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Coming up—

Great Stone Face Reviewer’s 
Club 

Come and join Miss Sarah in read-
ing and reviewing books that are under 
consideration for next year’s statewide 
reading list, the Great Stone Face Award 
List. Your reviews will help shape the list for 
middle school readers around the state!  We’ll be 
reading the newest books, giving our opinions about 
what we’ve read, and snacking while we talk---what 
could be more fun?  The club meets the first Wednes-
day of every month.  Grades 5 and 6.   For details and 
registration, please call Miss Sarah at 673-2288. 
Junior Book Club

On the second Wednesday of each month, parents 
and kids gather for our Junior Book Club.  In prepara-

tion for our next meeting, we are 
reading a wonderful book by Betty 
Birney, The Seven Wonders of Sas-
safras Springs.  Like the main char-
acter in this book, we’ll all be look-

ing for the hidden wonders of our 
own community.  Then, club mem-

bers will forward me photos of their 
discoveries, and we’ll all enjoy a slide 

show at our next meeting---I’m really 
looking forward to getting to know my new 

community of Amherst through the eyes of club 
members! Grades  2-4.  For more details, and registra-
tion, please call Miss Sarah at 673-2288.
Storytimes

We will be on  “storytime break” until programs re-
sume the week of January 11th.  For times and more de-
tails, call 673-2288 or go to www.amherst.lib.nh.us .

It’s About Conservation

The Right Hand 
Face of Janus

By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

What did I come here for?  I’m not going to even 
guess how many times a day I ask myself that ques-
tion and I’m certainly not going to spread it around.  
Statements come regularly from banks and credit 
card companies to let us know where we were in 
the past month.  What tells us where we should be 
next month?

Non-profit organizations like land trusts and 
conservation commissions have their share of 
statements as well.  (Yes, these organizations are 
non-profit in the material sense.)  The most impor-
tant statements the Amherst CC and the Amherst 
LT have, as I see it, are their mission statements, 
reminding us why we are here.

In most for-profit organizations the mission 
statement evolves from the board of directors.  
That was true also for the Amherst Land Trust 
when it was created and became a New Hampshire 
corporation.  For the ACC, the mission statement 
is a child of the Legislature, baptized as RSA 36-
A, and adopted by Amherst voters.  The RSA (NH 
law) lists what the ACC should be doing now and 
tomorrow, including: proper utilization and pro-
tection of the natural resources, protection of wa-
tershed resources, conducting research, keeping 
indices of all open space and natural, aesthetic or 
ecological areas, keeping indices of all marshlands, 
swamps, and all other wetlands.  The ACC may 
make recommendations for programs for the pro-
tection, development or better utilization of such 
areas.  

The Amherst Land Trust, Inc. states its objec-
tives (mission) to benefit the citizens of the town 
in these words:  1. Conservation of the town’s natu-
ral resources including its land, water, marshlands, 
woodlands, open spaces and plant and animal 
life, 2. Maintenance of Amherst’s unique historic 
and scenic sites, 3. Protection of Amherst’s lakes, 
streams brooks and watershed areas against pollu-
tion,  4. Promotion of the conservation of natural 
resources through educational and public infor-
mation programs.  The work of the Amherst Land 
trust is complimentary to that of the Amherst 
Conservation Commission.

Similar organizations use similar words, craft-
ing them in different expressions:  

• The Milwaukee County Zoo will inspire 
public understanding, support and participation 
in global conservation of animal species and their 
environment by creating a unifying bond between 
our visitors and the living earth and provide an en-
vironment for personal renewal and enjoyment for 
our guests.

• The Society For The Protection of New 
Hampshire Forests was founded to protect the 
state’s most important landscapes and promote 
wise use of its renewable natural resources.

• The Center for Northern Woodland Ed-
ucation sees its mission to encourage a culture of 
forest stewardship in the Northeast by producing 
and distributing media content to increase under-
standing and appreciation for the natural wonders, 
economic productivity, and ecological integrity of 
the region’s forests.

• The Nature Conservancy’s mission is to 
preserve the plants, animals and natural commu-
nities that represent the diversity of life on Earth by 
protecting the lands and waters they need to sur-
vive.

What great wordsmithing – inspire understand-
ing…creating a bond …encourage a culture.  How-
ever it is said, we are in this together.  One or more 
organizations may tickle your charitable fancy. 
Checking the organizational focus expressed by 
its mission statement may help you decide ‘why I 
came here’.  Look for a line in your personal mis-
sion statement for conservation and the environ-
ment during this season for giving. It was Walt 
Whitman who said, “The habit of giving only en-
hances the desire to give.”  Along those lines, have 
you bought your stocking stuffer copy of the re-
vised Amherst Walk Book?  Every sale benefits the 
ACC’s programs.

What’s in it for you and me?  The whole wide 
wonderful world, that’s what. 

