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For the month of March, we are 
highlighting our collection of brand 
new books. Come on down and take a 
look at our new arrivals!
Spanish is Fun! 

Our wonderful Senora Rowley is 
holding her ever-popular Spanish for 
Kids series every Tuesday in March from 
3:30-4:00. Join Senora Rowley for language 
enrichment and fun! Ages 4-7. Call 673-2288 or 
visit our website to register.
Storytimes begin again in March: our next  
6-wk. session runs from Mar.8 - April 14

Baby Listeners—(newborn to 24 mos. w/caregiver) 
10:00 am Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5 and 12.

Terrific 2’s and 3’s—(2 and 3-yr.olds w/caregiver) 
10:00am Mar. 10, 17, 24, 31, and April 7 and 14

Book Bunch—(ages 4-6) 1:00pm 
Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29 and April 5 and 
12.
Junior Book Club 

Our child-and-parent book club 
met on Wednesday, March 8 at 
6:30pm to discuss The Cricket in 
Times Square .  We brought in pic-
tures of the pets we had/wished 
we had, and tried to guess whose 
was whose.  We also had good 
time discussing the book! We are 
a lively group of kids and adults 
who meet on the second Wednes-
day of each month to do a book-
related activity, to talk about the 
book we’ve read, and to share some after-dinner snacks!  
Please talk to Miss Sarah if you’re interested in joining 
us.  Our book for April will be Alvin Ho: Allergic to 
Girls, School, and Other Scary Things by Lenore Look.  

Great Stone Face Reviewers Book 
Club

Our book club for 5th and 6th grad-
ers continues to meet at 6:30pm on 
the first Wednesday of each month.  
Unlike many book clubs, we do not 
all read the same book together.  In-
stead, each member chooses one (or 
more!) books to ‘read and review’ 
from a master list each month.  
When we get together, we share our 
opinions on all of the various titles 

we’ve read---sometimes we convince 
others to try a book; sometimes we 

warn them against it! It’s fun! Join us 
for some great reading, spirited discus-

sions, and snacks, of course!  If you’re in-
terested, please talk to Miss Sarah. 

Open Playtimes in March and April
Every other Friday morning, the Johnson Meeting 

Room is filled with toys, books, blocks, legos, etc.---
just waiting for toddlers to come in and play.  There’s 
no structured activity, just a little “mood music”, and 
a chance for caregivers to sit and chat while their little 
ones play together, or to get down on the floor and join 
in the fun!  This month’s open playtimes are:   March 

25,  April 8, and April 22 from 
10:00 to 11:00.
Team Belle visits the Library!

Belle, a beautiful mixed-breed 
dog, visited the Children’s Room 
on two different dates in March.  
Belle just loves to listen to sto-
ries, and thoroughly enjoyed be-
ing read to.

  Her person, Nancy, is a retired 
special-ed teacher and a grand-
mother, who adopted Belle 6 years 
ago, and has helped her to earn 
her Canine Good Citizen certifi-
cation and R.E.A.D. training.  She 
will be bringing Belle to visit again 

in April, on Wednesday the 13th from 3:30 to 4:30 , and 
on Saturday, April 16, from10:30 to 11:30 in the morn-
ing.  “Team Belle” will also visit in May and June. 

It’s About Conservation

Competing Interests
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

“The conservation of our natural resources and their proper use constitutes 
the fundamental problem which underlies almost every other problem of our 

national life”      — Theodore Roosevelt
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Madison Mulley reads to Belle

No president has been more concerned about 
conservation than Teddy Roosevelt.  He worked to 
see natural spaces and beauty preserved.  An avid 
outdoorsman, he knew from personal experience 
why areas should be protected and available for 
public enjoyment.  Much of the National Park Sys-
tem accomplishments can be attributed to him.  In 
designing the NPS, Roosevelt pictured the national 
parks as extensions of the city park where individu-
als and families could relax and re-create in natural 
surroundings.

Our town’s reservations are managed around 
many of the precepts that laid the foundations for 
public parks a century ago.  The Amherst Conser-
vation Commission manages the land and water it 
is responsible for with objectives that seem com-
peting at times.  The Commission works to protect 
natural space and habitats, educate, and provide 
opportunities for people to enjoy getting into those 
spaces for hiking, study and skiing.

