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Schools

BY KATRINA HOLMAN
 
MANCHESTER – Wo men chang ge, wo men 

tiao wu, zhu he da jia xin nian hao!  [We sing, 
we dance, wish all of you – or literally, the big 
family – a good new year!] So sang the students 
learning Chinese in 7th through 12th grades at 
The Derryfield School at the all-school assembly 
on Monday morning. Later in the week they dec-
orated the school for Chinese New Year’s Day, 
which this year fell on February 3, with special 
calligraphy on red paper and with pink rabbits, 
the zodiac symbol for this year, and yellow “fu” 
cut-outs. “Fu” (with fourth or downward tone) is 
a Chinese character written with 16 strokes that 
means everything good – good fortune, prosper-
ity, happiness. For this celebratory occasion they 
did not use any white paper, because the Chinese 
color of mourning would not be appropriate or 
auspicious. 

All the Chinese classes just spent a couple 
weeks learning calligraphy. “Calligraphy is pret-
ty cool,” said 8th-grader Nicole Anthony of Am-
herst. “It’s so much harder than it looks. You 
have to hold your breath for each stroke. For 
competitions, [people in China] practice years 
and years.” Jimmy O’Brien of Amherst, also an 
8th-grader, liked calligraphy a lot: “It was really 
fun – and easier than memorizing vocabulary.” 
He practiced the brush work five or six times be-
fore creating his final piece on red paper in the 
cursive style.

Senior Alisa de Bruyn Kops of Amherst also 
chose the artistic cursive style used for compe-
titions for her “fu.” The high schoolers also cre-

ated pairs of vertical red banners, each with a 
four-character phrase, that were mounted on ei-
ther side of doors. Alisa used brush strokes in the 
modern print style used for textbooks to write 
the Chinese for “Every year big luck” on one and 
“Surplus for every year (or, Surplus at every age of 
your life)” on the other. 

On New Year’s Day this past Thursday, Sun 
Lao-shi aka Mrs. Ying Xia Sun Peterson taught 
her students in all grades how to make dumplings 
filled with pork, beef or vegetables. (“Lao-shi” 
means “honorable teacher,” similar to the Japa-
nese “sensei” familiar to American karate kids.)

New to Derryfield this year, Jimmy prepared 
to jump into second-year middle school Chinese 
with one-on-one tutoring this past summer. He 
was bored by the Spanish class he had last year, 
so his older brother, who studies Chinese in col-
lege, advised him that Chinese would be fun. “It 
IS funner than Spanish,” said Jimmy, even though 
“it’s harder than all my other classes.” He likes 
how different the Chinese language is from Eng-
lish and appreciates the small class size. Nicole 
and her brother, 7th-grader Eric Anthony, expe-
rienced Chinese during a visit to Taiwan several 
years ago and chose it as their foreign language in 
middle school because they think it will be im-
portant for business when they grow up, owing to 
China’s prominence in the world economy. 

Alisa, now in Chinese IV Honors, was in the 
first high school class of Chinese offered at The 
Derryfield School when she was a freshman. She 
fell in love with the language and plans to contin-
ue learning it in college.

The Derryfield School

Chinese Classes Celebrate New Year’s Day

PHOTO BY ANNE BRANCH, THE DERRYFIELD SCHOOL

The Derryfield School’s Nicole Anthony, in 8th 
grade, creates calligraphy for Chinese New Year’s 
Day.

STUDENTS IN THE NEWS

SAU 39 School Board

New Superintendent Named
Chair of the SAU #39 School Board, Christine Janson, is very 

pleased to announce the selection of its new Superintendent of 
Schools, Mr. Peter Warburton. After an exhaustive search pro-
cess resulting in final interviews of the three candidates on Satur-
day February 12, the SAU #39 School Board voted unanimously to 
elect Mr. Warburton. The ratification of Mr. Warburton’s contract 
is scheduled for Thursday, February 17, 2011.

The school board is delighted with the selection of Peter War-
burton who is currently Superintendent of Schools for SAU #53, 
serving the school districts of Pembroke, Allenstown, Deerfield, 
Chichester and Epsom. In addition to having highly successful ex-
perience with working with a multi-district SAU, “Mr. Warburton 
brings a student-centered focus and a collaborative management 
style to our school districts,” Ms. Janson stated.

