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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., January 25, 2011

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, January 19

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 67�-9444 Fax: 67�-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com

the Amherst Citizen
schedule of issues

© 2011 The Amherst Citizen.  All rights reserved.

Letters To the editor:

 Cliff Ann Wales Jim Wales 
	 Publisher	&	Editor	 Advertising	&	Production
Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
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AMHERST	 CITIZEN
The

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Sun Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Amherst/Milford Legislators Will 
Bring a Return to Fiscal Sanity in 
Concord
To the editor:

When I saw the headline to a recent letter to the editor that read “State 
Has $60 Million Surplus” I was compelled to read the letter to find out what 
State the author referred to since New Hampshire is staring down the barrel 
of a $600 to $800 million deficit. I was amazed to find that there was some-
one still touting the Lynch re-election propaganda of a budget “surplus”. 
The current budget is only “balanced” in a Democrat fantasy land where fis-
cal gimmicks and rosy revenue predictions are the order of the day. One of 
those gimmicks was a commission to investigate the sale of $60 million in 
State owned property. The Democrats promptly used that wish list money 
to “balance” the budget. Perhaps Mr. Smith hasn’t heard, but the commis-
sion found only $400,000 worth of buildings to sell, and those have been for 
sale since 2006. What are the odds they will sell in the next 6 months? In 
addition, this so-called “balanced” budget relied on $48 million in Medic-
aid funding from the Federal Government. The problem was this funding 
had yet to be approved when the Democrats added that to our budget. As 
it turned out, New Hampshire will receive only $29 million. These are only 
two examples that more than wipe out Mr. Smith’s mythical surplus. 

Perhaps Mr. Smith should spend less time attacking Representative Rob-
ert Rowe and House Republicans, and more time trying to figure out why 
elected Democrats in Hillsborough County may need to be added to the en-
dangered species list. Gross mismanagement of our State budget by Demo-
crats over the last 4 years is certainly one reason. Thankfully, excellent State 
Representatives such as Bob Rowe and our entire Amherst/Milford delega-
tion are now in the majority and will bring a return to fiscal sanity in Con-
cord. 

Mark Vincent
Chairman, Amherst Republican Com-
mittee
Amherst

Finally NH Republicans Show 
True Intent
To the editor:

Well we didn’t have to wait long to find out what the NH Conservative 
Republicans really want in NH. This week we saw them vote-in new rules 
to allow guns to be carried in the State Capitol buildings. This should bring 
smiles to the faces of the NRA but not the police who will have to deal with 
the consequences of this rule.

Not missing an opportunity to flex their new political muscles, The Party 
of No is now seeking to make it illegal to be a Democrat in the NH Legis-
lature. That’s right: they are trying to expel Mike Brunelle, a legally elected 
House member from Manchester, because, get this, he’s a Democrat. Using 
this logic, anyone affiliated with an entity that has business or potentially 
could be involved in legislation in NH should be expelled.

The Ultra-conservative Republicans have made it clear with their legis-
lative service requests (LSR) that they intend to roll-back as many social, 
environmental, and energy laws as possible. They reluctantly admitted to 
this recently when the Republican leaders (Bragdon & O’Brien) appeared 
together on a state-wide radio talk show.

Long story short - instead of focusing on jobs, the budget and the econ-
omy, Speaker O’Brien , Senate Leader Bragdon, and the others have em-
barked on an effort to expel Rep. Brunelle without due process in a manner 
not contemplated by the New Hampshire Constitution and repeal many 
laws that have helped to keep NH one of the best places to live and work 
in the nation. They are beginning the process of returning NH to the red 
zone. Local towns and communities will pay for this folly.

Ray Iannuzzelli
Amherst

Restrictions on Agricultural Land 
Use?
 To the editor:

In the summer of 1998, my new neighbor put on a horse show.  The plan-
ning board did not know about this until the afternoon of the show.  The 
neighbors got a letter from the planning board to attend a meeting.  There 
were no rules for a horse show.   The neighbor asked me to come and help.

After much discussion the board made a few rules and made the state-
ment that they did not approve but the town had not voted on this.

At the end, I asked what would be future decisions on agriculture as I cut 
a lot of hay and hay equipment was expensive.  The chairman at the time 
said, all agriculture would not have any restrictions.

That was 12 years ago.

Howard Parkhurst
Cumberland Furnace, TN
(formerly of Amherst)

SAU #39 School Board

Status of Superintendent Search
To Members of SAU #39 Schools and Community:

Thank you for your patience as we navigate our way through the search 
for our new school superintendent. This information is intended to give you 
the latest information on the process.

