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AJWC Fundraiser

Battle of the Bands, at Sky 
Lounge, March 25th

Winter Carnival at Peabody Mill Environmental Center
 

On Sunday, March 13th, the 
Amherst Recreation Department 
held its first annual Winter Car-
nival at the Peabody Mill Environ-
mental Center.  Families celebrat-
ed the winter’s end by listening to 

live music, going on a hike, partic-
ipating in a snowshoe race, paint-
ing on snow, enjoying maple syrup 
on snow, doing various crafts, and 
enjoying a bon fire complete with 
s’mores! 

Toasting marshmellows on an open fire.

Snowshoeing race at PMEC.

Painting on snow was fun and creative.

Making crafts inside the PMEC center.

would refer to the “turnpike from 
Windsor to Boston” though, strictly 
speaking, the turnpike or tollroad 
ended at Amherst Common (about 
at the intersection of School Street 
and Middle Street) and the road that 
continued south from the Common 
(now called Courthouse Road) was 
a “post road.” 

Just a few years after the 2nd N.H. 
Turnpike was opened, its propri-
etors began pushing for an exten-
sion south to the State line. In Nov. 
1804 Josiah Stevens, the original 
1799 petitioner,  petitioned the N.H. 
Senate and House of Representa-
tives “that he and his associates may 
be authorised to make and keep 
in repair a Turnpike Road, leading 
from said court house [in Amherst] 
to Massachusetts line, in the course 
for Boston.” Their given reason was 
that “the road leading from the 
court house in Amherst, to Mas-
sachusetts line ... is circuitous and 
out of repair; the inhabitants living 
on said road are few, and unable to 
keep [it] in a situation convenient 
for travelling.”

In June 1807, three well-con-
nected, prominent men of Amherst 
– Charles H. Atherton, newspaper 
publisher Joseph Cushing (1781-
1852), and attorney (and former rep 
from Dunstable) Frederic French 
(1766-1824) – petitioned the Legis-
lature again: “A Turnpike road from 
the plain about Amherst Court-
house to the State line in a direc-
tion towards Boston would be of 
great utility. The distance is about 
16 miles passing over the Nashua 
and Souhegan Rivers, where the 
travelling is frequently obstruct-
ed for the want of Bridges, and by 
more frequent swells of the Souhe-
gan, which in consequence of the 
low grounds near its bridges, makes 
the roads impassable to the great 
inconvenience of the public travel ... 
[Well, that hasn’t changed much in 
200 years! -KH] The proprietors of 
the Second Turnpike road in New 
Hampshire receive only about four 
per cent on their shares, which how-
ever disastrous to them, is allowed 
to be a great public good; this loss is 
in part to be attributed to the want 
of a Turnpike from Amherst to the 
[Massachusetts] line.” 

In June 1811 yet another petition 
was made, signed by three men of 
Claremont, and this one was grant-
ed. In June 1812, the N.H. Senate and 

House of Representatives in Gener-
al Court incorporated David Dex-
ter, Josiah Stevens and Samuel Fiske 
and their associates and successors 
as the Amherst Turnpike Corpora-
tion, empowering them to build a 
similar turnpike, within four years, 
“beginning at the end of the second 
N.H. turnpike on Amherst plain 
thence running to the line between 
the State of New Hampshire and 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
in a direction to meet the Turnpike 
road in Tyngsborough in ... Massa-
chusetts, conforming to the survey 
lately made by Daniel Warner Es-
quire as near as the nature of the 
ground will permit.” (The full text 
of its act of incorporation is print-
ed in the 1907 History of the Town 
of Mont Vernon, New Hampshire, 
now online.) Although chartered as 
a separate entity, it is believed that 
the Amherst Turnpike Corp. was 
managed in conjunction with the 
2nd Turnpike; there were no sepa-
rate publicly-noticed meetings. In 
1815, its directors were granted a 
four-year extension of time, yet I 
have not come across any proof that 
they actually built any roads (only 
oral tradition about Amherst’s Cor-
duroy Road) nor of any tollgates in 
Merrimack or Nashua/Dunstable. 

In 1812, after showing that their 
profit was below 6%, the directors 
of the 2nd Turnpike attempted to 
get the Legislature to allow them 
to raise tolls by 50% but apparent-
ly did not get approval. Surely that 
would have been counterproduc-
tive. Various factors would affect 
toll income, of course, but perhaps 
it bears mentioning that Jefferson’s 
Embargo Act of Dec. 1807 threw 
the Merrimack River Valley into a 
regional depression. The failure of 
the local Hillsborough Bank, affect-
ed by that depression, caused much 
financial hardship close to home, 
including among farmers. And 
there was “Mr. Madison’s war,” the 
War of 1812 which lasted until Feb. 
1815 and jeopardized New England 
coastal towns.