Enjoy a merry and blessed Christmas and the 
holidays.
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Amherst Town Library

Benny and Beyond With Todd and Joe
AMHERST – Plan on starting the New Year 

off with some fabulous jazz on Sunday, Janu-
ary 9th from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. as the Amherst 
Town Library begins the sixth year of its very 
popular Sundays at 4 Music Series. The Janu-
ary 9th concert is entitled, “Benny and Be-
yond” and features clarinetist Todd Brunel 
and pianist Joe Reid performing some of the 
most memorable swing hits made famous by 
the late great clarinetist, Benny Goodman.  
This program will also include excerpts from 
classical works that Benny premiered and 
championed.   

Todd Brunel is a clarinetist and saxophone 
player who performs extensively as a cross-
over classical and jazz musician.  As the Bos-
ton Globe writes, Todd Brunel plays with 
“tremendous virtuosity and heart.”  His nu-
merous guest appearances include: Carnegie 
Hall, Harvard University, the Academy of Mu-
sic, Art, and Dance (Bulgaria), the Manhattan 
School, CBGB’s Gallery, the SEAMUS Festi-
val, and the Montreal Jazz Festival.  His busy 
freelance schedule includes performances 
with the Opera Ebony of Harlem, the Lexing-
ton Symphony and many New York and Bos-
ton area orchestras.  He currently plays princi-
pal clarinet with the Waltham Symphony and 
bass clarinet with the Claflin Hill Symphony.  
When Todd was 10 years old, he had the good 
fortune of meeting Mr. Benny Goodman.

Pianist Joe Reid enjoys a busy music career, 
playing 100+ concerts a year.  He works with 
a wide range of jazz and classical musicians, 
and has worked with a broad spectrum of the-
atre groups, chamber ensembles and dance 
troupes.  Joe has worked as an accompanist for 
the Boston Conservatory, the Longy School of 
Music, the New School of Music in Cambridge, 
and the Mark Morris Dance Company.

If you made that New Year’s resolution to 
hear more live music this year,  just contact 
us and mark your calendars for this January 
9th concert along with February 20 for Back Bay Gui-
tar Trio in Concert; March 20 with Long Time Court-
ing; and, April 3 for April in Paris—Springtime and 
Romance with Sonny and Perley.  The Amherst Town 
Library is appreciative for the support and funding pro-
vided by the Friends of the Amherst Town Library for 

this 2011 music series. To register for any or all of these 
programs, please call the Amherst Town Library at 
673-2288, email library@amherst.lib.nh.us , or visit the 
Library’s web site at http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us and 
click on the calendar icon, labeled “Calendar of Events” 
on the homepage. All these concerts are free and open 
to the public.

Amherst Town Library

Caesar: The Man From Venus
AMHERST – As part of the January adult evening 

series On Location in Italy, the Amherst Town Li-
brary presents the living history presentation, “Cae-
sar: the Man from Venus” on Tuesday, January 18th 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the Main Reading Room.  
Meet Caesar as he grows up in a Rome that is re-
covering from one civil war and headed for anoth-
er.  Meet the powerful women in his life who help 
him achieve his destiny: his mother Aurelia, his aunt 
Julia, his wives and his great love Servilia.  History 
comes alive with professional storyteller Sebastian 
Lockwood portraying Caesar!  This program is made 
possible by a grant from the New Hampshire Hu-
manities Council and is free and open to the pubic.

Caesar is the man who claims descent from the 
Goddess Venus herself.  We watch his rise to pow-
er in Rome, his great adventures, his time in Gaul 
and finally, after he crosses the Rubicon, his war 
with Pompey that will leave him the most powerful 
man in the world.  We see him as Venus joined with 
Cleopatra Isis.  Here is your opportunity to ask the 
great man the questions of his time and how they 
relate to ours.

Presenter, Sebastian Lockwood has delighted 
many audiences with his professional storytelling.  
He has an M.A. in Social Anthropology, Education, 
and English from Cambridge University, U.K.; teach-
es anthropology and storytelling at New Hampshire 
Institute of Art; and, is involved with the storytell-
ing curriculum at the Lesley University Creative Art 
program and at Endicott College.

You can register for this special evening by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us or by 
visiting our website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us and 
selecting “Calendar of Events.”

AMHERST – January begins a 
new series for adults at the Amherst 
Town Library entitled On Location 
in Italy.   In the first program of the 
series, Nancy and David Dillon pres-
ent “Travel to the Amalfi Coast and 
Rome, along with Vienna, Slove-
nia, and Croatia” on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 11th at 7:00 p.m. Their armchair 
travel experience includes wonder-
ful photos and excellent travel tips.  
The Dillons have presented travel 
programs at the Library in the past, 
and the presentations are always 
enjoyable!

