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From the Office of The Superintendent   
of Schools SAU 39

 

Proposed New 
School Calendar 
Builds In Snow 
Days

Snow days; can we ever get enough of them? With each cancella-
tion, we add another day to the end of the school year. Parents, staff 
and graduating seniors readjust their June schedules as the snow 
piles up in January and February, with some flooding in April to 
add to the mix. The past two years we in SAU#39 also have added 
minutes to the school day to make up for some of the lost instruc-
tional time.

To address this reoccurring problem, the SAU#39 Board creat-
ed a Calendar Study Committee and charged it with bringing back 
a proposal for the calendar for next year. The proposal from this 
Committee will be presented at a Public Forum, Tuesday, February 
15th, 7:00 p.m. at the Souhegan High School Information Center.

The Committee’s proposal is based on the concept of instruc-
tional hours, not school days. New Hampshire laws allow schools to 
structure calendars in this way as long as minimum hours are met. 
All of the schools in SAU#39 go far beyond the minimum hours re-
quired by the state, and the proposed calendar would increase those 
hours even more by

•	 adding	fifteen	minutes	to	each	day	throughout	the	school	year.
•	 including	snow	days	within	the	calendar	so	that	if	there	are	

cancellations,	the	endof-school	date	would	not	float,	but	remain	
constant,	as	would	the	graduation	date.

The details of this plan will be presented at the public forum and at 
school board meetings in February and March. Teacher groups also 
are discussing the proposed changes since contract hours would be 
affected. This is a different way of looking at the school year, so take 
a look and let your voice be heard at the forum or board meetings!

	 	
	 	 	 	 Mary	Athey	Jennings,		Ph.D.
	 	 	 	 Superintendent,	SAU	39

Schools

What’s This Year’s FIRST Challenge?

~ LOGOMOTION ~
By Sage Wesenberg

World’s Largest Three-legged Race
Students	Will	Attempt	to	Break	Guinness	World	Record	for	a	Senior	Project

Students in the News

Area	Resident	Makes	the	
Dean’s	List	at	UMass	Boston

BOSTON, MA - Alison Hanckel, 
a resident of Amherst was among 
over 2,500 students from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Boston 
who made the Fall Dean’s List.
Area	Resident	Named	to	Col-
by-Sawyer	College	Dean’s	List

NEW LONDON - Colby-Sawyer 
College has named Nathan Zach-
ary Wolsky, a member of the class 
of 2014, a Business Administration 
major from Amherst, to the Dean’s 
List for academic achievement dur-
ing the 2010 fall semester. To quali-
fy for the Dean’s List, students must 
achieve a grade-point average of 
3.50 or higher on a 4.0 scale while 
carrying a minimum of 12 credit 
hours in graded courses.
Area	Students	Named	to	Colby	
College	Dean’s	List

WATERVILLE, ME - Area stu-
dent was named to the dean’s list at 
Colby College in Waterville, Maine, 
for their outstanding academic 
achievement during the fall semes-
ter of the 2010-11 year.

Anita T. Bacher, a member of the 
Class of 2014, is the daughter of Ed-
ward and Claire Bacher of Amherst 
and is majoring in undeclared at 
Colby. She attended Souhegan High 
School. Students whose grade point 
averages were 3.6 or higher were 
named to the Dean’s List.
Bryant	University	Students	
Named	to	Dean’s	List

SMITHFIELD, RI - The fall se-
mester Dean’s List at Bryant Univer-
sity includes Benjamin Lawrence, a 
Junior, Finance, of Amherst.
Colby	College	Students	Return	
from	Studying	Abroad

WATERVILLE, ME - Students 
from Colby College in Waterville, 
Maine, have recently returned from 
spending the fall semester of the 
2010-11 academic year studying 
abroad.  John C. O’Brien, a junior, 
studied in China at China Stud-
ies Institute. O’Brien, a graduate of 
Souhegan High School, is the son of 
Edward and Andrea O’Brien of Am-
herst. He is majoring in economics 

and East Asian studies at Colby.
Connecticut	College	Announc-
es	Dean’s	List	For	Local	Area

NEW LONDON, CT - The fol-
lowing local students have achieved 
Dean’s Honors or Dean’s High Hon-
ors for the 2010 fall semester at 
Connecticut College.

Sarah Kosofsky, class of 2012 at 
Connecticut College and a resident 
of Amherst, has been named to the 
Dean’s Honors list.

Robert Landry, class of 2013 at 
Connecticut College and a resident 
of Amherst, has been named to the 
Dean’s Honors list.

Katie Regan, class of 2014 at Con-
necticut College and a resident of 
Amherst, has been named to the 
Dean’s High Honors list.
Local	Residents	Named	to	
Dean’s	List	at	Saint	Michael’s

COLCHESTER, VT - The follow-
ing local resident was named to the 
Fall 2010 Dean’s List at Saint Mi-
chael’s College, a liberal arts, resi-
dential Catholic college located in 
Burlington, Vermont, one of the top 
10 college towns in America:

Cassandra Varanka, daughter of 
Michael and Sara Varanka of Am-
herst, a Senior Political Science ma-
jor, who graduated from Souhegan 
High School before coming to Saint 
Michael’s.  Students who complete a 
minimum of 12 credits and achieve 
a grade point average of at least 3.4 
at the end of a semester are recog-
nized for their scholarship by inclu-
sion on the Dean’s List.
Local	Residents	Named	to	
Stonehill	College’s	Fall	Dean’s	
List

EASTON, MA - Stonehill College 
recently named the following local 
residents to its Dean’s List for the 
Fall 2010 semester.