The investors in the 2nd Turn-
pike never did recoup their capital; 
it was indeed an investment for “the 
public good” – which may, howev-
er, have benefited their own private 
businesses. So just who were the in-
vestors, the proprietors of the Sec-
ond Turnpike Road in New Hamp-
shire? 

Amherst Town Library 

Monet’s Magic Garden: How To Pastel Paint As Impressionists
As part of the Amherst Town 

Library’s April in Paris series of 
programs for adults, award-win-
ning pastel artist Gregory John 
Maichack presents “Monet’s Magic 
Garden: How to Pastel Paint as Im-
pressionists” on Wednesday, April 
13 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  This 
is a free pastel painting workshop 
designed for both sheer beginners 
to advanced participants.  All ma-
terials will be provided.  All partici-
pants keep their pastel painting(s).  
There is limited seating for this spe-
cific program and registration is re-
quired.   

If you love color, this workshop is 
for you!  Participants in this expres-
sive and fun workshop will easily 
learn Impressionist concepts (Mon-
et’s favorite color harmonies, Divisi-
onism, and the Impressionist Shim-
mer).  As a plus, garden plans (with 
specific plantings which create Im-
pressionist Shimmer, and addition-
ally the triad color harmonies Mon-
et used in his garden in Giverny) 
will be given to participants who 
want to extend Impressionist pastel 
painting concepts to their gardens. 
This workshop includes all mate-
rials (Nupastels, Rembrandt soft 
pastels, French and English pastel 
pencils, assorted mid-toned Can-
son pastel paper, Strathmore pastel 
tints paper, black paper, white char-
coal pencils, and other materials).  

Maichack will individually dem-
onstrate the essentials of painting 
with pastels, and he will display his 
original pastel artwork to illustrate 
his talk.  His demo on techniques 
explores all aspects of edges, scum-
bling, feathering, blending, slur-
ring, and layering as well as tips on 
creating impact.  Much appreciat-
ed for a easy going teaching style, 
Melinda Georgeson, Director of 
Education at the Norman Rockwell 
Museum says of Maichack, “What I 
heard through students’ comments 
reflects a teaching style that is rare: 
encouraging, accessible, and clear.”

Artist Gregory John Maichack 
lives in western Holyoke.  He is a 
portraitist and painter working 
primarily in pastels.  Winner of the 
Award of Merit from the Benning-
ton Center for the Arts: Impres-
sions of New England Show 2003, 
he was awarded the Savoir-faire 
Pastel Award from the Great Lakes 
Pastel Society.  Maichack was com-
missioned by Westfield State Col-
lege to paint the pastel portrait of 
the past president of Westfield State 
College, Dr. Frederick Woodward, 
which was unveiled at the dedica-
tion of the Woodward Center.  He 
has been in many juried shows and 
was awarded numerous Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council grants.  
In addition to portraiture, his still 
lifes and landscapes are represented 

by galleries from Kennebunkport, 
Maine to San Francisco, Califor-
nia.  Maichack is a faculty member 
at the Museum Studio School in the 
Fine Arts Museum Quadrangle in 
Springfield, MA and also teaches at 
Greenfield and Holyoke Communi-
ty Colleges in their adult continuing 
education departments.

You are also invited to join us for 
the final program of the April in 
Paris series: “Gardens of Paris,” on 

Tuesday, April 26th, from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m.

These events are free and open to 
the public.  Please register for this 
event and all the upcoming year’s 
events by calling 673-2288, email-
ing library@amherst.lib.nh.us or 
by visiting our website at www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us and selecting “Cal-
endar of Events.”

Monet’s “Regatta at Argenteuil”. April in Paris program at the Amherst Town 
Library called “Monet’s Magic Garden: How to Pastel Paint as Impression-
ists” scheduled for Wednesday, April 13 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Don’t miss “Battle of the Bands,” 
on Friday, March 25h, at the Sky 
Lounge and Bistro in Nashua.  The 
Amherst Junior Women’s Club is 
hosting this Spring Fundraiser to 
raise money to give to local chari-
ties in need.  They will be collecting 
a $10.00 donation at the door. 

The event begins at 7:00 and will 
be a rockin’ competitition between 
bands:  The Sellouts, Small Town 
Stranded and Scotter Way Band.    
Judges Bobby Allwarden, Porter 
Dodge, and Heather Ignazewski 
will decide which band will win the 
grand prize.  

