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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.
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 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
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Souhegan Valley Rides
To the editor:

More than a year ago we wrote a letter to the editor regarding the Am-
herst voters’ failure to finance Souhegan Valley Rides.  To our astonishment, 
a generous citizen read our letter and donated funds to take care of Am-
herst’s share of The Blue Bus.  We will soon be going to the polls again, and 
we will have another opportunity to do our share by voting to give $5,500 
to keep the bus running in our community.  This amount is a maximum, as 
there is a pending request for federal funds.  We beg of you, we beseech you, 
we urge you - do the right thing.

In “the last quarter” of life, we both realize it won’t be long before the Blue 
Bus may be a God send to us and to our many neighbors who are getting 
along in years.  We have a dear friend who lost her beloved husband last year 
and moved in with her daughter who lives in Amherst.  She began using the 
bus to simply get to the hospital to be with her husband, and she has contin-
ued to use it. This lovely lady is in her early 90’s, is proud and doesn’t want 
to impose on her friends, though we doubt there is one of them who would 
mind taking her anywhere she wished to go.  Her daughter has a busy life, 
so she doesn’t want to impose on her either.  The Blue Bus is a best friend, 
and the driver has always been kind and helpful when she has used Souhe-
gan Valley Rides.

Think about this, Amherst Citizens!  How many of you, your family, your 
friends could use this service?  It is a service that has doubled in a very short 
time.  It is a service many of us may need in the future.  Please don’t ask that 
anonymous donor to pick up your share again this year.  

And to that donor, we say a warm thank you for your generosity a year 
ago.  Our letter, we have heard, may have spurred you to act.  May this letter 
remind each citizen in our community to think of those who ride the Blue 
Bus and then vote to support it.

Pete and Nan Stearns
Amherst

Handel’s Messiah Sing Was    
Tremendous Success
To the editor:

This year’s Messiah Sing was a tremendous success, thanks to so many 
people. One-hundred chorus members from 19 towns were joined by eight 
musicians and music director Jennifer Erdody for two performances at 
Mont Vernon Congregational Church.

Thank you to The Amherst Citizen for the great publicity. Many chorus 
members donate and a collection is taken at performances. But we could 
not do this without support from our sponsors. A special thank you to: 
County Auto Restorations; Kenneth G. Edwards, DDS; Fred Fuller Oil Co., 
Inc.; Hayward’s Trading Post & Country Store, Inc.; Hometown Insur-
ance Agency; John Kenison, DDS; Lull Farm, Milford; and David G. Sturm, 
Counselor at Law.

The following donors gave at least $100 each to sponsor a musician: 
Alene Candles, LLC; Drescher & Dokmo, PA; eCarPlanet, Inc.; J. Kenneth 
Fordham CPA; Hitchiner Manufacturing Co.; J.P. Pest Services; Lumbard 
Investment Counseling LLS; Michaud Funeral Home; Milford Rotary Club 
Foundation; and Sapphire Consulting LLC.

Thanks to the vision of a small group of people at MVCC, for 23 years 
the magnificent music of Handel’s Messiah has resounded throughout the 
community in December. Hope to see you next year!

The Messiah Sing Committee Kathleen Andrle, Coleen Brady, Art Fen-
ske, Tim Hageman, Mary Ellen Hettinger, Dick Martini, Jill Slocum, Alan 
Smith, Stephen Takacs, Judith Wood.

Mary Ellen Hettinger
Amherst

 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Hours with Rep. Belvin
To the editor:

Now that the NH House Ways and Means Committee has released its 
Revenue Estimates for Fiscal Years (FY) 2012 & 2013 as a foundation to the 
pending State Budget, it is time for this Rep. to follow through on his prom-
ise to hold regular “Office Hours” at times and places convenient to the 
public.  I’ll be at the Amherst Post Office on Saturday, February 12, 2011 
from 9 Am to 11 AM, and at the Milford Transfer Station from Noon to 2 
PM the same day, to meet citizens and respond to their questions as best I 
can.  If the weather is really bad, as of late, we’ll just have to reschedule.

Respectfully,
Bill Belvin
State Representative, Hillsborough 6, 
Milford/Amherst

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You 
To the editor:

A huge thank you to all who made the Holiday Toy Store possible once 
again this year!! 

Thank you to all who sent in donations. Your incredible generosity dur-
ing these difficult financial times made it possible for us to serve a record 
of over 250 families and over 600 children from Amherst, Brookline, Mt. 
Vernon and Milford this year. I wish you could hear how much the people 
of the Souhegan Valley who needed help with Christmas this year, appreci-
ated your generosity. For many of our patrons, this was the first year they 
had used the Toy Store and they were overwhelmed at the choices in toys 
due to your thoughtfulness and caring for others in need.