The rub comes when the ACC tries to satisfy the 
interests of trail users and amateur naturalists on 
the relatively small checkerboard of parcels avail-
able; parcels that are squeezed by abutting sub-
division homes.  It is becoming more difficult to 
accommodate the expectations of the growing 
number of outdoor-oriented citizens without giv-
ing concerns, and sometimes even fears, to near-
by residents.  On occasion, it appears that NIMBY 
– Not In My Back Yard – is taking a stronger hold 
on our thinking.

In the past year many with interests in Amherst’s 
future have shared their thoughts and desires as 
master plans for the whole town and for its rec-
reation opportunities evolved.  In each case, there 
was a strong expression of need to have the oppor-
tunities for passive recreation (non-motorized, in-
dividual activities) expanded with an expanded, 
more accessible trail system.  

“1. Develop a town-wide trail network, and 2.  
Increase public access to protected areas where ap-

propriate.”   – Amherst Master Plan 
2010-2030

With the added impetus of the master plans, 
the ACC has secured a grant for trail and trail-
head improvements, including where possible, ad-
ditional foot trails and facilities for off-road park-
ing at trailheads. Many accomplishments already 
have been achieved with many more slated for the 
spring months.

By in large the Commission is receiving great 
support for its efforts.  We have met with one 
neighborhood group concerned about proposed 
access improvements and the effect on abutting 
neighbors.  We listened to their concerns and sug-
gestions.  We will try to allay the fears and con-
cerns while responding to the expressed wishes 
of the people engaged in town planning speaking 
for the outdoor recreationists.  Of course, we will 
gladly meet with individuals or community groups 
to talk about the Commission’s objectives and pro-
grams.
From the Conclusions and Recommenda-
tions of the Recreation Commission Master 
Plan 2010:

“With nearly 1,000 responses, the Amherst 
recreational needs survey provides valuable insight 
into the perceptions of the various recreational 
constituencies and stakeholders.  As a result, we be-
lieve there is a strong consensus, at least within the 
sampled age group, in the conclusion that there is a 
strong demand for improved and/or additional trail 
facilities throughout the Town… We recommend a 
dedicated project aimed at trail facilities publicity 
and improvements…”

 
TraiL of The Week:  Pond Parish Trail – 2-

mile, level going trail near beaver ponds through 
mixed forest; good for walking, XC skiing, and 
snowshoeing.  Plowed off-road parking on Spring 
and Pond Parish Roads.  Detailed trail and natural 
history information is available in the Revised Am-
herst Walk Book.

Amherst Public Library
We are celebrating “April in Paris” at the Amherst Town Library during the month of April.  Local Chef Eliza-

beth Skipper presents, “Sweet and Savory Crêpes--Cooking Demonstration & Tasting” on Tuesday, April 12 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Sweet and Savory Crêpes – Cooking   
Demonstration & Tasting

 April begins a new series for 
adults at the Amherst Town Library 
entitled April in Paris.   In the first 
program of the series, Chef Eliza-
beth Skipper of The Everyday Epi-
cure, presents “Sweet and Savory 
Crêpes—Cooking Demonstration 
& Tasting” on Tuesday, April 12 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Crêperies, 
restaurants that specialize in serv-
ing both sweet and savory crêpes, 
can be found throughout France.  
Quintessentially French, delicious 
and versatile crêpes are welcome at 
breakfast, brunch, lunch and dinner 
as appetizers, main courses, and of 
course, desserts.  Learn how simple 
and delightful these French pan-
cakes are to make and how to turn 
them into all manner of mouth-wa-
tering dishes.  From the very sim-
plest preparation of crêpes sprin-
kled with sugar and given a spritz 

of lemon juice, to intricate stacks of 
crêpes layered with a variety of fill-
ings, the possibilities are endless.

