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 NASHUA  -  The Nashua Sym-
phony Chorus’s 2010 | 11 season 
– the fourth under the ensem-
bles’ conductor, Diane Cushing 
– continues to delight audiences 
with a lyrical program on Friday, 
April 8 at Immaculate Concep-
tion Church.  “Light in the Dark-
ness” celebrates the healing pow-
ers of faith and love. 

For this uniquely light-filled 
concert, the Nashua Symphony 
Chorus and Diane Cushing wel-
come back the Keene State Col-
lege Choir and NSO strings, along 
with soprano soloists Rebecca 

Hains and Heather O’Connor, 
and tenor Brendan Buckley. 

Antonio Vivaldi’s Beatus Vir 
mimics the cadence of Psalm 
111 to contemplate the nature of 
righteousness; Eric Whitacre’s 
haunting Hebrew Love Songs 
evoke emotions that stand out-
side of time. The precocious Felix 
Mendelssohn was only 16 when 
he composed the intensely pas-
sionate Octet for Strings, still 
considered one of his most in-
spired works.

 “I am so proud of the Nashua 
Symphony Chorus!” exclaims Di-

ane Cushing, who serves as Di-
rector of Choral Activities for the 
Symphony Association.  “This is 
my fifth season as Director and I 
find that the singers work so hard 
to perform all styles of music.  
We are fortunate to sing with the 
Symphony Orchestra on several 
of our concerts and we are con-
stantly being challenged.  We are 
always looking for new singers to 
join us.”

The NSA’s Music Director and 
Principal Conductor, Jonathan 
McPhee, notes that the presence 
of the chorus represents a unique 
opportunity for the community.  
“Rarely do Orchestras have their 

own chorus,” McPhee said.  “The 
fact that, for 45 years, the NSA 
has considered the Symphony 
Chorus an integral part of serv-
ing their community by helping 
bring people together through 
music is significant.  People unite 
when they lift their voices in song 
in a way that is basic, direct, and 
uplifting.”

Tickets, priced at $10 / $25, are 
available at the Nashua Sympho-
ny Box Office, 6 Church St., can 
be charged to major credit cards 
by calling 595-9156 or can be 
purchased online at www.nash-
uasymphony.org. 
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Currier Museum of Art Presents Jon Brooks: Collaboration with Nature
MANCHESTER – Opening 

March 19 (through June 12), the 
Currier Museum of Art will present 
the first retrospective exhibition 
of Jon Brooks, an internationally 
acclaimed sculptor and furniture 
maker known for the playful and 
poetic imagery of his work. Also 
noted for his exploration of the line 
between function and art, his work 
is inspired by and constructed from 
the trunks and branches of trees 
that he harvests from the forest sur-
rounding his New Boston home.

Since his first solo exhibition in 
1969, Brooks has become nationally 

recognized as a leader in the studio 
furniture movement, and his work 
has been regularly included in ma-
jor national and international exhi-
bitions. His furniture is represent-
ed in major museum collections, 
including the Smithsonian Ameri-
can Art Museum, Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston, and the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, all of which have 
loaned pieces to the Currier for this 
special exhibition. Brooks is one 
of the early members of the New 
Hampshire Furniture Masters As-
sociation, founded in 1993, and is a 
graduate of the School for Ameri-
can Crafts at Rochester Institute of 
Technology, where he earned B.F.A. 
and M.F.A. degrees. 

“Visitors of all ages will find joy 
and inspiration in Jon’s sculpture 
and furniture – chairs and tables 
with colorful finishes, whimsical 
legs and heads. But craftsmen will 
also discover sophisticated joinery 
that is the hallmark of Jon’s work,” 
Susan Strickler, director and CEO 
of the Currier Museum of Art, said.

A Collaboration with Nature in-
cludes more than 40 of Brooks’ 
key pieces from the late 1960s to 
the present. The exhibition dem-
onstrates the distinctly sculptural 
nature of Brooks’ furniture. It in-
cludes chairs crafted in the 1970s 
from the root and trunk sections of 
large trees, as well as more whimsi-

cal sculptures like Georgia and Al-
fred, 1991, which are depictions of 
two dogs named after the painter 
Georgia O’Keeffe and her husband, 
photographer Alfred Stieglitz. Lat-
er in his career, Brooks construct-
ed elegant tables and benches with 
organic legs, e.g., Running Bench, 
2005, which appears to be walking.

