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Historic Amherst

A Suitor Spurned in Francestown 
Amherst’s Transition from 18th to 19th Century

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

“Strayed or stolen from the subscriber on the 1st instant out of the com-
pany in Giles Newton’s Hall after nine o’clock the evening, a beautiful 
young lady by name of Olive Dillaway. Whoever will return said young lady 
to the subscriber shall be handsomely rewarded.

 ____ ____ [sic, no name], Francestown, Jan. 2.”
(Village Messenger, Amherst, N.H. 4 Jan. 1800) 
This little ad startled me and piqued my interest as I was reading the old 

newspaper on microfilm at the Amherst Town Library. In 1800, the paper 
published in Amherst, the Hillsborough county seat, did not take up space 
with social news, very little space on local news of any kind in fact, but two-
thirds of a page (out of four pages) was devoted to advertisements, such as: 
tax collection time and place; horses available for stud service; schedule for 
the mail stage from Amherst to Boston; meetings (the Masonic lodge, the 
library proprietors) at John Watson’s Hall in Amherst; and notifications by 
the treasurer of the newly-organized Second Turnpike of New Hampshire 
to its proprietors of monetary assessments due. “Strayed or stolen” ads typi-
cally were about horses and cows, but occasionally there were notices about 
run-away indentured apprentices or charity cases, including the following. 
“Went away from the subscriber about 14 days since, Betsey Whiting, one 
of the poor of the town, put to him by order of the selectmen. This is to for-
bid all persons harboring her on my account, as I will not pay for any such 
act. Josiah Swinnerton, Amherst, Sept. 29, [1800].”

A beautiful young lady strayed or stolen from the tavern during a New 
Year’s day celebration? What could that mean? The very next issue, a week 
later, brought the answer in a letter to the editor.
The Punch Line

“Mr. Preston, In looking over your paper of the 4th inst, I took notice 
that I was advertised for straying away from Mr. Giles Newton’s Hall on 
the evening of the 1st inst. I am now living where I then lived, at Capt. Pe-
ter Woodbury’s, a few rods south of said Hall. I shall always be ready to be 
taken up by any decent, clever fellow; but shall never consent to be returned 
to Richard Fisher. I have no other apology to make for absenting myself that 
evening than this – I was sick of my bargain – and shall only add

 Living in a land of Liberty,
 Resolved I was to be free;
 So home I went alone, for the want,
 To tell the truth – of a good gallant.
 O___ D___, Francestown, Jan. 8”
(Village Messenger, 11 Jan. 1800 and next two issues)

Ouch. You go, girl!  (Well, he certainly provoked her, didn’t he?)
Those of us who research our own families’ genealogies would be thrilled 

to find a gem like this about a female ancestor, especially since wives (and 
children and live-in servants and apprentices) are anonymous in censuses 
until 1850. Naturally I just had to find out more about this Olive – and look 
for an Amherst connection so that I could use her letter in this column.
The Rest of the Story

Olive Deleway/Dillaway married Oliver Holmes (1772-1848), a carpenter, 
in Francestown in March 1802 and they had two daughters who would set-
tle in Vermont after marriage. (This Oliver, son of Enoch, was the nephew 
and namesake of the most influential man in town, who was an innholder 
having opened the town’s second tavern in 1775 and one of the original di-
rectors of the Second Turnpike of N.H. in 1800, and died in 1806.) The His-
tory of Francestown (1895) also says that Olive died in 1857 in Francestown 
but has nothing more to say about her, though it does reveal that Richard 
Fisher (1779-1864) of Francestown, who must have been just 20 when he 
courted Olive, also married soon after, given that his first wife died in 1806 
aged 24; he remarried in 1807, to a woman who lived to be 80.

Unlike his namesake uncle (Sr.) and cousins (Jr. and III), the carpenter 
owned very little property. He moved his little family to Hillsborough after 
the 1830 census, but he never bought any real estate at all there. I hope that 
Oliver turned out to be the gallant his wife desired. 
Amherst Connections

Although there is no mention of any Dillaway in the Histories of Am-
herst (1883) and Mont Vernon (1907), the Amherst censuses reveal that in 
1790 and 1800 there was a John Delaway/Dillaway living in the 2nd Parish 
of Amherst (later Mont Vernon). In 1800 he and his presumed wife were 
aged 26-45 and had a boy and girl under 10. It is my theory that he was 
Olive’s father and that they hailed from Andover, Mass., where on 20 Aug. 
1778 John Dillaway and Olive Davis married, and their daughter Olive Dil-
laway was born 10 Oct. 1778. If so, then the younger Olive was  21 years old 
when courted on New Year’s day of 1800 and 23 when she married 30-year-
old Oliver Holmes. 

