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Town NewsEvents Calendar
MOMS Club of Amherst 2010-2011 Meeting Dates

AMHERST—The east and west sister chapters of MOMS® (Mothers Offering Moth-
ers Support) Club of Amherst recently announced their 2010-2011 business meeting 
schedules. Route 101 delineates the split into East and West chapters.

The East chapter meets 9:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. on the third Tuesday of each 
month. The West chapter meets 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on the third Wednesday 
of each month. Both groups’ meetings convene in the basement of the First Baptist 
Church of Amherst, 25 ½ Middle Street. 

E-mail: amherstmomsclub@yahoo.com. 

2010-2011 Meeting Dates:
EASt—
January 18
February 15
March 15
April 19
May 17
June 21

WESt—
January 19
February 16
March 16
April 20
May 18
June 15

Community Event
Uniquely NH Winter Market Winter market to be held at Bedford Fields Home and 

Garden Center. Join us and discover what makes our state special! Over a dozen local 
artisans will be offering a variety of gourmet foods and fine handcrafted items.

Bedford Fields, Route 101, Bedford NH, 603-472-8880
Saturdays January 8 & 22, February 5 & 19, 10am-2pm

Notice to the Citizens of Amherst, NH

FILING DATES FOR AMHERST SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES:

Wednesday, January 19, 2011 through Friday, January 28, 2011

no later than 5:00 pm

School District Officers to be elected March 8, 2011:

For three years: Two School Board Members

For three years: One School District Clerk

For three years: One School District Treasurer

For three years: One School District Moderator

If you are a candidate or seek reelection, you must file a declaration of

candidacy with the school district clerk.

Nancy Baker

Amherst School District Clerk

673-7659

Notice to the Citizens of Mont Vernon, NH
FILING DATES FOR MONT VERNON SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES:

Wednesday, January 19, 2011 through Friday, January 28, 2011

no later than 5:00 pm

School District Officers to be elected March 8, 2011:

For three years: One School Board Member

For two years: One School Board Member

For one year: School District Clerk

School District Treasurer

School District Moderator

If you are a candidate or seek reelection, you must file a declaration of candidacy

with the school district clerk.

Patrick Steenhoek

Mont Vernon School District Clerk

672-8077

Notice to the Citizens of Amherst and Mont Vernon, NH

FILING DATES FOR SOUHEGAN COOPERATIVE

SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES:

Wednesday, January 19, 2011 through Friday, January 28, 2011

no later than 5:00 pm

School District Officers to be elected March 8, 2011:

For three years: Two School Board Member (Amherst)

For two years: One School Board Member (Amherst)

For three years: One School Board Member (Mont Vernon)

If you are a candidate or seek reelection, you must file a declaration of candidacy

with the school district clerk.

Nancy Baker

Souhegan Cooperative School District Clerk

673-7659

Amherst Ways & Means – Deirdre Rogusky

How do we fund a $675,000 fire truck?  How 
do we fund the replacement of an ambulance?  
Why are there so many warrant articles?  

The answer is Capital Reserve Funds.  Here 
is what everyone should know about Capital 
Reserve Funds.
Capital Reserve Funds are defined by 
RSA 35.

RSA 35 - CAPITAL RESERVE FUNDS 
OF COUNTIES, TOWNS, DISTRICTS, 
AND WATER DEPARTMENTS found here: 
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/
iii/35/35-mrg.htm, defines all the details per-
taining to capital reserve accounts.
For what purposes can a Capital Re-
serve Fund be established?

35:1 Establishment of Reserves Authorized. 
– Any town, school district, village district, or 
county, as provided by RSA 35:3 may raise and 
appropriate money for the establishment of a 
capital reserve fund for the financing of all or 
part of the cost of: The construction, recon-
struction or acquisition of a specific capital 
improvement, or the acquisition of a specific 
item or specific items of equipment; or  the 
construction, reconstruction, or acquisition 
of a type of capital improvement or the acqui-
sition of a type of equipment; or a reapprais-
al by appraisers of the department of revenue 
administration or such other appraisers, ap-
praisal firms or corporations approved by the 
commissioner of revenue administration, of 
the real estate in such town for tax assessment 
purposes; or the acquisition of land; or the 
acquisition of a tax map of said town; or ex-
traordinary legal fees and expenses related to 
present or foreseeable litigation involving the 
town or its officers and employees; or munici-
pal and regional transportation improvement 
projects including engineering, right-of-way 
acquisition and construction costs of trans-
portation facilities, and for operating and cap-
ital costs for public transportation.
How is a Capital Reserve Fund estab-
lished?

