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More Letters

Price is What You Pay. Value is 
What You Get. Protect Your   
Investment in the Library
To the editor: 

Yes, it’s true.  Most of us are still being squeezed financially, the job mar-
ket is still bad, and taxes still have to be paid.  What is also true is something 
Warren Buffett has observed.  “Price is what you pay.  Value is what you get.”  
Sometimes it takes a tough economy to make us realize the value of what 
we pay for, and economics tells us that the best measure of value is demand.  
Most taxpayers in Amherst know that the best value for their tax dollar is 
our local library.  Statistics over the past 5 years show that circulation is up 
45% and keeps growing. Yet our share of the town budget for next year is 
down to the point that we’d have more revenue under a default budget.

The Library is both an information source and a social resource.  Its data 
services are available to card holders 24/7, 365 days a year.  Except in the 
summer when it is closed on Sundays, the Library is open 7 days a week for 
63 hours.  And patrons ask for more hours.  Many in the community rely on 
the Library to connect them with the larger world.  If they don’t subscribe to 
a newspaper or magazine, the Library offers a wide range of voices and per-
spectives to choose from. If they don’t have a computer or internet access, 
(or the power is out), the Library is open and ready to provide those services. 
Reference librarians offer information and research assistance. Librarians 
notarize your documents for free. The Johnson Meeting Room hosts not 
only public programs, but meetings for community groups, luncheons, and 
craft demonstrations.  It’s not just about books or DVDs or a coin operated 
copier.  It’s about 2 year olds sitting in a storytime, learning to socialize and 
finding out that reading is fun.  It’s taking storytime to 3 and 4 year olds in 
their school environment as well as welcoming them at the Library.  It is 
middle school book groups and activities. It is high school aged students 
learning that a reading assignment is more powerful when adults from the 
community read it with you and everyone’s assumptions get challenged. It’s 
help with job searches and resumes.  It is a group of knitters who can meet 
at a safe place, connect, and share.  It is concerts, reading groups, museum 
passes, and programs for everyone from newborns to elders.  For some it is 
simply a warm, bright place to be where there are other people to be with on 
a cold winter day.  The Amherst Town Library embodies the American ideal 
of the free public library and has been honored by being named one of the 
five most effective libraries in New Hampshire.  It is the one vital daily ser-
vice that the Town provides that offers a sense of joy and connection across 
all ages and incomes, regardless of who you are, what you do, or how long 
you’ve lived in Amherst.  

Some try to say that the Library is not an essential service. Essential 
comes from the Latin root for being.  What is essential is what is necessary 
to define and sustain you. The Library defines, sustains, and connects us in 
powerful ways.  Those who don’t take advantage of the best deal in town talk 
about price.  Those of us who rely on the Library know its worth – a value 
that adds to the prestige of our town and our individual property values.  
Please attend the deliberative session on February 9th and protect your in-
vestment in your Library.

 
Trustees of the Amherst Town Library  
Don Holden, Chairman; Nancy Baker, 
Kathy Brundage, Bill Cassidy, Robin  
Julian, Dick Martini and Helen Rowe.

Friends of the Amherst Library 
OPPOSED to Warrant Articles #37 
and #38
To the editor:

The Friends of the Amherst Town Library are OPPOSED to both War-
rant Article #38 Library Operating Budget as a Separate Warrant Article 
and Warrant Article #37 To Fund the Library Separately in Subsequent 
Years.

The library is an essential service, no less vital than the police or fire 
department to the town’s well being. It is more than just a place to check 
out books, it is a cultural and community center which dozens of groups 
depend upon. The Amherst Town Library allows us to live a rural lifestyle 
without becoming culturally isolated. When we stop nurturing the mind 
and spirit we will truly lose all sense of community. As an integral part of 
the town, it needs to remain an integrated part of the town budget.  Over 
7,000 citizens actively use the library yet the total library budget is only 8% 
of the overall town budget.  We think that’s a pretty good return on invest-
ment.

