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Storytimes are starting up again 
the week of January 10!

We offer story hours at the follow-
ing times:
Baby Listeners            Tuesdays at 
10:00—-newborn to 24 mos.
*Afternoon Book Bunch      Tuesdays at 
1:00pm—ages 4-6years
Terrific 2’s and 3’s             Thursdays at 
10:00—2 and 3 yr-olds

*PLEASE NOTE! This is a new day and time for 
our 4 and 5 yr-olds—-we’re giving it a try—let us know 
how it works for you!
Great Stone Face Reviewers Book Club

Our book club for 5th and 6th graders continues to 
meet on the first Wednesday of each month.  Join us 
for some great reading, spirited discussions, and great 
snacks!  If you’re interested, please talk to Miss Sarah.
Junior Book Club

 Our child-and-parent book club will meet on 
Wednesday, Jan. 12, to discuss the first of the Sher-
lock Files series, The 100-yr.-old Secret.   We are a live-
ly group of kids and adults who meet on the second 
Wednesday of each month to do a book-related activity,  
to talk about the book we’ve read, and to share some 
after-dinner snacks! Please talk to Miss Sarah if you’re 
interested in joining us.

Open Playtimes
Every other Friday morning, the 

Johnson Meeting Room is filled 
with toys, books, blocks, legos, 

etc.—-just waiting for toddlers to 
come in and play.  There’s no struc-

tured activity, just a little “mood mu-
sic”, and a chance for caregivers to sit 

and chat while their little ones play to-
gether, or to get down on the floor and join 

in the fun!    This month’s open playtimes are:
January 14 and January 28 from 10:00 to 11:00
Do you have some “nearly-new” toddler toys that are 

looking for a new home?
We’re looking for a few new items for our  Open Play-

time collection.  If you think you might have just the 
thing, please talk to Miss Sarah!
Craft Club Workshop

Children ages 7 and up are invited to join Miss Sar-
ah for a Craft Workshop-- we’ll be working on Valen-
tine Crafts which will be showcased on the Valentine’s 
Day Bulletin Board.  Miss Sarah will provide ideas and 
materials, so bring your creativity and let’s decorate the 
board!  Crafts will be available to take home when the 
bulletin board comes down.  Space is limited, so regis-
tration is required. 

It’s About Conservation

Wonderments of Trails, 
Trials, and the Internet

By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

There are so many of Nature’s wonderments 
around us begging to be seen and explored.  The 
two dozen miles of Amherst Conservation Com-
mission trails weave amongst a smattering of those 
special places and sights.  Many of the trails, de-
signed and maintained by the ACC, provide fam-
ily-length loops for walking or snowshoeing.  Some 
make satisfying cross-country ski routes.

For example, a walk in Joe English Reservation 
which avoids retracing many steps could begin be-
side the Bacon Pond at Peabody Mill Environmen-
tal Center (snowshoes available), proceed on the 
Pine Trail to the Highland Trail which is followed 
to the Harding Trail with a return via another sec-
tion of the Highland Trail to Old Brook Road and 
PMEC.  Along the way you will climb to ledge-top 
viewpoints, pass vernal pools, and enjoy brooks 
forming frozen halos around stream-washed boul-
ders.

As I write the ground is bare, the grass still sort 
of green and the frost is beginning to inch down-
wards.  By the time you read this, we will be into 
a new year and a new winter with a much whiter 
landscape – hopefully.  With snow on the trail, it’s 
an opportune time to spot tracks and other signs 
of wildlife if not the critters themselves.  The in-
set, courtesy of the NH Fish & Game Department, 
shows some of the tracks your tracks may cross.

The NH F&G offers some great ways to learn 
about the habitats and wildlife around us in Am-
herst and Mont Vernon.  The best access to infor-
mation with descrip-
tions, photos and maps 
is an indoor trail via the 
new website Takingac-
tionforwildlife.com , a 
joint effort by the UNH 
Extension Service and 
NH F&G.  This is a great 
user-friendly resource 
for students and parents 
alike.  Recently, ques-
tions were asked by a 
local farm owner about 
the ranges travelled by 
bobcats and fishers, a 
couple of our local pred-
ator species suspected of 
being in the farmyard.  
Turning to the web-

site, we found that bob-
cats still occupy a large 
portion of the state with the highest population 
in southwest New Hampshire.  I recall Jan Wood-
bury reporting seeing bobcat tracks a few years ago 
in the Great Meadow across from Wilkins School.  
The bobcat’s territory averages 12 square miles.  
The fisher, while smaller, has a similar range of 10 
to 20 square miles with some animals tracked trav-
elling 60 miles on hunting forays.  The fisher is one 
of the few natural enemies of porcupines.    
Land and Community Heritage Investment 
Grants

LCHIP grants awarded statewide in December 
will be invested in the conservation of 4,317 addi-
tional acres of land.  LCHIP also makes grants to 
benefit historic preservation projects.  The amount 
granted in both categories of $1.59 million has at-
tracted almost $28 million in total project values, 
a boon to local economies through support of 90 
plus jobs and $1 million in wages.  Granted funds 
require at least a one-to-one match with matching 
dollars raised by the recipient.  This year’s match 
leverage was sixteen to one – an indication of the 
competition for LCHIP grants.

