
�  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  J A N U A R Y   2 5 ,   2 0 1 1  •  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m   

Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., February 8, 2011

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, February 2

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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AMHERST	 CITIZEN
The

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Sun Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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**SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETINGS**
Conservation Com. 2nd Sunday  7:00 p.m.
Cemetery Trustees   
Fire Department 1st Monday  7:00 p.m.
Historic District Comm. 3rd Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Library Trustees 3rd Monday  7:30 p.m.
Planning Board 1st & 3rd Wed.   7:30 p.m.
Recreation Commission 2nd Tuesday of Mo.  7:00 p.m.
Rescue Squad 1st & 3rd Wed.  7:30 p.m.
Selectmen Mondays  7:00 p.m.
Zoning Bd. of Adjustment 3rd Tuesday  7:30 p.m.
Heritage Commission 2nd Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Souhegan Reg. Landfill 1st Thursday  7:30 p.m.
     
Most of the above meetings are held in the Town Hall, 2 Main Street. 
Fire Department meets at the Central Station, 177 Amherst Street 
Library Trustees at the Town Library, 14 Main Street 
Rescue Squad at the Rescue Bay, 175 Amherst Street. 
Cemetery Trustees meet at the Highway Barn, 22 Dodge Road 
Contact the Landfill District at 424-4128 to confirm the meeting place and 
time.
*The meetings are open to the public.

— �011 —
February 8 
February 22 
march 3 
March 22 
April 12 
April 26 
May 10 
May 24 

June 14 
June 28 
July 26 
August 30* 
September 13
September  27
October 11
October 25

Guns in the Legislature
To the Editor:

 In light of the dreadful events in Arizona, I am scandalized that our new 
Republican dominated NH legislature has quickly overturned a 40 year 
rule which banned guns in the State House in Concord.  What can they be 
thinking?  They argue that they need their guns to protect themselves from 
people with criminal intent.  Are they looking to have a fire fight on the 
legislative floor?  Citizens who take the law into their own hands can easily 
make mistakes and shoot innocent people during any such gun fight. 

Wouldn’t it be safer for all concerned to ban guns as they have been 
banned for 40 years? 

 Will legislators with divergent views from the majority have the courage 
to speak up when they know that people who disagree with them have hid-
den guns?  Will such a law really lead to civilized fearless discourse in our 
legislative halls.  I don’t think so.  We now live in an era where people who 
have progressive or liberal views are demonized regularly.  Progressive is 
just another name for the Democrats who will be the ones with divergent 
views from the majority and who may feel threatened whenever they dis-
agree with the majority.  Guns do not belong in a civilized legislative envi-
ronment.

 

Nancy Iannuzzelli
Amherst

Status of Superintendent Search
To the editor:

Thank you for your patience as we navigate our way through the search 
for our new school superintendent. This information is intended to give you 
the latest information on the process.

November 23, 2010 marked the original due date for superintendent ap-
plications. Shortly thereafter, the SAU #39 School Board determined that 
it preferred a larger pool of highly qualified candidates and took two im-
portant steps to that end: 1) the position was readvertised with a new sub-
mission date of January 7, 2011 and 2) after a further review of salaries in 
neighboring school districts in Massachusetts, the school board increased 
the salary range to $137,500-$150,000 from the original range of $127,500-
$137,500.

Due to the extended submission date of January 7, the school board also 
decided to alter some of the process steps of the search. The purpose here 
is to facilitate the search expeditiously but without compromising the in-
volvement of interested stakeholders.

To that end, the school board asked a sub-committee of the board (six 
in total-two from each of the districts), along with the NHSBA consultant 
and HR to review all applications on January 8, 2011. It will screen those 
applications to about five highly qualified candidates who meet the leader-
ship profile that was developed from the input of school and community 
members.

The vetted candidates will be interviewed by the Advisory Search Com-
mittee on January 15, 2011 and the field will be narrowed to about three fi-
nalists. This will be followed by a Candidates Forum the evening of January 
24, 2011 at the Souhegan High School Theatre. Please mark your calendars 
accordingly so that you may have the opportunity to meet the candidates, 
raise questions of them and respond to the school board through the feed-
back forms that will be available to you on that evening.

From this point a subcommittee of the school board will conduct site 
visits to the home school districts of the top three finalists. The SAU#39 
School Board will then schedule interviews of all final candidates in mid-
February with a decision scheduled for the end of February.

On behalf of the SAU #39 School Board, I thank you in advance for your 
support of this involved process. We will send further information to you 
as things progress.

Sincerely,
Christine Janson, Chair
SAU #39 School Board

Arnie Arnesen is Coming To Town
To The editor:

Arnie Arnesen if coming to town!  WMD - Women Making a Difference 
invite you to attend an afternoon with Arnie on Sunday, January 30, 2011, 
at 3:00 in the Amherst Library.  

