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Schools
February is “Love the Bus” Month

AMS Theatre Club Presents Off Broadway Musical, Dear Edwina, Jr.
AMHERST - The Amherst Middle School Theater Club is 

proud to present its 2011 production, Dear Edwina, Jr.  Alyssa 
Lederhos leads the talented cast as Edwina Spoonapple, a Michi-
gan girl who gives advice to neighborhood kids by way of a week-
ly musical revue from her garage.

With the help of her friends, Edwina responds to letters she’s 
received with songs designed to solve the letter-writers’ dilem-
mas. Before she and her pals reach the finale of the musical with-
in the musical, they’ve been downright infectious on subjects 
like how to behave at a party (“Frankenguest”), how to set a table 
(“Fork, Knife, Spoon”), how to make a shy friend feel comfort-
able (“Hola, Lola”) and how to save money (“Put It in the Piggy”).  
Edwina hopes her show will impress a talent scout who’s looking 
for a replacement panelist for the Kalamazoo Advice-a-Paloo-
za festival.  Focused on her goal, the ever-confident Edwina has 
no patience for romantic advances from infatuated pal Scott. By 
the time the show is over, Edwina has learned a lesson about the 
value of not wanting to be like everyone else, but doing what you 
love to do. 

This heartwarming show, which has received rave reviews Off-
Broadway, is something the whole family will enjoy!  Tickets are 
on sale now at Amherst Middle School office, the Homestead, 
Black Forest Bakery and Moulton’s.   The show dates are Thurs-
day March 17th @ 7pm, Friday March 18th @ 7pm, and Saturday 
March 19 @ 2pm and 7pm. Edwina (Alyssa Lederhos, center) has a great group of friends who are trying to help 

her achieve her dream.  Clockwise from upper right – Scott (Jack Kane), Lars (Matt 
Campbell), Kelli (Hannah Whitney), Annie (Brittany Ireland), Bobby (Michael Robi-
cheau), Cordell (Tim Starrett), and Becky (Lauren McCormick).

Amherst PTA Reflections Competition 2011, “Together We Can...”
This year, sixty six Amherst stu-

dents participated in the NH PTA 
Reflections competition held on 
Friday, January 14th, 2011 at Clark 
School.  All entries were judged by 
local judges based on the National 
Reflections guidelines according to 
this year’s theme which was “To-
gether We Can”.  Every participant 
received a ribbon and certificate for 
their participation in the program.  
Of the sixty six entries entered and 
judged, twenty entries were select-
ed to move on to the State Level Re-
flections Art Program competition 
and seven received an Honorable 
Mention.

On Saturday, January 15th, 2011 
at the Clark School MPR, we cel-
ebrated the Arts!  The students’ 
works of art were on display for all 
to enjoy.  Photographs and Visual 
Arts entries were viewed, Literature 
entries were read, and Film Produc-
tion and Dance Choreography en-
tries were watched and listened to 
by parents, students and teachers 
alike.  Refreshments were served 
by the PTA’s Hospitality commit-
tee, and a fabulous time was had 
by all!  The talents of our students 
were amazing!  

State Winners:
Literature
Evelyn Dowd, Gr. 2
Emma Pyles, Gr. 3
Jeanmarie Leighton, Gr. 4
Madison Adams, Gr. 9
Dylan Adams, Gr. 11
Film Production
Evmorfia Alton, Gr. 3
Keller Nunley, Gr. 12
Dance Choreography
Sophia Alton, Gr. K
Abigail Conard, Gr. 2
Evmorfia Alton, Gr. 3
Bailey Conard, Gr. 4
Visual Arts
Lauren Bentley-Melle, Gr. K
Evelyn Dowd, Gr. 2
Evelyn Dowd, Gr. 2
Evmorfia Alton, Gr. 3
Rowen Bentley-Melle, Gr. 3
Sienna Langone, Gr. 6
Photography
Cameron Bacher, Gr. 5
Anna Wason, Gr. 5
Sarah Howard, Gr.10
Musical Composition
N/A

Honorable Mentions:
Visual Arts
Julia Dowd, Gr. K
Sophie Unger, Gr. 4
Photography
Abigail Conard, Gr. 2 (two entires)
Bailey Conard, Gr. 4
Katie Peters, Gr. 5
Alex Safarz, Gr. 9

The State Exhibit and Awards 
Ceremony will be held on Monday, 
March 14th, 2011 at the Gilbert 
Hood Middle School in Derry, NH 
from 6-8 p.m.  Snow date is the fol-
lowing evening.

Next year’s Theme is:  “Diversity 
Means...”

