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Town NewsEvents Calendar
March 2nd  SOCRATES CAFE -  

Join us as we bring philosophy to the everyday individual through a gathering for 
those who like to talk about issues, ethics and ideas. We get together and discuss 
what is on our minds, from something on the news that day to the age old ques-
tions of “What is ...?  Do you like to have a good, safe discussion without fear of 
being attacked for having an opinion that is different?  Share in learning how to 
think, not what to think. We meet the first Wednesday of every month at the Toad-
stool Bookstore in Milford at 7 p.m.

Community of Writers Meeting, February 28th
Area writers, published or unpublished, are invited to join with members of the 

Community of Writers at our monthly meetings in the Amherst Town Library John-
son Room.  Programs are informal and varied.  They include critiquing each others 
works-in-progress, sharing information re: publishing and agents.  Our next meet-
ing will be on Monday, February 28th from 6 to 8 p.m.   For more information call 
320-6366.

Hollis Arts Society -- WORKSHOP! 
Hollis Arts Society will hold a Workshop on Saturday, March 12, 1 PM – 4 PM 

at Hollis Town Hall  Community Meeting Room.  Instructor, Suzanne Binnie is a 
talented, acclaimed watercolor painter and teacher who loves to work in mixed 
media.  Her latest passion is Zentangle. Come and experience the joy in learn-
ing about this fun new art form - and leave with your own newly-created works of 
art !  Join us for an enjoyable escape from our busy technology-based world. No 
previous art experience is necessary. Cost: $45 which includes materials and light 
refreshments. Registration required by March 4. Linda Bard, treasurer.  E-mail: 
LBard38@aol.com

Photographers Forum Meeting
Photographers Forum Camera Club of Nashua is sponsoring a weekend trip 

to Quebec City from March 18th through 20th for the RED BULL CRASHED ICE 
RACE. Photographic opportunities abound as the weekend will include a guided 
tour of the Ice Hotel and the excitement of the Red Bull Crashed Ice Race which 
begins right outside of our hotel, the Chateau Frontenac.  For information on how 
to join our club on this tour contact Colette Crisp at colettecrisp@earthlink.net or 
call 603-880-1420.

MOMS Club of Amherst Announces 2010-2011 
Meeting Dates

AMHERST—The east and west sister chapters of MOMS® (Mothers Offering 
Mothers Support) Club of Amherst recently announced their 2010-2011 business 
meeting schedules. Route 101 delineates the split into East and West chapters.

The East chapter meets 9:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. on the third Tuesday of each 
month. The West chapter meets 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on the third Wednesday 
of each month. Both groups’ meetings convene in the basement of the First Bap-
tist Church of Amherst, 25 ½ Middle Street. 

E-mail: amherstmomsclub@yahoo.com. 

2010-2011 Meeting Dates:

Historical Society Offers Scholarship

AJWC to Distribute Funds

The Historical Society of Amherst 
will award its annual scholarship to 
a graduating Amherst senior who 
plans to enroll in a post-secondary 
school and pursue a major in history 
or a related field. Thanks to the suc-
cess of fundraising events includ-
ing the Antiques on the Green, the 
scholarship is now $1500, a $500 in-
crease over last year.

 Application forms are available 
online at www.hsanh.org. Forms 

will also be available at local high 
school student services offices.

 Completed applications must be 
received by April 1, 2011 at the stu-
dent’s high school student servic-
es office, by email attachment ad-
dressed to historicalsociety@hsanh.
org, or by regular mail to the His-
torical Society of Amherst, Attn:  
Scholarship Committee, PO Box 
717, Amherst, NH 03031.

The Amherst Junior Women’s 
Club invites nonprofit organizations 
in need of charitable contributions 
to apply for a donation from the 
Club.  During the year, the AJWC 
raises funds to give back to the 
community at large.  At this time, 
the AJWC is accepting requests for 
these funds.  All individual requests 

must be affiliated with a nonprofit 
organization.  These organizations 
need not have Amherst-based ad-
dresses, but must service the local 
community. 

All requests must be in writing, 
submitted by March 31, 2011, and 
contain all of the following infor-
mation: 

*  Name of organization, address, telephone number, email address.
*  Contact person, amount requested, and how the funds will be used.
*  Short biography/history of organization and when established.
*  How organization if funded (e.g. federal, state, local grants)?
*  Provide high-level annual budget and shortfalls, if any, expected.  What 

other resources or funding sources have committed to help accomplish 
your objective?

*  How would the donation be used?  Applicant shall describe its purpose 
for requesting funds and what objective these funds will help the organi-
zation accomplish.

*  How would objective benefit Amherst and the greater community?    
How does it correspond to AJWC’s mission as described below?