“We are very impressed with Peter’s background and qualifica-
tions as a very strong match to what the school board here has in-
dentified in the leadership profile,” Chris Janson commented.

She went on to say that “we are particularly pleased with Mr. 
Warburton’s track record of accomplishments and his strength in 
communications, which the board felt especially important.” He 
has achieved a great deal in his current assignment, some of which 
include a focus of student achievement and corresponding test re-
sults, the potential start-up of a new charter school and the strong 
relationships he has developed among staff, students, parents, local 
officials and members of the taxpaying community.

Prior to his current position as superintendent, Mr. Warbur-
ton was assistant superintendent for SAU #53. Mr. Warburton has 
been involved with all aspects of school leadership including: cur-
riculum, instruction, collective bargaining, budget development, 
professional development, long-range planning and school im-
provement. Additionally, he served as principal in the

Barrington School District and held assistant principal positions 
in Northwood, Kingswood and Londonderry. Earlier in his career, 
Mr. Warburton taught middle school students.

Mr. Warburton has earned a Certificate of Advanced Graduate 
Studies from Plymouth State University, a M.Ed. from the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire and a B.A. from St. Anselm College. A 
former Peace Corp Volunteer, Mr. Warburton is actively involved 
with the Commission of the New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges.

After a couple of planned visits to our school districts this spring, 
Peter Warburton will commence his responsibilities as Superin-
tendent of Schools on July 1, 2011, at which time Dr. Mary Athey 
Jennings will retire after five years of dedicated service.

Chris Janson concluded by stating, “on behalf of the SAU #39 
School Board, I wish to thank the members of the Superintendent’s 
Advisory Search Committee, the school staff, students and com-
munity members who took an active role in the vetting process of 
the search resulting in the selection of Peter Warburton.

Christine Janson, Chair
SAU #39 School Board

Students Named to Dean’s 
List at the University of Ver-
mont

BURLINGTON, VT - The follow-
ing area students have been named 
to the dean’s list for the fall 2010 
semester at the University of Ver-
mont:

Timothy A. Andreasen of Am-
herst,  a sophomore Business Ad-
ministration major in the School of 
Business Administration; Amber 
R. Attalla of Amherst, a senior Psy-
chology major in the College of Arts 
& Sciences and Meredith Baptist of 
Amherst,  a sophomore Communi-
cation Science major in the College 
of Arts & Sciences.
Local Students Named to the 
Dean’s List at Saint Anselm

MANCHESTER - Rev. Augus-
tine Kelly, O.S.B., dean of the col-
lege, announced that the following 
local students were named to the 
Dean’s List for the first semester at 
Saint  Anselm College, Manchester, 
NH: Samantha Glavin of Amherst, 
who is a communication major and 
a member of the class of 2014;

Andrea Griffin of Amherst, who 
is a mathematics major and a mem-
ber of the class of 2014; Amanda 
Peters of Amherst, who is a interna-
tional relations major 

and a member of the class of 
2011and Tyler Wing of Amherst, 
who is a business major and a mem-
ber of  the class of 2014.
Rivier College Dean’s List

Nashua —The following students 
were named to the Dean’s List at 
Rivier College for the fall 2010 se-
mester: Amherst: Angelique Adri-
aansen, Angela Avery, Anna Coo-
per, Graham Grassett, Sara Naprta, 
Amanda Potter.  

Mont Vernon: Brian Joaquim. 
University of New Hampshire’s 
Dean’s List for the Fall Semes-
ter of  2010 

DURHAM - The following stu-
dents have been named to the 
Dean’s List at the University of New 
Hampshire for the fall semester of 
the 2010-2011 academic year.
HigHest Honors:
Cassandra Cleaves, Nyomi Guzman, 
Jessica Hartley, Christopher Hebert, 
Blythe Hedges, Corey Johnson, Brit-
tany Lyon, Amanda Mazerall, Jacob 
Nevrla, Katrina Nichols, Abigail 
Nielsen, Hannah Nielsen, Conor 
Stokes, Lauren Thomas, and Fraser 
Tibbetts

