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Voters’ Guide
The 16-page 2011 Voters’ Guide 
for the Town of Amherst is  
included inside today’s issue. 

2011 Voters’ Guide    inside

B R I E F S

Election Day
Voting for Town and School District Officers 

and Warrants will be held on Tuesday, March 
8, 2011 at Souhegan High School, 6:00 a.m. 
- 8:00 p.m.     

Mont Vernon Voters-Mont Vernon Village 
School, 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m

Absentee Ballots
The Amherst Annual Town Election 
will be held on Tuesday, March 8, 
2011.

Absentee ballots are available in the Town 
Clerk’s Office.  NH law requires that you vote in 
person at the polling place (in Amherst that is 
Souhegan High School) unless you plan to be ab-
sent on election day, cannot appear in public on 
election day because of observance of a religious 
commitment, are unable to vote because of a 
disability or you cannot appear at any time during 
the polling hours because an employment obliga-
tion requires you to remain physically at work or 
to be in transit to or from the time the polls open 
until after the time polls close.    Polling hours in 
Amherst are 6AM to 8PM.   To obtain an absen-
tee ballot please submit a written request which 
requires a signature of the voter.  They are avail-
able during regular business hours 9AM to 3PM 
Monday through Friday and Tuesday night from 
4:30 to 6:30.  Ballots may be requested by mail 
or in person and must be received back by 5PM 
Monday night on March 7th if returned in person 
and by 5PM on election day if returned by mail.  
No absentee ballots may be returned in hand on 
election day.

The last day to register to vote before the elec-
tion was Saturday, Feb. 26th.  No additions or 
corrections shall be made to the checklist after 
this session until election day.  NH law also al-
lows voter registration on election day.  

The Amherst town clerk’s office will be closed 
all day on election day as we will be working at 
the polls.

Schools    page 9

Schools
“Read Across America”  showcased 
decorated classroom doors at Clark-
Wilkins School with a reading theme.

Library
Nancy Baker presents, “Celebrating March…
The Equinox: Expectations and Equilibrium” 
on Wednesday, March 16th, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.

Library    pages 4 and 5

Next Issue: March 22, 2011

House Republicans Pass 
“Evergreen” Repeal
Completes follow through on pledged Republican 
Agenda Issue

ConCord—In January, House republicans presented a 
five-point agenda that would serve as a guide for legislation 
during the coming session.  Today in Concord, they deliv-
ered on one of their major promises to repeal the so-called 
Evergreen bill (SB1),  in a 282-70 roll call vote.

The legislation, passed under democrat leadership in 
2008, allows pay plans for public employees to continue af-
ter contracts expire, effectively ensuring teachers and other 
public employees that they will receive salary step increases 
based on years of experience instead of having their wages 
frozen when negotiators cannot agree to a new deal.

House Majority Leader d.J. Bettencourt (r-Salem) called 
the legislation a “key” piece to the House republican Agen-
da.  “This law clearly shifted the balance of power to unions 
during contract negotiations.  This will help our municipal-
ities in protecting their budgets from costs not within their 
control,” he said.

In January, the legislation was passed by the Senate by 
an overwhelming 19-5 vote. Following today’s vote in the 
House, the bill will next head to the governor’s desk for his 
signature.  If the evergreen repeal is signed into law, only 
contracts with specific evergreen language negotiated by 
unions and employers would continue to be subject to ever-
green provisions. For all other contracts, whether they were 
signed while the evergreen law was in place or after it was 
repealed, public employees would not see automatic salary 
step increases once the contracts expire.

“We will continue to adhere to our republican Agenda,” 
added Bettencourt. “The people of this state have given us 
a trust and today is just one example of how we intend to 
follow through with our promises.  I urge Governor Lynch 
to do the right thing for our cities and towns and promptly 
sign this into law.”

Celtic Folk Ensemble “Long Time Courting” 
In Concert At The Amherst Town Library

 AMHErST - In the third concert 
of the Sundays at 4 Music series at the 
Amherst Town Library, Long Time 
Courting performs on Sunday, March 
20th from 4:00 to 5:00 PM.  This Bos-
ton based all-female band delivers high 
energy traditional music from Ireland 
and beyond, inventive arrangements, 
and evocative and soaring four-part 
vocal harmonies.  Bringing together 
the talents of Sarah Blair on fiddle/vo-
cals, Liz Simmons on guitar/vocals, 
Shannon Heaton on flute/vocals, and 
Ariel Friedman on cello/vocals, this 
band shares a love of traditional Irish 
and American music as well as con-
temporary material. We invite you 
to come and continue to celebrate St. 
Patrick’s day on Sunday, March 20th, 
at the Amherst Town Library!