All Capital Reserve Fund requests must be 
presented as a Warrant Article on the ballot 
with very specific verbiage regarding the pur-
pose of the fund and be approved by the vot-
ers.
Can Capital Reserve Fund monies be 
used for any other purpose?

No.  Once a Capital Reserve Fund is estab-
lished, there are legal statutes that govern the 
use of the funds which must be for the pur-
pose that was approved by the voters.
Can the purpose of a Capital Reserve 
Fund be changed?

Yes.  The requested change must be pre-
sented to the voters as a Warrant Article on 
the ballot and be approved by 2/3.
Can a Capital Reserve Fund be discon-
tinued?

Yes.   Any town, school district, village dis-
trict or county which has established a capi-
tal reserve fund may, as provided by RSA 35:3, 
vote to discontinue such capital reserve fund.   
If such fund is discontinued, the monies re-
maining in the fund are paid to the town.
What Capital Reserve Funds have been 
established in the Town of Amherst?

Highway Equipment, Highway Vehicle, Res-
cue Squad, Cemetery, Zoning Vehicle, Recre-
ation, Ambulance, Salt Barn, Fire Sprinkler, 
Fire Truck, Radio Conversion, Library Facility 
Expansion, Assessing Revaluation, Forestview 
Cemetery Design, Master Plan, Town Com-
puter System, 250th Anniversary Celebration, 
Communications, Recreation Field Acquisi-
tion, and Bridge Replacement.
How do I find out the balance in each 
of these funds?

Capital Reserve Funds are reported on in 
the annual town report which can be obtained 
at the Town Hall.
How are the Capital Reserve Funds 
funded?

Once a capital reserve account was estab-
lished via the approved process outlined above, 
the level it was approved at was put into the 
town operating budget annually.  However, in 
2008, for fiscal budget 2010, the Department 
of Revenue Administration (DRA) mandated 
that the funding of established capital reserve 
funds be changed.  They could no longer be 
automatically funded through the operating 
budget once approved.  Instead, they must be 
presented each year as a warrant article on the 
ballot.  This is one of the reasons there are so 
many warrant articles on the ballot.
Why should I vote ‘yes’ to fund Capital 
Reserve Funds?

Capital Reserve Funds are an effective tool 
to help plan for the purchase of large capital 
items while not increasing the annual oper-
ating budget significantly in one year for the 
purchase.  The Capital Improvement Plan 
committee pulled together the capital needs 
from all of the department heads about four 
years ago and used that information to build a 
spreadsheet that would provide multiple sce-
narios regarding funding options, budgeting, 
and tax impact.  This plan was dependent on 
the funding of the capital reserves.  Should the 
capital reserve funds not be funded as antici-
pated, the plan would have to change to reflect 
when the funds would be available.

Here is an example.  The Town of Amherst 
established a Capital Reserve Fund for Assess-
ing Revaluation as it is a state requirement that 
every town perform a property assessment ev-
ery five years.  The fund was established with 
the expectation that $20,000 would be put 
aside each year and the anticipated cost of 
$100,000 would be available to pay for the as-
sessment.  However, only two of the five years 
were funded.  Since Amherst is coming up to 
the fifth year and there is only $40,000 in the 
Capital Reserve Fund, $60,000 must be put in 
the operation budget to cover the cost of this 
required assessment.  Tax impact is calculated 
on $.01 per $18,600.  Had the voters approved 
the funding of this Capital Reserve each year, 
the annual tax impact would have been slight-
ly more than $.01.  Instead, because we have 
now have to make up for three years of non-
funding, the tax impact for this one item will 
be over $.03.  In looking at these numbers, the 
tax impact can be considered low in both cas-
es, however, this is not the only item for the 
2011 fiscal year and every penny counts.

The Town of Amherst has fallen behind in 
funding several of the Capital Reserve Funds 
creating more cost to the town and its resi-
dents.  Vehicles that were scheduled for re-
placement have not yet been replaced.  This 
increases the cost of maintenance and if re-
placement is absolute and the expenditure is 
bonded, the residents are paying for bond fees 
and bond payments over an extended period 
of time rather than planning ahead at mini-
mal cost.
How are Capital Reserve Funds ex-
pended?

There might be a variety of ways based on 
the type of Capital Reserve and the details 
provided when it was established.  The ma-
jority of funds can be expended with the vot-
ers’ approval which is requested as a warrant 
article on the ballot.  Hence, another warrant 
article.
Does each Capital Reserve Fund have 
to be presented on its own warrant ar-
ticle?

