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We have activities planned all week, 
for kids of all ages---see our schedule 
of events on this page, or check out 
our website:  www.amherst.lib.nh.us 

Spanish is Fun! Our wonderful Se-
nora Rowley will be holding her ever-
popular Spanish for Kids series every 
Tuesday in March from 3:30-4:00. Join 
Senora Rowley for language enrichment 
and fun! Ages 4-7. Call 673-2288 or visit our 
website to register.

Storytimes begin again in March: our next 6-wk. 
session runs from Mar. 8 - April 14

Baby Listeners—(newborn to 24 mos. w/caregiver) 
10:00 am Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5 and 12.

Terrific 2’s and 3’s—(2 and 3-yr.olds w/caregiver) 
10:00am Mar. 10, 17, 24, 31, and April 7 and 14

Book Bunch—(ages 4-6) 1:00pm Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29 
and April 5 and 12.
Junior Book Club 

We are a lively group of kids and adults who meet 
on the second Wednesday of each month to do a book-
related activity, to talk about the book we’ve read, and 
to share some after-dinner snacks!  Please talk to Miss 
Sarah if you’re interested in joining us.  Our book for 

March will be A Cricket in Times Square  
by George Selden. A children’s classic, 

with illustrations by Garth Williams, 
this is the story of a cricket who finds 
his way to New York City and the 
friends and adventures he encoun-
ters there.
Great Stone Face Reviewers 
Book Club

Our book club for 5th and 
6th graders continues to meet at 
6:30pm on the first Wednesday 

of each month.  Unlike many book 
clubs, we do not all read the same 

book together.  Instead, each member 
chooses one (or more!) books to ‘read 

and review’ from a master list each month.  
When we get together, we share our opinions 

on all of the various titles we’ve read---sometimes we 
convince others to try a book; sometimes we warn them 
against it! It’s fun! Join us for some great reading, spir-
ited discussions, and snacks, of course!  If you’re inter-
ested, please talk to Miss Sarah. 
Open Playtimes in March

Every other Friday morning, the Johnson Meeting 
Room is filled with toys, books, blocks, legos, etc.---
just waiting for toddlers to come in and play.  There’s 
no structured activity, just a little “mood music”, and 
a chance for caregivers to sit and chat while their little 
ones play together, or to get down on the floor and join 
in the fun!  This month’s open playtimes are: March 11, 
and March 25 from 10:00 to 11:00.

It’s About Conservation

Habitats At Risk
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

In our article last week, we gave brief descriptions 
of the eight diverse habitats found in Amherst and 
some trails that would lead you to them.  But, what 
about the ecological values of and risks to these ar-
eas?  The best place to find that kind of informa-
tion is in the NH Wildlife Action Plan which can 
be found at www.takingactionforwildlife.org.  This 
reference includes maps, species descriptions and 
land cover information.

The Amherst area maps show the habitat types 
we are writing about and their locations.  In a par-
allel set the wildlife habitats are shown with their 
state-wide and regional ecological rankings.  The 
very important supporting landscapes are also 
plotted.  The ranking process considered each for-
est area in 0.22 acre segments (pixels).  Factors in-
cluding wildlife conditions, human impacts, pollu-
tion, and the presence of rare or threatened species 
were then applied to arrive at the rankings for each 
area.

There are 22,025 acres in Amherst of which 
21,574 acres are land surface.  Of this area, 7,022 
acres are ranked with the state’s highest ecological 
value.  And of this, Amherst has 1,647 acres (24%) 
of that highest ranked habitat protected for con-
servation.  The Wildlife Action Plan also shows 
there to be 991 acres of supporting landscape such 
as the woods surrounding vernal pools.  Of this 
important acreage, only four percent is considered 
protected.

Much of the ecologically highest ranked habi-
tat in town is in the Appalachian oak-pine forest 
category.  This is the predominant forest type of 
the northwest corner of town, Grater Woods, and 
many smaller areas.  This forest type in general is 

faced with many threats 
which may not be read-
ily apparent as we hike 
through these areas.  In 
our forest management and town planning some 
of the treats need to be recognized and planned 
for:
• Habitat loss to development – large, intact 

blocks of this forest type are relatively rare with 
only 12% of existing forests being permanently 
protected state-wide.  In Amherst, the Commis-
sion and Land Trust continue efforts to protect 
remaining natural space parcels.

• Fewer beaver dams – Over time, human devel-
opment has encroached on beaver habitats, 
reducing the ability of beavers to influence the 
forested landscape, making the forests more 
uniform and less diverse.

• Fewer forest fires – With fewer fires, the under-
story density and diversity is less.  Scheduled 
burns are periodically employed at the New 
Boston Air Station to manage diverse habitats 
for wildlife diversity.  A trial burn was used suc-
cessfully last year by the ACC in an Amherst 
section of the Joppa Hill Farm property.

A healthy diverse wildlife population requires a 
diversity of habitats with minimum fragmentation.  
The Commission and Amherst Land Trust are 
working to these ends as dwindling resources per-
mit.  Come, bring your copy of the Amherst Walk 
Book and see what has been done already. Off-road 
parking is available for the trails in Pond Parish 
Town Forest, Joe English Reservation, Haseltine 
Reserve, Joppa Hill Farm, and Grater Woods.

