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Town Library Art Exhibit
The featured artists at the Am-

herst Town Library for mid-January 
through February will be the Adult 
Evening Enrichment students. Stop in 
and see the wonderful examples from 
the classes that these talented adults 
have attended. Get inspired to take a class 
yourself!   Some of the past and present art 
or craft class offerings include watercolor, pot-
tery, stained glass, metal smithing, photography, fly 
tying and quilting. Other interesting classes are yoga, 
cooking, foreign languages, rock climbing and career 
planning.  

Winter classes begin the week of January 24 and run 
for 6 weeks.  The Spring term of classes will begin the 
week March 28 for another 6 weeks. All courses and 
workshops meet at Souhegan High School. For a de-
tailed schedule and course descriptions go to www.
sprise.com and click on ‘Community Ed’ in the ‘Quick 
Links’ menu. For inquiries, please send email to Maggie 
Paul at mpaul@sprise.com or call 673-9940 x 317 dur-
ing school hours.
Artisticly Oriented Volunteer(s) Wanted

Make a New Year’s commitment to support your 
community library and have fun doing so. The Friends 
of the Amherst Town Library are looking for one or two 
people who love art to coordinate professional art ex-
hibits to be displayed eight times a year at the library. 
You would have the opportunity to meet with artists 
and arrange for them to exhibit their work, coordinate 
their promos, and assist with hanging the art and oc-
casional receptions for the artists. Estimated time com-
mitment is about 5 - 10 hours per month/every six 
weeks. Any interested local residents are welcome to 
apply - you need not live in Amherst to take advantage 
of this opportunity! If interested, contact Kim Ayers at: 
kimerlyayers@comcast.net.
Junior Book Club

 Our child-and-parent book club will meet on 
Wednesday, Jan. 12, to discuss the first of the Sherlock 

Files series, The 100-yr.-old Secret.   We are a 
lively group of kids and adults who meet on 

the second Wednesday of each month to 
do a book-related activity,  to talk about 

the book we’ve read, and to share 
some after-dinner snacks! Please talk 
to Miss Sarah if you’re interested in 
joining us.
Storytimes are starting up 
again the week of January 10!

We offer story hours at the fol-
lowing times:

Baby Listeners:  Tuesdays at 
10:00–newborn to 24 mos.

*Afternoon Book Bunch:  Tues-
days at 1:00pm—ages 4-6years
Terrific 2’s and 3’s:  Thursdays at 

10:00—2 and 3 yr-olds
*PLEASE NOTE! This is a new day and 

time for our 4 and 5 yr-olds—we’re giving it a 
try—let us know how it works for you!

Great Stone Face Reviewers Book Club
Our book club for 5th and 6th graders continues to 

meet on the first Wednesday of each month.  Join us 
for some great reading, spirited discussions, and great 
snacks!  If you’re interested, please talk to Miss Sarah.
Open Playtimes

Every other Friday morning, the Johnson Meeting 
Room is filled with toys, books, blocks, legos, etc.—
just waiting for toddlers to come in and play.  There’s 
no structured activity, just a little “mood music”, and 
a chance for caregivers to sit and chat while their little 
ones play together, or to get down on the floor and join 
in the fun!    This month’s open playtimes are:
January 14 and January 28 from 10:00 to 11:00

Do you have some “nearly-new” toddler toys that are 
looking for a new home?

We’re looking for a few new items for our  Open Play-
time collection.  If you think you might have just the 
thing, please talk to Miss Sarah!
Craft Club Workshop

Children ages 7 and up are invited to join Miss Sar-
ah for a Craft Workshop-- we’ll be working on Valen-
tine Crafts which will be showcased on the Valentine’s 
Day Bulletin Board.  Miss Sarah will provide ideas and 
materials, so bring your creativity and let’s decorate the 
board!  Crafts will be available to take home when the 
bulletin board comes down.  Space is limited, so regis-
tration is required. 

It’s About Conservation

ACC Warrant Articles 
Explained

By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

Warrant Articles 35 and 36 proposed by the 
Amherst Conservation Commission will appear 
on this year’s Town Meeting Warrant.  Neither will 
have a tax impact and both will facilitate the ACC’s 
efforts to preserve natural spaces.  Article 35 will 
permit the ACC to use money from the Conser-
vation Fund in acquiring land rights to be held by 
another conservation organization.  Article 36 will 
permit the ACC to acquire land rights in another 
town.  Action on both articles is recommended un-
der state law to facilitate land protection transac-
tions without the need for special town meetings.  
Land rights may be in the form of ownership in fee 
or via a conservation easement restricting further 
subdivision.

