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Is This What We Voted For Last November?

ART IN BLOOM 2011

Museum Of Fine Arts - Boston
MONDAY, MAY 2nd

J
oin us as we celebrate spring 
at this annual festival of fine 
art and fresh flowers. Fifty 
garden club arrangers and 
twenty professional designers 

will transform the Museum of Fine 
Arts’ spectacular new wing, high-
lighting the Art of the Americas 
with creative floral interpretations 
of works of art.   Exhibit is Saturday, 
April 30, - Monday, May 2, 2011.  
We hope you will join us on Mon-
day, May 2 for our trip to the show.  

The day will feature flower arrang-
ing demonstrations in the Alfond 
Auditorium, gallery spotlight tours, 
the Flower Cart at the entrance to 
the Museum, and of special interest, 
the Gund Exhibit featuring “Chil-
huly: Through the Looking Glass”.  
This is a major retrospective of Dale 
Chihuly, who revolutionized the 
art of blown glass, moving it to the 
realm of large scale sculpture.

Price: $40 (includes coach trans-
portation, museum admission & 
driver’s gratuity). 

Depart from the Meeting Place 
(Rte. 101) in Amherst at 9:00 a.m.; 
return at approximately 5 p.m. 

Registration for this trip is avail-
able online at www.amherstrec.org; 
by mail to the Amherst Recreation, 
P.O. Box 960, Amherst, NH 03031; 
in person at the Recreation Depart-
ment, 4 Cross Road, Amherst; or by 
phone 603 673-6248.

To the editor:
 I fully understand that the election last year was a clear message to our 

elected officials that there was deep concern among the electorate about 
the direction in which the country was headed and great anxiety about the 
economy and the looming deficit. The message was, “you work for us” and 
not the other way around. I am less certain that the voters in New Hamp-
shire had any idea what the political philosophy and goals of the incoming 
legislature would be.

Polls show that the vast majority of voters want an end to partisan pos-
turing and a return to the middle of the political spectrum where consen-
sus is found and compromise is essential to  fashioning solutions that will 
survive beyond the next election cycle.

What is emerging from our legislature, and more particularly the House 
of Representatives, appears to be a political coup d’état, with the Libertar-
ians wing of the Republican party having gained control of House lead-
ership. There is virtually no talk by leadership of finding consensus. The 
tactics are raw  slash and burn. The goal is to dismember the existing regu-
latory and administrative structure of the state by starving the infrastruc-
ture.

Let me site several examples. First, the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee totally ignores the Governor’s revenue projections (even though they 
are less than actual revenues in the current biennium) and arbitrarily low-
ers projected revenues by $300 million. Even more troubling, they declare 
that if their estimates are too low, any revenues over their projections will 
be applied toward tax cuts! Increased taxes, of any kind, are totally off the 
table. 

Second, these reduced revenue estimates become the upper limit of the 
Finance Committee budget. This opens the door for a slash and burn men-
tality in departmental expenditures. What gets cut? The Department of 
Health and Human Services gets eviscerated. Long standing programs that 
provide a safety net for low income people (like disability waiting lists, child 
care for working families, legal aid services, transportation for the elderly 
and disabled, even support for home health care) are either defunded or 
underfunded to the point of no longer being viable. We are even seeing pro-
posals to cut funding in the Department of Justice by 30% and totally elimi-
nating the Bureau of Consumer Protection! Note that all of these “savings” 
come at the expense of our low income residents. The party line is, “we can 
only spend what we have. There is no other choice.” Sounds great and very 
appealing if the burden was equally shared by all. The reality is that every 
nickel we cut from the safety net, comes out of the wallet of the poor. There 
is nothing in the budget that asks those of us who have a job to pitch in.

In fact, there are numerous choices that can and should be considered. 
This isn’t the first recession (nor even the most severe in New Hampshire) 
that we have faced in the past 30 years. Like all recessions, state revenues 
take a hit and short term remedies need to be applied. Over time, tax rev-
enues do rebound, and ours will too.

Let’s start by having a little more confidence in our local economy. We 
have the fastest growing economy in the region. We have the lowest un-
employment rate in the entire northeast. We enjoy the second highest per 
capita income in the country. Can’t we reasonably expect that our revenue 
base will grow in the next biennium? The recession ended in 2009! Yes, 
tax receipts continued to decline in 2010 because of the lag in financial ac-
counting periods. At the least, can’t we project that revenues in 2011 and 
2012 will be no worse than the current biennium? Then why cut future rev-
enue estimates by an additional $300 million? The answer to that question 
is more likely based in political philosophy than in economic reality.

We are on the verge of breaking the social contract in this state. We have 
always prided ourselves on “taking care of our own”. Apparently that no 
longer means disabled children and adults, or citizens who can’t afford 
private health insurance, or elderly shut-ins who rely on state subsidized 
transportation to see their doctors, or area agencies that provide home care 
services, or access to services for the mentally ill, or facilities and services 
for troubled children. Who in this state can’t say, “there but for the grace 
of God go I”?

My (our) only hope is that the 24 individuals who make up the current 
state Senate can demonstrate a little more wisdom and a lot more compas-
sion than the 400 members of the House. I say hope, because I no longer 
have any confidence that our political system can see beyond the end of the 
next election cycle.

Politicians beware, the citizens want and expect cooperation and com-
promise which serves the interests of all our citizens, not special interest 
politics that feathers the beds of the rich at the expense of the poor.

Paul Spiess
Amherst

I am a former two term Republican Representative (2001-2004) from 
Amherst. I served on the Citizen’s Health Initiative from 2005-2010, and as 
co-chair in 2008-9.  I served on the Board of Directors of the Endowment for 
Health from 2006-2008.  I serve presently on the Board of Directors of the 
New Hampshire Fiscal Policy Institute

in ending this dreadful disease.”  
Andrea Bentley-Melle is walking 
for her sister-in-law Tammy who 
was diagnosed with stage 2 breast 
cancer in December.  It will also be 
a tribute to her mother-in-law Bev 
Melle who will mark her 5 year sur-
vivor milestone in August.

