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Commentary

Do We Still Need A Library?
Some people thought that the Internet would replace libraries. Instead, 

we have seen double digit growth in the use of the Amherst Library in the 
past several years. Libraries are a place for opportunity, education, self-help 
and lifelong learning.  In Amherst, it is a place where the whole commu-
nity can come together to learn, share and discover 63 hours each week.  
Your library is more than a physical gathering place where people of all 
ages receive assistance from trained information professionals - librarians 
– who locate and interpret  information both onsite and online. Preschool-
ers come with their parents to story time. Students come to the library to 
do critical research and find a place to study with friends.  Seniors keep in 
touch with family across the country using free Internet access. Patrons 
of all ages attend our stimulating and varied programs and concerts. Our 
reference librarians help job seekers get connected with resources to help 
them land their next interview, and  small business owners tap into the da-
tabases, journals and other resources needed to complete  business plans 
that will secure a bank loan. Google may return 50,000 items in a search; 
our librarians look quickly with quality, not quantity driving the search.  
During the difficult economic conditions of these past few years, we have 
seen the use of the Library increase dramatically. Circulation which nor-
mally increases around 2% a year has increased by over 10% for each of the 
past 2 years as people turn to the Library for its impressive array of free re-
sources including bestsellers, the latest DVDs, and even downloadable eb-
ooks and audiobooks for your Nook or iPod.

While the Library is free to our patrons as required by New Hampshire 
statutes, residents support the Library through the budget process. Under 
state law, the Library is governed by an elected board of trustees. As your 
representatives, we work with the Library Director to propose a budget that 
is presented to the Board of Selectmen for comment and then at the De-
liberative Session on February 9 for discussion as part of the Town budget. 
The Trustees of the Library and the Board of Selectman have a long estab-
lished and collaborative working relationship so that the process is both 
cooperative and rigorous.  The combined Library and Town budget will 
be voted on at the Town elections on March 8.  This year the Trustees are 
proposing a library budget that is down by .34% from last year even though 
our health insurance rates are increasing 15% and the dues for our shared 
library computer system are increasing by 9%. We are able to do this while 
still maintaining the high level of service that our patrons have come to ex-
pect in part through gifts and donations from local organizations and gen-
erous individuals. This past year we were able to replace the carpet in the 
lower library and Children’s room through a Bean Foundation grant and 
donations from the Friends of the Library and other community groups 
and individuals.  The Amherst Library was ranked as one of the 5 most ef-
fective town libraries in the state because our patrons use the library more 
per capita than most communities and greatly value the services they re-
ceive and the hours the facility is open to them. 

Thank you for your past support.  This year we face challenges in the 
budget process.  Please help us maintain our services to the community by 
attending the Deliberative Session on February 9 and voting at the town 
elections on March 8.   

 Donald Holden, 
Chairman, Amherst Library Trustees

selectmen support the bond as does 
the Ways and Means Committee.

The warrant has articles on the 
Police Union contract, Mosquito 
surveillance and control, lease/pur-
chase of a rescue/pumper for fire 
department, funding for recreation 
land purchase for LUCT funds, es-
tablishment of Forestview Cemetery 
expendable trust, ambulance capital 
reserve fund, communications cen-
ter capital reserve fund, town com-
puter capital reserve fund, Souhegan 

Valley Transportation collaborative 
subsidy, Health and Human ser-
vices agencies, Conservation Com-
mission authority to expend funds 
for land purchases outside Amherst 
and by petition two articles to make 
the library operating budget a sepa-
rate warrant article.

These will all be discussed and 
voted on at the deliberative meet-
ing on Wednesday, February 9 at 7 
p.m. at Souhegan High School audi-
torium.

the voter will be asked to approve 
the costs included in the agreement 
between the Souhegan Cooperative 
School Board and the professional 
and support staff at the high school.  
The estimated increase this year is 
$114,714. Tax impact: Amherst - 
$0.06 and Mont Vernon - $0.07.

The Souhegan Cooperative School 
Board requests that $65,000 from 

the year end surplus July 1, 2011 
be added to the Expendable Trust 
Fund for school maintenance. Tax 
impact: Amherst - $0.03 and Mont 
Vernon - $0.04.

