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Historic Amherst

The Second New Hampshire Turnpike in Amherst and Mont Vernon – Part One
Amherst’s Transition from 18th to 19th Century

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

People familiar with the near-
by Everett Turnpike and the Mass. 
Pike may not realize that once upon 
a time a turnpike came right into 
Amherst Village. It was the Second 
New Hampshire Turnpike, from 
Claremont to Amherst – chartered 
on 26 December 1799, built by about 
1801. Tolls were collected until 15 
April 1837, although the upper part 
was already free since 1825. 

At the end of the 18th century, 
businessmen in New Hampshire (as 
in other states) suspected that bet-
ter roads would encourage greater 
economic prosperity inland. Most 
communities had too few people 
to bear the onerous cost of build-
ing and maintaining a road sturdy 
enough and wide enough for haul-
ing freight in both directions, but 
private corporations were willing 
to make the capital investment – 
hence the birth of the turnpike road, 
a privately owned road for which 
users paid a fee or toll. The [First] 
New Hampshire Turnpike Corpo-
ration was chartered by the N.H. 
Legislature in 1796; it was 36 miles 
long from Durham to Concord at 
the Merrimack River, thus connect-
ing the capital to the sea-port of 

Portsmouth. The next two, howev-
er, both established trade routes to 
Boston and, at nearly 50 miles each, 
were also the longest. The Second, 
ours, enabled fairly direct travel 
from Windsor, Vermont across the 
Connecticut River southeasterly 
to the center of Amherst and, by 
continuing on the post road(s), to 
Nashua and thence to Boston; from 
1810-1846 Massachusetts’ Middle-
sex Turnpike (much of it later Rt. 3) 
ran from the state line at Tyngsbor-
ough to Cambridge. The Third N.H. 
Turnpike, chartered in 1799 just a 
day after the Second and in opera-
tion until 1824, led from Walpole 
on the Connecticut River through 
Keene, Jaffrey, and New Ipswich to-
wards Boston to the Massachusetts 
line near Ashby. By 1819, there were 
about two dozen turnpikes in N.H., 
the shortest just 1.75 miles, for a to-
tal of about 430 miles; more came 
later, especially in the scenic tour-
ist areas.
Where in Amherst

The Second N.H. Turnpike en-
tered Amherst Village along what 
is now called Boston Post Road 
and down the north end of Middle 
Street, terminating at the Common, 
pretty much at the present corner 

of the Brick School. (The deed for 
the Congregational Chapel lot in 
1858, for example, called its east-
ern bound “the old turnpike road.”) 
From the Village green, the turnpike 
ran northwest in a nearly straight 
line through the center of Mont 
Vernon (which was still the North-
west Parish of Amherst when the 
new road was laid out), though the 
SW corner of New Boston to Fran-
cestown. If you’re heading to ski at 
Crotched Mountain, you drive on 
the Francestown Turnpike in Mont 
Vernon; once you enter Frances-
town, it becomes the Second New 
Hampshire Turnpike. If you trav-
el further northwesterly, you may 
notice roads called “Second New 
Hampshire Turnpike” in Deering, 
Hillsborough (part of Rt 31), Lemp-
ster and Unity too. To a large extent 
those roads were indeed parts of the 
original Second Turnpike.
Through Mont Vernon

Are you wondering, as I did, 
Where is that straight road to Mont 
Vernon center? The turnpike from 
the Amherst line up to Hillcrest 
Road near Mt. V. center was discon-
tinued after a “freshet” from heavy 
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With Joining Fee & EFT sign-up

Valid only January 24, 2011
No refunds. No cash value. For new members.
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FREE Open House Jan 24
Come dressed to exercise

Class Schedule
Morning: 8:00am & 9:15am*

Afternoon: 4:25pm

Evening: 5:30pm & 6:35pm
*Childcare Available

Belly Dancing with Zahira Zuhra at 7:45pm

adfa

ANTIQUES P FINE ART

OUR 28TH ANNUAL

WINTER SALE!
STARTS JANUARY 14
– UP TO 65% OFF –

P

Family owned & operated.
Buying silver and fine art.

Quality consignments wanted. 
Free expert appraisals.

P

323 Elm St/Rte 101A, Milford NH
603-673-8499

www.nhantiquecoop.com

Open daily 10 - 5

NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.
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1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine

GUITAR 
LESSONS

All Styles
Jazz Trio Available
Ed Kydd, Instructor
603-598-7577

edkydd@mac.com
http://homepage.mac.com/edkydd 22

17
5

All Styles
Music for Functions

edkydd@mac.com

Nashuaguitar.com

James & Hannah McColley House (probably 1809), first dwelling south of New Boston line on former 2nd N. H. 
Turnpike (now Francestown Turnpike); the southern-most toll gate is presumed to have stood nearby.Continued on page 16  u
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