November 23, 2010 marked the original due date for superintendent ap-
plications. Shortly thereafter, the SAU #39 School Board determined that 
it preferred a larger pool of highly qualified candidates and took two im-
portant steps to that end: 1) the position was readvertised with a new sub-
mission date of January 7, 2011 and 2) after a further review of salaries in 
neighboring school districts in Massachusetts, the school board increased 
the salary range to $137,500-$150,000 from the original range of $127,500-
$137,500.

Due to the extended submission date of January 7, the school board also 
decided to alter some of the process steps of the search. The purpose here 
is to facilitate the search expeditiously but without compromising the in-
volvement of interested stakeholders.

To that end, the school board asked a sub-committee of the board (six 
in total-two from each of the districts), along with the NHSBA consultant 
and HR to review all applications on January 8, 2011. It will screen those 
applications to about five highly qualified candidates who meet the leader-
ship profile that was developed from the input of school and community 
members.

The vetted candidates will be interviewed by the Advisory Search Com-
mittee on January 15, 2011 and the field will be narrowed to about three fi-
nalists. This will be followed by a Candidates Forum the evening of January 
24, 2011 at the Souhegan High School Theatre. Please mark your calendars 
accordingly so that you may have the opportunity to meet the candidates, 
raise questions of them and respond to the school board through the feed-
back forms that will be available to you on that evening.

From this point a subcommittee of the school board will conduct site 
visits to the home school districts of the top three finalists. The SAU#39 
School Board will then schedule interviews of all final candidates in mid-
February with a decision scheduled for the end of February.

On behalf of the SAU #39 School Board, I thank you in advance for your 
support of this involved process. We will send further information to you 
as things progress.

Sincerely,
Christine Janson, Chair
SAU #39 School Board

Outporing of Support for SHARE
To the editor:

It is with truly heartfelt appreciation that we at SHARE Outreach ac-
knowledge the tremendous generosity of our communities here in the 
Souhegan Valley. In the past few months, we have seen an outpouring of 
support for our programs that help those in need. 

Families, individuals, book groups, groups of friends, businesses, civic or-
ganizations, and churches adopted our families by buying gifts, gift cards, 
and making financial donations that helped make the holidays happier for 
those who are struggling financially. Several local businesses and churches 
facilitated donations by placing trees in their buildings. 

Schools, neighborhoods, and businesses held food drives, allowing us to 
fill Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets and have some on reserve for the 
winter months ahead, when donations are typically down.

SHARE provided holidays baskets and gifts for just over 400 families. No 
one was denied help. Even families who came for assistance right before 
Christmas were given gifts and food.  This is all thanks to the generosity of 
our donors.

Many helped SHARE with financial donations that allow us to assist those 
in need with rent, heat, prescriptions, transportation, and other necessities 
throughout the year. In 2010, SHARE assisted 695 different families rep-
resenting 1900 individuals. Many of these families struggled  through the 
year, requiring help several times. We spent well over $350,000 in direct 
support of client needs for those struggling temporarily due to the poor 
economy and for those who live in chronic poverty. In addition, the SHARE 
Food Pantry distributed a week’s worth of groceries 5500 times.

In addition to donations of money and goods, we thank the many vol-
unteers who gave selflessly of their time during what is for most of us, the 
busiest time of year. SHARE would not function without our dedicated vol-
unteer help.

It is gratifying to see the support of those who need assistance by our 
community members. During the past few years, many of us have become 
aware of what it is like to live with little as we ourselves and our families 
and neighbors struggle with unemployment and other challenges.  To ev-
eryone who helped SHARE this holiday season and throughout the year, 
thank you.

Sincerely,
Christine Janson
Executive Director, SHARE Outreach
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Wonderful Winter Sale
30% off beginning Saturday, January 10
40% off beginning Saturday, January 17

Main Street, Peterborough, New Hampshire

227 Union Sq. • Milford
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936
T-W-F  9-5, Thurs. 9-6, Sat. 9-4
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Gift
CertifiCates

always available

Let us frame a favorite print, 
painting, poster, or photo for 

that extra special gift!
Bring in your own or select from our 
collection of Limited edition sports, 

landscape, wildlife, family & inspirational 
prints, or originals, cards, & prints by over 

35 local artists.

see our online gallery at 
www.artown.com.

FRAME DEPOT
Fine Custom Framing 

 ——————  Since 1975  ——————
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• Best QUaLitY
• Greater VarietY
• sUPeriOr serViCe

January Clearance Sale!
Pssst. We don’t often run sales but this one may interest you...

Art Gallery Sale!
We will be making a number 
of changes in our local artists 
gallery, and now offer you a 
chance to buy some beautiful 
pieces of original artwork and 
photography for less!
Dress the walls of your home 
this winter with great art!

*Due to the nature of this exclusive 
sale, exceptions may apply. Please ask. 

50%
off

up
to

selected in-stock framed and 
un-framed prints

including some gift items*

10%
off

Custom Framing on all 
orders placed during 

January 2011*