Old deeds usually reveal the buyer’s and seller’s occupations and, if a man 
is selling his homestead, also the name of his wife if she relinquished her 
dower right, so I checked the deed registry in Nashua to see if John Dilla-
way (spelled variously) bought or sold any land in Amherst or anywhere at 
all in Hillsborough county. But no luck. There was, however, a John Dela-
way who settled in the rich farm country of Vermont’s Franklin county 
near Lake Champlain, first in Fairfax by 1820 (with no wife but a woman 
under 26 who could be the same who was under 10 in 1800 in Mt. V.), 
then in St. Albans. Pension records there show him as a former private 
from N.H., whose pension commenced in 1818 and who was placed on the 
Franklin county pension roll in 1821, indicating that he was 82 and living 
in St. Albans in 1840. In the 1850 census of St. Albans, he was listed as a 
farmer aged 96, born in Mass.; the wife of the head was born in N. H. and 
is the right age for the presumed daughter in 1800 and 1820. Well, people 
who live distant from relatives or have only daughters or sons without is-
sue, especially if they are not newsworthy, tend to fall off the genealogy ra-
dar. What’s most relevant in this tale is the example of migration early in 
the 19th century, from Mont Vernon northwesterly to Vermont, by a man, 
evidently not well-to-do, in search of better farmland. The new turnpikes 
facilitated the travel.

When Miss Olive Dillaway lived in his household, Peter Woodbury Jr. 
(1767-1834) of Francestown, a merchant, was 32 years old and already had 
6 of his 11 children. I think it likely Olive was there to help with housework 
or childcare. Capt. Woodbury had many family connections to Amherst 
and Mont Vernon. He had come to Amherst as a child when his father, 
Peter Sr., moved the family in 1773 from Massachusetts to what is now 
Mont Vernon. (Sr. moved away from Amherst/Mt. V. in 1799 to live with 
another son in Antrim.) Peter Jr. had moved away from Amherst, despite it 
being the county seat and well before the 2nd Turnpike was constructed, 
around the time of his marriage in 1787. His first child was a 6-months 
baby. His second child Levi (1789-1851) would grow up to become gov-
ernor of New Hampshire 1823-’24 and hold national offices of Secretary 
of the Navy, Secretary of Treasury and U.S. Supreme Court Justice. Peter 
Jr.’s daughter Harriet (b. 1805) would marry attorney Perley Dodge of New 
Boston in 1831 and settle in Amherst, living in the brick house at 4 Main 
Street. Peter Jr.’s sister Betsey married Peter Jones of Mt. V., and they later 
moved to Amherst. Peter Jr.’s older half-brother and brother-in-law (their 
wives were sisters), James Ray (1759-1830), was a noted innholder in Mont 
Vernon. James’s son, Henry H. Ray was proprietor of the inn-tavern in Am-
herst Village at 101 Boston Post Road from 1818 to 1826. 
Valentine’s Message

May you maidens turn aside unwanted suitors more gently than Miss 
Dillaway did 211 years ago, whether with equal wit or not. 

May you married ladies rediscover the gallant in your husbands.
May you gentlemen be more successful in your courtship than Olive’s 

suitor.

ObituaryTown News

Katherine (Watkins) Rooney
Katherine  (Watkins) Rooney, 

101 of Nashua, NH and formerly of 
Schenectady, NY 
died peacefully, 
surrounded by her 
family after liv-
ing a long fulfill-
ing life on Friday 
January 21, 2011 
at the Greenbriar 
Nursing Home.

She was born 
March 18, 1909 
in Albany, NY 
daughter of the 
late Thomas L. 
and Berta (Agan) 
Watkins.  She was 
also the widow 
of J Gordon Bax-
ter and William 
M. Rooney.  Her 
brother Thomas L Watkins Jr. and 
her sister Jean L. Watkins also pre-
deceased her.

She was a graduate of Albany H.S. 
and went on to earn a Bachelors De-
gree at the University of New York 
at Albany and earned a Masters De-
gree in Science from Cornell Uni-
versity.

Upon completing her education, 
she went on to teach at Russell Sage 
College and MIT.  

She enjoyed playing bridge, on a 
weekly basis.  She also had a passion 
for birds and butterflies, but most of 
all love for her family.

Her wishes to her family and 
friends were that “After I’m gone, 
no tears, celebrate”!  And also “I’ve 

had a long and happy life, loving and 
caring parents, a devoted daugh-

ter, two delightful 
grandchildren and 
two darling great-
grandchildren”.  

Survivors in-
clude one daugh-
ter, Karen Knight, 
of Nashua, one 
grand-daughter, 
Kimberly Knight, 
of Campton, NH 
and one grandson, 
Scott Knight and 
his wife Trisha, of 
Amherst also two 
great-grandchil-
dren, Kelsey and 
Trevor Knight, 
both of Amherst 
and two nephews, 

Thomas L. Watkins III and his wife, 
Wendy, of Richmond, VA and Dr. 
Baxter Swartwout and his wife Ka-
tie, of Latham, NY.

Burial will take place in Schenect-
ady, NY in the spring at the conve-
nience of the family.  Those plan-
ning an expression of sympathy are 
asked to consider a memorial dona-
tion to Humane Society for Greater 
Nashua, 24 Ferry Rd., Nashua, NH  
03064-8109.