“Longtime radio and TV talk host, Arnie Arnesen, is the recovered con-
science of political discourse.  Arnie uses an open-source conversation-
al style, engaging hearts and minds with energy, extraordinary alertness, 
quickness of mind and most of all, a great, good humor.  Arnie sets a high 
standard, leading guests and audiences to discover thoughts and ideas that 
examine social, political and moral positions from all sides, conveying the 
ultimate message of respect: make the decision for yourself.”

Arnie has served in the New Hampshire legislature, run for Governor 
of New Hampshire, run for the US House of Representatives and received 
awards galore.  “Before, during and after these political interruptions, she 
managed to pursue her real passion - talk radio.”  Most of her stints were in 
AM talk, but she also did a point-counterpoint show on Public Radio.  Her 
radio programs have covered the landscape of NH, and she was recognized 
as the Air Personality of the Year in 2004 and 2005 by the NH Association 
of Broadcasters.  Arnie can still be heard every Friday on WKBK radio in 
Keene, is a regular political analyst on Iowa public radio and a guest host 
on Air America. 

Arnie’s advice to political candidates is:  “Political candidates have a 
choice...they can either pander to people’s fears in an effort to win or speak 
the truth in order to lead.”  Arnie speaks the truth  

If you have never heard Arnie, you have a treat in store; she is a firecrack-
er!  On a 5th Sunday in January, we can’t think of a better way to enliven an 
afternoon than to spend some time with Arnie.  Please join us!  

Nan Stearns
Amherst

New Hampshire Will Be Returned 
To a Sound Fiscal Status 
To the editor:

 
Over the past half century democratic governments through out the 

world and states in America have spent at frenzied pace, borrowing and 
raising taxes to cover the bloated budgets and bigger governments. As we 
all know, everything in life must end and the current economic climate has 
caused all to recognize that it is time to pay the piper.

  Fortunately New Hampshire is in a better state then most, but, even so, 
we are projected to begin the next budget (July 2011 to June 2012) with a $ 
900,000,000 deficit if no action is taken. This is the projection is not mine 
but one made by the New Hampshire Legislative Budget Agency. To put 
this deficit into perspective it is approximately 18% of out budget in the 
simplest terms.

 How did it happen when we announced a $60,000,000 surplus for the 
first year of our current budget ending June 30, 2011. Here is how the sur-
plus occurred. In the first year of the two-year budget we used $500,000,000 
of one-time federal stimulus funds; we will not receive a second gift from 
the Feds for the next budget. We overspent the Medicaid account, and now 
must reimburse the Feds. We borrowed from the university system and the 
highway fund, and must pay it back. We bonded highway and school aid for 
new local schools rather than pay for them with current revenues as we did 
in the past, and we will pay for these bonded projects into the future. As a 
result we start the new budget with an almost trillion dollar hole.

Being in a deficit position is not new for New Hampshire. For many de-
cades we have budgeted for spending greater than revenue estimates. As a 
result the solution for both parties in power has been to raise taxes. This so-
lution will not work if we are to encourage prosperity in New Hampshire.

 We will resolve the financial condition two ways. Revenues are down, 
the real estate tax and business taxes, and they will recover, especially if we 
make an effort to encourage business in New Hampshire. This will result 
in employment. Second, and immediately, we must make massive budget 
cuts.

This is where we are. Your legislature, both Republicans and Democrats, 
will return New Hampshire to a sound fiscal status. It won’t be easy, but we 
will. Please give us time.

 

Robert H. Rowe, Representative 
from Amherst and Milford

Gratifying To See Support For 
Those Who Need Assistance 
To the editor:

It is with truly heartfelt appreciation that we at SHARE Outreach ac-
knowledge the tremendous generosity of our communities here in the 
Souhegan Valley. In the past few months, we have seen an outpouring of 
support for our programs that help those in need. 

Families, individuals, book groups, groups of friends, businesses, civic or-
ganizations, and churches adopted our families by buying gifts, gift cards, 
and making financial donations that helped make the holidays happier for 
those who are struggling financially. Several local businesses and churches 
facilitated donations by placing trees in their buildings. 

Schools, neighborhoods, and businesses held food drives, allowing us to 
fill Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets and have some on reserve for the 
winter months ahead, when donations are typically down.

SHARE provided holidays baskets and gifts for just over 400 families. No 
one was denied help. Even families who came for assistance right before 
Christmas were given gifts and food.  This is all thanks to the generosity of 
our donors.

Many helped SHARE with financial donations that allow us to assist those 
in need with rent, heat, prescriptions, transportation, and other necessities 
throughout the year. In 2010, SHARE assisted 695 different families rep-
resenting 1900 individuals. Many of these families struggled  through the 
year, requiring help several times. We spent well over $350,000 in direct 
support of client needs for those struggling temporarily due to the poor 
economy and for those who live in chronic poverty. In addition, the SHARE 
Food Pantry distributed a week’s worth of groceries 5500 times.