Karen Murphy is motivated by 
her strong family history, including 
the death of her grandmother.  Cara 
Facques’ grandmother also died of 
breast cancer; other family mem-
bers and friends with breast can-
cer have fortunately survived.  She 
is walking to honor them and to do 

something to make a difference.  The 
familial link has also affected team 
captain Sharon Rohlfs whose moth-
er and mother-in-law are breast 
cancer survivors.  Together with 
Mary Ellen, she participated in the 
2010 walk.  “Last September I found 
out about many friends and com-
munity members with recent breast 
cancer diagnoses.  Young mothers, 
teachers, fellow church members 
and grandmothers.  Breast cancer 
shows no discrimination.”

Team Breast Savers thanks all 
who have supported them thus far 
and there’s still time to help:

1. Team Breast Savers Tag Sale on Saturday April 16th: 8:00 am– 12:00 
pm at 3 Monticello Drive in Amherst (raindate April 17th) 

2. Breast cancer inspired jewelry for sale at PJ MacWilliams Bon Bon: All 
profits go to our team fundraising!

3. Donate: Each walker must raise a minimum of $1800 in order to partici-
pate.  Any amount of donation is appreciated.  You can donate to Team 
Breast Savers by using the following link: http://info.avonfoundation.
org/site/TR/Walk/Boston?team_id=94561&pg=team&fr_id=2020 

All donations are managed and 
disbursed by the Avon Foundation, 
a 501(c)(3) public charity with a mis-
sion to fund access to care and find-

ing a cure for breast cancer.  Team 
Breast Savers are “In It to End It” 
and your support is greatly appreci-
ated, thank you!

Thinkofusasyour   PersonalTrainer

 

10 km in length (about 6.2 miles), 
which begins at St. Patrick Church 
in Milford and makes a loop up to 
Amherst Center and back via the 
Milford Oval. A shorter loop of 
about 1.8 miles is also provided for 
those who, for reasons of time or 
physical ability, cannot do the full 
Walk. Water Stops are along the 
way and refreshments await at St. 
Patrick at the finish.  On the Thurs-
day following the Walk, there is a 
free Celebration and Awards pizza 
party where individuals and fami-
lies are recognized for their partici-
pation, and preliminary results of 
the Walk are announced. 

CROP is an acronym for Com-
munities Responding to Overcome 
Poverty, the community appeals 
program of Church World Service 
(CWS), Elkhart, IN, one of the larg-
est world-aid organizations <www.
churchworldservice.org>. Last year, 
1,599 CROP Walks were held across 
the U.S., raising $14.3 million for 
emergency relief and basic develop-
ment in over 80 countries through 
CWS and its USAID partner agen-
cies. This includes organizations 
such as Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS), American Jewish JDC, Habi-
tat International, CARE and many 
other faith-based and secular orga-
nizations doing this life-saving and 
life-enhancing work. Walker Spon-
sors may designate their pledge to 
one of these other organizations, 
many of which are listed on the 
back of the Sponsor Envelope. This 

makes CROP Walks inter-faith and 
non-sectarian in nature, something 
everyone can support.  Business, 
church, faith-community, club, and 
school groups are invited to Walk 
together and wear distinctive shirts 
or carry a banner or sign.

Registration on Walk Day, May 
15th, starts at 1:15 at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Milford, and the Walk 
steps out, following opening ex-
ercises, at 2 PM. This year, to save 
time at Registration, walkers are en-
couraged to Pre-Register, by going 
to www.svnhcropwalk.org. There 
you will also find information for 
Walkers, links to donate directly to 
a Walker, and a “Contact Us” sec-
tion for questions.

In a time when human suffering 
around the world and at home is 
ever more present to us, rather than 
withdraw in apathy or resignation, 
join in the CROP Hunger Walk! 
Carry a sign. Walk in sympathy 
with one-sixth of the world’s pop-
ulation who must walk. When we 
walk together, we raise awareness 
of the need and show our concern.  
And by asking those who cannot 
walk to be Sponsors, the Walk gen-
erates resources to help relieve the 
suffering and build a better world. 

For more information on how to 
get a Sponsor Form and start get-
ting pledges –including setting up 
your personal Pledge Page on www.
cropwalk.org to get pledges on line-
- contact Walk Coordinator John 
David at 603-801-7108.

u 2011 Crop Walk   continued from page 1

u Moms On a Mission   continued from page 1

The three men, with Tom Hunsader in the middle, are all members of St. 
Patrick.  Tom is always one of the top fund-raisers, bringing in over $2,500 
last year.

SJ Family Medical Center – Milford
welcomes Moushumi Mozumder, MD

444 Nashua Street
Milford, NH 03055
(603) 673.3014
www.sjfmc.com

Moushumi Mozumder, MD

Education: MD, Sir Salimullah Medical College, Dhaka,
Bangladesh

Residency: Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn, NY

Fellowship: Geriatric Medicine, NewYork University
Medical Center, NewYork, NY

Board Certified: Family Medicine

Clinical Interests: women’s health, preventive health,
geriatric medicine

Now accepting new patients. To make an appointment,
please call (603) 673.3014 or learn more at www.sjfmc.com.
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Bodhis sculpture near a vase and flower arrangement.Flowers complement the painting of Lake George.

Readers, please be sure to let our advertisers know that you saw their ad in The Amherst Citizen. 

Innovative & Personalized
Catering to suit your tastes

On the Oval in Downtown Milford, NH
249-5556   www.theriverhousecafe.com