Brooks also incorporates narra-
tive ideas into his sculpture, pro-
ducing works that comment on 
contemporary events, e.g., Portage, 
2001 directly refers to the Septem-
ber 11, 2001 terrorist attack on the 
World Trade Center.

Less than a year ago, in February 
2010, a fire destroyed Brooks’ stu-
dio and consumed his collection of 
specialized tools assembled over his 
career, as well as carefully selected 
wood and other materials.  Dozens 
of important works were also de-
stroyed in the fire, including some 
that were to be displayed in A Col-
laboration with Nature.  Since the 
devastating fire, Brooks has created 
new sculptures and furniture, some 
of which will be unveiled in this ex-
hibition.

Running Bench, Jon Brooks, 2005, cherry and maple, 22 ½ x 51 ¼ x 18 ½ 
inches.

Portage, Jon Brooks, 2002, Maple 
and Ash, 26 x 23 x 12 inches.

Dianne Taylor Moore: “The Marsh, Lyme nH”

SandyMachell: “Rose Plate”

NTG to Perform The Man Who Came to Dinner

Jaffrey Civic Center
Marquetry by Craig Altobello

Craig Altobello was introduced 
to woodworking and furniture 
making in 1978 during a two week 
workshop with designer/craftsman 
Thomas Moser of New Gloucester, 
Maine.

Ever since then, he has been mak-
ing furniture for his family, friends, 
and an occasional commission.

While living in Maine and sell-
ing fine woodworking tools, Craig 
helped found the Maine Wood-
working Association.  He has at-
tended workshops and seminars at 
Haystack School of Crafts and the 
Center for Furniture Craftsman-
ship in Maine; Shelburne Art Cen-
ter in Vermont; Kimball Jenkins 
School of Art in Concord, NH, and 
the Sharon Arts Center.

As a middle school teacher for 
many years in Henniker, NH, he 
and his class documented their 
studies with cut paper collage illus-

trations. Craig enthusiastically saw 
the connection between creating 
images in paper and his long time 
love of wood.

He traveled to the College of the 
Redwoods in California to study 
marquetry (a type of wood inlay). 
The knowledge and skills gained in 
that course provided a touchstone 
experience and launched him into 
his current work.

Craig has over a dozen stunning 
landscapes, florals and birds in 
wood marquetry for you to see and 
purchase.
Pastels and Watercolors by 
Helen Schink

Helen has been an artist for over 
thirty years. Her favorite mediums 
are pastel and acrylics; but she also 
enjoys drawing and watercolor. She 
came to Jaffrey from Connecticut 
fifteen years ago.  Since living here, 
she has taught and exhibited at the 

Sharon Arts Center and the Jaffrey 
Civic Center as well as in her home, 
where she maintains a studio and 
conducts private lessons.

As an artist, Helen loves being in-
ventive and unique, using various 
techniques to bring the beauty of 
the impressionistic imagery of the 
world to the public.  Her favorite 
subjects to paint are seascapes and 
landscapes.

“Whatever you experience from 
viewing my work, I hope it is plea-
surable and strikes a note of happi-
ness in you!  Enjoy!”

This show is of three dozen pas-
tels and watercolors ranging from 
miniatures to medium-sized all for 
purchase.

 The Jaffrey Civic Center is located 
at 40 Main Street, Jaffrey. For more 
information about other shows or 
the Center, either call 532-6527 or 
visit www.jaffreyciviccenter.com.

Exhibits

Nashua Theatre Guild finishes 
their 50th year of Quality Shows 
with “The Man Who Came to Din-
ner” by Moss Hart & George S 
Kaufman

A famous personality comes to 
your house and never leaves.  That’s 
what happens in Nashua Theatre 
Guild’s closing production of its 
50th season with the classic com-
edy, The Man Who Came to Din-
ner by Moss Hart & George S. 
Kaufman.