HigH Honors:
Charles Almeida, Robin Bourassa, 
Heather Brooks, Thomas Campbell, 
Aimee Clement, Ryan Hall, Tracy 
Hujsak, Richard Jordan, Hilary Junt-
wait, Kelsey Juntwait, Christopher 
Len, Emil Locke, Brittany Mays, 
Ashley Moore, Ruth Newhouse, 
David Orr, Zane Pokorny, Samantha 
Ross, Adam Stokes, and Lauren 
White
Honors:
Jeffrey Bregger, Thomas Broderick, 
John Callahan, Sabrina Clark, Emily 
Coddington, Andrea Dow, Timothy 
Eagan, Nichole Frechette, Evelyn 
French, Colleen Graham, Hyehmi 
Greene, Kathleen Leonard, Mitchell 
Osbourne, Jessie Panasiti, Brittany 
Pascoe, Matthew Phillips, Hannah 
Pierce, Devin Quinn, Jonathan Rob-
erts, Clayton Ryer, and Grace Stover

Local Students Earn Highest 
Honors At Skidmore College

SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY - 
The following local students earned 
highest honors for the fall semes-
ter at Skidmore College:  Alexan-
dra McGuire, Class of 2011. She is 
the daughter of Charles and Rebec-
ca McGuire of Amherst and Timo-
thy Nichols, Class of 2012. He is the 
son of Bradford and Susan Nich-
ols of Amherst.  Highest honors 
are awarded for a quality point ra-
tio of 3.670 or more from a possible 
4.0. Honors are awarded for a grade 
point ratio of 3.4 to 3.669.
Applewild School Announces 
Honor Roll

Applewild School’s Head of 
School, Christopher Williamson, 
and Head of Upper School, Erica 
Hager are pleased to announce the 
following students’ honor roll status 
for the first semester.

The following student of Am-
herst: 6th graders MacGuinness 
Galinson; Effort High Honors and 
Academic High Honors, David Ja-
noschek; Effort High Honors and 
Academic Honors, Ryan Quinlan; 
Effort Honors and Academic High 
Honors, 8th grader Benjamin Ja-
noschek, Effort High Honors and 
Academic High Honors.

In order to qualify for academic 
high honors, a student must obtain 
an overall semester average of A- or 
better with all grades of B or high-
er.  To qualify for academic honors, 
a student must obtain an overall se-
mester average of B or better with 
no C’s.

Local Students Named to 
Skidmore’s Thoroughbred So-
ciety

SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY - The 
following local students were re-
cently named to the Skidmore Col-
lege Thoroughbred Society for aca-
demic achievement during the fall 
2010 semester. The Thoroughbred 
Society recognizes Skidmore Col-
lege varsity student-athletes who 
have achieved a grade point average 
of 3.67 or higher in the previous se-
mester.

Alexandra McGuire, Class of 
2011. She is the daughter of Charles 
and Rebecca McGuire of Amherst.

Margeaux Cannon, Class of 2014. 
She is the daughter of Andrew and 
Brenda Cannon of Amherst.
Local Students Earn Honors 
from Allegheny College

MEADVILLE, PA - The follow-
ing area students have been named 
Alden Scholars for the 2009-10 ac-
ademic year at Allegheny College. 
Alden Scholar awards are presented 
to students who maintained a grade 
point average of 3.2 or higher dur-
ing the preceding academic year. 
The awards are named in honor of 
the Reverend Timothy Alden, Jr., 
who founded the College in 1815.

Brittany J. Leonard, daughter of 
Deborah Leonard-Wisniewski of 
Amherst. Leonard is a graduate of 
Souhegan High School.
Emmanuel College Announces 
Fall 2010 Dean’s List

Emmanuel College in Boston 
recently announced recipients of 
Dean’s List awards for the fall  2010 
semester, which included Ashley 
Mary P. Cascadden of Amherst.  
Students earning a grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or higher are awarded 
the distinction of Dean’s List.
Local Students Make the 
Dean’s List at Miami University

Miami University students who 
achieved a 3.5 or better grade point 
average for second semester 2010-
2011 have been named to the dean’s 
list recognizing academic perfor-
mance.  Meredith Ashley Joyce of 
Amherst was named to the list.
Amherst Resident Caroline 
Smith Receives Academic 
Honors

BOSTON-- Northeastern  Uni-
versity recognizes those students 
who distinguish themselves aca-
demically during the course of the 

school year. Amherst resident Car-
oline Smith, a Northeastern Uni-
versity student majoring in Nurs-
ing, was recently named to the 
University’s dean’s list for the fall 
semester. To achieve the dean’s list 
distinction, students must carry a 
full program of at least four courses, 
have a quality point average of 3.5 
or greater out of a possible 4.0 and 
carry no single grade lower than a 
C- during the course of their college 
career. Each student receives a let-
ter of commendation and congratu-
lation from their college dean.

