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Battle of the Bands, Rocks 
March 25th, at Sky Lounge

Consider The Needs Of The Elderly
To the editor:

Voting for funds to provide transportation on the Souhegan Valley Bus 
Rides will be on the ballot on March 8.  Amherst citizens, please join with 
our neighbors in Brookline, Hollis and Milford to vote to provide funds of 
about $5,500 so that all of our people, especially our seniors, can keep ap-
pointments for medical care in Nashua and in their towns with indepen-
dence and safety.

Friends and neighbors are usually agreeable to help but in most busy lives 
it is not always convenient to spend time driving plus waiting for the office 
visit.  The Blue Bus arranges for time of pick up at the home, the length of 
the appointment and the return to home - all with our accommodating and 
caring bus driver who is most solicitous of his passengers.   My failing eye-
sight no longer makes driving possible, so I have used the Blue Bus since it 
started and praise it whenever the occasion presents itself.  It’s a wonder-
ful service.

Why there is any resistance to funding this valuable service is a mystery 
to me.  Voters, consider the needs of the elderly and help them to take care 
of their health with dignity and the safety of The Blue Bus.  Vote for fund-
ing!

Margaret Levey
Amherst

More Letters

★★★RE-ELECT★★★
Tom Grella - Selectman
  “Proven Leadership”
★ 11 Years - Selectman
★ 3 Years - Ways & Means

Fiscally Aware & Responsible
★ 42 Years - Volunteer Service
★ 30 Years - Amherst Fire Dept.

Change without Large Expenditures to the Taxpayers
Committed to Long Range Capital Expenses and Planning

★★★Vote March 8th★★★

Vote No on Article 27
       Return $390,000 to Taxpayers

John Bachman David Citarelli
Jan Bunker Peter de Bruyn Kops

If Article 27 does not pass, the $390K in the LUCT fund will return to the 
general fund and thereby reduce our taxes.  Those claiming no tax impact 
are misleading at best.

Why couldn’t the Deliberative Session leave this article as originally 
proposed by the Board of Selectmen? Originally, it provided some funds 
for sports fields ($250K) and some returned to the general fund ($140K)?

Vote “YES” to Support the Blue 
Bus
To the editor:

Souhegan Valley Rides, known around town as the “Blue Bus”, is an as-
set to the communities choosing to participate in this transportation part-
nership. Souhegan Valley Rides is an affordable, wheelchair accessible bus 
service that takes residents to non-emergency medical appointments and 
social service appointments three days a week locally and in Nashua, and 
offers rides for shopping at four local plazas one day a week.  

In years gone by, people relied solely on their family, friends, neighbors 
and faith communities to help them out and take them to doctor’s appoint-
ments or on shopping trips if they were unable to drive themselves.  Of 
course, people still do rely on these support networks for help and hopefully 
always will; that’s part of what makes us a community.  But in this day and 
age, our social structure has changed and the stresses on individuals and 
their families often make it much harder to transport someone especially 
on an on-going basis.  Wage-earners are often unable to take time off from 
work to transport loved ones to frequent appointments, such as dialysis or 
physical therapy.  The “Blue Bus” is there for these individuals and fami-
lies.  

One of the challenges often mentioned by volunteer ride programs is the 
lack of available drivers. FISH is facing this challenge. SVTC and FISH work 
closely so that together we can try to fill in the gaps in service. For exam-
ple, FISH is able to drive clients to Manchester for medical appointments, 
which has been voiced as a need in Amherst, but is unable to help wheel-
chair-dependent riders and does not have the volunteer resources to offer 
rides for shopping.

Our bus fares are modest at $2 per ride specifically because studies show 
that the people who generally use community transportation are older, dis-
abled and have more limited financial means.  Souhegan Valley Rides helps 
any resident of a participating community regardless of age, disability, or 
financial circumstances.

Demonstration of how much a service or organization is valued can be 
shown in more than just checks and dollars. The bus service has received 
financial support from the Dartmouth-Hitchcock organization. Many 
healthcare professionals and staff members from the Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock, St. Joseph and Southern NH Medical Center organizations regularly 
refer clients to the bus service. Referrals are another way to support the ser-
vice and demonstrate the belief that this bus service has value. Although in-
direct it should be pointed out that the three healthcare systems do support 
the service through their property tax dollars at least in Milford where all 
three own property. Could they do more through their Community Ben-
efits programs? Can we do better in how we ask for their help and will we 
keep working on that avenue of financial support? The answer to all three 
questions is Yes. The Souhegan Valley Transportation Collaborative has 
been and will continue to actively work on engaging more partners, includ-
ing these healthcare organizations and other local businesses, in the larger 
effort to address the community transportation needs in our region. 