The ensemble combines four in-
dividually accomplished traditional 
musicians and singers with fresh atti-
tudes.  Fiddler Magazine states, “Sar-
ah Blair is simply a great fiddler.  Her 
combination of grit and control makes 
for music with drive, lift, and a com-
pelling earthiness.”  Sarah began play-
ing Irish fiddle in Providence, rhode 
Island’s thriving Irish music scene.  
She honed her playing as a sought af-
ter session leader in Boston and in the 
world of American contra dancing.  
With her band The Sevens and with 
other ensembles, Sarah has played at 

festivals, concerts, and dance weeks 
from Alaska to Quebec to Florida.  
Her most unusual gig was filling in 
for fiddler Liz Carroll for a portion of 
The Eagles’ singer don Henley’s 2000 
tour.  She is included in “Handy with 
the Stick: Fiddler Magazine’s Best of 

Irish fiddling,” a 2009 book profiling 
top Irish fiddlers by Brendan Taaffe.

Liz Simmons on guitar, grew up 
in a musical family in Southern new 
Hampshire.  Her passion for tradi-

Budgets and Articles Add Less Than $1 to Tax Rate 
By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHErST – on Tues-
day, March 8, voters will be 
presented with three operat-
ing budgets - Town of Am-
herst, Amherst School dis-
trict (ASd) and Souhegan 
Cooperative School district 
(SCd) on three separate bal-
lots.  ASd and SCd are pre-
senting operating budgets 
with small increases: ASd, 
$161,066 (0.69%); and SCd, 
$71,495 (0.39%).  The Town 
operating budget has an in-
crease of $585,921 (6%). The 
Selectmen’s budget was in-
creased at the deliberative 
meeting  by $46,996 when 
the voters moved the costs 
of article 34 for Health and 
Human Services into the 
operating budget.   In ad-

dition, the cost of the long 
term bond passed last year 
for road reconstruction in-
creases the principal and in-
terest line items by $262,226 
in this budget.

This is a total operating 
increase of three districts 
of $818,482.  A tax rate in-
crease of $0.29.  That trans-
lates to an increase of $116 
on a $400,000 assessed 
property to operate all three 
districts.

Warrant Articles

Souhegan Cooperative 
School District

Article 3 ratifies the con-
tractual agreement with 
the professional and sup-
port staff at the high school 
and raises $114,714 for cost 

items in the contract.  The 
contract has a 1% cost of liv-
ing adjustment in FY12 and 
a 1.75% CoLA in FY13.  Es-
timated tax impact: Am-
herst $0.06, Mont Vernon 
$0.07.

Article 4 designates 
$65,000 from the year end 
undesignated fund balance 
to be added to the School 
Maintenance Fund. Esti-
mated tax impact: Amherst 
$0.03, Mont Vernon $0.04.

The Souhegan Advisory 
Finance Committee sup-
ports the operating budget 
and the two articles.

The warrant articles re-
sult in a $0.09 increase for 
Amherst. This is a $36.00 
increase on a home valued 
at $400,000.

The increases warrant ar-
ticles results in a $0.11 in-
crease for Mont Vernon. 
This is a $44.00 increase on 
a home valued at $400,000.

The increases in the op-
erating budget and warrant 
articles combined results 
in a $0.11 increase for Am-
herst; a $44.00 increase on a 
home valued at $400,000.

The increases in the op-
erating budget and war-
rant articles combined re-
sults in a $0.52 increase for 
Mont Vernon; a $208.00 in-
crease on a home valued at 
$400,000.
Amherst School District

Article 13 is the cost items 
in the collective bargaining 
agreement of the Amherst 
Education Association.  The 
cost of $371,910 is a $0.20 

increase on the tax rate.
Article 15 is to raise 

$60,000 for the Capital Fa-
cilities repair, Maintenance 
and Improvement Expend-
able Trust Fund.  $30,000 
from the year end undes-
ignated fund balance and 
$30,000 by taxation.  Tax 
impact: $0.03.  Total $0.23 
for warrant articles. This is 
a $92.00 increase on a home 
valued at $400,000.

operating budget and ar-
ticles combined are a $0.31 
increase; a $124.00 in-
crease on a home valued at 
$400,000.
Town of Amherst

The Board of Selectmen 
proposes a FY 2012 operat-
ing budget of $10,346,565 
(default $10,136,943) with 
an increase of 5.52% and a 

tax impact of $0.19. 
The Board of Selectmen 

had originally proposed 
that accumulated LUCT 
(Land Use Change Tax) 
funds ($390,000) be divid-
ed so that recreation would 
receive $250,000 for land 
acquisition and construc-
tion for playing fields and 
the remaining $140,000 be 
used for a surplus fund and/
or go against the bottom 
line to reduce the tax rate. 
At the deliberative meeting 
voters amended the article 
to $390,000 to Fund recre-
ation Land Purchase. 
ARTICLES

Article 22, Bridge re-
placement Bond. Estimated 

Amherst Middle School 

4th Grade Concert of 
“Hansel and Gretel”

Fourth graders in costume tune-up before starting their 
dress rehearsal of “Hansel and Gretel.”

AMHErST – Fourth 
Graders Perform a Musical 
Adaptation of “Hansel and 
Gretel”

With original music and 
direction by music teacher, 
robert Allwarden and cos-
tumes and sets by art teach-
er, Mary Prescott-nin-
ness, the fourth graders at 
Wilkins School performed 

the classic tale of “Hansel 
and Gretel” in an all new 
format.