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
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Amherst Town Library

Celebrating March… the Equinox: 
Expectations and Equilibrium

Amherst Town Library

The 2012 Fraud: Misreading The 
Maya and Their Calendars

AMHERST - March begins a 
new series for adults at the Amherst 
Town Library entitled Time Trav-
el: Back to the Future.   In the first 
program of the month, R.P. Hale 
presents “The 2012 Fraud: Misread-
ing the Maya and their Calendars” 
on Tuesday, March 8th at 7:00 p.m.  
How many Ends of the World have 
you lived in so far?  The hysteria 
surrounding 2012 turns out to be 
the usual fraud and misrepresenta-
tion aimed at separating you from 
your money, and based on false-
hoods about the Maya Calendars.  
Explore the history of the Apoca-
lypse – mankind’s second oldest 
story – along with what the Maya 
Calendars are and how they work.  
Then, take a look at what the frauds 
and fearmongers say and “debunk” 
them yourselves.  R.P. Hale, of Az-
tec heritage himself, presents a fully 
illustrated and participatory pro-
gram with a surprising conclusion 
in this New Hampshire Humanities 
Council sponsored program.

R.P. Hale holds a B.S. in Chemis-
try from the University of Arizona 
and is an interdisciplinary artist, 
craftsman, musician and historian. 
He is a senior astronomy education 
staffer with the McAuliffe-Shep-
herd Discovery Center in Concord. 
and he is an active participating 
scholar in Mesoamerican history, 
astronomy, archaeoastronomy, the 
Náhuatl (Aztec) language and par-
ticularly the evolution, workings, 
and astronomical basis of the Maya 
and Aztec calendars.  Recognized 
by the Smithsonian Institute as one 
of this country’s top harpsichord 
makers, he is also a concert harpsi-
chordist.   

Hope you can join us for this first 
of the March series programs. You 
are also invited to join us for the 
rest of the Time Travel: Back to the 
Future series at the Amherst Town 
Library: “Shakespeare’s Greatest 
Hits: The Lunatic, the Lover, and 
the Poet—a living history presen-
tation” on Tuesday, March 15th 

from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.; “Celebrating 
March…The Equinox: Expectations 
and Equilibrium” on Wednesday, 
March 16th from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.; 
“Brainstorming: Rory Raven, Men-
talist and Mindbender” on Tuesday, 
March 22nd from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.; 
“Ty Burr, Boston Globe Film Critic 
presents: Does Film have a Future?” 
on Wednesday, March 23rd from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.; and, “Lafayette 
and the Farewell Tour: The Amer-
ican Idol” on Tuesday, March 29th 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

This event and all the events in 
the series are free and open to the 
public.  The Amherst Town Library 
is grateful to the New Hampshire 
Humanities Council for providing 
funding to make this program pos-
sible.  Please register for this event 
and all the upcoming year’s events 
by calling 673-2288, emailing li-
brary@amherst.lib.nh.us or by vis-
iting our website at www.amherst.
lib.nh.us and selecting “Calendar of 
Events.”

AMHERST – As part of the Am-
herst Town Library’s March adult 
series called Time Travel: Back to 
the Future, Nancy Baker presents, 
“Celebrating March…The Equinox: 
Expectations and Equilibrium” on 
Wednesday, March 16th at 1:00 to 
2:30 p.m. in the Johnson Meeting 
Room.  March is the month of ex-
pectation, when there is as much 
light as darkness and a sense that 
life is shifting from one expecta-
tion to another.  In Lewis Carroll’s 
time, things were “mad as a March 
Hare” at this time of year, and it is 
the season of March madness in 
this country.  This time of uncer-
tainty and anticipation has always 
been a part of our folklore, litera-

ture and meaning making.  In this 
program we will explore March as 
a month, a surname, a political and 
geographic definition, and a musi-
cal expression.  We’ll look at poems 
and paintings, listen to some mu-
sic, learn about some famous events 
that happened in March, and gen-
erally ponder what the spring equi-
nox has contributed to our collec-
tive consciousness.  The format is 
an interactive exploration of philos-
ophy, art, literature, mythology and 
music.  No previous study of any of 
the disciplines is expected, and all 
in-class and follow-up materials are 
provided. 

Presenter Nancy Baker, one of 
the Founding Faculty at Souhe-

gan High School, was runner up 
as New Hampshire Teacher of the 
Year in 2004.  During her time at 
the school, Nancy taught Mythol-
ogy, History of Ideas, Philosophy, 
Ancient History and Latin.  A Clas-
sical Languages major at Harpur 
College, SUNY at Binghamton, 
Nancy continued graduate work in 
Egyptology at Brown University.  
She also worked in the Research 
Department at Colonial Williams-
burg, was Director of Research at 
the Historic Annapolis Foundation, 
and is the author of several articles 
on early Annapolis, Maryland, sil-
versmiths in the 18th century, and 
colonial ship chandlery. 

To qualify, a minimum $5,000 secured, closed-end loan must be obtained. Overdraft Line of Credit, MasterCard, Home Equity Lines of Credit, Home Equity Loans and 

Granite State Credit Union We are New Hampshire!

AMHERST  CANDIA  CONCORD  MANCHESTER  NASHUA  SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses for over 65 Years.

Together, a small gesture can make a BIG impact.

we will give you $50 cash and donate another $50 to the New 

Hampshire Food Bank.

gscu.org/specials 800-446-0285
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ANTIQUES P FINE ART

28TH ANNUAL

WINTER SALE!
– UP TO 65% OFF –

P

Buying silver & fine art
Consignments wanted
Free expert appraisals

P

323 Elm St/Rte 101A, Milford NH
603-673-8499

www.nhantiquecoop.com

Open daily 10 - 5

NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.

EST.
1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine


