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Candidates for Amherst Public Offices
Annual Town Election,       
Amherst, New Hampshire, March 8, 2011
SELECTMAN	
(3 Years) Vote for not more than one THOMAS P. GRELLA

     

TOWN	CLERK	
(3 Years) Vote for not more than one NANCY A. DEMERS

ZONING	BOARD	OF	ADJUSTMENT		
(3 Years) Vote fornotmore than two  JAMES M. RAMSAY

 

TRUSTEE	OF	THE	TRUST	FUNDS	
(3 Years) Vote for not more than one  ANDREW PATAKY 
     JACOB SIWIK

CEMETERY	TRUSTEE
(3 Years) Vote for not more than one MARIE T. GRELLA

LIBRARY	TRUSTEE
(3 Years) Vote for not more than two DONALD HOLDEN
     HELEN D. ROWE

Pataky Seeks Reelection
To the editor:

I am seeking reelection as a Trustee, and have enjoyed serving the Town 
of Amherst the past 3 years.  I hope you will cast your vote for

me on March 8th.
 
Sincerely,
Andrew F. Pataky
Amherst

Grella Seeks Third Term as   
Selectman
To the editor:

/I have decided to seek a third term as Amherst Selectman. During these 
last three years, I have been involved in numerous financial and personnel 
decisions with the Board on a variety of topics. It has been a truly reward-
ing experience to be a part of the political process. Some of the most mem-
orable decisions were:
1. As part of the Road Funding Analysis Committee, we analyzed all roads 

in town to determine the cost of rebuilding and maintaining the same. 
A $15 million bond was proposed and I presented it at the Deliberative 
Session and it was approved by the voters. This year was the first phase 
of the project, which paid for the rebuilding of Spring Road.

2. The DPW road maintenance budget, paid for a part of Spring Road and a 
section of Amherst Street that was rebuilt.

3. I am the Selectmen’s liaison to the Heritage Commission who had an 
inventory done of most of the old properties to catalog their historical 
significance. The Heritage Commission spearheaded Amherst’s 250th 
Anniversary Celebration.

 This project had been planned for five years.

As part of the budget process, I have used a common sense approach to-
ward making a decision. Each Department’s needs must be analyzed to de-
termine if the Taxpayers will have the ability to provide funds.

Please read the Voters Guide so you may become familiar with the “plain 
talk” explanation of each article. Remember to vote on March 8 from 6AM 
to 8PM at Souhegan High School. Thank you for your support

Tom Grella
Amherst

Beckley Supports Land for Rec 
Fields
To The Editor:

Please note these thoughts are my own and should not be construed as 
the collective thoughts of any organization.

I will vote in favor of Warrant Article 27 to transfer funds from the Town 
Land Use Change Tax Fund (LUCT) to a Recreation Fields Acquisition and 
Construction Capital Reserve Fund.

It has been clear for some time that the LUCT Fund resources would not 
be available for conserving natural open space.  The intention when the vot-
ers designated 50 percent of the current use fees for the LUCT Fund and 50 
percent for the Conservation Fund was that LUCT dollars would go to rec-
reation or other town needs.  By passing Article 27, a spade will be a spade.

The now expired open space bonding authority recognized that recre-
ation fields are a form of open space - they don’t grow houses and have gen-
erally permeable surfaces.  Fifteen percent of the authorized bond would 
have been used to acquire land for playing fields.  Unfortunately, no willing 
sellers came forward, so no funds went towards recreation space.

Article 27 will provide some resources for new or replacement sports 
fields.  Hopefully a property owner or benefactor will help stretch the Rec-
reation Facilities Fund through a donation or bargain sale.  This allocation 
also can be used by the Town as matching funds for grant writing.

Let me note, that the Conservation Fund for natural open space protec-
tion is also down to about the equivalent of two subdivision house lots.  
Without new money, grants, or donations of land in fee or by a conservation 
easement, the prospects for further land conservation are dim.

