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Mont Vernon
MOVIE NIGHT @ THE LIBRARY!

“Eat, Pray, Love” starring Julia 
Roberts. Showing Thursday, Jan. 
20th at

7pm.

Children’s Winter   
Programs:

*Lapsit*
Bundle up your baby and join us 

for a play date on the four Tuesdays 
in Feb. Children ages 0-36 months 
welcome.  Registration begins Jan. 
19th.
*Storytime*

Storytime is back for the win-
ter!  Preschool children ages 3-5 are 
welcome to join us on Thursdays 
in the morning or afternoon.  Ses-
sion begins Jan 20th.  Registration 
required.  Call 673-7888 to register 
today.
*Junior Book Clubs*

New year...new titles!  Bonkers for 
Books Junior Book Club for 3rd & 
4th graders will be reading “Mary 
Poppins” by P.L.Travers this month.  
The Page Turners Junior Book Club 
for 5th and 6th graders will be read-
ing “Half Magic” by Edward Eager.  
Both books are available to borrow 
at the Daland Memorial Library.  
New members always welcome.
*MV Teen Times*

Looking for something fun to do 
on a Friday night in Mont Vernon?  
Join Teen Times!  Stop in Friday, 
Jan. 21st for DUCTIGAMI.  We’ll 
be making belts, wallets, and jewel-
ry all out of colored Duct tape.  Reg-
istration required.  Call 673-7888 to 
sign up today.
Passes to Five Museums  
Available at the Library

Visit a Museum! Passes to Four 
Museums Available at the Library

Looking for activities this fall? 
Passes are available to library pa-
trons to four area museums. Three 
are free and one has a small co-pay. 

Call or check the websites for updat-
ed information on current exhibits 
and hours open for the following: 

NEW THIS YEAR! 
Orchard House
399 Lexington St
Concord, MA 
Tel: 978-369-4118
Website: louisamayalcott.org
5 passes - each admits 2 adults/ 
seniors & 4 youths

Currier Museum of Art
201 Myrtle Way
Manchester, NH
Tel: 603-669-7194
Website: www.currier.org
Two passes - each pass admits two 

SEE Science Center
200 Bedford Street
Manchester, NH
Tel: 603-669-0400
Website: see-sciencecenter.org
3 family passes

Museum of Fine Arts
465 Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA
Tel: 617-267-9300
Website: www.mfa.org
Take away FLEX pass - one pass 
admits two adults
(NOTE: $7 co-pay for EACH adult 
began November 1 .)
Some special exhibits at the MFA 
require a ticket which is an addi-
tional charge - check the website 
for details. 

NOTE: Canterbury Shaker Village 
closed for the season on October 
31. Passes may be available again 
in the spring 2011.

Passes may be checked out for one 
week. (Take away passes are not re-
turned.) Late returns will incur a $5 
penalty. To reserve passes stop in 
or call the library at 673-7888. Or-
chard House passes made possible 
through the generosity of Jennifer 
Bernard. All other passes made pos-
sible through the fundraising efforts 
of the Friends of the Daland Memo-
rial Library.

Daland Memorial Library News
 Library hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Wed. noon - 8 p.m.;         
Fri. 2 - 6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Closed Sun. & Mon.
Phone/Fax 673-7888    E-mail: dalandlibrary@comcast.net
NEW WEBSITE: http://www.dalandlibrary.wordpress.com/
Library Director: Karen MacDonald; Children’s Program Director: Bonnie 
Angulas; Library Assistants: Allain Schnable and Amanda Geisinger.

State of NH House Of Representatives

Speaker Appoints Mont Vernon  
Selectman to Ethics Committee

Mont Vernon School District 
Deliberative Session

Mont Vernon School District Deliberative Session will 
be held on Monday, February 7 at 7pm at the Mont 
Vernon Village School.

rains on 3-4 October 1869 (which 
damaged many roads and mills 
in the area) washed it out near the 
foot of the hill close by the former 
Town Farm; lack of traffic made the 
expense of repair unjustified. The 
steep part is now overgrown but 
you can still catch glimpses of the 
road bed at certain spots – and still 
walk or ski on the stretch entering 
Mont Vernon. Head to the north-
ern end of the improperly-named 
Boston Post Road (it never was the 
post road north of its junction with 
Mont Vernon Road, having been 
built by the turnpike proprietors), 
and there straight ahead beyond the 
paved dead-end near the Mont Ver-
non line is a lovely path through the 
woods. At places where the stone 
walls still exist on both sides, you 
can see the original width of 4 rods.