Lack of an ongoing financial commitment from the healthcare systems, 
is not a reason for a community not to support a valued service that meets 
an identified need in that town. Since its inception in October 2008, fund-
ing for this community transportation initiative has been a private-public 
partnership.  Milford, Hollis and Brookline have provided municipal fund-
ing.  Amherst has benefited from a Bean Foundation grant and a private 
donation by an Amherst resident to cover the town’s portion of the bus ser-
vice’s operating costs. Many local foundations, service organizations, busi-
nesses and private donors seeing great need for this transportation service 
have also contributed over the past three years.  

By voting to fund your town’s share of the cost of this service, we are still 
“neighbor helping neighbor” with our basic needs, we are just doing it in 
a more structured manner that meets the changing times. This year Am-
herst’s share of the cost to offer this dial-a-ride service and extend a helping 
hand to your neighbors in need of transportation assistance is $5500 which 
translates to a tax impact of less than a half of one cent.

As important as it is to provide safe roads and recreational opportunities 
within a community, it is also important to assure that residents can access 
healthcare services when needed and accomplish basic life activities such as 
grocery shopping. By fostering individual health, we can improve the com-
munity health of our towns and enhance the quality of life available to our-
selves and our neighbors. To paraphrase what one neighbor said at another 
local budget meeting, given the economic challenges we are all facing today, 
this is the time to invest in services that help our neighbors most in need. 

We urge the residents of Amherst to support Souhegan Valley Rides by 
voting “Yes” on Warrant Article #33.  For more information about Souhe-
gan Valley Rides, please visit www.SouheganRides.org or call 673-1187.

Respectfully,
The Board of Directors of the Souhegan 
Valley Transportation Collaborative
Janet Langdell, Chair (Milford)
Stan Swerchesky, Vice Chair (Hollis)
Marcia Nelson, Secretary (Milford)
Ellen Groh, Treasurer (Hollis)
Carolyn Mitchell (Amherst)
Dennie Townsend (Brookline)
Dick Burpee (Milford)

Vote “No” on  Article 27
To the editor:

Article 27 moves Land Use Change Taxes ( LUCT) money from a tax    
fund to a Recreation Land Purchase Fund.  The LUCT fund is tax    revenue 
and could be used to lower our Amherst property taxes by    returning the 
money to the taxpayer - or using it for REAL critical needs such as road 
and bridge repair.  These are  difficult economic times for many of our resi-
dents and lowering property taxes would be more valuable to us than more 
playing fields.  I have lived in Amherst for 28 years and I honestly can’t re-
member a time when the need for more playing fields was NOT critical in 
the eyes of some persistent people.   We will see if the the majority of our 
citizens agree.  Please vote “no” on article 27.

 
Sincerely,
Margaret Waterman
Amherst

Support for Article 27
To the editor:

We are asking our fellow citizens for their consideration and support for 
Article 27. Simply put a “yes” vote will transfer existing funds from the 
LUCT fund to the Recreation Facilities Capital Reserve Fund. This fund 
was established in 2007 for the purpose of purchasing, developing and 
maintaining new and existing recreation facilities. Article 27 will not re-
sult in new taxes for citizens. The transfer of these funds will help in re-
placing the facilities when the town lease ends at Cemetery Field in 2014. 
Recreational space does not just provide children with a healthy outlet but 
also helps to form a sense of community among parents and coaches. The 
playground at Cemetery Field is also an important asset to our youngest 
citizens and their parents. 

Supporting Article 27 will allow the town to continue to provide recre-
ational space in the coming years. 

Regards,
Peter & Kim Batchelder
Amherst

NASHUA – Don’t miss “Battle of 
the Bands,” on Friday, March 25h, at 
the Sky Lounge and Bistro in Nash-
ua.  The Amherst Junior Women’s 
Club is hosting this Spring Fund-
raiser to raise money to give to lo-
cal charities in need.  They will be 
collecting a $10.00 donation at the 
door. 

The event begins at 7:00 and will 
be a rockin’ competitition between 
bands:  The Sellouts, Small Town 
Stranded and Scotter Way Band.    
Judges Bobby Allwarden, Porter 

Dodge, and Heather Ignazewski 
will decide which band will win the 
grand prize.  

There will be many silent auction 
items to bid on as well.  A Big Screen 
T.V., Red Sox Tickets, a Tedy Brus-
chi signed football and a Jon Lester 
signed mitt are a few.  There will be 
raffles and wonderful door prizes 
given away as well.  Please join us for 
a night of entertainment and giving 
back at the Sky Lounge and Bistro 
on March 25th.  

Save hundreds on selected spas sets this week 
Call us first for hot tub repairs on every major brand. 

    www.seasonalstores.com

Programs for Seniors

Art Instruction for Adults    
6-week session began February 
15th, 2011
Tuesdays, 9:30 am -11:30 am 
Parkhurst Place 2nd floor activity 
room
Cost: $10 per class
For more information or to register, 
please call Milford artist and in-
structor:  Sue Peterson:  673-5951

Strength Training Classes  
(on-going)
(Join class at any time:  fee will be 
pro-rated)
Two classes per week:
Tuesdays & Fridays, 10:30 – 11:15 
am OR
Tuesdays & Fridays, 11:30 am 
– 12:15 pm
Instructors:  Joanne Leedy, Trilogy 
Fitness - Amherst  
Sue Greaney, Hampshire Hills 
- Milford
Cost:  $30 for 6 weeks (for 2 
classes per week)
Please call Lorraine at 249-1600 to 
sign-up (please leave a message).

