Bergin, Amherst
Chair

To the editor:
Because we have a degree of “automaticity” in our thinking, this time 

of year the thinking of one of our planning board members has turned to 
what she does best, write new rules for us to live by. This time, however, she 
waited till the last minute, and against the advice of the chairman, who is 
an attorney, and the town zoning officer, she convinced her peers to allow 
a public hearing with no time for thoughtful consideration and changes, 
prior to the hearing.   Gee, what happened to time to reach out to the com-
munity, discuss this, have some people who know about animals give you 
some input, or discover that perhaps someone who really values their sa-
cred property rights we hold so dear, may be interested in this intrusion on 
them.  

Too bad, over the holidays that no one has time to properly consider the 
wording, or the ramifications to our privacy and our property rights.  But, 
why worry about the small stuff when we can pass one more legal hurdle.  
And not to worry, if you don’t meet the rules, you may come on bended 
knee to our always fair planning board, and beg their humble assistance for 
a Conditional Use Permit, as defined elsewhere in our ordinance.  So for 
all of you, who believe that your property rights are sacred, listen up!  The 
public hearing on Proposed Zoning Changes, as proposed by the Planning 
Board, will be Wednesday, 12011 at 7:30 p.m. on the second floor of the 
Town Hall.  And, if you think you know how and what should be on land 
you own, come on over, folks.  

This nice planning board woman wants an ordinance to dictate the num-
ber of animal units per acre which may be kept as an accessory use.  Animal 
Units and Farms are defined, and also will take in such uses as wine mak-
ing, for instance.  Because she raises lots of animals, she may be qualified to 
discuss them with us, but that does not give her goddess authority to dic-
tate how we use our land.

The realtors will have a field day trying to put this stuff into a purchase 
and sales contract, not to mention how many contracts will be delayed or 
how many people will end up in court because they have 12 geese instead of 
the number allowed.  It is quite bizarre, to say the least. 

But there is an upside to this madness!  This wonderful woman, who has 
our best interests at heart (no doubt), will come up with a position so cool 
that I think I may apply.  

The ad which the town will have to post to keep up with all of this idiocy 
will probably read something like this:  

Wanted:  someone who loves animals to go around town and count the 
number of horses, cows, llamas, miniature horses or cows (funny, didn’t 
know cows came in miniature sizes), donkeys or alpacas, goats, sheep or 
swine, chickens, ducks or guinea fowl (do we count the ones that just “fly in” 
and make themselves at home in our ponds?) geese or turkeys, rabbits (don’t 
have to worry about that one anymore, but there is a $1000 reward posted 
if any of you want to help the police find out who did take the lives of four 
dwarf bunnies,  just call them, please), and last, surely not least, BEEHIVES.  
That person will also inspect anything that may be considered farm use, 
commercial agriculture use, agritourism and other associated uses as ref-
erenced in the NH RSA, (however, neglects to state the specific RSA for the 
convenience of us who like to read).

Position will have full health insurance, retirement benefits, and step-in-
creases, uniform (consisting of protection from the above mentioned crea-
tures, and including full bee-keeper gear (appropriate to the current tech-
nology, of course). 

Cool job, huh? 
Linda Kaiser
Amherst