The Souhegan Coop School Dis-
trict budget will be discussed at the 
deliberative meeting on Tuesday, 
February 8 at 7 p.m. at Souhegan 
High School auditorium.

Whimsey is Closing...

Store

*ALL SALES FINAL. Excludes any prior sales or discounts. 
Consignors and Trollbeads are excluded.  Please, no exceptions.

Fixtures, displays, furniture, lighting, etc. available for purchase for far less than what they cost us.  

         time for Me to take a...time-out!
Whimsey Square Gift Shoppe

"This is truly the hardest note for me to write. 
Whimsey Gift Shoppe will be closing it's door at Salzburg Square.

As most of you know, it has been a difficult time for me, my family and 
my wonderful Whimsey family.  I want to thank you all for your loyalty 

and great caring.  This has truly been part of a wonderful journey.   
I have met some amazing people who have touched my life greatly & 

I feel truly blessed to have met and shared so much with you all.
A very special thank you to my Whimsey family, Meg, Amanda, Louis, 

Joann, Jen, Tracy & Steve. We have already started our closing process 
and will continue until the end of Jan./beginning of Feb.

Please stop in to see us before we start our next journey!"

 — Donna-Marie

Salzburg Square • Route 101 
Amherst • 673-3111

75%
all Christmas

off* 50%
Storewide

off*

www.devineflooring.com

In the former Bursey’s Market location
438 Gibbons Highway

Route 101W • 654-5400
Wilton, NH 03086

STORE HOURS:
Tuesday-Friday: 10AM-6PM

Saturday: 10AM-4PM
CLOSED: Sundays & Mondays

New Store
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION!

These specials & more good through January 2011!
Come see our beautiful new store... you’ll be floored!

Come To our monTh-Long

In-Stock Closeout

 70% OFF
All Area Rugs 

including 8x10 and 6x9 100% wool area

rug  closeouts by designer 

Geoffrey Hirst
All Carpet Orders10% OFFMade by 1/29/11 

Includes FREE pad upgrade!

Free AreA rug
with any wood flooring purchase of $500 or more*

*Exclusions apply. Ask for details

uP
TO

milford Area Flooring Pros since 1983!
Our First Year in Wilton!

Commentary

Budget Discipline Needed to   
Improve Economy

The NH House and Senate Ways & Means and Finance Committees have 
held joint hearings since the beginning of the 2011 Legislative session on 
January 5, 2011.  The purpose has been to understand the economic land-
scape in NH and the US as a foundation for fashioning the revenue esti-
mates and spending plans for the coming biennium for Fiscal Years (FY) 
2012 and 2013.  The new 2 year budget, by law, must be in place, and be bal-
anced by June 30, 2011.

So, where are we?  We are in FY 2011, and the FY 2010 surplus built on 
borrowing and optimistic forecasts has disappeared, and we are now in def-
icit as Federal Medicaid funds have not arrived in the quantity forecasted, 
and the $60 million of NH State property sales have not, and will not ma-
terialize as no assets have been identified beyond two Manchester houses.  
The Governor needs to act now to salvage the FY 2011 budget passed by his 
administration in June 2009.

The current NH economy presents a mixed picture.  Real Estate home 
prices are down 27% from the 2006 peak, but now appear to be more stable 
at their reduced level.  There are about 15,000 homes for sale that at the 
current pace will take about 15 months to sell.  2010 will be a record year 
with some 4,000 foreclosed deeds which is about 10 times the pre-recession 
rate.  Fewer than 2,000 new units were added, which is the lowest pace in 40 
years.  The somber Real Estate environment is directly related to the high ( 
20% plus) unemployment in the construction industry, and sharply reduced 
revenue from the Real Estate Transfer tax.  The good news is the 38% reduc-
tion in cost for a conventional 30 year mortgage with a 20% down payment, 
makes housing much more affordable for those who can meet mortgage 
credit conditions.

New Hampshire unemployment peaked in the 1st Quarter of 2010 at 7% 
and has since declined to the present 5.4% at year end.  While the trend 
is certainly positive and welcome, a deeper look into the numbers is war-
ranted.  The way the numbers are calculated is that any pay check is equally 
counted in defining a “job”; but there are many individuals, who are work-
ing part time, and who are counted as employed, but who want full time 
employment, or who are “under employed” given their education and skills.  
When these factors are taken into account, the actual effective unemploy-
ment rate in NH is over 11%.  The best ‘social program” is a job, so in build-
ing the FY 2012-2013 State Budget encouraging enterprise that can lead to 
more jobs and rising income is a primary objective.