The Friends of the Amherst Town Library is a non-profit organization 
whose mission is to support the library through fund raising and volunteer 
assistance.  Without the Friends and the Garden Club’s donations of time 
and money, the library budget would need to be much higher to cover all 
of our services. Donations from the Friends pay for the adult lecture series, 
the children’s summer reading program, the Sunday concert series, vari-
ous museum passes, the parenting resource center, the automated book 
check out, to name a few.  The Friends coordinates and spends many man 
hours on the Student Art Show in May, the Professional Art Show rotat-
ing exhibit, the monthly Display Case in the entrance way, and Holiday 
Decorating. The Garden Club has added much to the outside beauty of the 
library through their tireless efforts. The entrance way is always cheerful 
and the garden in back is a wonderful place to enjoy a book in the warmer 
weather.

State law mandates funding of a free public library.  To separate the li-
brary budget from the town budget could possibly mean that the library 
does not get funded.  What happens then?  Does the now-limited town 
budget have to accommodate the library budget without funding? Do we 
have to close the library?  What would that mean to the 7,000 patrons who 
currently use it?  

We urge you to participate in the deliberative session on Wednesday, 
February 9 at Souhegan High School at 7:00 p.m. and to vote to maintain 
library funding with the town budget on Tuesday, March 8 at Souhegan 
High School.

There are already many of us who are very passionate about our town li-
brary. If you are not as yet, drop on by and see what you are missing!

 
Kim Ayers
Chair, Friends of the Amherst Town 
Library

SJ Family Medical Center – Milford
welcomes Safana Mushtaq, MD

Safana Mushtaq, MD

Education: MD, Quaid-e-Azam Medical College,
Bahawalpur, Punjab, Pakistan

Residency: Union Hospital, Terre Haute, IN

Board Certified: Family Medicine

Clinical Interests: women’s health, chronic disease
management, preventive health, pediatrics

Now accepting new patients. To make an appointment,
please call (603) 673.3014 or learn more at www.sjfmc.com.

444 Nashua Street
Milford, NH 03055
(603) 673.3014
www.sjfmc.com
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WEDDINGENGAGEMENT

Widmer - Errington

Bill and Cathy Widmer are pleased to announce the engagement 
of their son, Chris Widmer, to Lauren Errington.  Lauren is the 
daughter of Dr. Doug and Linda Errington of Naples, Florida, for-
merly of California.  They both completed their undergraduate de-
grees at the University of Maryland, in College Park, Maryland, in 
2009.  Chris and Lauren are both fourth year dental students at the 
University of Maryland’s School of Dentistry in Baltimore, Mary-
land.  Next year Lauren will be pursuing post graduate studies in 
Orthodontics at the University of Maryland.  In May, Chris will be 
commissioned a Captain in the US Air Force.  He will be stationed 
at Andrews Air Force Base, in Maryland, in the coming year.  They 
plan to marry this coming May in the Baltimore area.

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Raczek

Dr. Joseph Raczek and Tina Maynard Jackson were married on a 
beach in Key West, Florida on December 31, 2010.

Dr. Raczek grew up in Dunkirk, NY and graduated  from the In-
diana University School of Optometry in 1980. After serving in the 
US Air Force, he has maintained an optometry practice in Milford 
since 1986. Ms. Jackson graduated from the Milford Area Senior 
High School in 1987 and  received her BS in Education from Keene 
State College in 2005. She is employed as an outside educator by 
Careplus Ambulance Service in Merrimack and also teaches at the 
Virtual Learning Academy Charter School in Exeter.

Before and after their wedding, the couple vacationed in Key 
West and Miami. Dr. and Mrs. Raczek reside in Nashua.

ShopLocally!
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Shaw’s Lorden Plaza, 
Milford 673-3198

www.clothesclosetboutique.com
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W O M E N ’ S   F A S H I O N   B O U T I Q U E

Hollis Veterinary Hospital &
On The Go Mobile Veterinary Services

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

465-7071
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WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!

James A. Belanger, DVM
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Announcements

Please send Engagement and Wedding announcements (forms available at www.amherstcitizen.com) to Editor:  
The Amherst Citizen, PO Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031.  Also, enclose a S.A.S.E. for return of color or B&W photos.

www.amherstcitizen.com


