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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.
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tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
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A Vote for Mary Lou Mullens is a 
Wise Decision
To the editor:

It is our pleasure to write this letter of support for Mary Lou Mullens as 
she pursues reelection to the Souhegan High School school board.

We have known Mary Lou for more than 10 years, and over the years, we 
have watched with admiration as she has dedicated countless hours to a 
wide variety of volunteer responsibilities in our community. Whether it is 
chairing an event like the Turkey Trot for the Amherst Junior Women (an 
event that she helped create and oversaw for 10 years), assisting with a wide 
variety of activities for her children, or working with the Souhegan High 
School Community Council and school board committees, Mary Lou de-
votes herself whole-heartedly to any task she undertakes. She is thoroughly 
committed to ensuring that anything she does is done competently and 
well.

We have also had numerous opportunities to talk with Mary Lou over 
the past three years about her work on the SHS school board. She has im-
pressed us with her ability to look at issues from all angles, to actively pur-
sue the information that she needs to make informed decisions, and to 
keep in mind the well-being of everyone involved in the school community, 
including students, faculty and staff, parents, and members of the larger 
Amherst and Mont Vernon communities. She serves on the school board 
not to pursue any personal agenda, but to assist the school with its contin-
ued pursuit of excellence at all levels.

Finally, as community members who have served on the Amherst 
School District ways and means committee (Davin) and who worked in 
the SAU 39 district and served on the board of the Amherst PTA for five 
years (Kristin), we know that being a member of the SHS school board is a 
demanding task. There is a significant learning curve for new board mem-
bers, one that requires them to invest much time and effort in order to 
understand the complex work with which the board is charged. Mary Lou 
has thoroughly mastered that learning curve during her first term on the 
school board, and she is poised to continue to be a valued, capable board 
member. The experience and knowledge she brings to the position is an 
invaluable asset.

We believe Mary Lou has the commitment, personal characteristics, 
and experience that  make her an excellent candidate for a second term on 
the Souhegan school board. When you vote for her on March 8, you can 
rest assured that you have made a wise decision.

 
Kristin and Davin Desborough
Amherst

Library Trustee, Helen Rowe 
Seeks Re-Election 
To the editor:

As a current Library Trustee seeking reelection I thought perhaps an ex-
planation of the duties and responsibilities of the Trustees might be help-
ful.  By state law, Library Trustees are the governing board of the library 
responsible for the entire custody and management of the public library.  
Before we can act on any matter we must be sworn in so that our actions 
are legal and binding.  We meet monthly to review policies, expenses, cir-
culation, any issues that have arisen either from patrons or staff, program-
ming and building concerns.  We are responsible for the annual Boardman 
Concert. Our treasurer maintains a close watch on expenses and informs 
us at each meeting relative to expenditures and income.  We work with the 
Library Director in developing our yearly budget. We attend the NHSLTA 
meeting held each May or attend smaller sessions offered within the local 
area where applicable.  We also have joined with other Souhegan Valley 
Library Trustees to form a local group.  This group meets quarterly and 
discusses common problems, issues, and concerns.  Amherst hosted this 
group for their January meeting.

Over the past 10 plus years we have overseen significant changes in li-
brary services as we moved into the technological world.  Most overdue no-
tices are now sent out by e-mail.  A weekly newsletter goes to patrons who 
are on the e-mail list.  Both of these actions are examples of savings to the 
budget. Patrons can request or renew books, check to see whether a partic-
ular book, audiocassette, or DVD, is available without leaving the comfort 
of their home. We successfully undertook a fund raising campaign to raise 
money to replace carpeting on the lower level

Our most important job, however, is to be an advocate for the library and 
the many services that are offered for all ages and interests. Our immediate 
future challenge is to look at how the spaces in the library are utilized and 
determine if there are ways to better use the space available.

I ask for your support on March 8.