Caroline Smith is a member of 
the University Honors Program, 
which offers high caliber students 
the chance to further hone their 
studies and interests. 
Local Residents Receive Aca-
demic Honors

BOSTON -- Northeastern  Uni-
versity is pleased to recognize those 
students who distinguish them-
selves academically during the 
course of the school year. The fol-
lowing local students were recent-
ly named to the University’s dean’s 
list for the fall semester 2010, which 
ended in December 2010:Michael 
Brisebois, who is majoring in Psy-
chology; Anne Cochrane, who is 
majoring in Criminal Justice; Emily 
Eagan, who is majoring in Business  
Administration; Katelyn Scott, who 
is majoring in Music; Hanna Trudo, 
who is majoring in Journalism; and 
Mont Vernon resident Marissa Ash-
craft, who is majoring in Nursing.

To achieve the dean’s list distinc-
tion, students must carry a full pro-
gram of at least four courses, have a 
quality point average of 3.5 or great-
er out of a possible 4.0 and carry no 
single grade lower than a C- during 
the course of their college career. 
Each student receives a letter of 
commendation and congratulation 
from their college dean.
Michelle Weber Named to the 
President’s List at Clearwater 
Christian College

CLEARWATER, FL - Michelle 
Weber of Amherst was awarded the 
President’s List Award by Clearwa-
ter Christian College in Clearwater, 
FL for scholastic achievement dur-
ing the 2010 fall semester. In or-
der to be recognized for this award, 
honorees must have been enrolled 
full-time and earn a minimum 
grade point average of 3.90 on a 4.00 
scale.

Family Vision Care
Dr. Philip S. Aubrey and ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Philip S. Aubrey • Dr. Sharon G. Perkins

81 Mont Vernon Street – Milford

673-1330
Evening and Weekend Hours Available

Member 
American Optometric Association

TM

Preschool Registrations Now Being Accepted
 For 2011-2012 Amherst Clark-Wilkins Preschool

Registrations are being accepted at the 
Superintendent’s office for the new 
Clark-Wilkins Preschool program for 
2011-2012. The program will 
run from Monday through 
Thursday with a class for 3 
year olds from 8:30-11:15 
a.m.  and an afternoon class 
for 4 year olds from 12:00-
2:45 p.m. 

Registration packets and necessary 
forms can be downloaded by going to  
www.sprise.com and clicking on the 

Clark School section of the 
website.
For additional informa-
tion, please contact Caroline 
Smith,  Amherst Preschool 
Coordinator: caroline.smith@
sprise.com or 673-2343.

2011-2012 Registration Begins January 1st (Ongoing for 2010-2011)
Before and after school enrichment for your kindergartner.

“Free play is thinking time for young children”
11 Church Street,  Amherst, NH 03031  

672-3168
Non-Profit www.preschoolinthevillage.org Licensed Plus

Preschool programs for 
your 3 and 4 year olds

An extra year of learning 
for your 5 year old

673-4948

Milford Power
Equipment

554-1988
30 Cottage St.

Milford, NH
276 Rt. 101

Amherst, NH

Visit either locationVisit either locationVisit either location

Snowblower parts, Small Engine parts,
belts, skids, shave plates, shear pins

and much much more in stock! Complete Cleaning 
Service

• Weekly/Bi-Weekly Cleaning •
• Seasonal Cleaning •

• Windows •
Detail Oriented/References

E. Pratt
repratt87@comcast.net

603-620-0390

Growing garden center with a vision for the 
future is seeking experienced applicants for 

the following positions:

• Landscapers
• Nurserymen/women

• Sales Personnel
• Florists

Please mail your resume to 
Amherst Garden Center, 

305 Route 101, Amherst, NH 03031, 
fax it to 603.673.6224 or 

email it to johnagc@comcast.net. 

305 Route 101, Amherst, New Hampshire 03031 
603.673.3008 • 603.673.6224 fax • www.amherstgardencenter.com

John Cochran, Owner

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e s t o R a t i o n   •  R e m o d e l i n g  •  R e p a i R s  •

•   eme R gen C Y   gene R ato R s    installed   –   C all    F o R    details  •