Elizabeth Skipper of The Everyday 
Epicure in Amherst earned her pro-
fessional chef’s diploma from Made-
leine Kamman, a French chef whose 
aunt owned a Michelin-starred res-
taurant in France, and whose own 
restaurant in Boston was consid-
ered by many to be one of the fin-
est in the country.  Chef Skipper has 
lived in Europe and continues to 
take cooking classes wherever she 
travels.  A member of the Personal 
Chefs Cooperative and the Weston 
A. Price Foundation, she believes in 
the importance of traditional, local 
and sustainable, not just delicious, 
foods.  She has been delighting cli-
ents with her personal chef services 
in and around Amherst since 2006, 
and has taught cooking in the area 

for over twenty years.
You are also invited to join us for 

the rest of the April in Paris series at 
the Amherst Town Library: “April 
in Paris—Springtime and Romance 
with Sonny and Perley on Sunday, 
April 3rd, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m.; “Monet’s Magic Garden: How 
to Pastel Paint as Impressionists” on 
Wednesday, April 13th, from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.; and, “Gardens of 
Paris,” on Tuesday, April 26th, from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

This event and all the events in 
the series are free and open to the 
public.  Please register for this event 
and all the upcoming year’s events 
by calling 673-2288, emailing li-
brary@amherst.lib.nh.us or by vis-
iting our website at www.amherst.
lib.nh.us and selecting “Calendar of 
Events.”

Thinkofusasyour  PersonalChauffeur
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Ready-made Frames!
 Come in and see our newest 

selection of high quality ready-made 
frames and mats. We can “fit” it 
together for you or you can do it 

yourself and still have that 
“custom” look..

see our online gallery at 
www.artown.com.

“Spring” 
by Mark Mueller

spectacular spring themed art 
work, plus beautiful jewelry 

and much more. shop locally!

ShopLocally!
Shaw’s Lorden Plaza, 

Milford 673-3198
www.clothesclosetboutique.com

The

CloThes
 CloseT

W O M E N ’ S   F A S H I O N   B O U T I Q U E

Happy 99th Birthday, Girl Scouts
Fifteen thousand Girl Scouts from 

across New Hampshire and Ver-
mont join sister Girl Scouts nation-
wide in celebrating the 99th birth-
day of the founding of Girl Scouting 
in the United States on March 12. 
For nearly a century, the Girl Scouts 
has stayed true to founder Juliette 
Gordon Low’s vision of building 
girls of courage, confidence, and 
character, who make the world a 
better place.

“During Girl Scout Week, we re-
new our commitment to making 
the world a better place,” said Pa-
tricia Mellor, chief executive offi-
cer of Girl Scouts of the Green and 
White Mountains. “We know that 
if a commitment to helping others 
is learned early in life, it leads to a 
commitment for all of one’s life.”

Girl Scout Week begins with Girl 
Scout Sunday on March 6, and ends 
with Girl Scout Sabbath on March 
12, recognizing that the motivating 
force in Girl Scouting is a spiritual 
one. Girl Scouts are encouraged to 
participate in religious services of 
their choice in uniform on these 
days to show that Girl Scouting is 
a vital part of the community. Girls 
also do community service.

Juliette Gordon Low founded Girl 
Scouting on March 12, 1912 in Sa-
vannah, Georgia, with one troop of 
18 girls. Since then more than 50 
million girls have built leadership 
skills through Girl Scouting. Low 
believed that young women should 
be self-sufficient. Before women had 

the right to vote, Girl Scouts were 
earning their Aviation Badge.  

Girl Scouts of the Green and 
White Mountains serves more than 
15,000 girls thanks to 5,100 trained 
and dedicated volunteers. Our mis-
sion is to build girls of courage, con-

fidence, and character, who make 
the world a better place. 

See www.girlscoutsgwm.org or 
call 888-474-9686 to join, volunteer, 
or sign up as an alumna.

Girl Scout Troop 20697 would 
like to thank Moulton’s Mar-
ket and their generous patrons 
for the support of their Cookie 
Booth Sale.  We were able to col-

lect many cookies for Operation 
Cookie which sends Girl Scout 
Cookies to Military Personnel 
serving overseas.

Kaileigh Row, Isabella St. Laurent, Anna Wason, Jennifer McNally, 
and Mary North.  Not pictured: Julia McCaffrey, Haley Fichtner, Molly 
Saturley, and Marissa Walker.

Cookies for the Troops