Grants play an important role in all facets of con-
servation from education to open space protection.  
Unfortunately, they are difficult to come by.  An ap-
plication for a local project may require scientific, 
photographic, map-making, writing and commu-

nity research skills to 
assemble the submit-
tal.  Forty to eighty 
hours can easily be in-
vested in the process 
which this year saw 
35 applications be-
ing submitted.  Then 
there’s the factor of 
raising the matching 
funds through dona-
tions, warrant articles 
or withdrawals from 
the Conservation 
Fund.  It’s not easy – a 
trial for volunteers to 
take on.
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Town News

Amherst Town Library

Florence: Lilies, Marble, and All The Vanities

Amherst Town Library

Artisticly Oriented Volunteer(s) Wanted

 The famous American compos-
er Virgil Thompson once said: “In 
Paris, you learn wit, in London you 
learn to crush your social rivals, and 
in Florence you learn poise.” As part 
of the Amherst Town Library’s Jan-
uary adult series called On Location 
in Italy, you are welcome to “walk” 
through the neighborhoods of Flor-
ence, Italy and discover how Flor-
ence has always been about style, 
and balances everything well – poli-
tics, art, architecture, literature, and 
a love of fine living.  Mark your cal-
endars for Wednesday, January 12, 
and Wednesday January 19 from 1-
2:30 p.m. (snow date of January 26) 
as recently retired Souhegan High 
School teacher Nancy Baker leads 
this series in the Johnson Meeting 
Room. 

Florence, the “Cradle of the Re-
naissance,” was home to Leonardo 
da Vinci, Dante, Michelangelo, Ma-
chiavelli, Galileo, and many others 
who challenged and changed con-
ventional ways of thinking from the 
14th to the 16th centuries. As the 

last preserved Renaissance city of 
the world, Florence offers a unique 
opportunity to understand a cul-
ture that has been compared to that 
of the golden age in ancient Athens.  
Today Florence presents itself to the 
visitor as a dazzle of green and pink 
marble, glorious food, significant 
museums and historic sites, famous 
churches, and lovely gardens. The 
Ferragamo and Gucci fashion hous-
es were founded in Florence and 
the Via de’ Tornabuoni district is a 
shopper’s delight.  It is no wonder 
that in 2007 it was named the most 
desirable destination for tourists in 
the world.  In this two part series 
you will learn a little why Florence 
is so fascinating while sharing your 
own travel experiences in the city or 
getting some tips on what to see if 
you go there.

Back by popular demand to of-
fer more of her excellent and raved 
about presentations, Nancy Bak-
er, one of the founding faculty at 
Souhegan High School, was runner 
up as New Hampshire Teacher of 

the Year in 2004.  During her time 
at the school, Nancy taught Mythol-
ogy, History of Ideas, Philosophy, 
Ancient History and Latin.  A Clas-
sical Languages major at Harpur 
College, SUNY at Binghamton, 
Nancy continued graduate work 
in Egyptology at Brown Universi-
ty.  She also worked in the Research 
Department at Colonial Williams-
burg, was Director of Research at 
the Historic Annapolis Foundation, 
and is the author of several articles 
on early Annapolis, Maryland, sil-
versmiths in the 18th century, and 
colonial ship chandlery.  This se-
ries is sure to be engaging and full 
of fascinating explorations in litera-
ture, philosophy, mythology, music 
and art!

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and registering online by selecting 
“Calendar of Events.”

 

Make a New Year’s commitment 
to support your community library 
and have fun doing so. The Friends 
of the Amherst Town Library are 
looking for one or two people who 
love art to coordinate professional 
art exhibits to be displayed eight 

times a year at the library. You 
would have the opportunity to meet 
with artists and arrange for them to 
exhibit their work, coordinate their 
promos, and assist with hanging 
the art and occasional receptions 
for the artists. Estimated time com-

mitment is about 5 - 10 hours per 
month/every six weeks. Any inter-
ested local residents are welcome to 
apply - you need not live in Amherst 
to take advantage of this opportu-
nity! If interested, contact Kim Ay-
ers at: kimerlyayers@comcast.net.

teller Sebastian Lockwood portray-
ing Caesar!  This program is made 
possible by a grant from the New 
Hampshire Humanities Council 
and is free and open to the pubic.