Amherst residents: Samantha M. 
April, a member of the class of 2011; 
Jessica N. Beliveau, a member of the 
class of 2014; Lindsay M. Bock, a 
member of the class of 2012; Mel-
anie A. Brayman, a member of the 
class of 2014.

To qualify for the Dean’s List at 
Stonehill, students must have a se-
mester grade point average of 3.50 
or better and must have completed 
successfully all courses for which 
they were registered.

Local	Students	Earn	Honors	at	
Skidmore	College

SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY - 
The following local students earned 
honors for the fall semester at Skid-
more College:  Margeaux Cannon, 
Class of 2014. She is the daughter 
of Andrew and Brenda Cannon of 
Amherst.

Springfield	College	Dean’s	List
SPRINGFIELD, MA - Springfield 

College has named the following lo-
cal residents to the dean’s list for ac-
ademic excellence for the fall 2010 
term.

Grantham Raymond of Amherst, 
a second-year student whose ma-
jor field of study is sports manage-
ment.

Annual Pops Concert Scheduled at 
Souhegan High School 
A	Salute	to	the	Armed	Forces

The Souhegan High School Con-
cert Band will present a Salute 
to the Armed Forces concert on 
Wednesday February 16 at 7:00pm. 
The night will begin with the SHS 
Choirs and Handbells performing 
pops-style music from their upcom-
ing trip to Disney World and con-
clude with the SHS Concert Band 
performing patriotic music honor-
ing our men and women currently 
serving or who have served in the 
armed forces. 

Joining the SHS Concert Band will 
be members of the 215th Army Band 
of Massachusetts with featured per-

formances by the Minuteman Brass 
Band and the Voices of Freedom .  In 
addition to their numerous perfor-
mances throughout Massachusetts, 
the 215th Army Band has enjoyed 
much success over the last 20 years 
with successful overseas tours in 
Iceland, Greece, Jamaica and Hol-
land. 

Souhegan would like to extend 
a special invitation to any veter-
ans and veterans organizations in 
the area to be part of this memora-
ble concert. The concert is free and 
open to the public.  

AMHERST - Souhegan High 
School students are getting excit-
ed to partake in a Senior Project 
that may very well exceed expecta-
tion. On Friday, February 18 with 
the help of the entire high school, 
the 8th grade, and the community 
at large.  Souhegan High School se-
nior, Lauren Cordts, will attempt to 
break a Guinness World Record.

Senior project is a requirement 
for all seniors at Souhegan High 
School. Students identify an essen-
tial question about a topic of their 
choosing, research their topic, and 
then apply the research to an activ-

ity that demonstrates their knowl-
edge. Cordts decided to focus on 
the question, “How does one break 
a World Record?”

Beginning just after noon on Feb-
ruary 18th, Cordts will organize 
and precisely count close to 1,000 
people, preparing them to run a 
race attached to a partner of their 
choice. In order to succeed with the 
attempt to break the record, Cordts 
must follow specific guidelines pro-
vided directly from Guinness. Some 
of these guidelines include having 
the race be a minimum distance of 
200 meters and requiring all par-

ticipants to run. In addition, there 
must be a winner. Failure to follow 
these guidelines exactly will lead to 
an unsuccessful record breaking at-
tempt. 

Cordts will need all the partici-
pation she can get, and is therefore 
opening the event to anyone who 
has interest in participating. The 
participants are what will make 
this event a huge success and, who 
knows, Souhegan High School, to-
gether with the community at large, 
might just find themselves in the 
Guinness World Records Book in 
2012.

AMHERST - As you open the 
door you hear the clanking of metal, 
the buzz of the electronics, and the 
din of students and mentors run-
ning back and forth, talking, prob-
lem solving… Where are you? You’re 
at one of the many Robotics meet-
ings that take place after the chal-
lenge comes out.

Every year, in January, after a few 
months of hard work just learning 
about how the robot works, FIRST 
releases a challenge to all Robotics 
teams across the country and the 
world. This is when each of the indi-
vidual teams making up Team En-
tropy really have to work together to 
decide on a robot design, and then 
build it. The robots have to be me-
chanically able to perform the tasks 
laid out by FIRST and they have to 
be strong enough to withstand dam-
age or fast enough to get out of the 
way of the competition.

And the challenge is interesting. 
This year’s challenge is called Logo 
Motion™. It involves placing blown 
up shapes from FIRST’s logo onto 
pegs to score points, while at the 
same time, trying to prevent your 
opponents from doing the same 
thing.

The game is played on a flat field 
with alliances of three robots. Each 
round starts off with a 15 second 
autonomous round where the ro-
bots have to hang up uber tubes on 
the pegs. Uber tubes are inflatable 
shapes that earn the teams extra 

points. After that, the teams spend 
the rest of the match (2 minutes) 
hanging inflatable triangles, circles, 
and squares on the pegs. These are 
about the size of inner tubes you 
might swim with, but they have 
a smaller hole in the middle and 
aren’t as blown up. There are dif-
ferent ways to get more points. The 
robot can hang the shapes on top of 
the ubertubes, hang them up high-
er, and hang up as many as possi-
ble, all of which will score different 
amounts of points. At the end of the 
match, each robot deploys a mini-
bot on a vertical pole. These become 
free from the robot, climb up the 
pole and trigger a sensor. This earns 
bonus points the faster they climb.

So now you have a basic idea of 
the challenge. But that’s only a small 
part of it. Now, in about 6 weeks, 
design a robot that can effectively 
complete these tasks and be durable 
enough to withstand some damage. 
That’s a challenge! And Team Entro-
py is well on its way. And now you 
understand why it’s so noisy at the 
meetings!

For more information on the 
FIRST challenge and how it 
works, go to: http://www.usfirst.
org/roboticsprograms/frc/default.
aspx?id=966

For more on Entropy Team 138, 
go to: http://www.robotics138.org/

Thank you very much to everyone 
who came out to support us at Com-
edy Night. It was a great time and we 
raised over $9,000! Thank you.

Amherst Hosts Chess Tournament

Daniel	Pariselli	an	Amherst	kin-
dergarten	student	who	won	a	
participation	medal	for	playing	
in	his	first	chess	tournament.	 Amherst	5th	grader	Liam	Earley	who	went	4-0	to	

win	the	Intermediate	Section.

Mason	Young	is	Amherst’s	
highest	rated	Elementary	(6th	
grade	at	AMS)	student	who	
won	the	State	Elementary	
Individual	Champiuonship	last	
year.

 AMHERST - Several Amherst 
King Bishops scholastic chess club 
members participated in the 8th 
annual Amherst Scholastic Chess 
Tournament held at Amherst Mid-
dle School on Saturday,January 
22nd. Liam Earley, an AMS 5th 
grader, was a perfect 4-0 in the 13 
player Intermediate Section and 
took home the 1st place trophy. Eli 
Young, a Wilkins School 4th grad-
er, placed 5th in the section with a 
score of 2 wins, 1 loss and a draw 
and Tommy Darnall , a 5th grader 
at the Mont Vernon Village School, 
finished 7th with an even score of 
2-2. Mason Young , a 6th grader 

at AMS, finished 5th in the Open 
Section and Will Darnall, a MVVS 
3rd grader,finished 4th in the Nov-
ice Section,losing only to the win-
ner of the event in the last round. 
Aidan Ahearn, a Wilkins School 
2nd grader playing in his 1st chess 
tournament finished 8th in the 
section .  Wilkins 4th graders Ste-
ven Pariselli and Zoe Garvey also 
played very well representing the 
home town club. Daniel Pariselli , 
the tournament’s youngest partici-
pant, an Amherst kindergarten stu-
dent, braved the  heated competi-
tion against a bunch of older kids 
and was rewarded with a last round 

draw and a chess medal “ even big-
ger than his brother’s”.  

 Congratulations to all of our 
players for their efforts and sports-
manship and a thousand thanks 
to Vince Bradley and Tom Cassar 
from Harrisville’s Wells Memorial 
School for their long years of ded-
ication to scholastic chess and for 
volunteering their time to direct 
our tournament for the last 7 years. 
Kudos also to our sponsor,the Am-
herst Recreation Dept. and  to The 
Congregational Church of Amherst 
for giving us our new home.

Fourteen	finalists	on	stage:	Max	Karparwich,		Alana	Hoskins,	Nicki	Hitt,	Margot	Redway,	Hannah	
Schmidt,	Ben	Laflamme,	Khaled	Nazeer,	Eleanor	Farris,	Abby	Kirk,	Steven	Pariselli,		Seth	Facey(runner-
up),	Sloan	Facques,		Devon	Hernandez	and	Miranda	Lau	Quan.

Spelling Bee at Wilkins School
Applewild School

Amherst Student in 
World Premier Play

FITCHBURG, MA – O’Neill Ga-
linson of Amherst waits for her cue 
to perform an original interlude ra-
dio commercial during the world 
premier of “The Headless Horse-
man of Sleepy Hollow”, a radio play 
by Tony Palermo, which debuted 
recently at  Applewild School in 
Fitchburg, MA.  O’Neill was hawk-
ing “John’s Grease for Men” in their 
original ad.  The author of the ra-
dio play, Palermo, visited the school 
from California during rehearsals 
to help the students prepare for the 
event.  Fifth grade students spoke 
the roles of the characters and pro-
vided a wealth of sound effects, 
while fourth graders provided orig-
inal interlude music played on Orff 
instruments, served as the “walla” 
or background voices and created 
the interlude commercials.  O’Neill 
is the daughter of Brad and Shan-
non Galinson of Amherst.

O’Neill	Galinson