Each article relates to usage by the Amherst Con-
servation Commission of the ACC Conservation 
Fund by the Commission in its effort to preserve 
and protect the Town’s natural spaces and resourc-
es.  The Fund was created under state law, RSA-36, 
when the Town voted to establish a conservation 
commission.  The Fund receives its money when 
a parcel of land is taken out of the current use cat-
egory for development purposes. At that time, five 
percent of the sales amount goes into the Conser-
vation Fund and an equal amount into the Town’s 
Land Use Change Fund (LUCT).

A bit of recent history:  As 2010 came to an end, 
a 100-acre parcel due for subdivision into 29 home 
sites was purchased by a private party.  The Am-
herst Land Trust (a non-governmental corpora-
tion) and the Commission worked together with 
the owner and buyer to achieve this result.  In 2011 
the Commission, the Land Trust and new owner 
will collaborate on placing a conservation easement 
on the bulk of the property which will extinguish 
future development rights and protect the natural 
character of the land.  A trail agreement will also 
be crafted to permit the Commission to build and 
maintain an important trail for public use.

These accomplishments came to fruition be-
cause public and private organizations were able to 
join hands and resources to make it work.  At this 
time it is not clear whether the Town through the 
Commission or a qualified conservation organiza-
tion such as the Amherst Land Trust or the Soci-
ety For the Protection of New Hampshire Forests 
will hold the easement.  That will depend largely 
on the easement grantor’s preferences.  In any case, 
the Conservation fund may be a needed source of 
funds to pay for the easement, in whole or in part.  
Again, whatever dollars are needed from the Town 
for this transaction will come from the Fund with-
out creating a tax burden.

Looking ahead:  Perhaps in several years or per-
haps very soon, the Commission may be able to ac-
quire interests on a parcel it has sought for nearly 
two decades.  The parcel spans a town line with a 
small fraction of the total acreage in an adjoining 
town.  The parcel needs to be protected in its en-
tirety with one owner, as it is now, and with one 
party owning it in fee or holding an easement.  
There is precedent for the Commission to man-
age land across the town boundary.  Amherst owns 
lands managed by the Commission in Bedford and 
Merrimack today.

The ability for the Commission to work with 
other qualified conservation organizations and the 
ability to expeditiously protect parcels which may 
span the town line will be important tools in the 
Commission’s land protection toolbox.  In real es-
tate transactions time is invariably “of the essence” 
regardless of how many years have been expended 
reaching the decision point.  Sellers may not be able 
to wait or want to wait for the next Town Meeting 
to close a deal with the Commission.

Passage of Articles 35 and 36 at the upcoming 
Town Meeting will remove potential obstacles and 
uncertainties from Commission efforts to meet its 
mandate to preserve natural spaces.

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
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To receive the $100 reward, a minimum $5,000 secured, closed-end loan must be obtained. Overdraft Line of Credit, MasterCard, Home Equity Lines of Credit, Home 

GSCU savings account. One reward will be earned for each qualifying loan and paid at the time of loan disbursement as a deposit to recipient’s GSCU savings account. 
Recipient responsible for paying all taxes associated with the reward. Limited time offer. Federally insured by NCUA.

Granite State Credit Union We are New Hampshire!

AMHERST  CANDIA  CONCORD  MANCHESTER  NASHUA  SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses for over 65 Years.

Start off the new year in the green with a budget-friendly loan from GSCU 

and $100 cash. For a limited time, if you refinance your auto, snowmobile, boat 

or motorcycle—any secured loan—with us, we will give you $100 cash.

Our budget-friendly payment plans make it affordable and our 24-hour services 

make it easy! Use our online calculators to determine how much you can save 

with our great rates. Then, apply online and get a decision on your loan within 

one minute. Rather speak with someone? Call our Lending After Hours™ hotline 

24/7 to speak with a live representative.

gscu.org  800-446-0285

Need help paying post holiday bills?

You can start with $100 cash... and 
end with a loan that’s affordable.

100

Give YOUR Valentine a “Clean” Gift This Year!
Your Amherst Cleaning Professionals
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David Temple 
A-Pro CleAning ServiCe

C a r P e t s  •  u P h o l s t e r y  •  t I l e  &  G r o u t

Karen Temple 
KAren’S CleAning ServiCe
h o m e  •  o f f I C e  •  n e w  C o n s t r u C t I o n

§ We Have § 

Gift Certificates


