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Math Night
The Amherst PTA sponsors 
Family Math Night at Wilkins 
Gym, 6-8 p.m., February 7. 
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B R I E F S

Town Of Amherst
The Deliberative Session of the Town of Am-

herst will be held on Wednesday, February 9, 
2011 at 7:00 p.m. at Souhegan High School.     

Amherst School District
The Deliberative Session of the Amherst 

School District will be held on Tuesday, February 
10, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at Souhegan High School.   

Voting for School District Officers and War-
rants will be held on Tuesday, March 8, 2011 at 
Souhegan High School from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 

Souhegan Cooperative School 
District

The Deliberative Session of the Souhegan Co-
operative School District will be held on Tuesday, 
February 8, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at Souhegan High 
School.     

Voting for School District Officers and Warrants 
will be held on Tuesday, March 8, 2011 at the 
following locations:     
*  Amherst Voters-Souhegan High 

School, 6:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.     
*  Mont Vernon Voters-Mont Vernon 

Village School, 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m

AMHERST REPUBLICANS
Monthly Meeting will be held on  
Saturday, February 5, 8:00 AM

Joey’s Diner, Route 101A, Amherst.  Guest 
speaker will be Andrew Hemingway, chairman of 
the Republican Liberty Caucus of New Hamp-
shire. Read more about this organization at www.
rlcnh.org.  For more information please visit www.
amherstrepublicans.org 

Lions Roast Beef Dinner To 
Benefit New Reviewing Stand

The Amherst Lions Club will be giving citizens 
an opportunity to get a great meal at a reason-
able price and feel good about it.  We will be 
hosting our 5th annual Roast Beef Supper at the 
Amherst Middle School on February 4th.   Din-
ner will be served from 5:30 to 7:30.  Tickets 
are only $10.00 for the complete dinner ($7.00 
for children under twelve).  Our first four dinners 
raised enough money to save the sight of over 
1500 people.

This year, however, the entire net proceeds will 
be used to help pay for a new, portable Reviewing 
Stand for the Town of Amherst.  So come out to 
the Middle School, have dinner with us, and help 
the Town of Amherst get a new Reviewing Stand 
without using your tax dollars. Tickets can be ob-
tained at the door or every Saturday morning at 
the Amherst Post Office from 9:00-12:00 AM be-
ginning January 16.  For more information on the 
Lions programs or the Roast Beef Dinner, contact 
any Lion or Lion Bob Flegal (935-9705).

Fan Appreciation Night for 
Souhegan Girls Basketbll

On Wednesday, February 2 the SHS Girls 
Basketball team will be hosting a Fan Apprecia-
tion Night.  Each person who attends the game 
will be given a chance to win one of many prizes 
to be raffled off that night.  Top prize is a two 
night stay for four at Kelly’s Landing (Moosehead 
Lake)!  Other prizes include a $50 Sports Author-
ity gift card, Fisher Cat tickets, Toadstool and 
Panera Bread gift cards, Mike’s Auto gift basket 
and many, many other fun prizes!  TWO free raffle 
tickets will be given with each paid admission.  
Souhegan fans will be given a free Sabers Bas-
ketball wristband!  We hope to PACK THE HOUSE!

Come to SHS on Wednesday night (2/2) to 
watch the JV (5:00) and Varsity (6:30) games!  
All student athletes (middle school age and 
younger) who attend the game in their team 
jersey are admitted free! Come and join in a fun 
and festive atmosphere in support of Girls Bas-
ketball and have a chance to win a great prize! 
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SportsFolio
Local ski teams and racers find  
plenty of snow available for Alpine  
and Nordic courses. 

Firefighters
Mont Vernon is seeking to add more 
firefighters to its roster. One member  
is featured in today’s issue.
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Town Budget Increases by 5.5%
Half the increase results from road improvement bond passage last year.