No.  All Capital Reserve Funds could be pre-
sented on a single warrant article or they can 
be grouped.  The concern with using a single 
warrant article or grouping them is that the 
voters will not have the opportunity to vote on 
each Capital Reserve Fund and all funds will 
be subject to one vote.

To summarize, Capital Reserve Funds are 
important in allowing the town to acquire 
needed items on schedule without large lump 
sum purchases in single year or having to pay 
bond fees and interest.  Capital Reserve Funds 
are a fiscally responsible method for both the 
town and its residents.  

Hand-Made Quilt Donated to Amherst 
By Carolyn Quinn

On November 29th long-time 
Amherst resident, Milly Cunning-
ham, met with the Board of Select-
men at their regular Monday night 
meeting.  Milly was there for a very 
special purpose for she carried with 
her a beautiful hand-made quilt to 
be given to the Town of Amherst.

 Millie’s gift was given for very 
important reasons. For a number of 
years she had been thinking of mak-
ing a special quilt in memory of her 
daughter, Beth, who passed away 
when she was quite young.  In ad-
dition, she had also been hoping to 
somehow express her thanks to the 

Town of Amherst for giving Beth’s 
young daughters such a wonderful 
town in which to grow. When she 
learned that plans were being made 
for Amherst’s 250th Anniversa-
ry, she realized that she had finally 
found a way to thank the Town and 
its people – she chose a lovely fabric 
and began to make a quilt. 

Milly was raised in Dunstable, 
Massachusetts and was one of eight 
children.  She learned to sew as a 
youngster but did not find her pas-
sion for quilting until she was forty 
years old. She began quite simply by 
taking a class and within four years 
she had not only mastered the art 
of quilting but had opened her own 

shop - The School House Gallery - 
in Dunstable, Massachusetts where 
she sold quilts, and quilting supplies 
and also taught quilting classes for 
twenty-five years.

Over the years Milly has acquired 
a number of honors and among 
them was her role as Chairman of 
the Acquisition Curatorial Com-
mittee at the New England Muse-
um in Lowell, Massachusetts. 

In the next few weeks Milly’s 
beautiful quilt will be hung in Am-
herst’s Town Hall where the Com-
mon will come to life in a design 
created several years ago through 
the efforts of the Amherst Villagers 
and a group of generous Amherst 

artists. 
Milly, now in her 80th year, re-

cently moved to Massachusetts to 
live with her son but, she returns to 
Amherst often to serve in her ca-
pacity as president of the Souhegan 
Valley Quilters’ Guild and to con-
tinue in her role as an active mem-
ber of the Amherst Villagers.

Amherst’s 250th Celebration 
Committee joins me in sending our 
deepest thanks to Milly for her tire-
less effort in creating such a beau-
tiful quilt for all Amherst residents 
to enjoy.

Amherst Garden Club

Keeping Up With the Birds
 The Amherst Garden Club will 

feature Marie Nickerson of Mil-
ford speaking on Keeping up With 
the Birds at the Thursday,  January 
6 meeting to be held at the Amherst 
Congregational Church.  Ms. Nick-
erson will discuss what you can do 
in your yard to ensure nesting plac-
es and food sources for the birds, 
how to prepare for the return of mi-
grating garden birds, and how to 
maintain bird feeding schedules for 

optimal bird health.  Did you ever 
wonder why the woodpecker is rat-
tling your mailbox or who is nest-
ing or mating before spring?  Marie 
Nickerson will answer these ques-
tions as well as any others that the 
audience might have.

Garden club meetings are open to 
the public.  Meetings begin at 9:00 
a.m. with coffee and refreshments 
and a short business meeting.  The 
program follows at 10:30 a.m.

Amherst Ways & Means

A Capital Reserve Fund FAQ 

Family Vision Care
Dr. Philip S. Aubrey and ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Philip S. Aubrey • Dr. Sharon G. Perkins

81 Mont Vernon Street – Milford

673-1330
Evening and Weekend Hours Available

Member 
American Optometric Association

TM

HOLLIS VETERINARY HOSPITAL &
ON THE GO VETERINARY SERVICES

JAMES A. BELANGER, DVM

WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!!

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

465-7071

LOWELL USED AUTO PARTS
LICENESED AUTO RECYCLER

will pay $185 for junk cars
& trucks + $25 Credit Slip for

Parts, FREE towing, 603-435-9385
For used parts, call 1-800-952-9775

Amherst 250th Celebration

Amherst Board of Selectmen Chairman, George Infanti along with Milly  
Cunningham and the quilt she made and donated to the Town of Amherst.