Keith Pomeroy, a Mont Vernon 
old-timer, dairy farmer, former 
selectman, and past and present 
president of the Historical Soci-
ety, took me on a tour. If you turn 
from Amherst Road onto Carleton 
Road, about two-thirds of the way 
up where the brook crosses beneath 
the road, you can discern the old 
turnpike bed dropping down on the 

right (east) and climbing up on the 
left side, bounded by a stone wall. 
Continue up the road and turn left 
onto Old Amherst Road. Above 
the junction with Hillcrest Road, 
Old Amherst Road utilizes the old 
turnpike path. You can pick up the 
old route again on the Francestown 
Turnpike and there the typical turn-
pike straightness is obvious.

“The old turnpike is a notably 
hard road as far as it runs in Mont 
Vernon. It is rocky and in places 
sandy, and just at the New Boston 
line... is a long and very sandy hill, 
known as Warner Hill, which was 
always the bane of the stage-driver 
and the teamster.” (History of Mont 
Vernon, 1907.) A teamster from 
New Boston heading to Boston with 
a heavily loaded wagon would “dou-
ble up Warner’s hill” and “chain the 
wheels down the Mont Vernon hill.” 
(Farmers’ Cabinet 4/16/1873, look-
ing back.) In the interest of taking 
the most direct route, the turnpike 
builders tended to ignore the hard-
ship for the poor beasts pulling the 
wagons, coaches, sleds and sleighs. 
It sure must have been tough for 
them on the Mont Vernon hill.  
Even today, when there’s the least 
bit of snow or ice, I dislike the alter-
nate way up the hill (Rt. 13), despite 
modern tires and brakes.
The Toll Collector

According to local tradition, the 
toll gate closest to Amherst stood 
just south of the New Boston line, 
and the toll gate keeper lived in 
the last (northern-most) house on 
the east side of the present Fran-
cestown Turnpike, property that 
is now in Mont Vernon but before 
1852 lay in Lyndeborough. In the 
backyard there is the gravestone of 
“James McColley” who died in 1831 
at age 59. The newspaper notice of 
his death in Lyndeborough noted 
that he was “for many years keep-
er of the toll gate on the turnpike.” 
Per deed (81:481) dated May 1809, 
James McCowley of New Boston 
for $50 bought a portion of Abra-
ham French ‘s homestead farm in 
Lyndeborough, the new lot having 
10 rods of frontage on the turnpike 
and running 19 rods along the New 
Boston line. 

“An interesting incident is related 
[of James McColley, born 1771 in 

Hillsborough and settled in Mont 
Vernon] that one morning a strang-
er passing through the gate refused 
to pay toll, and was in the act of 
whipping up his horse to drive on, 
when the young toll taker sprang 
nimbly into the wagon and seizing 
the traveler’s hat leaped back to the 
ground, leaving him to ride on bare-
headed if he chose... rather than 
pay his toll. He quickly concluded 
he had met more than his match, 
and handed over the small sum de-
manded, to receive back his hat.” 
(Browne’s History of Hillsborough, 
N.H., 1922.) Well, he wasn’t all that 
young. I wonder if instead it was his 
adopted son, James Jr. (b. ca. 1803, 
wed 1827)?

The tolls were calculated per mile: 
1 cent for horse & rider; 1 cent for 
every 10 sheep or hogs, 2 cents for 
ever 10 cattle or horses, 2 cents for 
2-wheel chaise pulled by 1 horse, 3 

cents for 4-wheel coach with 2 hors-
es, 4 cents for 4-wheel coach with 4 
horses, 1 cent for each horse draw-
ing a sleigh, and so on. The gate had 
to be left open when the toll collec-
tor was absent.  
Crime and Punishment

The N.H. Supreme Court, at its 
session in Amherst in October 1824, 
tried the following case (reported in 

The Cabinet): “Peter Tauchee, in-
dicted for breaking and entering in 
the day time, the dwelling house of 
Abraham French in Lyndeborough 
and stealing one pair of stockings 
of the value of 50 cents, was con-
victed and sentenced to hard labor 
in the state prison for 5 years... He 
was also indicted for stealing $3 
in change from James M’Colley in 
Lyndeborough. He plead guilty to 
stealing 34 cents, and not guilty as 
to the residue. He was sentenced to 
imprisonment for 3 months in the 
county gaol [located in Amherst] to 
commence after his confinement in 
the state prison. [In both cases, he 
also had] to pay costs of prosecu-
tion. He is a foreigner.” 

