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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.
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New School Board Member 
Thanks Voters
To the editor:

I want to thank the citizens of Amherst who took the time to vote on 
Tuesday, March 8th.  I’d also like to thank everyone who voted to elect me 
as your representative to the Amherst School Board.

I’ve been overwhelmed by the many well wishes following the election, 
and have been humbled by the show of support I’ve received so far.  As I 
indicated in a previous letter to the editor, I will do everything I can to live 
up your expectations over the next three years

Congratulations are also in order for Drew Zell on his election to the 
Amherst School Board.  I am looking forward to working with Drew and 
our other board members in coming year.

Thank you Amherst!
 

Jim Manning
 Amherst

School Board Thanks Voters
To the editor:

The Amherst School Board would like to extend its sincere thanks for the 
support you have given us throughout this budget season.  Your approval 
of both the operating budget and the new teachers’ contract is greatly ap-
preciated.  

Because we were aware that these are difficult financial times for every-
one, an effort was made to minimize the impact on the taxpayers .  Through 
the hard work of the staff, administration, Ways and Means Committee, 
and the board, we were able to develop a budget that keeps costs down 
without impacting our students.  

A considerable amount of work on the part of the board and the Am-
herst Education Association went into the contract negotiation process.  
We all felt that it was critically important to agree on a fair contract with 
the teachers, and with your support, the contract has been approved, allow-
ing our teachers to focus their efforts on our main task of maintaining the 
quality of education of our children.  

We would like to welcome Drew Zell and Jim Manning to the Amherst 
School Board and also welcome Peter Warburton, our new Superintendent.  
We look forward to working with all of you!

Thank you again to the town of Amherst for your trust and your support.  
As always, if there are ever any questions, comments or concerns, please 
feel free to contact any of us.

Sincerely, 
Amherst School Board:
Nancy Head, Chair 
Peg Bennett
Lucienne Foulks
Rob Graybill 
Pete Maresco

Thank You For Generous Support
To the editor:

TEAM EARLEY would like to take this opportunity to thank all who 
supported and participated in our 3rd Annual Pancake Breakfast Sunday, 
February 20th. The funds raised will go to support The Melanoma Foun-
dation of New England. This is just one of the on-going fundraising events  
that we are doing in bringing awareness to Melanoma Cancer, protection 
and early detection.

We could not have a successful event without the continued support of 
the Amherst community. It is a privilege to live and serve here.

Thank you to Souhegan High School  for the use of the facilities, kitch-
en and janitorial staff. Our underwriters include Wal-Mart, Panera, Car-
bon’s Golden Malted, American T-Shirt, Moulton’s Market and New Eng-
land Picture.  The many TEAM Members, SHS Student Volunteers and our 
Friends for all of the help with serving, bussing tables, clean up and genuine 
good manners to all of our guests.

Thank you to all of the sponsors who purchased placemat ads. Please 
support them!

Finally a personal thank you to all of our family who work very hard be-
fore, during, and after the event to make it the success it is.

Once again thank you and we will see you all next year. 

Truly, 
Kathy and Greg Earley and All of 
TEAM EARLEY
Amherst

Quid Pro Quo Hurts NH
To the editor:

Jim Inhofe (R-OK), the senate’s chief climate change denier, sponsored a 
fund raiser in Washington for Kelly Ayotte, during her campaign.  It took 
less than 2 months for Ms. Ayotte to provide the “QUID” – sponsoring In-
hofe’s and Fred Upton’s (R-MI) bill to prevent the Environmental Protection 
Agency from mitigating the health hazards caused by carbon dioxide pollu-
tion – the only Republican senator from New England to do so. 

So let’s take a little tally – the National Academies of Science of every in-
dustrialized nation on earth, representing the most respected, credentialed, 
expert scientists from those nations, as well as every other major body of 
scientists here in the U.S., all conclude that carbon dioxide pollution is 
causing critical damage to our environment and that it is happening faster 
than they concluded in their previous reports.  This will, in turn, contribute 
to major health problems, according to the American Medical Association 
and the American Public Health Association.

Big Coal and Big Oil have essentially used our atmosphere as an open 
sewer for far too long.  At a time when 67% of New Hampshire said “Con-
gress should let the EPA do its job” and 64 percent oppose the Inhofe/Upton 
bill, Ms. Ayotte feels payback is more important than the opinions and the 
health of her constituents.  Please send Ms. Ayotte a message, asking her 
why she is placing other interests ahead of those of a majority of her con-
stituents and to wield her axe somewhere else besides the EPA.

 
Respectfully,
Thomas Hey
Amherst

Our Furnace Tried To Kill Us
To the editor:

We would like to share a brief safety reminder with our friends and 
neighbors. Make sure you have a functioning carbon monoxide detector in 
your home! I know few people who would sleep well without a smoke alarm 
near their bedroom, but most of us are not so diligent about CO detectors. 
That could be a deadly mistake.

Last weekend our furnace tried to kill us. When we moved to Amherst 
this August, we had our 25-year old propane boiler inspected and it passed. 
About a week ago, however, we noticed a slight smell from the basement 
that suggested the gases were not burning off entirely. This prompted us to 
finally install the combination smoke/carbon monoxide detector we pur-
chased and left unopened since autumn. It registered a carbon monoxide 
warning at the top of our basement stairs almost immediately, but we still 
did not take the situation seriously until a second detector also alarmed in 
our kitchen, which shares a door to the basement.

