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Schools
AMS Staff Donate To Holiday Toy Store

Amherst Middle School staff, 
Tracey Gagne, Jayma Robinson, 

Lisa Heney, Peter Desnoyers, Mary 
Epstein, and Holiday Toy Store 

liason Beth Kimberly.

CLARK SCHOOL

2011/2012 New Student Registration
Registration for Clark-Wilkins kindergarten and first grade students will 

take place on Saturday, February 5, 2011 in the Clark School Multipurpose 
Room.  Snow date Saturday, February 12, 2011.  Children that are 5 and 
6 years old by 9/30/2011 are eligible for kindergarten and first grade re-
spectively.  Students that are currently enrolled in kindergarten do not need 
to re-enroll for first grade.  Enrollment packets can be downloaded from 
our website http://www1.sprise.com/clark/cw_forms.html and completed 
at your convenience.  Please bring your completed packet along with your 
child’s immunization records, most recent physical and original birth cer-
tificate.  There will also be packets available at registration.  

Daniel Green of Amherst Makes Research 
Presentation in Washington, DC

(L to R) Bentley students Victoria Adams, Dan Green (Amherst 
native), Greg Bucci, and Will Markow on the west side of the 
Capitol.

Poetry Out Loud Recitation Contest – $15K 
Scholarship goes to the SHS Winner

Audition Announcement:  PTA 59th 
Annual Play Production, 

Pajama Day at The Amherst Preschool

The Three Year Old Program at The Amherst Preschool recently 
participated in The Great Bedtime Story Pajama Drive, sponsored 
by Scholastic Books.  Each pair of pajamas collected is matched 
with a book by Scholastic and donated to the Pajama Program, an 
organization that distributes new pajamas and books to homeless 
children.

“Rule of Three” at Amherst Middle 
School!

On Friday, December 10th, 
teachers and staff from the Am-
herst School District helped load 
toys and $700 worth of donations 
to the Holiday Toy Store. The Am-
herst Education Association and 
Amherst Support Staff Association 
have joined together to donate hol-
iday presents to children in need 
for the past eight years. The Holi-
day Toy Store helps families in need 
with children (infants through fif-
teen years old) residing in Milford, 
Amherst, Mont Vernon, or Brook-
line.

Slam, hip-hop, rap, theatre, and 
poetry all come together in a na-
tional competition called Poetry 
Out Loud. And it all starts with our 
own Souhegan Competition. 

Souhegan High School students 
are encouraged to participate in the 
Poetry Out Loud National Recita-
tion Contest. Many classes will be 
participating, but any student can 
participate by attending the Poetry 
Slam Club on Tuesdays at 2:15 in 
Room 206. 

The first-round competition will 
be held on January 25th at 3:00. The 
Souhegan school-wide competition 
will be held on Feb. 17th and will be 
part of Fang Fest.

Poetry and performance are ex-
citing current trends and there has 
been a resurgence of poetry as an 
oral art form, as seen in the slam 
poetry movement and the immense 
popularity of hip-hop music. Poetry 
Out Loud builds on that momentum 
by inviting the dynamic aspects of 
slam poetry, spoken word, and the-
ater into the English class.

This exciting program allows 
students to experience the thrill of 
public speaking and to be part of a 
growing interest in performing po-
etry. This national competition aims 
to encourage the nation’s youth to 
learn about great poetry through 
memorization and performance. 

This dynamic and flexible program 
helps students master public speak-
ing skills, build self-confidence and 
learn about their literary heritage. It 
builds on the current resurgence of 
the spoken word as an art form, in-
viting the dynamic aspects of slam 
poetry, spoken word and theater 
into the classroom. 

Beginning at the club or class-
room level, winners advance to a 
school-wide level, then on to the 
NH Semi-Finals, then to the NH 
State Finals, and ultimately to the 
National Competition. Each stage 
brings with it its own level of fame 
and fortune. 

Two Souhegan winners will earn 
$15,000 scholarships to New Eng-
land College, or $7-11,000 schol-
arships to South New Hampshire 
University. The winner and run-
ner-up of the NH State competi-
tion receives a $12,000 and $10,000 
scholarship, respectively, to Colby-
Sawyer College. The State winner 
also earns $200 and an all-expens-
es paid trip for the student and one 
chaperone to participate in the na-
tional competition in Washington, 
DC, in late April, 2011. Additionally 
his/her school receives $500 for the 
purchase of poetry books. The indi-
vidual state runner-up receives $100 
with an additional $200 award to 
his/her school for poetry books. 

”The Music Man”, directed by 
Dave Ostrowski and Kevin Linkrou-
mis PTA 59th Annual Play.  Come 
all interested actors and actresses, 
or first timers to The Music Man 
auditions Tuesday, January 4th from 
6 - 8pm, and Wednesday, January 
5th from 6 - 8pm, with possible call 
backs on Thursday, January 6th.  Au-
ditions will be in the Multi-purpose 
and Music rooms at Clark School, 
14 Foundry Street, Amherst, NH.  
Come prepared to learn a few dance 
steps and with sheet music to sing a 
song.  Please bring a song in the style 
of a broadway show, wear comfort-
able shoes and bring a water bottle.  

4th graders and older please, unless 
parents are also auditioning,then 
as young as 1st grade will be con-
sidered.  There is a desire for fam-
ily groups because of the nature of 
this show.  Character descriptions 
and vocal ranges can be found on 
the PTA website http://www.am-
herstpta.org/play.  Casting will be 
posted by noon Saturday, Janu-
ary 8th.  Mandatory informational 
meeting and first rehearsal/script 
read through for all cast members 
and parents on Sunday, January 9th 
1pm at Clark School.  Any questions 
please call Jackie O’Dowd at 582-
5211.

Bentley University student, Dan-
iel Green of Amherst is one of four 
students under the direction of their 
professor, David Szymanski, a for-
mer congressional fellow and sci-
ence policy advisor to US Senator 
Jon Tester (D-MT), who has teamed 
up with the non-profit Environmen-
tal and Energy Study Institute (EESI) 
in Washington, DC to survey the at-
titudes of approximately 20 New 
England small business owners on 
issues of energy consumption, ener-
gy efficiency, and long-term energy 
planning for their businesses. 

The project is part of a fourth-
credit service learning option for a 

Federal Environmental and Natural 
Resource Policy course.  Daniel and 
his student peers went to Capitol 
Hill on Monday, December 6 to pres-
ent their research findings to some 
key decision makers and groups in 
Washington including staffers from 
the offices of Sen. John Kerry (MA), 
Sen. Jean Shaheen (NH), Sen. Scott 
Brown (MA) and the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee.

The overall goal of the trip is to 
shed some nonpartisan light on the 
energy needs of small businesses in 
order to potentially improve US en-
ergy policy.

 

We all know that three is a mag-
ic number.  If it comes in three, it is 
inherently funnier, more satisfying 
or more effective than in any other 
number.  Think of the three word 
slogan “Go, fight, win!”  or “three 
wishes” or better yet “the sham-
rock”, the three leaf sign of Irish 
luck.  “Three is the charm” for the 
leadership team at Amherst Mid-
dle School. Pam Gross completes 
the rule of three as Assistant Prin-
cipal.  She joins Porter Dodge and 
Patty Wons to form an administra-
tive “troika!”

Pam brings invaluable experi-
ence, expertise, and excellence  to 
AMS leadership.  She draws from 35 
years in the field as classroom teach-
er, special educator, program direc-
tor, and Special Education Coordi-
nator.  When asked how she views 
her past experience, Pam said, “It is 
hard for me to admit that I am this 
old, but I value each and every one 
of those 35 years for the opportu-
nities each  gave me to grow and 
learn.”  She continues to build her 
knowledge base and  refine her skills 
at Rivier College. She is completing 
a Masters degree in Educational Ad-
ministration.

Pam, an Amherst resident, has 
two grown children.  Her son lives 
in Manhattan and her daughter in 
Boston.  As much as she loves New 
Hampshire, she considers Cape Cod 
as her home. She spends as much 
time on the Cape as possible and  
plans to eventually retire there.

What you may not know about 
Pam is that she is an avid sports fan.  
Her dad was the athletic director 
at Rutgers University and she spent 
every weekend of her childhood at 
sporting events.  She loves those Pa-
triots and Red Sox!

As Assistant Principal, Pam is 
thriving in her new position.  With 
great enthusiasm and a sparkling 
smile, Pam stated, “I love that my 
new position gives me more oppor-
tunities to interact with students 
and get to know them.  There is so 
much growth between 5th and 8th 
grade and I am excited to share 
that with the students.  I can’t say 
enough about how proud I am to 
live and work in a community that 
values education, the way Amherst 
does. I am especially proud of AMS.  
Our staff has done a tremendous 
job creating an exceptional learning 
community and I wouldn’t want to 
be anywhere else!”  

From the Office of The Superintendent   
of Schools SAU 39

 

ABCs for Fours and Threes Preschool is 
coming to the Amherst Clark School in the 
Fall of 2011 and registration begins now! 

The Amherst School Board has ap-
proved an integrated public preschool 
for three and four year old children that 
would provide services for students 
identified with special needs and also 
for non-special needs students. Cur-
rently special needs pre-school services 
are provided out-of-district at a higher 
cost than this in-district program would 
be. A tuition rate of approximately $215 
per month would be charged to families 
of the non-special needs students who 
are accepted into the program. 

The Amherst Elementary Preschool 
program will run from Monday through Thursday. The three year old 
class will be held in the morning, from 8:30-11:15 am. The four year 
old class will be in the afternoons, from 12:00-2:45 pm. Currently, the 
class size will be no more than twelve (12) students per class, thereby 
allowing for a small student-teacher ratio. Research has shown that 
consistency and predictability is important for all preschool age chil-
dren. By providing shorter sessions across four days, children will ex-
perience consistency and repetition as part of their learning experi-
ence. Consistency is also provided by the location of the pre-school, as 
pre-schoolers in this program will transition to public kindergarten at 
the Clark School. 

Program and curriculum coordination also will be enhanced with 
all early childhood programs at one site. Families interested in ob-
taining a registration packet or additional information should contact 
Amherst Preschool Coordinator, Caroline Smith at caroline.smith@
sprise.com or at Clark School, 673-2343. For your convenience, reg-
istration packets will be available on the SAU website at www.sprise.
com, at the Superintendent’s office as well as at each Amherst school 
building. Once completed, registration packets should be dropped off 
to the SAU office at 1 School Street so that they can be date and time 
stamped upon receipt. Space is limited, so please apply now.

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 Mary	Athey	Jennings,		Ph.D.
	 	 	 	 Superintendent,	SAU	39

2011-2012 Registration Begins January 1st (Ongoing for 2010-2011)
Before and after school enrichment for your kindergartner.

“Free play is thinking time for young children”
11 Church Street,  Amherst, NH 03031  

672-3168
Non-Profit www.preschoolinthevillage.org Licensed Plus

Preschool programs for 
your 3 and 4 year olds

An extra year of learning 
for your 5 year old

The Derryfi eld School
2108 River Road

Manchester, NH 03104
603.669.4524

admission@derryfi eld.org  

RSVP to the Admission Offi ce
 603.669.4524

admission@derryfi eld.org
The Derryfi eld School is a coed, 
independent college-preparatory day school 
for students in grades 6 through 12. 

Need help with the commute? School-year 
transportation is offered from Amherst, 
Bedford, Concord, Hollis, Hopkinton, 
Merrimack, Nashua, and Windham.

A TRUSTING ATMOSPHERE

FREEDOM FROM BUSY WORK 

CLASSMATES WHO WANT TO BE HERE

If this sounds like the right place for 
your family, we invite you to 

learn more at our open house.
Thursday, January 6, 2011

6:00-8:00 pm
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