Thanks to Share for coordinating our clients and their wish lists this 
year.  

Thanks to the Amherst Junior Woman’s Club who take the donations we 
receive and shop for the toys that give our patrons so many wonderful items 
to choose from. Special thanks to Lisa Emerson and Cyndy Otto who co-
ordinated the efforts of the Amherst Junior Woman’s Club and who gener-
ously went above and beyond the call of duty in their help with the Store.

Thanks also to Geni McLaurin who contacted all the businesses who 
agreed to have donation boxes at their locations. Thanks to the Amherst 
Police Department who distributed and picked up all the donation boxes 
in Amherst and the Milford Police Department who picked up all the do-
nations from boxes set up in Milford. Thanks to all who donated items to 
these boxes. The response was overwhelming and very much appreciated 
by all the families that we served.

Thanks to Peter Denoyers who coordinated the donations of gifts and 
monetary donations at the Amherst Middle School.

Thanks to Maggie Paul and the students at Souhegan High School who 
cut the wrapping paper that was distributed at the Store and for wrapping 
the donation boxes. Also for dropping the donation boxes at all the loca-
tions.

Thanks to all the schools and businesses in Amherst, Milford, Brookline 
and Mt. Vernon who agreed to have donation boxes.

Thank you to the VFW- Harley- Stanford Post for the beautifully deco-
rated location for the Toy Store and for the helpful staff, especially Artie.

Thanks to Alice Corbett and the Milford Town Library who collects used 
books for the store.

And special thanks to Mary Ellen McNamara for all her help coordinat-
ing the schools with the Toy Store and especially to Geni McLaurin and 
Mary Ellen McNamara for all of the time, energy and support during the 
preparation for and the actually running of the Toy Store.

With thanks,
Beth Kimberly
Coordinator
Holiday Toy Store

Transparency? 
To the editor:

Is the Town Library budget issue really about transparency? Messrs. 
Chen and Eiche may say their motive is government transparency in bring-
ing two petition warrant articles to the voter, but this is a remedy in search 
of a problem.  The relationship between the Library Trustees and the Board 
of Selectmen continues to work well as it has for many years.

The relationship between the town library and the town is not similar 
to that of the Amherst School District and the town. Budgets, staff and 
the issues confronting the school board are very different from those of 
the town library. The town library provides a range of vital services to the 
entire community much like the police, fire, EMS and DPW.  The school 
district is very specific to the education of our children.  The town library’s 
budget is unique because of the dual sources of funding: Amherst tax dol-
lars and donated funds.  Many of these donations are specifically targeted 
by the donor and it is the trustees job to balance expenditures of those 
funds along with tax dollars to run the library.  State law governs their ac-
tions and specifically removes library budget action from the Board of Se-
lectmen so that library donation money doesn’t get mixed into the general 
funds of the town.  This is good financial practice and good governance.  

The Board of Selectmen and the Library Trustees have forged a work-
ing relationship within the state laws whereby the town library functions 
as a town department and still remains financially distinct.  The Ways and 
Means Committee can make recommendations to the library trustees just 
as they do with the Board of Selectmen.  This current situation benefits the 
Amherst taxpayers because these groups work together.

Separating the town library from the town will result in decreased effi-
ciencies as the library will no longer have the opportunity to work in con-
cert with the Board of Selectmen and the town administrator on all items 
big and small.  If passed, the proposed warrant articles will drive a wedge 
between the town library and the other town departments.  In the long 
term they will bring reduced services at higher costs.  It is not cost effective 
to spin off the town library as a completely independent agency.

The Board of Selectmen, the Ways and Means committee and the Li-
brary Trustees work together in full view of the public to bring a coordinat-
ed budget to the taxpayers.   The Library Trustees have been sensitive to the 
other town departments and school finance initiatives.  The town library 
line item in the town budget is just as visible as police, fire, EMS and DPW.  
Since the adoption of SB2, any attending voter can move to modify the Li-
brary’s budget at the deliberative session.  What could be more transparent 
and cost effective than what’s in place?  We all want to pay fewer taxes, but 
we also want value for the taxes we do pay.

These two warrant articles, 37 and 38,  are bad for the town administra-
tively and financially.  The legal interpretation of the wording could dis-
rupt the town library operation for months and will certainly add cost to 
the bottom line - your wallet!  Please attend the deliberative session on 
Wednesday, February 9 at 7:00 p.m. at Souhegan High School to support 
your Amherst Town Library.

Disclosure: Bob Julian is the spouse of a Library Trustee but is speaking 
on his own behalf after watching the Board of Selectman meetings.