In addition to donations of money and goods, we thank the many vol-
unteers who gave selflessly of their time during what is for most of us, the 
busiest time of year. SHARE would not function without our dedicated vol-
unteer help.

It is gratifying to see the support of those who need assistance by our 
community members. During the past few years, many of us have become 
aware of what it is like to live with little as we ourselves and our families 
and neighbors struggle with unemployment and other challenges.  To ev-
eryone who helped SHARE this holiday season and throughout the year, 
thank you.

Sincerely,
Christine Janson
Executive Director, SHARE Outreach

Good Governance and   
Transparency?
To the editor:

There is no doubt that Amherst has one of the finest public town libraries 
in the state and for that Amherst citizens should recognize the work that 
the Library Trustees and staff have done over many years.  This letter to the 
editor attempts to bring to light a very complex relationship in our Town 
government. Understanding town government is very complicated and dif-
ficult for most of us. But, if you believe that good governance and transpar-
ency are fundamental to government, it is essential that you take the time to 
understand the distinctive relationship between the separate governmental 
bodies within the Town of Amherst. The Town is governed by an elected 
Board of Selectman (BoS), and the Library is governed by elected Library 
Trustees.  The relationship of the Library to the Town is similar to the re-
lationship between the Town and the Amherst School District: a separate 
governing BoS and School Board, separate budgets, and separate spending 
authorities. They are separately elected, hold a separate budget processes, 
and have separate elections to approve their budgets. However, the Town 
and the Library have a different process that does not provide the same clear 
governance and transparency to the budgeting process.

The specific issue of concern is that the Library Trustees prepare a budget 
for the Library and deliver it to the BoS. By law that budget must be accept-
ed and cannot be altered by the BoS as part of the Town budget. While the 
BoS can request changes, the Library Trustees are within their legal rights 
to refuse to do so. This has the potential of increasing the Library budget 
disproportionally compared to other departments within the town such as 
Fire, Police, EMS, and the Department of Public Works. 

Presently the Library Trustees prepare their budget as do the other town 
departments. The budgets are reviewed by the BoS and brought to the De-
liberative Session where any voting citizen, has the opportunity to examine 
the Town budget. The purpose of the Deliberative Session held on Febru-
ary 9 is to approve the text on the warrant articles for the ballot; this ballot 
is then voted on by the electorate on March 8. It is important to note that 
votes at the Deliberative Session only approve the ballot and do not approve 
the actual budget. 

At the Deliberative Session, the BoS present a total budget number bro-
ken down by department, including the Library Trustee’s budget. The BoS 
do not have the authority to reject or change the Library Trustee’s budget 
and only the total budget which includes the Library is presented on the 
March ballot. To improve transparency, the Library Trustees have decided 
to provide more detail on their budget at the Deliberative Session.  This is 
a commendable improvement, but there still remains a far more serious 
transparency issue because the voters at the March ballot election are only 
voting on a single Town budget dollar number.  Since the BoS are obligated 
to include the Library budget amount as part of the Town Warrant article, 
voters are not given an opportunity to vote on the Library budget directly.  
The BoS have the option of presenting the library budget directly on a sepa-
rate warrant article.  To date, they have not chosen to do so.

At the Deliberative Session, those present can amend the Library bud-
get either up or down. In addition, the Town budget can be amended up 
or down, but any changes to the Town budget have no effect on the Li-
brary budget and vice versa. For example, if the Town budget is decreased 
by $200,000, the burden of this decrease must be legally born by the Town 
departments but not the Library. While this amendment process has been 
available, it is not well known, understood or normally exercised.  

Is this good governance and transparency? The voters hold the BoS ac-
countable for the budget. However, the BoS under the law cannot amend 
the Library Trustee’s budget; and, therefore, are in reality not able to man-
age the whole Town budget. Under good governance principles, account-
able parties need to be in control of their budgets and spending. The current 
process limits this principle.  In addition, since the Library Trustee’s budget 
does not appear on the March ballot, the voters do not have the ability to 
vote on the Library budget directly, and therefore, there is a lack of trans-
parency for the voter.  

Is there a Remedy? There is another process in which a separate warrant 
article can be brought to the voters at the Deliberative Session to approve 
the Library Trustee’s budget. A group of citizens have done so with two pe-
tition warrant articles.  Due to space limitations, we will address the specif-
ics of the two Petition Warrant Articles in a follow up letter to the editor.  
The Library is an important facet in the lives of Amherst’s citizens; and, the 
present and former Library Trustees and staff are responsible for making 
this Library something which all Amherst citizens can be proud of. 

David Chen and Peter Eiche
Amherst

David and Peter are members of the Amherst Ways and Means Committee, 
who are speaking on their own behalf, not as members of the committee.