The DAVIS FUNERAL HOME 
in Nashua is in charge of arrange-
ments.  An online guestbook is avail-
able www.davisfuneralhomenh.
com. “ONE MEMORY LIGHTS 
ANOTHER” 883-3401.

Woodbury Homestead at One Main Street in center of Francestown, birth-
place of Levi Woodbury (1789-1851) “whose record of public service has 
been unmatched by any other N. H. citizen,” as nearby sign proclaims.  It 
was here that Miss Olive Dillaway lived in 1800 in the household of Capt. 
Peter Woodbury, formerly of Amherst, with his wife and their six young 
children including future governor Levi, the in-laws newly arrived from 
Amherst, another young woman and six lads and young men. The first-floor 
windows have Georgian-style protruding window caps similar to two houses 
in Amherst Village built ca. 1795, at 1 Carriage Road and 12 Main Street.

Hitty Preble Tea for Children 
The Nellie W. Perkins Doll and 

Miniature Society, UFDC,  will 
host a Hitty Preble Tea for children 
ages 8-12, on Saturday, March 19 
at 1 p.m.  There is no fee, but chil-
dren must be registered in order 
to attend, as space is very limited.  
Contact Ann Bergin at acbergin@
aol.com to register and be apprised 
of the location and other informa-
tion.

The tea will celebrate the famous 
story Hitty, Her First Hundred 
Years,  a doll novel written by Ra-
chel Field and illustrated by Doro-
thy Lathrop.   It was published in 
1929.  In 1930, it won the presti-
gious Newbery Medal for excel-
lence in American children’s lit-
erature..   The book tells of an all 
wooden doll named Hitty, who was 
carved in the early 1800’s,  for a 
young Maine girl. The story reveals 
Hitty’s adventures.. one minute she 
is squeezed between sofa cushions, 
the next she is  lost under the ocean 
and is even found in a hayloft!    As 
she moves from person to person in 
her first 100 years, she finds herself 
living in  Boston, India,  New Or-
leans,  and  in the South Pacific.The 
actual doll who inspired the story, 
was once owned by author Field,  
and currently resides at the Stock-
bridge Library Association in Stock-
bridge, Massachusetts.

At the tea, children will learn 
about Hitty, have refreshments, re-
ceive a favor, and craft a doll item 
relating to Hitty. It is suggested that 
parents obtain the book and read it 
with their children prior to the tea....
and that attending children bring 
their favorite doll for Show and Tell! 
Parents shall accompany their chil-
dren to the event, and be available at 
all times at the site.  

30 Daniel Webster Highway, Suite 11
Merrimack, NH 03054
(near the Nashua border)

442 Nashua Street
Milford, NH 03055

63 Range Road, Suite 103
Windham, NH 03087

For additional information or to make an
appointment, please call (603) 883.3365
or visit www.obgynsnh.com.

coordinatedcare
NEEDSindividual

All our physicians are board certified by
the American Board of Obstetrics and
Gynecology.We work collaboratively
with a nurse practitioner and an entire
staff of healthcare professionals to
provide you with individualized care
that meets your healthcare needs.

All providers are welcoming
new patients.

Sitting: Kelly MacMillan, MD, FACOG; Mark Conway, MD, FACOG; JoAnna Paolilli, MD, FACOG; Leonard Wasserman, MD, FACOG

Standing: Denise Poulin, MD, FACOG; Jack Faraci, MD, FACOG; Antonia Winefield, APRN

women’s health

T H A T M E E T S Y O U R
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Open 7 Days • Salzburg Square
292 Route 101 • Amherst, NH • 673-5223

www.enchantedlace.com

A Specialty
Boutique...

Vintage 
Lovers

Understated
classics for that 
special occasion.
A perfect 
alternative 
style for garden, 
graduations,
beach, or 
second
weddings.

TheToadsTool
Bookshops

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

We § LocaL authors!
sat., Feb. 12, 11 a.m.

Several local writers and illustrators 
descend on the store to meet you and 

show off their books!  It’s a great 
opportunity to meet rising stars, and 

get an autograph! Local authors Linda 
Haynes, K.D. Mason, Kristina Schram 

and J. Seymour visit to sign and discuss 
their work. A great opportunity to say “I 

knew them when...”
—————

Noah Boyd
tues., Mar. 1, 7 p.m.

We are very excited to announce that the 
best-selling author will be here.  If you 

enjoyed his debut thriller, 
“The Bricklayer”, stay tuned for even 

more suspense with Agent X”!!
—————
K. spirito

sat., Mar. 5, 2 p.m.
Local author K signs her new 

installment in the La Rosa Chronicles, 
“Summer and August”.

—————
All this and MORE at:

www.toadbooks.com
—————

Can’t make an event?
Call us and we’ll put a 

book aside for you.

Readers, please be sure to let our advertisers know 
that you saw their ad in The Amherst Citizen. 