Given this economic landscape, what happens next?  The House Ways 
and Means Committee expect to complete “Revenue Estimates” by the end 
of January, 2011 and the House Leadership and Finance Committee will 
fashion a budget that lives within these means.  To do so will require signifi-
cant expenditure reductions in all state agencies, but particularly through 
Pension and Education Adequacy reforms and Health and Human Services 
reductions.  Additionally, regulatory barriers that can restrain job growth 
will be examined, but in circumstances such as the FRM fraud, state gov-
ernment organizational structure and responsibility must be clarified and 
strengthen to prevent future such occurrences.

The present FY 2011 budget relied upon extensive borrowing and bond-
ing, tax and fee increases across a broad spectrum and Federal Stimulus 
funds that will not be available for the next budget.  Also a number of these 
increases were “temporary” and will “sunset” back to their original level on 
July 1, 2011 such as the increase in automobile registration fees.  This cur-
rent “one time money” is approximately $800 million.  If the NH economy 
continues its fragile but steady improvement, and revenues increase around 
3%, the $800 million “hole” could be reduced to about $680 million.  In or-
der to close this remaining gap, expense reductions of as much as 10-12% 
in state spending would be required.  Reductions of this dimension are un-
precedented in post World War II NH, given that under both Democrat and 
Republican legislatures only one reduction under Governor Merrill of 1% 
has ever been achieved since WW II.

New Hampshire’s economy and citizens are resilient, and we are in many 
ways in better condition than our New England neighbors, or other states…
but the NH House and Senate understand the need for budgetary discipline 
that will lead to more sustainable employment growth, balanced state bud-
gets, and improved economic conditions for all NH citizens.

 
Respectfully,
Bill Belvin, State Representative
Hillsborough 6, Milford/Amherst

Hitty Preble Tea for Children 
AMHERST – The Nellie W. Per-

kins Doll and Miniature Society, 
UFDC,  will host a Hitty Preble Tea 
for children ages 8-12, on Satur-
day, March 19 at 1 p.m.  There is no 
fee, but children must be registered 
in order to attend, as space is very 
limited.  Contact Ann Bergin at ac-
bergin@aol.com to register and be 
apprised of the location and other 
information.

The tea will celebrate the famous 
story Hitty, Her First Hundred Years,  
a doll novel written by Rachel Field 
and illustrated by Dorothy Lathrop.   
It was published in 1929.  In 1930, it 
won the prestigious Newbery Med-
al for excellence in American chil-
dren’s literature..   The book tells 
of an all wooden doll named Hitty, 
who was carved in the early 1800’s,  
for a young Maine girl. The story re-
veals Hitty’s adventures.. one min-

ute she is squeezed between sofa 
cushions, the next she is  lost un-
der the ocean and is even found in a 
hayloft!    As she moves from person 
to person in her first 100 years, she 
finds herself living in  Boston, India,  
New Orleans,  and  in the South Pa-
cific.The actual doll who inspired 
the story, was once owned by author 
Field,  and currently resides at the 
Stockbridge Library Association in 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts.

At the tea, children will learn 
about Hitty, have refreshments, re-
ceive a favor, and craft a doll item 
relating to Hitty. It is suggested that 
parents obtain the book and read it 
with their children prior to the tea....
and that attending children bring 
their favorite doll for Show and Tell! 
Parents shall accompany their chil-
dren to the event, and be available at 
all times at the site.  

Creative Carpenter
Handyman Services
Professional  n  Reliable  n Honest  n  Since 1985

 Complete General Maintenance Services
Special: 35/8” Crown Molding (12’x12’ room) $149 

Now Accepting Driveway Snowplowing Customers

Call Ray: 603-493-4217 or email: creativecarpenter@mindspring.com

Serving Amherst & Surrounding Communities • Fully Insured

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

u Town Budget Increases 5.5%   continued from page 1

u SHS Funds Requested   continued from page 1