McColley was also a yeoman. 
Upon his death, among the items 
auctioned off were: 1 pew in Mont 
Vernon meetinghouse and 1 right 
in Mt. V. Library; 1 pair oxen, 1 pair 

steers, 2 colts; a chaise; 11,000 shin-
gles, 5,000 boards, and carpenter’s 
tools. However, he died testate, so 
his widow, Hannah (Wilson) McC. 
evidently kept the house. She is said 
to have carried on collecting tolls 
there using a small tin box now in 
the collection of Mont Vernon’s his-
torical society. On the 1858 map, the 
house is labeled “Mrs. McColley.” 

Gravestone behind last house on east side of Francestown Turnpike in Mont 
Vernon: “Mr. JAMES McCOLLEY who died April 15, 1831, [aged] 59.” The 
stonewall on the left is said to form boundary between New Boston (north) 
and Mont Vernon.

Keith Pomeroy, president of Mont 
Vernon’s Historical Society, holds 
the “English tin trunk” used by 
the toll collector at the toll-gate in 
Lyndeborough (now Mont Vernon) 
on the Second N. H. Turnpike until 
1837.

u The Second New Hampshire Turnpike   continued from page 8

Available at PJ Currier Lumber: Retail Store • Rte. 101A, Amherst • 673-3130 • www.pjclbr.com

Amherst’s Full-Line Cabinetry Store
Our Everyday Low Prices are already 40%-50% off manufacturers’ suggested retail prices

Take 
Off
an

exTra10%
Now Thru 2/16/11

Take 
Off
an

exTra10%
Now Thru 2/16/11

Quality Semi-Custom Line
• Hand crafted in U.S.a.
• Semi-Custom and designed to meet 

your specifications
• Solid plywood construction now a 

standard feature
• 1000’s of door styles, finishes and 

wood types to choose from
• Options and embellishments to match 

your lifestyle and tastes
• Limited lifetime warranty

Attainable Luxury... Inspired by Design
... An Easy Choice

Kitchen • Dining • Bath • Office • Media Room

Deluxe Customizable Line
• Hand crafted in U.S.a.
• Many Semi-Custom options custom 

designed to fit your lifestyle
• Solid wood case construction built to 

last a lifetime
• Integrated matching door styles and 

finishes, many wood types
• kiln-dried select hardwoods with heavy 

duty hinges and guides
• Limited lifetime warranty

Life’s too short to worry about your 
cabinets.

Kitchen • Dining • Bath • Office • Media Room

4 cols. x 9 inches (36ci)

Take 
Off
an

exTra10%
Now Thru 2/16/11

Last Year’s 11% Discount Extended*

upscale Budget Line
• Hand crafted in U.S.a since 1970
• Choose Diamond for Color, 

Organization, and Craftsmanship
• Logix™ organization innovations that 

solve storage problems
• Semi-Custom cabinet options custom 

designed to your needs
• Carries MasterBrand® Cabinetry 

legacy certified by kCMa environmen-
tal Stewarship Program

• Limited lifetime warranty
*applies only to all Plywood construction

Don’t just think different; think smarter!

Kitchen • Dining • Bath • Office • Media Room

CONCORD, NH—House Speak-
er, William O’Brien, today an-
nounced John Quinlan of Mont 
Vernon as his public appointee to 
the committee that oversees legisla-
tive ethical conduct.

“I am pleased to appoint John to 
the Legislative Ethics Committee. 

He is an upstanding citizen and 
long-time civic contributor. I know 
he will be an invaluable addition,” 
said Speaker O’Brien (R-Mont Ver-
non).

Quinlan is a veteran. He sits on 
the Mont Vernon Board of Select-
men as well as the School Board.

www.TheTownPlier.com

with this coupon

with this coupon
AC 1-11-11

$2500 OFF all labor thru February

The Town Plier, llc
Home Repairs and Maintenance • 529-3609

Fully Insured www.TheTownPlier.com Free Estimates
————————————————————————————

Labor only on projects $250.00 or more.  Excludes any additional materials required to 
complete project. Limit one coupon per homeowner. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Prior projects in progress or completed are excluded. Offer expires 2/28/2011

Winter Sale
Sale doeS not apply to prior purchaSeS.

The

CloThes
 CloseT

C L O T H I N G  &  A C C E S S O R I E S

Shaw’s Lorden Plaza, 
Milford 673-3198

www.clothesclosetboutique.com

BeginS January 8th
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