The play is set in the small town 
of Mesalia, Ohio in the weeks lead-
ing to Christmas. The exposition 
reveals that the famously outland-
ish radio wit Sheridan Whiteside of 
New York City was invited to dine 
at the house of rich factory owner 
Ernest W. Stanley and his family. 
However, before Whiteside enters 

the house, he slips on a patch of ice 
outside the front door and injures 
his hip. He is attended by Dr. Brad-
ley, the absent-minded town phy-
sician, and Miss Preen, his frantic 
nurse.  While there he complete-
ly takes over the home, forcing the 
family to remain upstairs while he 
entertains a series of eccentrics and 
Hollywood types.  In the mean-
time, his devoted secretary has be-
come smitten with a local newspa-
per man and Whiteside devises a 
plan to stop the romance before she 
quits on him.

The production will be directed 
by Kevin Riley, assisted by Rich Al-
cott and is being produced by Joe 
Pelonzi.  Sheridan Whiteside will be 
played by Glen Grimard and Mag-
gie, his secretary,  will be played by 
Gina Carballo.  The cast also in-

cludes Melanie Rodrique as Miss 
Preen, Seth Abbott as Mr. Stanley, 
Jennifer Simon as Mrs. Stanley, Mel 
Bucklin as Bert Jefferson, Rich Al-
cott as Beverly Carlton, Jeffery Rich-
ardson as Banjo, and Pat Langille as 
Lorraine Sheldon.

Others in the cast are Chris Vick, 
Angel Roy, Steve Kalter, Dave At-
kinson, Sheila Melanson, Sarah 
Lord, Eric Cassie, Ellie Finlayson, 
and Val Verge.

Performances will be on April 7, 
8, & 9 at 8:00 p.m. and April 9 & 10 
at 2:00 p.m. in the Janice B. Streeter 
Theater at 14 Court Street, Nashua.

 Tickets are $12 at the door or 
$10 for students and seniors.  Tick-
ets can be obtain online at nashua-
theatreguild.org or by call 603-320-
2530.

Celtic Trio at Nashua 
Library

The Nashua Public Library con-
tinues its celebration of Celtic Heri-
tage Month with “Not Your Father’s 
St. Patrick’s Day,” a performance 
of harp, cello, poetry, and song, on 
Sunday, March 27, at 2 p.m

The trio includes Áine Minogue, 
an Irish harpist, vocalist, and folklor-
ist. Áine not only embodies the soul 
of traditional Irish music and dance 
through her sellout performances 
and albums, but also is renowned for 
her deep, nuanced understanding of 
the Celtic spirituality and culture 
from which the music arises.

Áine’s harp has entertained pres-
idents and prime ministers. Re-
viewing her music, the Los Angeles 
Times said, “Anyone who’s skeptical 
of the concept of heaven as a place 
where eternity is spent listening to 
harp music should hear this. Áine 
Minogue proves beyond reasonable 
doubt why the harp is indeed the in-
strument of angels.”

Joining Áine will be cellist Eugene 
Friesen, who is a member of the Paul 
Winter Consort; and percussionist 
Noriko Terada.

The library is located at 2 Court 
Street. For more information, call 
Carol at 589-4610 or visit www.nash-
ualibrary.org and click Events.

Aine Minogue

Pastel Society of New Hampshire 6th  
Annual Member’s Exhibition

Pastel Society Of New Hampshire presents its 6th Annual Mem-
ber’s Exhibition at the Mill Brook Gallery & Sculpture Garden 
April 1st-May 14th. Reception and Award Ceremony: Saturday, 
April 9th 4-6, free and open to the public.

 Founded in 2006, The Pastel Society of New Hampshire is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to the appreciation of soft pas-
tels.  The group is dedicated to promoting the arts in New Hamp-
shire, and to foster connections among all levels of pastelists in 
New Hampshire, and the New England region. www.pastelsoci-
etynh.com

The exhibit is juried by Carol Santora, Kennebunk, Maine, her 
work has been exhibit in numerous regional and national exhibits, 
and is a signature member of the Pastel Society of America.

Mill Brook Gallery & Sculpture Garden is located at 236 Hop-
kinton Road, Concord. www.themillbrookgallery.com

Phone: 226-2046
Gallery hours: Tuesday-Sunday 11-5, and by appointment