During the summer of 2010, 
Nancy and David Dillon made their 
18th trip to Europe.  During their 
21 day trip they visited Vienna, Lju-
bljana and Lake Bled in Slovenia, 
Dubrovnik and Korcula in Croa-
tia, and the highlight of the trip, a 
visit to the Amalfi Coast (including 
Pompeii) and Rome.  St. Peters, the 

Colosseum, Pantheon, and major 
museums are all part of this visit.  
Travel within Europe was done in-
dependently by train and short haul 
flights on local airlines. 

Nancy is a fourth grade teacher 
at the Thoreau School in Concord, 
Massachusetts.  David is a seventh 
grade teacher of World Cultures at 
the Luther Burbank School in Lan-
caster, Massachusetts.

You are also invited to join us for 
the rest of the On Location in Italy 
series at the Amherst Town Library: 
“Florence: Lilies, Marble, and All 
the Vanities” on Wednesdays, Janu-
ary 12th and 19th , from 1:00 to 2:30 
p.m.; “Caesar: the Man from Venus 

(a living history presentation sup-
ported with a grant from the New 
Hampshire Humanities Council) 
on Tuesday, January 18th from 7:00 
to 8:30 p.m.[in the Main Reading 
Room of the Library]; and, “Italian 
Trattoria: Classic Flavors from an 
Italian Café” on Tuesday, January 
25th from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

This event and all the events in 
the series are free and open to the 
public.  Please register for this event 
and all the upcoming year’s events 
by calling 673-2288, emailing li-
brary@amherst.lib.nh.us or by vis-
iting our website at www.amherst.
lib.nh.us and selecting “Calendar of 
Events.”

Florence: Lilies, Marble, And All The Vanities
 AMHERST – The famous Amer-

ican composer Virgil Thompson 
once said: “In Paris, you learn wit, 
in London you learn to crush your 
social rivals, and in Florence you 
learn poise.” As part of the Am-
herst Town Library’s January adult 
series called On Location in Italy, 
you are welcome to “walk” through 
the neighborhoods of Florence, It-
aly and discover how Florence has 
always been about style, and bal-
ances everything well – politics, 
art, architecture, literature, and a 
love of fine living.  Mark your cal-
endars for Wednesday, January 12, 
and Wednesday January 19 from 1-
2:30 p.m. (snow date of January 26) 
as recently retired Souhegan High 
School teacher Nancy Baker leads 
this series in the Johnson Meeting 
Room. 

Florence, the “Cradle of the Re-
naissance,” was home to Leonardo 
da Vinci, Dante, Michelangelo, Ma-
chiavelli, Galileo, and many others 
who challenged and changed con-
ventional ways of thinking from the 

14th to the 16th centuries. As the 
last preserved Renaissance city of 
the world, Florence offers a unique 
opportunity to understand a cul-
ture that has been compared to that 
of the golden age in ancient Athens.  
Today Florence presents itself to the 
visitor as a dazzle of green and pink 
marble, glorious food, significant 
museums and historic sites, famous 
churches, and lovely gardens. The 
Ferragamo and Gucci fashion hous-
es were founded in Florence and 
the Via de’ Tornabuoni district is a 
shopper’s delight.  It is no wonder 
that in 2007 it was named the most 
desirable destination for tourists in 
the world.  In this two part series 
you will learn a little why Florence 
is so fascinating while sharing your 
own travel experiences in the city or 
getting some tips on what to see if 
you go there.

Back by popular demand to of-
fer more of her excellent and raved 
about presentations, Nancy Bak-
er, one of the founding faculty at 
Souhegan High School, was runner 

up as New Hampshire Teacher of 
the Year in 2004.  During her time 
at the school, Nancy taught Mythol-
ogy, History of Ideas, Philosophy, 
Ancient History and Latin.  A Clas-
sical Languages major at Harpur 
College, SUNY at Binghamton, 
Nancy continued graduate work 
in Egyptology at Brown Universi-
ty.  She also worked in the Research 
Department at Colonial Williams-
burg, was Director of Research at 
the Historic Annapolis Foundation, 
and is the author of several articles 
on early Annapolis, Maryland, sil-
versmiths in the 18th century, and 
colonial ship chandlery.  This se-
ries is sure to be engaging and full 
of fascinating explorations in litera-
ture, philosophy, mythology, music 
and art!

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and registering online by selecting 
“Calendar of Events.”

Amherst Town Library Presents:

Travel to The Amalfi Coast and Rome, Along With 
Vienna, Slovenia, And Croatia

Town News

Musicians, Todd Brunel and Joe Reid will entertain during an 
afternoon of jazz at the Amherst Town Library, Sunday, January 9, 
from 4:00-5:00 p.m.

The Roman Forum

Italian favorite, Limoncella.

Storyteller, Sebastian Lockwood portrays Caesar in a living 
history presentation, January 18 from 7:00-8:30 p.m.