With fourth grade teach-
ers Mrs. Zall as the wicked 
witch, Mr. Wright as the 
woodcutter and Mrs. Gil-
pin and Mrs. nagy sharing 
the role of stepmother, the 

Standing: First place winners - Abigail Conard (2nd grade), Alyssa Saunders (3rd grade) and Kate Eastland 
(4th grade); Seated: Second place winners - Logan Pettus (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle), William Leverone 
(2nd grade), Amanda Jordan (3rd grade) and Bailey Conard (4th grade).  Bailey also took 1st place in the 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle category.

Kindergarten winners: (L) Audrey Littlefield 
(1st place) and Charles Maroun (2nd place)

First grade winners: (L) Sydney Mazur (1st 
place) and Jack Benner (2nd place).

Young Inventors Show Creativity and Inventiveness
Clark and Wilkins Schools

Continued on page 4  u

Continued on page 9  u
Continued on page 9  u

Continued on page 6  u

Dear Fellow Residents of Amherst: 

 The first portion of the annual Town Meeting took place on February 9th, with approximately 175 voters in attendance.  The meeting began 

with the announcement by Town Moderator Bob Schaumann that after 24 years of service this would be his last meeting as he will be moving from 

Amherst.  His skill and wit in running a meeting will certainly be missed and we wish him well.   As the meeting continued, there were lengthy 

debates regarding the method the library budget is presented to the voters, the manner the town should fund the Health and Human Service 

agencies, and some last minute changes in the way the State interprets the town’s Land Use Change Tax Fund.  These discussions as well as 

deliberations on the remaining articles were lively yet the meeting still wrapped up around 10:30 PM.  It is a privilege to be able to participate in 

such an open process that produces the final articles that you will find on the ballot when you participate in the second portion of Town Meeting.  

Your chance to cast your vote on these important issues, within the privacy of the voting booth, is Tuesday, March 8th from 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM at 

the Souhegan High School.  We strongly encourage you to research the issues and make your statement concerning the future of Amherst by voting 

on Tuesday.

 The enclosed guide is the effort by your Board of Selectmen to help you have a clearer understanding of what each article is proposing to 

accomplish.  We understand that legal requirements cause each article to be written in sometimes complex language which frequently can serve to 

confuse us on the actual intent.  This is even more valid for people who may not have been actively involved in the discussion that led to the 

creation or amendment of a particular article.  This guide is meant to explain in common language the intent of each article, as well as to offer 

some background information on the topic. This guide supplements the annual Town Report which is now available at the Town Hall, the Library, 

and the Police Station.  Should you have any questions regarding your town government after reviewing these documents, we urge you to contact 

Town Administrator Gary MacGuire (673-6041 x209, GMacGuire@AmherstNH.gov)) or any of the Board members (info available at 

www.AmherstNH.gov).  We would be pleased to answer any questions you may have. 

 The Selectmen have spent many hours this year working with our town Department Heads, as well as the dedicated members of your Ways 

and Means Committee in creating a spending plan that seeks to address issues within our town over multiple years, lessening the impact to the 

taxpayer. The recent economic climate has made it difficult to “stay the course” in addressing necessary purchases and repairs to maintain our 

infrastructure and equipment.  The budget and warrant articles that were created this year contain incremental increases that begin to address our 

needs and will ultimately create a balanced spending plan to prevent future spikes.  We made tough decisions to forgo adding any additional 

personnel, as well as to decline any wage scale adjustment on behalf of our existing personnel for the second consecutive year.   It was an 

unusually long and arduous budget process this year; however we are pleased with the final results.  We urge you to become better educated on all 

the issues, make your informed decisions, and please come to the Souhegan High School on Tuesday, March 8th to cast your vote.

 We would like to express our sincere appreciation to our employees, our Ways and Means Committee, and the citizens who participated in 

the process that has produced the warrant that is in front of you this year.  We could not have been as effective without each of them.   We would 

also like to thank you for the opportunity to represent you, and we appreciate your support as we work together to preserve Amherst as a great 

community to live in. 

      Sincerely,  

The Board of Selectmen

      George Infanti, Chairman   Bruce Bowler, Vice Chairman 

         Tom Grella        Jim O’Mara    Dwight Brew

Town of  Amherst Voters Guide  

Please bring this with you to the polls on March 8, 2011

at Souhegan High School between 6 AM and 8 PM 

$400,000 House - Property Tax Allocation

$8192 Total Taxes Paid at Current Rate

 $5,596 -68%

 $404 -5%

 $828 -10%

 $1,364 -17%
Town

School - Local

County

School - State

The all female band, Long Time Courting, will perform at the Amherst Town 
Library on Sunday, March 20 at 4 p.m.  The concert is part of our Sundays 
at 4 Music Series.  We thank the Friends of the Amherst Town Library for 
funding the entire 2011 music series at the Library.