Bob Julian
Amherst

NH Has A Budget Deficit                                                                                             
To the editor:

Finally we can put to rest once and for all the bickering around whether 
or not our state has a deficit. It is huge by the way. For the non-believers 
the NON-PARTISAN Legislative Budget Assistants Office has confirmed a 
$800,000,000.00, that’s million, deficit. It is so important that this be rec-
ognized by all who live in our state regardless of political affiliation. The il-
lusion that there existed a 60 million dollar surplus has vanished with the 
findings of the LBAO. It will take the efforts of everyone, employers, em-
ployees, unions, politicians especially, and even stay-at-home parents to fix 
this problem and it will take sacrifices from all of us as well. The NH House 
has been dissecting the issue and reviewing bills meant to help begin to 
eliminate the deficit. Beyond the financial issues associated with runaway 
debt, interest, bonding cost, bonding availability and so forth there is for 
many of us another important issue, one which is  personal in nature and 
strikes at the heart of the family and that is the following.

If the voters of NH do not fix our deficit problem, continue to condone 
arbitrary bonding, spend more than we earn in tax income, insist on gov-
ernment services and assistance beyond our capability we will be choking 
our children AND grandchildren with debt beyond their ability to repay. 
It is obscene, in the opinion of many, that we even consider saddling our 
future generations with paying for our excessive behavior. Let us rein in 
our wishes and wants focus on our needs, and insist that government on 
every level, town, school, county, state and federal do the same. You gave us 
a mandate in the last election, FIX THE PROBLEM, and we have accepted 
that challenge. Help us to meet your expectations by joining our efforts 
rather than pulling them apart. The best way to cure excess spending is not 
to spend excessively. Lets give our kids a chance to start off life debt free. 

 
Rep. Peter T. Hansen
Amherst

Jim Manning Candidate for   
Amherst School Board
To the editor:

My name is Jim Manning and I am writing to announce that I am run-
ning for Amherst School Board. 

Let me start by telling you a little bit about myself.  Six years ago, my wife 
Diane and I moved back home to New Hampshire so I could manage my 
company’s Boston office.  In returning home from Pennsylvania, my job af-
forded the flexibility to raise our two boys anywhere in New England.  We 
chose Amherst out of dozens of communities for its warm and generous 
community, its colonial charm and its’ educated citizens and outstanding 
school system.  After six happy years, we’ve never regretted the decision.   

Today, I continue to manage the Boston office for Merck and have been 
with the company for nearly two decades.  We now have three boys, Jack 
(10) and Luke (7) who both attend Wilkins, and Cole (5) who will be enter-
ing kindergarten at Clark in September.  Since moving to Amherst, I have 
been actively involved in the community, volunteering at Preschool in the 
Village, and assisting on field trips and in class at both Clark and Wilkins.  
I’ve been a volunteer coach in both the Amherst Recreation department 
and the Amherst Patriots Football and Cheer organization, and currently 
serve on the Cemetery Fields Replacement committee.  By volunteering, 
I’ve witnessed and experienced the remarkable level of community involve-
ment in town.  I believe it is a critical factor that contributes to the success 
of our schools, and what inspires me to serve as a member of the Amherst 
School Board.

If given the opportunity to serve on the board, I will bring several years of 
education and management experience to the position.  I hold a bachelors 
degree from the University of New Hampshire, a MBA from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst, and an executive certificate in Strategic 
Management from the Aresty Institute at the University of Pennsylvania.  
As a manager for an international company, I can bring private sector prob-
lem solving experience to the board.  As the father of three boys, I have first 
hand knowledge of the challenges facing our children and our schools.   We 
should be proud our children have access to one of the best public educa-
tion systems in New Hampshire, but the world is changing dramatically 
in light of increasing global competition.  We should strive to ensure our 
children are prepared to meet the challenges of the modern world, while 
holding our schools accountable to meet those challenges in an efficient 
and effective manner.

If elected, I will bring my passion for education, my private sector busi-
ness experience and my lifelong New Hampshire values to ensure we meet 
the evolving needs of our children and the taxpayers of Amherst.

I look forward to speaking with you around town and at the polls.  Please 
vote for me on March 8th.

Thank you for your consideration.  

Jim Manning
Amherst

and fact-finders.
Adjudicatory functions require 

the convening of a three member 
hearing board comprised of one 
member representing public em-
ployers (management), one mem-
ber representing public employees 
(union) and a neutral chairman rep-
resenting the public.  The board ex-
amines evidence submitted by both 
parties, weights the evidence and 
renders a decision.  The board also 
hears matters such as unfair labor 
practice complaints, changes to the 

bargaining units and representation 
challenges. Either party may appeal 
a decision directly to the N.H. Su-
preme Court.  Jim O’Mara sits on 
the PELRB as a management repre-
sentative. 

Jim is beginning his second six 
year term having been nominated 
by Governor John Lynch and con-
firmed by the Executive Council on 
December 8, 2010.  He was previ-
ously appointed by Governor Craig 
Benson.
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