Bruce B. Beckley
Amherst

2011 School Board Member Candidates
Amherst School Board – School Board Member Openings
James Manning Three Year Term Open
Andrew Zell Three Year Term Open
Catherine Jo Butler Treasurer
Carol Holden Moderator
Nancy Baker School District Clerk

 

Mont Vernon Village School Board – School Board  
Member Openings
Thomas Driscoll Two Year Term Open
William Archibald Two Year Term Open
John Quinlan Three Year Term Open
Barbara Millar Moderator
Lyn Jennings Treasurer

 

Souhegan Cooperative School District – School Board 
Member Openings
Christine Janson Two Year Term (Amherst)
Andrew Rowe Three Year Term (Amherst)
Mary Lou Mullens Three Year Term (Amherst)
Pim Grondstra Three Year Term (Mont Vernon)
Frances Harrow Three Year Term (Amherst)

Election Day – March 8

Harrow Announces Candidacy
To the editor:

I am writing to express my desire to continue to serve on the Souhegan 
Cooperative School Board. I returned to the Board in June of 2010, having 
previously served on this board from 1998 to 2003. In the 25 years that I 
have been a member of the Amherst community, I have been actively in-
volved in the Amherst PTA, the Amherst Junior Women’s club and the 
Souhegan PTSA. I also served on the board of directors of Andy’s Sum-
mer Playhouse and the State PTA Board. Professionally, I am a nurse and 
a school psychologist who has worked with children from kindergarten 
through high school. My husband and I have raised two children in this 
community. Both our son and our daughter received their education in 
our schools, and have moved very successfully on to college and graduate 
school.

As an active member of the Souhegan Cooperative School Board, I have 
worked on the Annex Building Committee, the Policy and Personnel Com-
mittee, the Superintendent Search Committee and was the board repre-
sentative to the Budget Advisory Committee. I accepted a position with 
the Amherst School district, which precipitated the need for me to leave 
the Souhegan School Board in 2003. I served as a member of the Souhe-
gan Budget Advisory Committee form 2007-2009. This past summer I was 
given the opportunity to rejoin the Souhegan Board due to a vacancy and 
have worked over the past six months negotiating the staff and faculty con-
tract that will be presented to you at the polls as well as developing a fiscally 
conservative budget.

My interest in continuing as a member of the Souhegan School Board 
stems from a strong connection with the high school over the past almost 
20 years. I began my association with Souhegan serving as its first school 
nurse for three years. Over time I have seen hundreds of students who have 
been served very well by Souhegan and who have graduated fully prepared 
to be successful in the next phase of their lives. Having worked with our 
community’s youngest children and its teenagers, I believe that I have an 
informed perspective on the evolving academic and social needs of our ad-
olescents.

I would like to continue to serve you as one of your representatives on the 
Souhegan Board. I encourage each of you to come to the polls on March 
8th and I ask for your support.

Sincerely,
Fran Harrow
Amherst

Zell Announces Candidacy for  
Amherst School Board
To the editor:

My name is Andrew Zell and I am running for the Amherst School Board.  
I currently have two children in SAU 39, and believe there are things that 
we could be doing better.  Amherst is widely considered to be a very good 
school district in our state, but in my opinion there are things we can do to 
help take us to the next level.  I feel that in a lot of ways status quo has re-
mained ok, and some of the knee jerk reactions to our schools being in need 
of improvement have made us look bad over the past few years.  Adding 
a new Superintendant makes me very optimistic that things will change, 
though I certainly don’t expect to come in and suddenly everything will be 
perfect, I feel that I can represent the children of Amherst, and their par-
ents, who seem to not have a voice within our schools.  We want people to 
move to our town because of our school district (it’s why we moved here), 
and I’m hoping you will vote for me on March 8th so I can help keep us at 
the top.  Either way, please get out and vote, we have some important topics 
on the ballot!  Thank you!

Andrew Zell
Amherst

Rowe a Candidate for Souhegan 
School Board
To the editor:

My name is Andy Rowe and I’m running for Souhegan School Board.
Growing up in Amherst & Mont Vernon I attended Wilkins Elementary 

followed by junior high in Milford and a year at Milford Area Senior High 
before transferring to Bishop Guertin. In June of 2009 I moved back to Am-
herst with my 2 children so that they could take advantage of the quality of 
life Amherst has to offer. 

I consider myself a tax payer advocate who wants to make sure that the 
town and its citizens receive the maximum return from their tax dollar in-
vestment in the school district.  Whether you have children in the Amherst 
or Souhegan school system or not, high quality public schools are one of 
the most important drivers of property values in the town and are critical 
to preserving the unique benefits that Amherst offers. I place a high value 
on public education and understand the long hours and dedication it takes 
to be an educator from watching my mother, a 6th grade teacher, while 
growing up..

I am putting together a steering committee of parents, tax payers, and 
educators to help frame and guide my strategy and to help me represent the 
diverse interests that the school board seat represents. I have also created 
a FaceBook page where you can get updates on the election, ask questions, 
express concerns and weigh in on issues that are important to you.  http://
www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/Andy-Rowe-for-Souhegan-School-
Board/185036078195146. You can also follow me on Twitter @arow3 or 
email me directly at arowefor sau39@gmail.com 

Prior to moving back to Amherst, I spent 8 years running a multimillion 
dollar division of a trade publishing company where I learned firsthand the 
value of fiscal responsibility as we  managed through  economic turmoil 
and the profound changes the advertising and media business underwent 
as a result.

I hope you will support and vote for me on March 8th.

Regards,
Andy Rowe
Amherst

Amherst Recreation Warrant  
Article #27
To the editor:

As many of you are aware, the Town of Amherst will be losing a play 
ground and 3 athletic playing fields in a couple of years when Cemetery 
Fields reverts to the Cemetery Trustees to develop a cemetery.  This event is 
coming faster than many of us realize.  In our efforts to prepare for this day, 
we have requested that monies from the LUCT fund be transferred to our 
Recreation Fields Acquisition and Construction Capital Reserve Fund.

Warrant Article #27 is designed to replace Cemetery playground and 
athletic fields.  To date there is $390,000 in a fund called the LUCT fund 
(land use change tax).  When the LUCT fund was established, 50% was 
allocated to the Amherst Conservation Commission to purchase land for 
open space, passive recreation, etc. and the remaining 50% has been held 
for uses like the development of the Bean property, land purchase for DPW 
expansion and for completion of the PMEC building.   In order for the town 
to utilize these funds for any purpose a Warrant article must be submitted 
and approved at an annual Deliberative meeting and submitted for a ballot 
vote in March.

Recently he Board of Selectmen appointed a Cemetery Field and Play-
ground replacement Committee.  Although a specific parcel has yet to be 
identified, the committee is working towards that end.   The challenge is 
finding a suitable parcel that will accommodate both athletic fields, park-
ing and a public playground.

Securing a suitable parcel of land cannot be accomplished overnight.  We 
need to begin the process now.  We do not have a “land” purchase fund sit-
ting on the books that can be deployed by a Board of Selectmen’s vote.  It 
is critical that as a community we support Article #27.  It is only when we 
have funds available in the Recreation Fields Acquisition and Construction 
Capital Reserve Fund that the Board of Selectman can begin the process of 
negotiating a land purchase.

Do I think that $390,000 will be enough to purchase and develop land to 
replace Cemetery Fields?  NO 

Do I think that this is an important first step?  Yes
It is the responsible thing to do and funds are available this year.
Does this transfer of funds from LUCT to the Recreation Capital Reserve 

Fund affect your taxes?  The transfer of funds will not increase your taxes.
Thank you for supporting warrant article #27.

Kim Parrett
Amherst
Recreation Chair

Janson Seeks Reelection
To the editor:

Iask the citizens of Amherst for their votes on March 8. As a candidate 
for a two year seat on the Souhegan Cooperative School Board, I pledge to 
continue to work on behalf of students and the taxpayers.  While the poor 
economic times and lack of adequate state educational funding places a 
tremendous burden on the local taxpayer, we must remember that we are 
bound both legally and ethically to provide our children with the best edu-
cation possible. That means being creative with the funding we do have and 
making prudent, well thought-out choices when we spend.

As a member of the Souhegan Cooperative School Board the past three 
years, I have worked hard to ensure that Souhegan students are provided 
with what they need to be successful while keeping an eye on the costs. I 
have played a large part in bringing new leadership to our district, serving 
on the search committee looking for a new Souhegan High Principal and as 
SAU39 Board Chair; I recently led the search for our new Superintendent. 
Both of these leaders bring a fresh eye not only to how we educate our kids 
but to how to better connect our communities with our schools. I would 
appreciate your vote so that I can continue to work for education in the 
Souhegan Cooperative District.

Sincerely,
Christine A. Janson
Amherst

Funds for Recreation Fields   
Needed Now
To the editor:

On March 8th, the citizens of Amherst will be asked to vote on Article 
27.  Given the need to have a suitable alternative to Cemetery Fields as early 
as September 2012, Article 27 asks us to transfer $390,000 from one fund 
in the town budget to another.  It does not ask us to raise new taxes or pur-
chase a specific property.  It does represent 1) utilizing existing funds, 2) 
at a time when we must replace Cemetery Fields, 3) without raising new 
taxes. 

 Some of you may have heard that the $390,000 could be used to provide 
our town with either a surplus or go toward providing bottom line tax re-
lief.  Those are possibilities, and under most circumstances I would con-
sider that a responsible use of the money, but that is not my position in this 
case.  The reason centers around a fund called the Land Use Change Tax 
Fund or LUCT.  When LUCT was originally established in 2001, half the 
money was allocated to the Amherst Conservation Commission for “the 
purposes of conservation land purchase” and the other half was approved 
for “recreation land purchases”.   The Conservation Commission has con-
tinued to receive its portion as intended, while more recently LUCT has 
continued to be funded without utilizing the money for recreation.  Due to 
a recent ruling by the state however, Amherst can no longer roll the money 
over.  Without Article 27, $390,000 in LUCT must either be used by June 
30th or be placed in the town’s General Fund.  By transferring the mon-
ey into our Recreation Facilities Acquisition and Construction Capital Re-
serve Fund, we can ensure the money is used for recreational land purchase 
or development as originally intended.  If Article 27 fails, there is no guar-
antee the money will be used for tax relief and may result in a need to raise 
additional taxes later once a suitable replacement property for Cemetery 
Fields is identified.  Given the situation, I would assert that deferring this 
problem to a later date is not in our best interest.

The responsible solution is to fund a replacement for Cemetery Fields 
now while we already have the money. In a practical sense, athletic field uti-
lization in Amherst is unsustainable.  If we don’t replace Cemetery Fields, 
other fields in town will experience a spike in utilization and cost us more 
in long-term maintenance.  In a more fundamental sense, recreation is es-
sential to our quality of life.  Recreational facilities make Amherst an at-
tractive place to live by creating a strong sense of community.  We cre-
ate a gathering place for all our citizens to enjoy that cannot be developed 
with more houses or businesses.  Without the passage of Article 27, our 
enjoyment of lacrosse tournaments, football and soccer practices, socializ-
ing with friends and neighbors on the weekends, and carefree hours at the 
playground will soon be in jeopardy. 

Please vote yes on Article 27. 
It’s fiscally prudent, it’s timely and it’s simply the right thing to do for 

Amherst.
 

Respectfully,
Jim Manning
Amherst

 
Disclosure: Jim is a member of the Cemetery Fields Replacement Commit-
tee and is speaking on his own behalf, not as a member of the committee.

Vote Yes on Article 27!
To the editor:

March 8th we will be asked to consider Article 27.  As the president of 
the local Pop Warner team I see each fall how important field space is in 
our town from an athletic perspective.  But I don’t want to talk about that 
in this letter because I think people are very concerned that Article 27 is all 
about kids and where they will play sports.  What Article 27 is really about 
is a place where, as a community, we can gather to walk, garden,  and just 
enjoy the outdoors.  Certainly we hope it will be a place where you can go 
on a Saturday or Sunday and watch a ballgame, hear the birds chirp, and 
feel the wind on your face on a warm spring evening.  These are all things 
that ultimately make a community stronger. 

One thing that seems to be missing in people’s thoughts about purchas-
ing land for fields is conservation.  As soon as land is purchased for fields it 
will be open, clean green space in town.  It will not be houses, stores or big 
buildings.  Instead it will be a place to have a picnic…a place for a public 
playground…a place to go and just walk and enjoy.  Conserving our way of 
life does not mean only buying land that will remain exactly as it is…it is 
buying land that can help us get to where we want to be as a town.  Increas-
ing recreational activities helps develop a stronger sense of community and 
can help bring different groups of people together.

Quite simply this article allows us to move funds that already exist, work 
toward replacing Cemetery Fields while not raising a dime in new taxes.  I 
don’t know about you, but that sounds pretty good to me.  Vote Yes on Ar-
ticle 27 on March 8th!

 
Drew Zell
Amherst