 Thank you,
Helen Rowe   
Amherst

Voice Your Opinion
To the editor:

In viewing the line items of our Town Budget, one item seems inappro-
priately placed.  That line item pertains to the Library.  By Statute, any town 
that elects to have a Public Library shall annually provide adequate funding 
for the operation and maintenance thereof.  An elected Board of Trustees, 
who exercises  complete control over all operations of the Library, governs 
the Amherst Library.  Included is the responsibility to hire employees, de-
termine wages and benefits and prepare a budget.  The budget, that is pre-
pared by the Trustees and submitted to the Board of Selectmen, indicates 
what portion of their operating budget is required from public funds.  This 
appropriations request is carried within the Town’s Budget as a line item. 
(Library) 

This presents a problem for the following reasons:
First, we have two independently elected bodies submitting a combined 

budget request;
Second, on the advice of counsel, the Board of Selectmen maintains the 

view that they cannot amend up or down the amount requested by the Li-
brary;

Third, at the deliberative session where the Board of Selectmen presents 
their warrant article to raise and appropriate a sum to operate the Town, 
included is the Library line item un-amended by the Board of Selectmen. 

There are a couple of alternatives.  
One, that the Board of Selectmen accepts the Library’s appropriations re-

quest subject to the same budgeting process afforded all other departments 
under their control. ( A request does not necessarily mean approval.)

Two, the Library’s budget is presented to the voters as a warrant article as 
is the Town’s, and both school districts’.  The Amherst Library is a similar 
governmental body in rules and regulations to the three aforementioned 
independent town governments, and should be treated the same.

As in the case of a warrant article being defeated, the default budget be-
comes the operating budget.  The statutes require that when an appropria-
tions budget is presented, a default budget shall also be presented at the 
first budget hearing.

Once a town elects to have a Free and Public Library, the town is obli-
gated by Statute to provide adequate funding annually.

The question arises, what is adequate funding?   The answer can only 
come from the voters.  If the voters want the basics only, then the funding 
necessary to provide the basics is adequate funding.  The more bells and 
whistles provided, the more the cost.  This is why I believe that the Library’s 
budget should stand alone, and let the voters determine what they want.

We must remember the Town is responsible for all aspects of its depart-
ments and obligations.  The Board of Selectmen wrestles all the time on 
how to allocate public funds.  They prioritize the needs of each department 
and how to best address the long and short-term consequences of their ac-
tions.  By inserting an appropriations request into their budget, without 
them having any control over it, unfairly inflates their budget.

Recently, at the deliberative session, petition warrant articles were pre-
sented in an attempt to correct this situation, however, the revealing sta-
tistics and facts presented were ignored by a strong show of supporters of 
the Library.

Because, the two petitions warrant articles were rendered meaningless 
by amendment at the Deliberative Session, there is still a need for the Se-
lectmen to hear the voter’s concerns directly.

Please contact them by mail, e-mail, phone, or in person, to voice your 
opinion.  

Dick Lefebvre
Amherst

Mullens Demonstrates    
Commitment and Leadership
To the editor:

I am writing in support of Mary Lou Mullens for the Souhegan Coop-
erative School Board.  Mary Lou has demonstrated commitment and lead-
ership during her tenure on the Board. Her willingness to take on com-
plex and time-consuming projects has benefited not only Souhegan High 
School, but the Amherst community at large.

I have known Mary Lou for several years during which time she has been 
a dedicated volunteer in our community, I worked alongside Mary Lou in 
the AJWC.  She was a trusted leader, willing to take on new projects and set 
high standards.  She has been recognized by her peers for her outstanding 
effort.  Mary Lou has devoted particular attention to students and to meet-
ing the needs of the less fortunate.

 As a mother of three children in the public schools, Mary Lou has been 
a classroom volunteer and PTA member. Her vision for the schools and 
her commitment to the students led her to broaden her efforts on behalf of 
both.  After a term on the Souhegan Community Council, Mary Lou made 
the decision to run for Souhegan Cooperative School Board. Mary Lou’s 
background in economics, her commitment to education and her ability to 
lead have served her well in that role.  More importantly, Mary Lou Mul-
lens has served well all of us. 

 

Shannon Chandley  
Amherst

Keep the Blue Bus Rolling
To the editor:

Keep  the Blue Bus rolling!  Vote yes on Article 33.  The first organiza-
tion that I volunteered for when we moved to Amherst thirty odd years 
ago was FISH, which provides free rides to area residents.  Back then there 
were never enough drivers to meet the demand, especially requests for dai-
ly trips into Nashua for radiation treatments or dialysis.  Local churches 
and service organizations were able to assist, but still the needs exceeded 
the ability to provide rides. 

 Fast forward to 2011.  Our population has significantly increased, FISH 
is still in business, but still the demand for transportation to critical medi-
cal services outstrips the capacity of FISH.  Enter the Blue Bus.  Any citizen 
of Amherst can use this service—no matter what your age or your finan-
cial status.  If you lack transportation, and need to visit a medical provider, 
you can use the Blue Bus.  This is not only a godsend to seniors who want 
to remain independent for as long as possible, but a life line to those who 
must seek medical help, but lack the transportation to do so.  