Amherst School District Presents 
a Lean Budget to the Voter

Funds Requested for Security  
Upgrades at Souhegan High

 By Cliff Ann Wales

Amherst School District 
is projecting an increase in 
the school tax rate of $0.08 
to $9.65.  The FY2012 bud-
get presented by the Am-
herst District School Board 
is $23,532,210, an increase 
of $161,066 (.69%).  The in-
creases are found in the 
reading program imple-
mentation (textbooks and 
instructional materials) and 
technology (equipment up-
grades and replacements). 
The default budget if the 
operating budget fails is 
$23,318,972.  

FY2011 budget was fac-
tored on a student popu-
lation at Clark-Wilkins 
School of 679.  This bud-
get projects enrollment to 
be 609.  Also enrollment 
at Amherst Middle School 
is expected to drop from 
821 to 767.  The loss of 124 
students will result in a re-
duction in 2.83 professional 
staff and 1.2 support staff.

Article 13 on the warrant 
asks the voter to approve the 
collective bargaining agree-
ment with the Amherst 
Education Association.  A 
majority  vote will raise 
$371,910 for the FY2012.

Article 15 raises $60,000 
to be added to the capi-
tal facilities repair, main-
tenance and improvement 
expendable trust fund.  Up 
to $30,000 is to be fund-
ed from the year end sur-
plus fund and $30,000 to be 
raised by taxes.

The budget and warrant 
article “respects the eco-
nomic climate” and “sup-
ports all or our existing ed-
ucational goals.”

The deliberative meeting 
for the Amherst School Dis-
trict is Thursday, February 
10, 7 p.m. at the Souhegan 
High School.

By Cliff Ann Wales

Article #5 on the Souhe-
gan Cooperative High 
School raises $379,595 to 
install a computerized lock 
down system in the main 
building and the annex. Tax 
impact: Amherst - $0.18 and 
Mont Vernon - $0.24.

Parents have been asking 
for security upgrades in-
cluding cameras at Souhe-
gan for the past year after 
the tragic killing of Kimber-
ly Cates in Mont Vernon.

In a September 2010 let-
ter published on these pages 
the Souhegan School Board 

wrote: “The tragic events 
of last year are still fresh 
for many of us. They have 
left us, as communities and 
places of learning, changed 
forever. We come into this 
new year with a heightened 
awareness of safety and se-
curity for our schools …”

After considerable discus-
sion the board is request-
ing the funds ($379,595) 
for security upgrades in 
both buildings on campus.  
A simple majority vote is 
needed to pass.

The operating budget 
proposed for FY 2012 totals 
$18,3588,322, an increase of 

$71,4895 ($0.39%). The de-
fault budget is $17,982,064.

The cost of regular edu-
cation programs has in-
creased by 2.85% while spe-
cial education has declined 
by 9.38%.  Operation and 
maintenance of facilities 
increased by 10% and sup-
port services – technology 
dropped by 7.36%.

For Amherst the Souhe-
gan school tax will increase 
by $0.02 and Mont Vernon 
will increase by $0.41.

In addition to a warrant 
article for security upgrades, 
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By Cliff Ann Wales

The 2012 town budget, 
presented by the Board 
of Selectmen at the pub-
lic hearing Monday, Janu-
ary 17th, represents a 5.5% 
increase in spending over 
last year.   The proposed 
budget of $10,299,569.18 is 
an increase of $538,924.64.  
The largest dollar increas-
es ($262,227.18) are in the 
principal and interest, long 
term bonds and notes ac-

counts which is the cost 
of the road reconstruction 
bond approved by the voter 
last year. That is almost half 
the spending increases in 
the budget. 

Also increasing is assess-
ing and revaluation of prop-
erty which shows an in-
crease of $45,962 (26%).

Decreases in the budget 
can be found in the Souhe-
gan Regional Landfill Dis-
trict account which has a 
32% decline.  The town is 

recycling more and trash-
ing less which is cost effec-
tive for the town.  Also the 
contract with the Landfill 
District has decreased dra-
matically.