Gentle Yoga Classes*   
(on-going)
(Join class at any time, fee will be 
pro-rated) 

One class per week:  Mondays OR 
Thursdays
Mondays, 8:15 – 9:15 am OR
Thursdays, 10:00 – 11:00 am 
Instructor:  Laurie Daley, Certified 
Kripalu Yoga Teacher,   
Cost:  $ 30 for 6-week session
Call Lorraine to register:  249-1600 
(please leave a message)

Tai Chi Easy Classes
Wednesdays 
9:00 – 10:00 am  Instructor:  Susan 
Flanagan
Bean Community Room
Cost:  $5 per class or $30 for 6-
week session (Join any time)
Please call Lorraine at 249-1600 to 
reserve a place

ServiceLink Office Hours
At Parkhurst Place
Wednesday, March 9th, 2011
10:00 am – 12:00 noon
Michelle Magarian, Program Spe-
cialist

Parkhurst Place offers classes, 
workshops, and health screenings 
for residents of the Souhegan Val-
ley who are 55 years or older.  For 
information call Parkhurst Place 
(249-1600).  If no one is in the 
office, kindly leave your name and 
number on the answering machine 
for a call back.

LOWELL USED AUTO PARTS
LICENESED AUTO RECYCLER

will pay $250 for junk cars
& trucks + $25 Credit Slip for

Parts, FREE towing, 603-435-9385
For used parts, call 1-800-952-9775

tax impact is $0.15.
Article 23, Operating Budget 

$0.19. 
Article 24 Police Department Em-

ployees Union Contract. Tax impact 
is $0.044.

Article 25 Public Health Mos-
quito Surveillance and Control Pro-
gram, $40,000. Tax impact is $0.02.

Article 26 Fire Department Res-
cue/Pumper, $154,223.  Tax impact 
is $0.08.  

Article 27 Transfer of $390,000 
from LUCT Fund to Recreation 
Fields Acquisition and Construc-
tion Capital Reserve Fund.

Article 28 Discontinue Cemetery 
Capital Reserve Article 29 Establish 
Forestview Cemetery Expendable 
Trust.
Capital Reserve Funds

Article 30 Ambulance Capital Re-
serve Fund, $22,000. Tax impact is 
$0.01.  

Article 31 Communications Cen-
ter Capital Reserve Fund, raise 
$5,000 to deposit in Reserve Fund. 
Tax impact less than $0.01.  

Article 32 Town Computer Sys-
tem Capital Reserve Fund, raise 
$5,000.  Tax impact less than $0.01.  

Article 33 Souhegan Valley 
Transportation Collaborative raise 
$5,500. Tax impact less than $0.01.

Article 34 Health and Human 
Services, $1.

Article 35 Amherst Conservation 
Commission to expend funds for 
qualified organizations.

Article 36 Amherst Conservation 
Commission to expend funds for 
land purchases outside Amherst

Article 37 Library Operating Bud-
get, $1.

Article 38  Library Operating 
Budget as a Separate Warrant Arti-
cle  to express a ‘sense of the meet-
ing’ resolution. 

Tax Rate:

Operating Budgets
Town of Amherst:   $0.19
Amherst School District:  $0.08
Souhegan Cooperative District:  $0.02 (Mont Vernon: $0.41)

Total of the three operating budgets is  $0.29  

Town warrant articles $0.33 
SCD Articles =  $0.09
ASD Articles =   $0.23

All budgets and articles pass:             
Tax rate increase:  $0.94

Tax increase on $400,000 home: $376

The amount raised by taxation is the gross budget plus warrant articles 
less revenues for three districts (Town, ASD and SCD).

If the town’s total valuation increases, the tax rate will be adjusted 
down.  

Information as reported at deliberative meetings with adjustments as 
articles were amended.

Mullens is a Thoughtful, Dedicated 
Leader
To the editor:

I am encouraging Amherst voters to support Mary Lou Mullens on 
March 8 for the position of Souhegan School Board Member.   For the past 
three years, Mary Lou has demonstrated her commitment to Amherst as 
she served on this board, volunteering for many committee assignments.

Among other duties, Mary Lou Mullens has been a dedicated member of 
Community Council during her term.  As well, she has served on the Lat-
er Start Committee and the School Calendar Committee, spending many 
hours researching in an attempt to find the best educational solutions for 
our students.  She has been willing to take on a leadership role when it 
comes to asking for accountability in the educational arena.

We are fortunate to have such a thoughtful, dedicated leader willing to 
serve our community.  

Lisa Ambrosio
Amherst

u Amherst Tax Rate   continued from page 1


