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OUT OF SIGHT - OUT OF MIND
OUT OF $$$$$

One of the most important
systems in your home,
though hidden, may be wast-
ing your energy dollars.

Record world oil prices are
hitting home this winter.
Natural gas is predicted to
rise an average of 24% and
fuel oil a whopping 36%
according to The National
Energy Assistance Assoc.

Your air ducts are a branch-
ing network made of sheet
metal, fiberglass or other
materials. Located in the
walls and/or ceilings. They
circulate the air from your
heating and air condition-
ing unit throughout your
home. If the ducts are sepa-
rated, torn, or improperly
installed, heated or cooled
air is forced out of unsealed
joints causing as much as a
20%-30% energy loss as well
as adding hundreds of dol-
lars a year to your energy
bills.

Simply put, today’s homes
are better insulated to keep
heat inside during the win-
ter. As a result, energy sav-
ings can be startling provid-
ing your duct system is not
squandering the benefits.

It is never too late to save
energy and money by fol-
lowing a few helpful tips:

• Inspect all visible lines for
separations or tears.

• Inspect the area around
the filter. It should be

tight.
• Change the filters often.

Electrostatic filters are
highly recommended by
industry experts.

• Remove floor and ceiling
vents. Use a flashlight and
confirm the duct boots are
securely connected to the
floor and free of air gaps.

• Inspect the duct boots for
dirt, dust and other con-
taminants.

Dirty air ducts can decrease
the efficiency of your sys-
tem and continuously circu-
late undesirable and harm-
ful particulates throughout
your home.

5 Star Clean Air Solutions
of Meredith, New Hamp-
shire, specializes in the
highest quality air duct
cleaning and repair service.
Our experienced and profes-
sional technicians will con-
duct a complete state of the
art video inspection of the
system. This provides our
customers with a clear pic-
ture of the condition of
their system. We also per-
form a post video inspection
after cleaning to ensure the
quality of our workman-
ship.

Contact us at
603-279-0504

or
603-707-1097
to schedule your

consultation.
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To qualify, a minimum $5,000 secured, closed-end loan must be obtained. Overdraft Line of Credit, MasterCard, Home Equity Lines of Credit, Home Equity Loans and 

Granite State Credit Union We are New Hampshire!

AMHERST  CANDIA  CONCORD  MANCHESTER  NASHUA  SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses for over 65 Years.

Together, a small gesture can make a BIG impact.

we will give you $50 cash and donate another $50 to the New 

Hampshire Food Bank.

gscu.org/specials 800-446-0285

Hollis Veterinary Hospital &
On The Go Mobile Veterinary Services

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

465-7071
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WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!

James A. Belanger, DVM
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Amendments To Warrant Articles
As Voted On At The Deliberative Session   
February 9, 2011

ARTICLE	37:		Library	Operating	Budget	(By	Petition)
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $816,434  $1.00 

to defray the costs of the operation of the library.
ARTICLE	38:		Library	Operating	Budget	as	a	Separate	Warrant	
Article	(By	Petition)

To see if the Town will vote to express a ‘sense of the meeting’ resolution 
requesting the Board of Selectmen, in future years, to have the library bud-
get presented in the form of a separate warrant article. and Library Board 
of Trustees in future years, to schedule a special joint meeting prior to fi-
nal budget submission in order to facilitate increased communications be-
tween these Boards and to provide an additional opportunity for citizens 
input regarding the overall Library budget and goals.
ARTICLE	23:		Operating	Budget	

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate as an operating bud-
get, not including appropriations by special warrant articles and other ap-
propriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget posted 
with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes 
set forth herein, totaling $10,299,569 $10,346,565.00.  Should this article 
be defeated the default budget shall be $10,136,943 which is the same as 
last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the town 
or by law; or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accor-
dance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operat-
ing budget only.  This operating budget warrant article does not include ap-
propriations contained in ANY other warrant articles.  [The Meeting added 
$46,966.00 to the Health & Human Service Agencies.]
ARTICLE	27:	Funding	for	Recreation	Land	Purchase	-	Transfer	
from	LUCT	Fund	to	Recreation	Fields	Acquisition	and	Construc-
tion	Capital	Reserve	Fund