If the budget fails at the 
polls, the default budget 
would be $10,136,943.  BOS 
chair, George Infanti says 
that one or two depart-
ments will have to decrease 
their services under the de-
fault budget. 

Article 22 on the warrant 
is a bond for $2,100,260 to 
reconstruct three bridges 
in town.  During the an-
nual inspection by the New 
Hampshire Department of 
Transportation the New 
Boston Road Bridge over 
the Beaver Brook, Manches-
ter Road Bridge over Beaver 
Brook and the Horace Gree-
ley Road Bridge over Pulpit 
Brook were red listed.  The 

Continued on page 3  u

Local resident and NHAS club member Ed Ting with his collection of telescopes.

Amherst Town Library 

Introduction to Astronomy/Skywatch

Amherst PTA Production

“Music Man” is 
Coming To Town 

Music Director Jim Emmond, Directors Dave Ostrowski and 
Kevin Linkroum.

AMHERST – The 59th 
Annual Amherst PTA pro-
duction of “The Music Man” 
is under way.  Auditions were 
held Tuesday January 4th 
and Wednesday January 5 
at Clark School in Amherst, 
with a tremendous turnout.  
Thank you to everyone who 
came out!   The first cast re-
hearsal was held on Sunday 
January 9th.   Directors this 
year are local veteran actors 
Dave Ostrowski and Kevin 
Linkroum, with Music Di-
rection by Jim Emmond and 
Choreography by Liz Cal-
abria of Kathy Blake Dance 
Studios.  Advising the direc-
tors is seasoned actor, direc-
tor and NHTA nominee for 
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Amherst Garden Club

Preservation of Flowers, 
Herbs, and Grasses

AMHERST – Pauline 
Elizabeth Bergassi, artist 
and gardener from Shrews-
bury, Massachusetts, will be 
the speaker at the February 
3 meeting of the Amherst 
Garden Club to be held at 
the Amherst Congregation-
al Church.  Ms. Bergassi will 
discuss preserving flowers, 
herbs, and grasses from the 
garden with the purpose of 
creating botanical art and 
keepsakes.  She will cover 
several different methods 
of preservation including 
using silica crystals, micro-
waving, waxing, and press-
ing.  Samples of preserved 
items using each medium 
will be shown.

The program will begin 
at 10:30 A.M. preceded by a 
social time and short busi-
ness meeting.  Guests are 

invited to join members at 
9:00 A.M. for coffee and re-
freshments.

Pauline Elizabeth Bergassi to 
speak to garden club.

Auditioning Jenn Fichera and 
her daughter Kazi.  Jenn cast 
as Alma, and Kazi as Youth 
Townsperson.

AMHERST – The New Hamp-
shire Astronomical Society will 
put on a skywatch at the Amherst 
Town Library on Friday, February 
11th at 5 PM (weather permitting.)  
NHAS members will be on hand 
with their telescopes to show the 
moon and other astronomical ob-
jects.  The skywatch will be preced-
ed by an “Introduction to Astrono-
my” indoor talk given by Amherst 
resident and telescope enthusiast, 
Ed Ting. The talk will start at 4 pm 
in the Johnson Meeting Room.

The occasion of the skywatch is 
the donation of a telescope to the 
library. 

The telescope will be available for 
checkout, like a book.  Local NHAS 
club members will be available to 
“mentor” if needed. The telescope 
will circulate with basic operat-
ing instructions and is intended to 
give beginners the chance to ex-
plore a “real” telescope.

Through the Library Telescope 
Program, NHAS donates tele-
scopes to local New Hampshire 

Libraries. There are currently tele-
scopes in 18 New Hampshire li-
braries and the list is growing all 
the time. 

The event is free and open to the 
public. You can register by calling 
673.2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”

The rain date for the skywatch is 
Monday, February 14th.