   Questions may be directed to 
Tracey Hanlon, President, Amherst 
Junior Women’s Club, at (603) 673-
8777 or via e-mail at president@am-
herstjuniors.org.  When your pack-
age is mailed, you will then receive 
an email confirmation from our club 
letting you know we have received 
it. After that, only recipients of do-
nations will be contacted.  Once all 
donations are approved, the funds 

will be distributed by the AJWC 
no later than June 15, 2011.  Please 
mail requests as soon as possible 
(postmarked no later than March 
31, 2011) to CIP Request, Amherst 
Junior Women’s Club, P.O. Box 513, 
Amherst, NH  03031.  You may also 
email your request to CIP@amher-
stjuniors.org - please be sure to in-
clude all the information specified 
above.

Amherst Garden Club Annual Scholarship
AMHERST - The Amherst Gar-

den Club is offering two $1,500 
scholarship awards to qualified 
students this spring.  The scholar-
ships are available to Amherst or 
Mont Vernon residents who will 
be attending an institute of higher 
learning to study horticulture, bot-
any, plant science, landscape design, 
environmental science as it relates 
to horticulture, or another related 
field.  The garden club believes it has 
the opportunity to impact our plan-
et in a beneficial way by supporting 
the education of students who have 
an interest in a field closely allied in 
some way with horticulture. 

Applications are available from 
student services or guidance offic-
es at Souhegan High School, Bishop 

Guertin High School, and the Der-
ryfield School.  Other Amherst and 
Mont Vernon students or graduates 
can get the application from Nancy 
Head at 673-1389 or on the Amherst 
Garden Club website, www.amher-
stgardenclub.org.   There are two 
application forms available, one for 
high school seniors and one for high 
school graduates who are presently 
college age or older.

Souhegan High School students 
need to return their applications 
to the high school student services 
offices by April 1.  All other appli-
cants should mail their applications 
to the Amherst Garden Club, Attn: 
Scholarship Committee, PO Box 
694, Amherst, NH 03031 by April 
8, 2011.

EAST—
February 15
March 15
April 19
May 17
June 21

WEST—
February 16
March 16
April 20
May 18
June 15

Historic Amherst

The Second New Hampshire Turnpike in Amherst – Part Two

Amherst’s Transition from 18th to 19th Century

A juried selection of works in 
various media by artists who 
live within 30 miles of Keene. 

Vote for People’s Choice 
Commendation through 
February 23.

February 5 – March 10, 2011

Biennial Regional 
Jurors’ Choice Exhibition

See it at the Thorne 

Thorne-Sagendorph Art Gallery

Fossil Dream Sequence, Lulu Fichter, porcelain, Best of Show award

166 Concord Street 
Manchester, NH 
800.362.2018   

149 Emerald Street 
Suite W, Keene, NH 
603.352.6700

www.wizinsurance.com

Are your kids building the ultimate ski jump 
in the yard?  You should give us a call . . .

Protecting your commercial and 
personal interests since 1964.

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

www.thetownplier.com

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

The Second N. H. Turnpike running from 
Claremont to Amherst, completed late in 
1801, was 4 rods (66 feet) wide and carried 
the heavily-laden wagons and sledges of team-
sters, large droves of livestock heading south to 
market, and mail stages. It formed part of the 
route connecting Windsor, Vermont to Bos-
ton, Massachusetts. In 1803, passage by stage 
coach from Boston to Windsor, a distance of 
110 miles covered in two days, cost $5, or 6 
cents per mile for a shorter portion of the trip. 
By 1811, a stage continued north from Wind-
sor to Burlington. 

Reminiscences by Mary (Upham) Kelly 
(1827-1922) of her childhood in Amherst, re-
corded in 1910, tell of the final years of the 
turnpike era here:  “Only a few rods distant 
from the [Cricket Corner] schoolhouse was 
what was then called the “new road,” on which 
sometimes one following another were large 
loads of merchandise going from Vermont to 
Boston [with] two, four, six, and frequently 
eight-horse teams. Some loaded entirely with 
round hogs [hogshead barrels], others with 
carcasses of mutton, others with poultry, oth-
ers with beef, others with wood, lumber, grain, 
hay, farm produce, &c. And then again large 
lots of cattle, pigs, sheep, and horses; yes, even 
turkeys walking demurely with no inclination 
to stray. What an emotional sight! The whole 
drove, hundreds of them, all of a kind. These 
were common occurrences, every day events. 
The same each winter.”

That “new road” mentioned by Mrs. Kelley 
was probably Corduroy Road plus, continuing 
south, the bit of Merrimack Road until it hits 
Boston Post Road. According to local tradition, 
told me by Keith Pomeroy, president of Mont 
Vernon’s historical society who has long ances-
tral roots in Amherst, this straight road was 
formerly known as Swamp Road and was built 
by the Turnpike proprietors. If so, presumably 
by the Amherst Turnpike Company, which was 
chartered in 1812 for the purpose of extending 
the Second Turnpike south through Dunstable 
(now Nashua) to the Massachusetts border, but 
granted four years’ extension of time in 1815. 