There will be many silent auction 
items to bid on as well.  A Big Screen 
T.V., Red Sox Tickets, a Tedy Brus-
chi signed football and a Jon Lester 
signed mitt are a few.  There will be 
raffles and wonderful door prizes 
given away as well.  Please join us for 

a night of entertainment and giving 
back at the Sky Lounge and Bistro 
on March 25th.  

zations and expend funds for land 
purchases outside of Amherst.

Article 38 was a “sense of the 
meeting” article.  Voters opposed a 
resolution to put the library operat-
ing budget on the warrant as a sepa-
rate article.

The Ways and Means support-
ed articles 22 through 26 and 30 
through 34. 

At the end of the fiscal year June 
30th, the selectmen will determine 
what to do with the $390,000 in 
LUCT funds.  They originally want-
ed to use it as surplus funds for an 
emergency and to reduce taxes.  Mr. 
James O’Mara is the new chairman 
of the Board of Selectmen.
School Districts

All three revenue articles on the 
Amherst School District ballot 
passed: $23,532,210 for the operat-
ing budget, cost items for the collec-
tive bargaining with the Amherst 
Education Association, and $60,000 
for the capital facilities repair, main-
tenance and improvement expend-
able trust fund.

All articles were supported by the 
Ways and Means Committee.

On the Souhegan Cooperative 
School District ballot, there were 
three revenue articles.  Combin-
ing the Amherst and Mont Ver-

non votes all three articles passed: 
$18,358,322 for the operating bud-
get, cost items for the professional 
and support staff at Souhegan High 
School and $65,000 from end of the 
year surplus to be added to school 
maintenance expendable trust 
fund.

All articles were supported by the 
Souhegan Advisory Finance Com-
mittee.

In the school board race for two 
seats: Mary Lou Mullens received 
1,124, Fran Harrow 949 and An-
drew Rowe 867.
Town Article 26 – Lease/Pur-
chase of Rescue/Pumper for 
Fire Department

Tie vote on article 26 was 1,022 in 
favor to 1,022 opposed.  “This is the 
first time I can remember having 
a tie vote on an article,” said town 
moderator Bob Schaumann when 
he announced the vote totals.  Af-
ter three recounts the results were 
the same: three ballots in ques-
tion.  One was in the affirmative 
and one was in the negative and one 
voter marked both yes and no and 
was thrown out.  The final count 
1,023/1,023.  A tie means the article 
failed to receive a majority vote and 
is defeated.

ful.  Along with the fascinating his-
tory of the parks, Maureen discuss-
es French garden design and plant 
cultivation. 

Maureen brings a unique back-
ground in horticulture, garden de-
sign and history.  In addition to 
leading garden tours for the Paris 
Garden Guild, she has propagated 
plants for Historic New England; 
developed the volunteer garden-
ing program at Habitat in Belmont, 
MA; designed the Memorial Gar-
den at the First Parish Church in 
Lexington; and, provided practical 
garden counsel and coaching to cli-

ents through her own garden design 
consulting business.  A graduate 
in history from Wellesley College, 
Maureen has also studied at the Ar-
nold Arboretum Landscape Insti-
tute and University of Massachu-
setts Green School.   

This event is free and open to the 
public.  Please register for this event 
and all the upcoming year’s events 
by calling 673-2288, emailing li-
brary@amherst.lib.nh.us or by vis-
iting our website at www.amherst.
lib.nh.us and selecting “Calendar of 
Events.”

published by Anchor Books.  He is 
currently writing a book on the his-
tory of stardom in the movies and 
pop culture.  He is a member of the 
National Society of Film Critics and 
the Boston Society of Film Critics.

This event and all the events in 
the series are free and open to the 
public.   The final event of the series 

is “Lafayette and the Farewell Tour: 
The American Idol” on Tuesday, 
March 29th from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Please register for these events by 
calling 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”
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Saturday appointments available 
during tax season!
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Amherst Junior Women’s Club
Annual Spring Fundraiser, 2011

March 25 t h -  7pm

Sky Lounge  &  Bi s t ro
522 Amherst  S treet  ,Nashua NH

Scooter Way Band

Small Town Stranded   $10 Donation at the door

The Sellouts  

He lp  s up p o r t  o ur  e f fo r t s  to  a id  th o s e  
l e s s  f o r tu nat e  in  o ur  c o mm un ity .

Join us for a rockin’  competition between local rock bands,  plus raffles, 
door prizes and fabulous silent auction items including weekend getaways, 
jewelry,  ski  passes,  sporting event tickets,  and many more great items !

u Historic Amherst   continued from page 1