February marks Love the Bus 
month, the American School Bus 
Council’s annual recognition of 
school bus drivers across the coun-
try who dedicate themselves to pro-
viding safe transportation each and 
every day. At First Student, we want 
to take this opportunity to thank 
our local drivers for their hard work 
and commitment to safely trans-
porting the students of Amherst/
Mont Vernon/Souhegan/Milford 
and Mason. We recognize the tre-
mendous responsibility we have to 
ensure student safety, and we’d like 
to thank the community for their 
continued support and trust in us.

The yellow school bus is one of 
the safest forms of transportation 
on the road today. According to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, school buses are 
13 times safer than passenger cars. 
Highly trained drivers and a regu-
lar maintenance program are just a 
few reasons why buses have excel-
lent safety records. 

At First Student, our drivers par-
ticipate in an extensive training 

program. Each of our drivers must 
undergo more than 50 hours of be-
hind-the-wheel and in-classroom 
training on such topics as bus safe-
ty and student behavioral manage-
ment before ever transporting any 
students. Our drivers also partici-
pate in monthly in-service meet-
ings to discuss important safety 
procedures. 

In addition, our buses undergo a 
comprehensive maintenance pro-
gram to ensure they are operating 
at peak condition. All buses have 
regularly scheduled and ongoing 
vehicle maintenance checks. Each 
driver also conducts a daily multi-
point inspection of his bus using 
the latest technology before begin-
ning his route. 

At First Student, the safety and 
security of the students we trans-
port is our core value, and we salute 
each of our drivers for his focus and 
commitment. 

We also want to thank you for 
supporting our drivers and allow-
ing us to be your school transporta-
tion provider. 

Submitted by Robin Bogle
Contract Manager, First Student
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Preschool Registrations Now Being Accepted
 For 2011-2012 Amherst Clark-Wilkins Preschool

Registrations are being accepted at the 
Superintendent’s office for the new 
Clark-Wilkins Preschool program for 
2011-2012. The program will 
run from Monday through 
Thursday with a class for 3 
year olds from 8:30-11:15 
a.m.  and an afternoon class 
for 4 year olds from 12:00-
2:45 p.m. 

Registration packets and necessary 
forms can be downloaded by going to  
www.sprise.com and clicking on the 

Clark School section of the 
website.
For additional informa-
tion, please contact Caroline 
Smith,  Amherst Preschool 
Coordinator: caroline.smith@
sprise.com or 673-2343.

LOWELL USED AUTO PARTS
LICENESED AUTO RECYCLER

will pay $250 for junk cars
& trucks + $25 Credit Slip for

Parts, FREE towing, 603-435-9385
For used parts, call 1-800-952-9775

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

Clark School:  Lauren Bentley-Melle (ST), Sophia Alton 
(ST), Julia Dowd (HM).

Wilkins School: Honorable Mention - Sophie Unger, 
Bailey Conard, and Abigail Conard.

Wilkins School: State Winners - (Seated) Evelyn Dowd, Abigail Conard, 
Emma Pyles. (Standing) Jeanmarie Leighton, Evmorphia Alton, Rowen  
Bentley-Melle, Bailey Conard.

A Music and Magic show is 
planned for Saturday, February 19th 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Souhegan 
High School. The family event will 
feature local children’s recording 
artists Robert Allwarden and Amy 
Conley performing their original 
music tailored to children.  

Amy Conley will present songs 
about magical creatures.   Special 
guests will join the band.  She has 
recorded two CD’s of music for 
families and teaches classes and les-
sons for children and adults.   

Robert Allwarden who is the mu-
sic educator for students in grades 
one through four at Wilkins School, 
brings an impressive knowledge of 
musical instruments, songs and 
movement activities to his daily 
music classes and special perfor-
mances. Mr. Allwarden weaves his 
clever wit and sense of humor into 
his original music compositions.  

His performances exhibit his wide 
range of musical talents combined 
with his engaging personality.

Magic Jack and Nate the Great 
will perform mind blowing feats 
that will amaze the whole family.  

There will also be an opportunity 
for children ages 5 and up to try in-
door rock climbing.  Refreshments 
and lunch will be served.  

This is a fundraiser for the 10th 
grade wintercession students who 
will be traveling to Joshua Tree Na-
tional Park in Joshua Tree, Califor-
nia for wellness and outdoor educa-
tion.  The 10 students selecting this 
course for wintercession will par-
ticipate in rock climbing and envi-
ronmental studies.  John Dowd is 
the coordinator of this 2011 Joshua 
Tree Wintercession course.  The $5 
admission fee will help reduce costs 
for the students.

Music and Magic Show for Children

Advertisers: Find out how The Amherst Citizen can 
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