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $250,000 
$390,000 to be placed into the Recreation Fields Acquisition and Construc-
tion Capital Reserve Fund previously established by the passage of Article 
10 at the March 2007 annual meeting.  Such amount to come from the  be 
transferred from the existing balance of the Land Use Change Tax Fund 
pursuant to RSA 79-A:25-a, (II).  And to authorize the Board of Selectmen 
to enter into agreements to acquire properties for recreation purposes as 
they deem appropriate, on terms and conditions acceptable to the Board of 
Selectmen provided that no expenditure from said Capital Reserve Fund for 
any such land acquisition shall occur unless and until the same is approved 
by a duly warned town meeting in accordance with RSA 32:15, (II) (a). and 
under the provisions of RSA 41:14-a.  

This is a non-lapsing Special Warrant Article in accordance with RSA 
32.
ARTICLE	34:		Health	and	Human	Service	Agencies			

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of forty six 
thousand nine hundred and ninety six dollars ($46,996) one dollar ($1.00)  
to support the health and human service agencies which provide service to 
Amherst residents, the amount of the grant and identity of the receiving 
organization to be determined by the Selectmen as they, in their judgment, 
deem appropriate. In the event this article passes, the selectmen intend to 
include this appropriation in future years as a line item in the operating 
budget.

Town Budget Deserves Your   
Support And Your Vote
To the editor:

Once again it is time to go to the polls to vote on how Amherst will pro-
vide services for its citizens through June 2012.    The Amherst Board of Se-
lectmen, Town administrator and the Department heads with oversight by 
Ways and Means had their work cut out for them this year.   

It is easier when the economy is vibrant to develop a budget that meets 
the citizen’s expectations for services.   But, when the economy is less than 
robust budgeting becomes very difficult.   But the Board members were 
elected to serve you.   They bring their experience and understanding of 
what is needed and expected to continue to budget responsibly so that the 
town delivers the services that most citizens want.

The Board understands that often when expenditures are delayed costs 
may rise considerably in the future.  But more importantly by delaying ex-
penditures, roads, buildings and equipment are not maintained and up-
graded in the appropriate time frames.   In other words, we fall behind.  
They know that they are able to run the town with a minimal number of 
dedicated Town employees who work hard, are valued members of our 
town and need be compensated.   Every department provides immeasur-
able needed services to the citizens.   By defeating a budget, not only will 
services not keep up with current demands but maintenance, repairs and 
progress will be set back for years to come.   

The town budget is currently 16.6% of the total tax bill which as the se-
lectmen have shown is less than the town governments of many towns with 
similar populations including Exeter -28.8%, Goffstown-37.6%, Hanover-
22.9%, Milford-23.8%, Pelham- 26.9% and Windham-18.9%.   

The 2012 fiscal year’s budget will increase by 6% over the 2011 fiscal year’s 
budget.   Major components of this increase are found in a 15.25% increase 
in health insurance or $110,168.00; an increase of $26,356 in the town’s 
pension contribution mandated by the state and finally a net increase of 
$262,227 for the principal and interest on the road bond that was approved 
last year by the citizens.  These increases for health insurance, pensions, in-
terest and principal on the road bond and contributions total $398,733 or 
68% of the budget’s total increases.  The majority of the other 32% provides 
salaries, the revaluation or property, road maintenance, building mainte-
nance, medical services, fire services, police services, communication ser-
vices, library services, recreation services, legal services, the transfer sta-
tion, elections, tax collection, other insurances and many other services 
provided by the town to its citizens. 

There are many constituencies in the town and your Board of Selectmen 
represent of all of them.  They are aware of their responsibility because not 
only are they your elected officials but your friends, neighbors and taxpay-
ers.   There is not one member of this board that does not work tirelessly to 
develop the budget.  There is not one member of the board that is not ac-
countable to you.   

 I believe the Selectmen’s fiscal year 2012 budget deserves your support 
and your vote on March 8th. 

Since we are all members of one community not individual factions that 
are only interested in ourselves we need to take responsibility for what hap-
pens to our town.   It is your responsibility to get out and vote.   The fate of 
our town is in your hands.

Sincerely,
Marilyn Peterman, Amherst
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