In the past year, hundreds of rides have been taken by Amherst resi-
dents. These rides are available only to the citizens of towns that contrib-
ute proportionately to the bus service’s operating costs.  Our share of that 
cost this year is $5500, which translates to less than one cent on the tax 
rate.    Please keep Amherst citizens on the Blue Bus.  Vote to support Ar-
ticle 33.

Cynthia Dokmo
Amherst

Vote Yes on Article 33
To the editor:

As the Resident Services Manager at Parkhurst Place, I wish to express 
the position of many of our residents on Warrant Article #33 which asks 
the town of Amherst to join the towns of Milford, Hollis and Brookline by 
supporting the Souhegan Valley Transportation Collaborative (“Blue Bus”) 
service for individuals who are in need of essential transportation.

The Warrant Article requests that the town add a $5,500 line item to the 
Annual Budget to help subsidize this needed service.  In order to leverage 
Federal Funds, the local towns must contribute.  Understandably, voters 
anxious to keep taxes down are skeptical of any new expenditure, even if 
the amount is small.   Over the past year, after the costs and benefits of this 
transportation service have been thoroughly digested by the public; we are 
pleased that the Amherst Board of Selectmen and the Ways and Means 
Committee are now supporting the bus.  Now it is up to the voters.

The “Blue Bus” has been a “life saver” to those of us who live in towns 
with no public transportation and are unable to drive, either temporarily 
due to illness or injury, or permanently, due to frailty or declining health 
status.  Many of us have families who live far away, or who can not arrange 
time off from work to drive us to doctor’s appointments, physical therapy, 
kidney dialysis, etc. or for basic shopping trips.  The “Blue Bus”, provided 
through Nashua Transit, provides a reliable low cost transportation service 
which helps preserve independence and dignity.

Many of us take it for granted that if we have a medical appointment or 
grocery shopping to do, we can hop in our cars and drive to our destina-
tion.  Voters should be aware that for those individuals who are not able to 
drive, and for one reason or another, do not have a support system in place, 
getting out to go shopping or to these appointments becomes a “struggle”.   

I encourage voters to vote “Yes” to Article #33 on March 8th!   
 

Thank you,
Lorraine Jost  
Resident Services Manager 
Parkhurst Place
Amherst

I Support Article 27 
To the editor:

One of the things that attracted my family to move to Amherst is the 
strong sense of responsibility apparent in the community. I see examples 
of this responsibility extending to a wide range of areas: courteous drivers, 
library utilization, phenomenal parent volunteerism, strong school support 
by taxpayers, and dedication of town committee members. In short, it isn’t 
hard to brag about Amherst.

However, one of the things I truly enjoy about Amherst is in danger.  Al-
though the town is fortunate to have many clubs and a great recreation de-
partment, the playing fields upon which these organizations depend are to 
be converted into “Forestview Cemetery.”What I can do as a citizen, how-
ever, is vote for Article 27 on March 8th.

I fear the town may misread Article 27 as a new tax.  It is not.  Article 27 
is using existing funds to replace Cemetery Fields.  These funds are the re-
sult of Warrant Article 12 from 2001, which set up the Land Use Change 
(LUCT) fund.  The purpose of Article 12 was to raise money for both con-
servation land and recreation land.  The conservation money has been 
spent, but the active use recreation money has not.  Given the necessary 
conversion of Cemetery Fields, this is the right time to move the recreation 
funds to establish replacement fields.

The athletic programs in our town are run extremely well and are vital to 
the development of our children.  Through our experience with Amherst 
Soccer Club, our kids have been taught not only athletic skills by phenome-
nal coaches and volunteers, but also have received life lessons on leadership 
and teamwork.   Fellow parents speak glowingly regarding participation in 
other local sports as well. 

Local activities for our children will be harmed if the fields are not re-
placed. The substantial loss of fields will also negatively impact our econ-
omy as local businesses are certainly helped by folks coming in for events 
such as the ASC Memorial Day soccer tournament.  Fewer fields will dic-
tate more games played away from Amherst. 

For these reasons, I agree with the Board of Selectman and the Ways and 
Means Committee in supporting Article 27.

  
Norman Ian Carnick
Amherst