After a fitful night’s sleep, we finally called our propane company and 
were prompted to contact the fire department immediately. We were 
shocked when they told us we had lethal levels of carbon monoxide in our 
basement. What were we thinking waiting until morning? Open windows 
lowered our levels of deadly gas very quickly, but we were just lucky. Carbon 
monoxide is colorless, odorless and tasteless, but highly toxic. The smell 
from our blocked boiler coils might have saved our lives. 

We cannot say enough positive things about both the Amherst Fire De-
partment and Ciardelli Fuel Company, a family-run business in Milford. 
They responded quickly and professionally when we were panicking at our 
near miss. Ciardelli is a shining example of the service and support you 
hope for from local companies. Instead of taking advantage of our circum-
stances, they patiently explained our best options and found a way to work 
within our budget for this unexpected expense. We shut down our faulty 
boiler on Saturday and had a new high-efficiency system installed and 
working by Monday night. 

When you change your clocks for Daylight Saving Time this month, re-
place the batteries in your smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors 
throughout your home, and test those detectors to make sure that they are 
functioning properly. We are definitely converts to this time-honored bit 
of advice.

Gratefully,
Terri Behm and Ken D’Ambrosio
Amherst

Drill Early and Often
To the editor:

10 years ago those legislators opposed to exploiting more domestic oil 
resources rejected the idea because “we wouldn’t see any oil for 10 years”. 
Had these short sighted irresponsible obstructionists been ignored we may 
not be looking at gasoline heading towards $4 a gallon today. We are the 
only nation on earth that simply refuses to take advantage of its own natu-
ral resources. We insist on staying dependent on other, often unstable, na-
tions for our crude oil. We have an entire federal department created to 
alleviate our dependence on foreign oil. The Department of Energy costs 
us $24 billion annually. How good a job have they done? Like most federal 
agencies they have failed miserably. So have those who scoffed at the idea 
of “drill, drill, drill” as an energy policy. That’s certainly better than any-
thing the Dept. of Energy has come up with during its lifetime. Call your 
Congressman and Senators today and insist that we begin to make use of 
our own American sources of oil. Or would you prefer to rely on Libya and 
Saudi Arabia? I would rather rely on ANWR and offshore drilling. Drill 
early and often. 

Mark Vincent 
Amherst

Thanks For Your Vote  
 

To the editor:
I would like to thank those who cast their vote for me as a Trustee of the 

Trust Funds on March 8.  I look forward to serving our town the next 3 
years.

 
Sincerely,
Andrew F. Pataky
Amherst

Thank You for Your Support
To the editor:

I wanted to express my gratitude to everyone who braved the flood wa-
ters to support my bid for Souhegan School Board. I was encouraged by the 
results and appreciate the strong support I received as a first time candi-
date. 

I have repurposed the FaceBook page I created for the election into a 
page where I am aggregating news and information that impacts education 
at the local level. The page is non partisan and my plan is to post news from 
all sides of an issue with occasional commentary. 

My hope is to create a local information resource that keeps people in-
formed and provides a way for voters to respond to; and comment on the 
issues. The page will also include opinion polls and survey’s which will help 
gauge voter sentiment on the various topics. The page is called New Hamp-
shire Education News and if you “like” the page you will be notified of up-
dates and be able to participate in the polls and surveys. 

Thanks again to everyone for your support!

Andy Rowe
Amherst

Thank You for Your Confidence
To the editor:

 I am honored and excited to serve a second term as a member of the 
Souhegan School Board.  Thank you for your confidence in me, and for 
your votes.  A special thank you to my family and friends for all of their sup-
port.  I really appreciate it!

 
Mary Lou Mullens 
Amherst

Marie Thanks Voters
To the editor:

I would like to express my thanks to my family and friends who helped 
me during my reelection campaign for the position of Cemetery Trustee. 
My gratitude is also extended to the Amherst voters for your vote of con-
fidence.

Marie Grella
Amherst

Let Us All Work Together
To the editor:

I would like to thank your paper for the coverage of the recent Town elec-
tion. Citizens who are well informed prior to entering the polling place are 
the foundation of this country’s democracy. When we as a society make 
unfounded and false statements on how our leaders govern, then our basic 
beliefs are suspect.  My appreciation is extended to all the people who voted 
for me and helped in the election process. Let us all work together for the 
betterment of Amherst. 

Tom Grella
Amherst

Thanks for Braving Water-Covered 
Roads
To the editor:

I would like extend a heartfelt thank you to all the Amherst voters who 
braved the water-covered streets to come to the polls and cast their ballots 
on election day. The support you showed for our school budgets and staff 
contracts is very much appreciated.  I would especially like to say thank 
all of you who supported me in my candidacy to remain on the Souhegan 
School Board, with particular gratitude to those who took the time to write 
letters on my behalf and who welcomed a sign in their front yard.  I will 
continue to focus my energy to serve you well as a member of the Souhe-
gan Board.

Fran Harrow
Amherst