The Second Turnpike’s charter stipulated 
that no tolls could be demanded of persons 
passing to and from public worship, any mill, 
or the common and ordinary business of fam-
ily concerns within the same town. No tolls 
were ever collected, not even for through-trav-
elers, for travel between Amherst and Mont 
Vernon or within Amherst. 
Era of the Drovers

Curiously, there was no provision for tolls on 
flocks of turkeys as there was for four-legged 
livestock. In some places, the feet of these birds 
were tarred to protect them on the long walks 
to market in the late fall. Unlike the ungainly 
birds of today, these gobblers must have been 
all yummy dark meat from all that exercise. 

Come nightfall, the drover had to take care to 
be in a wooded area because the whole flock 
would suddenly rise to roost in the trees.

In October 1821, the editor of the Farm-
ers’ Cabinet of Amherst observed: “We should 
judge from appearances, not having counted, 
that nearly a thousand horned cattle passed 
through this place yesterday and as many, or 
more sheep. As large a number of fat cattle, 
and vast droves of sheep, have passed our door 
[1 Carriage Rd], in the course of the three last 
days of the week, for above a month past; and a 
less number on the other days – Sunday not al-
ways excepted. ... Indeed, there must be a great 
gormandizing somewhere, to consume the 
large droves that are constantly passing.” 

An account from the N. H. Patriot of Con-
cord (3 Dec 1821) confirmed that 1821 was a 
bumper year: “In no season do we recollect to 
have seen one half the number of cattle pass 
toward the market [as] the present fall; on 
some days, the droves succeeded each other 
with barely a space for separation during the 
day. The Boston Centinel says “... during the 
last three weeks at the Brighton Cattle Mar-
ket, 23,000 head of cattle [total] were exposed 
for sale on the three last Mondays.” The price 
of beef has been low ...; the best however has 
exceeded $3 per hundred. ... [T]he great quan-

tities of cattle driven, together with the pork, 
butter and cheese, pot and pearl ashes, &c. 
which remain to be carried to market [should] 
be more than sufficient to pay for all the for-
eign goods which will be consumed the pres-
ent season. ... Some of the western land may be 
more fertile but none of them produce so great 
a profit as those of the New England farmer.”

Edward D. Boylston (1814-1895), publisher of 
the Farmers’ Cabinet, in his memoir Sketch of 
a Busy Life (1892) recalled the great droves of 
cattle and sheep of his childhood: “[The droves] 
afforded fine sport for the boys, and some ben-
efit, for every lad had his whip, and was on the 
lookout for their coming, ready to aid in hur-
rying them down to French’s or Rhodes’s, and 
always returning with a few coppers in their 
pockets.” 

Why did drovers hire the help of local lads?  
The turnpike was bounded by stone walls on 
both sides through the countryside, which 
would help to keep the animals in line, but it 
likely was harder to keep them from straying 
in the Village. Drovers could travel only 6 to 
26 miles each day, depending on the type of 
livestock. Hogs, for example, covered 6 to 8 
miles a day. Drovers, on foot or on horseback, 
would stop at an inn where they could pasture 
their herd for the night and refresh themselves. 
Ephraim French (1755-1834) kept an inn/tav-
ern about half a mile south of the Common on 
the Boston Post Road, from 1802 until about 
1806 judging by taverner licenses granted to 
him, but he may have continued longer to pro-
vide pasture and feed to drovers. At that time, 
the road now called Courthouse Road was the 
only road that led south from the Common. 
Eleazer Rhoads (1771-1855) kept an inn/tav-
ern one mile south of the Common on Boston 
Post Road from 1820 to 1830; that house also 
was a tavern before (as early as 1811) and af-
ter his tenure. By this time, the straight section 
of road in the Village now called Boston Post 
Road had been laid out. Can you imagine the 
dust stirred up – and the poop?!
Dangers on the Road

A report in the local paper in October 1805 
gives some sense of the value of a drove as well 
as dangers encountered by drovers: “Robberies 
have of late become so very frequent that it is 
dangerous travelling with money, especially in 
the evening, unarmed and alone. On Monday 
evening last week, Mr Warren Parker, of Lyn-
deborough, was robbed on Medford Turnpike 
of about 200 dollars. The money he had taken 
for a small drove of cattle, and was going into 
Boston to discharge some debts he had there 
contracted. [He was] assaulted by two footpads 
[who] shot his horse under him [and] rifled 
him of his money.”
Teamsters Stressed Town Bridges

One teamster who traveled regularly on the 
turnpike into Amherst Village and contin-

Continued on page 8  u

The former Second New Hampshire Turnpike 
today – the last part in Mont Vernon, facing 
south toward the cul de sac at the northern 
end of Amherst’s Boston Post Road (hidden by 
a plow’s snow berm). It was wider when it was 
a toll road (1801-1837).