Caesar is the man who claims de-
scent from the Goddess Venus her-
self.  We watch his rise to power in 
Rome, his great adventures, his time 
in Gaul and finally, after he crosses 
the Rubicon, his war with Pompey 
that will leave him the most power-

ful man in the world.  We see him 
as Venus joined with Cleopatra Isis.  
Here is your opportunity to ask the 
great man the questions of his time 
and how they relate to ours.

Presenter, Sebastian Lockwood 
has delighted many audiences with 
his professional storytelling.  He 
has an M.A. in Social Anthropol-
ogy, Education, and English from 
Cambridge University, U.K.; teach-
es anthropology and storytelling at 

New Hampshire Institute of Art; 
and, is involved with the storytell-
ing curriculum at the Lesley Uni-
versity Creative Art program and at 
Endicott College.

You can register for this special 
evening by calling 673-2288, email-
ing library@amherst.lib.nh.us or by 
visiting our website at www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us and selecting “Cal-
endar of Events.”

ACC manages the Amherst portion 
of the Joppa Hill Farm. The prop-
erty contains a class-six road with 
Pulpit Brook running under a con-
crete bridge.  The road has washed 
out many times, because of beaver 
damming and the resulting altered 
course of the stream.  To live with 
the beavers and yet have the water 
run under the bridge, ACC has con-
tacted a beaver consultant to evalu-
ate the situation.

Skip Lyle, President of Beaver De-
ceivers, International, from Graf-
ton, Vermont, has built hundreds of 
“water flow devices, called “Beaver 
Deceivers”.  The secret to building 
a successful flow device is “silence.” 
The deceiver must transport the 

water in complete silence, because 
the sound of flowing water compels 
beavers to construct dams in areas 
where they wish to obstruct water 
flow. 

Lyle’s  flow device at Joppa Hill 
Farm has a “filter” which sits out in 
the beaver pond. The filter consists 
of a ten-foot square, three feet high 
structure, constructed of one quar-
ter inch, epoxy-coated steel mesh 
and wood.  This houses a 15 inch 
plastic culvert pipe which runs for-
ty feet to another mesh container at 
the bridge, called a “receiver.”  The 
purpose is to allow water to flow 
under the bridge even though the 
beavers may build a dam outside the 
receiver.  

The water could flow over the 
road during seasonal high water pe-
riods, but then recede as the pipe 
provides a continuous flow of water 
under the dam. Any such device is 
not maintenance-free and will pos-
sibly require adjustments.  This de-
vice should allow continued use of 
the class six road for hikers and ag-
ricultural access to the newly re-
claimed ACC meadows on Joppa 
Hill Farm.  

To see the “Beaver Deceiver” de-
vice  park near the trailhead to the 
Pulpit Brook Trail on Horace Gree-
ley Road, just past Pulpit Brook 
Road, and walk in about one quar-
ter mile to Pulpit Brook. 

u Beaver Water Flow Device   continued from page 1

u Caesar: The Man From Venus   continued from page 1

“Wishing You a Happy Clean Year!”
Your Amherst Cleaning Professionals
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David Temple 
a-Pro Cleaning serviCe

c a r p e t s  •  u p H o l s t e r y  •  t i l e  &  G r o u t

Karen Temple 
Karen’s Cleaning serviCe
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166 Concord Street 
Manchester, NH 
603.668.3311

149 Emerald Street 
Suite W, Keene, NH 
603.352.6700

www.wizinsurance.com

Give us a ring on your new 
Christmas Bling.You’ll love our rates!

Protecting your commercial and 
personal interests since 1964.

With

20%
OFF

Everything*

Celebrate Our 

20th
Anniversary

WE’RE SEEING 20/20!

*Various sales ongoing throughout the year. Some exclusions apply.
ON THE OF EVERY 

MONTH20TH ALL YEAR LONG!

www.marvellplateglass.com

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.
141 D.W. Highway, Merrimack, NH  

603-889-0212
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm, Sat. 8-Noon

We carry a complete line of glass for 
your cabinet doors

Seedy
Antique
Granite

Hammered
Clear

Glue Chip
and more...

Advertisers:  Consider The Amherst Citizen to reach 
100% of the Amherst and Mont Vernon markets!


